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CHAPTER I: GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
A. Creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression and Institutional 

Support  

1. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, by the unanimous decision of its members, created 
the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression during its 97th period of sessions, held in October 
1997. This office was created by the Commission as a permanent, independent office that acts within the 
framework and with the support of the IACHR. Through the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the Commission 
sought to encourage the defense of the right to freedom of thought and expression in the hemisphere, given the 
fundamental role this right plays in consolidating and developing the democratic system and in protecting, 
guaranteeing, and promoting other human rights. During its 98th period of sessions, held in March 1998, the 
IACHR defined in general terms the characteristics and functions of the Office of the Special Rapporteur and 
decided to create a voluntary fund to provide it with economic assistance. 

2. 4ÈÅ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á permanent Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression found full support among the OAS Member States. Indeed, during the Second Summit of the 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÍÉÓÐÈÅÒÅȭÓ (ÅÁÄÓ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ of 
thought and expression, and noted their satisfaction over the creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. 
Since then, both the Summit of the Americas and the OAS General Assembly have shown their support to the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur, and have entrusted it with follow-up or analysis of some of the rights that 
comprise freedom of expression, as well as the monitoring and promotion of the right to access public 
information.1 During the last years, the OAS General Assembly has expanded its ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȭ ÁÇÅÎÄÁ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ 
of the Special Rapporteur pursuant to the situation of the right to freedom of expression in the region. 

3. In the framework of the VIII Summit of the Americas, held on April 13 and 14, 2018 in Lima, Peru, the 
Ȱ$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ #ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎȱ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ the representatives of 
participating States expressed their commitment to keep on strengthening different anti-corruption measures, 
such as the strengthening of the transparency and access to public information bodies, the protection to 
plaintiffs  and journalists regarding threats and reprisal for investigating or informing on corruption  acts2. 

4. )Î ςπρψȟ ÔÈÅ )!#(2 ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ρȾρψ ÏÎ Ȱ#ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȟȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÔ 
recommends the States to adopt a series of measures strengthening the access to public information as a key 
factor in the fight regarding corruption, protection to journalists and the media, among others3. 

5. The General Assembly of the OAS, by means of resolution 2928 (XLVIII-/ȾρψɊ ÏÎ Ȱ(ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ 
0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ the Office of the Special Rapporteur, together with other bodies, to 
prepare "practical guidelines in the form of recommendations for guaranteeing freedom of expression and 
access to information from a variety of the Internet sources during electoral processes without improper 
interference."4 In 2017, the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O / 17) regarding 
the right to freedom of thought and expression and the safety of journalists and media workers in the 
hemisphere. The proposal was presented by the delegation of Uruguay and co-sponsored by the delegations of 
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, and the Dominican Republic. The Office of the Special 
Rapporteur joins the commitment that the States make in this resolution to implement strategies and resources 
that end with the prevailing impunity in crimes against journalists. 

 
1 With regard to freedom of expression, the General Assembly of the OAS has adopted resolutions in different years through which it re- 
stated the right  to freedom of expression and acknowledged the important  contributions  of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom 
ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȠ -ÏÒÅÏÖÅÒȟ ÉÔ ÕÒÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒts. In 2005, 
it passed resolution 2149 (XXXV-O/05); In 2006, resolution 2237 (XXXVI-O/06); In 2007, resolution 2287 (XXXVII-O/07); In 2008, 
resolution 2434 (XXXVIII-O/08); resolution 2523 (XXXIX-O/09); In 2011, resolution 2679 (XLI-O/11). 
On the subject of access to public information, the General Assembly has also made several statements supporting the work of the Office of 
the Special Rapporteur and urging the adoption of its recommendations. In 2003, it passed resolution 1932 (XXXIII-O/03); In 2004, 
resolution 2057 (XXXIV-O/04); In 2006, resolution 2252 (XXVI-O/06); In 2007, resolution 2288 (XXXVII-O/07); In 2008, resolution 2418 
(XXXVIII-O/08); In 2009, resolution 2514 (XXXIX- O/09). In that same resolution, the General Assembly entrusted the Department of 
International  Law, with  the collaboration of the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the Inter -American Juridical Committee and the Department 
of State Modernization and Governance, as well as the cooperation of Member States and civil  society, with drafting  a Model Law on Access 
to Public Information  and a guide for its implementation, in keeping with  the Inter -American standards on the issue. In addition, in 2011, it 
approved resolution 2661 (XLI-O/11); In 2012, resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12); In 2013, resolution AG/RES 2811 (XLIII-0/13); In 
2014, resolution AG/RES. 2842 (XLIV-O/14); In 2016, resolution AG/RES was approved. 2885 (XLVI-O/16). In this resolution, the General 
Assembly of the OAS instructs the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression to develop and disseminate the content of the 
inter -American legal framework  on access to information,  including the inter -American Model Law on Access to Public Information,  through 
the preparation of reports on the scope of the law and the application of its principles. Additionally, it  also instructed the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur to assist Member States and to organize and participate in capacity building programs for public officials of national authorities 
on access to information and justice operators. 
2 3ÕÍÍÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓȢ ,ÉÍÁ #ÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔȢ Ȱ$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ #ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎȱȢ !ÐÒÉÌ ρτȟ ςπρψȢ 
3 IACHR. Resolution 1/18. Corruption and Human Rights. March 16, 2018. 
4 OEA. Resolution AG/RES. 2928 (XLVIII-O/18). Human Rights Promotion and Protection 
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6. Since its creation, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also had the support of civil society 
organizations, the media, journalists and, most importantly, individuals who have been victims of violations of 
the right to freedom of thought and expression, along with their family members. 

7. In the framework of its 163rd Period of Sessions, the IACHR renewed the mandate of Special 
Rapporteur Edison Lanza for a new period of three years, in accordance with  Article 15 of its Rules of Procedure5. 

8. In the framework of the 173rd Period of Sessions in Washington D.C., the IACHR approved the document 
Directive on the performance of the )!#(2ȭÓ Special Rapporteurships concerning the activities and roles held in 
their mandates. For the first time the Special Rapporteurships have a protocolized framework for action. 

 
B. Main Activities of the Office of the Special  Rapporteur  

9. During its twenty-two years of existence, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has carried out each of the 
tasks assigned to it  by the IACHR and by other OAS bodies such as the General Assembly in a timely and dedicated 
manner. 

10. This section of the report summarizes very generally the tasks that have been accomplished, with 
particular emphasis on the activities carried out in 2019: 

1) Individual Case System 

11. One of the most important  functions of the Office of the Special Rapporteur is to advise the IACHR in the 
evaluation of individual petitions and prepare the corresponding reports. 

12. The appropriate advancement of individual petitions not only provides justice in the specific case, but 
also helps call attention to paradigmatic situations that affect freedom of thought and expression, and creates 
important case law that can be applied in the inter-American human rights system itself as well as in courts in 
countries throughout the region. The individual  case system also constitutes an essential factor within  the broad 
strategy of promoting and defending the right to freedom of thought and expression in the region, a strategy 
that the Office of the Special Rapporteur carries out through various mechanisms offered by the inter -American 
human rights system. 

13. Likewise, since its creation, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has advised the IACHR in the 
presentation of important cases involving freedom of expression to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
(hereinafter, the Ȱ#ÏÕÒÔȱ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒ-American #ÏÕÒÔȱɊ6. 

14. The cases solved by the IAHR Court in 2018 are as follows: 

 
A. Álvarez Ramos v. Venezuela. Judgment of August 30, 2019. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

handed down the judgment by which it declared the international responsibility of the State of Venezuela for 
the violation of the right  to freedom of expression, the right  to participate in government, freedom of movement, 
the right to a fair trial, and right to judicial protection to the detriment of Mr. Tulio Álvarez Ramos. These 
violations arose from the criminal proceedings against Mr. Tulio Álvarez Ramos for the crime of continued 
aggravated defamation, and the consequent conviction, due to the publication of an opinion article on alleged 
irregularities in the financial management of the Savings Bank of the National Assembly of Venezuela. Mr. Tulio 
Álvarez was sentenced to 2 years and 3 months in prison and to a penalty of political  disqualification. Regarding 
the right to freedom of expression, in the present case, the Court recognized for the first time that the punitive 
response of the State through criminal  law is not ȰÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅȱ to protect the honor of an official, 
in cases where the speech is protected for being of public interest, as are the behaviors of public officials in the 
exercise of their functions. The Court considered that the note published in the ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ Ȱ!Óþ ÅÓ la .ÏÔÉÃÉÁȱ ÉɊ 
referred to the actions of a public official; ii) referred to the exercise of the functions of a public official, which 
was even subject to pronouncements by other State bodies; and that iii) the management of money or public 
resources was a matter of public interest. The Court highlighted that, in relation to matters of public interest, 

 
5 IACHR. Periods of Sessions. Available at http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/actividades/sesiones.asp  
6 #ÁÓÅ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ 4ÅÍÐÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ ɉ/ÌÍÅÄÏ-Bustos et al.) v. Chile. Judgment of February 5, 2001; Case of Ivcher Bronstein v. Peru. 
Judgment of February 6, 2001; Case of Herrera Ulloa v. Costa Rica. Judgment of July 2, 2004; Case of Ricardo Canese v. Paraguay. Judgment 
of August 31, 2004; Case of Palamara Iribarne v. Chile. Judgment of November 22, 2005; Case of Claude Reyes et al. v. Chile. Judgment of 
September 19, 2006; Case of Kimel v. Argentina. Judgment of May 2, 2008; Case of Tristán Donoso v. Panama. Judgment of January 27, 
2009; Case of Ríos et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of January 28, 2009; Case of Perozo et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of January 28, 2009; Case 
of Usón Ramírez v. Venezuela. Judgment of November 20, 2009; Case of Manuel Cepeda Vargas v. Colombia. Judgment of May 26, 2010; 
Case of Gomes Lund et al. v. Brazil. Judgment of November 24, 2010; Case of Fontevecchia ÁÎÄ $ȭ!ÍÉÃÏ ÖȢ !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÁȢ *ÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
November 29, 2011; Case of González Medina and Family v. Dominican Republic. Judgment of February 27, 2012; Case of Vélez Restrepo 
and Family v. Colombia. Judgment of September 3, 2012; Case of Uzcátegui et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of September 3, 2012; Case of 
Norín Catrimán et al. (leaders, members and activists of the Mapuche Indigenous People) v. Chile. Judgment of May 29, 2014; Case of 
Granier et al. (Radio Caracas Televisión) v. Venezuela. Judgment of June 22, 2015; Case of López Lone et al. v. Honduras. Judgment of 
October 5, 2015; Case of I.V v. Bolivia. Judgment of November 30, 2016; Case of Lagos del Campo v. Peru. Judgment of August 31, 2017. 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/actividades/sesiones.asp
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not only the issuance of harmless or well-received expressions by public opinion is protected, but also those 
expressions that clash, irritate, or disturb public officials or any sector of the population. Likewise, the Court 
reiterated that the use of the criminal  sanction for disseminating news of public interest could produce, directly 
or indirectly, a chilling effect that, in short, would limit freedom of expression and prevent public conduct of 
interest from being publicly scrutinized, thus weakening public control over the powers of the State, with 
noticeable damage to democratic pluralism. 

2) Precautionary  Measures 

15. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has worked, within its mandate, with the IACHR Protection Group 
with regard to recommendations on the adoption of precautionary measures in the area of freedom of 
expression. In this regard, the IACHR has requested on multiple occasions that OAS Member States adopt 
precautionary measures to protect the right to freedom of expression. 

16. During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur collaborated in the study of 14 requests for 
precautionary measures, among which were granted the extension of measures CM 873-18 (Nicaragua) Lucía 
Pineda Ubau and her family nucleus, on February 11; MC 75-19 (Honduras) José David Ellner Romero, on March 
21; MC 250-19 (Venezuela), on March 29; MC 1025-18 (Cuba), April 4; and MC 399-19 (Nicaragua) Sergio 
Warren León Correa and members of his family (General Director of Ȱ,Á #ÏÓÔÅđþÓÉÍÁȱ in the Autonomous Region 
of the South Caribbean), on June 15. On the other hand, in May, the IACHR presented to the Inter -American Court 
a request for provisional measures of protection for 17 persons deprived of liberty  at extreme risk in Nicaragua. 
Among the beneficiaries were the Director and the Head of Press of Canal 100%, Miguel Mora and Lucía Pineda 
Ubau, respectively. Said request was granted by the Inter-American Court on May 21, 2019. 

17. The granting of the precautionary measures does not constitute a prejudgment on the merits in 
question. Rather, these measures are adopted out of a need to avert grave, imminent, and irremediable harm to 
one of the rights protected in the American Convention of Human Rights, or to maintain jurisdiction in the case 
and so the subject of the action does not disappear. 

3) Public  Hearings  

18. The IACHR received various requests for hearings and working  meetings on matters involving freedom 
of expression during its most recent periods of sessions. The Office of the Special Rapporteur participates 
actively in the hearings on freedom of expression, preparing the reports and handling the corresponding 
interventions and follow-up. 

19. Below is a summary of the hearings in which the Office of the Special Rapporteur participated during 
2019: 

 
 

State / Region Period of Sessions Tittle of the hearing  Date/ Place  

Regional 171 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Maintenance and 
upkeep of sites, memorials, 
archives, museums, and 
remembrance spaces in the 
region 

13 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia 

Mexico 171 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Constitutional reform 
in Mexico 

13 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia 

Venezuela 171 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: General human rights 
situation in Venezuela 

13 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia 

Nicaragua 171 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: General human rights 
situation in Nicaragua 

14 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia 
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Regional 171 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Ex-Officio Hearing: Good 
Practices on Prevention, 
Investigation and Protection of 
Human Rights Defenders in the 
Region 

15 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia 

Cuba 171 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Constitutional Reform 
and Human Rights in Cuba. 

15 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia 

Regional 172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Human rights, 
development, and 
freedom of association. 

May 8, Kingston 
Jamaica 

United States 172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Criminalization of 
human rights defenders of 
indigenous peoples and the 
extractive industry in the 
United States. 

May 9, Kingston 
Jamaica 

Venezuela 172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing RFOE: Freedom of 
Expression in Venezuela. 

May 9, Kingston 
Jamaica 

Venezuela 172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Political crisis, the 
National Assembly, and justice 
in Venezuela 

May 9, Kingston 
Jamaica 

Cuba 172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Complaints of 
criminalization of social 
activists and journalists in Cuba 

9 de Mayo, 
Kingston Jamaica 

Brazil  172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Criminal System and 
violations allegations of the 
rights of African descendant 
people in Brazil 

May 9, Kingston 
Jamaica 

Colombia 172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Special Jurisdiction for 
Peace in 
Colombia 

May 9, Kingston 
Jamaica 

Guatemala 172 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Complaints of threats 
to judicial independence in 
Guatemala 

May 10, Kingston 
Jamaica 

Cuba 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Serious Human Rights 
Violations in Cuba 

September 23rd, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 
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Haiti  173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Violence and Security 
in the Context of the Social 
Protests in Haiti 

September 23rd, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Regional 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Limitations on Access 
to Asylum and 
Refuge in the United States for 
Citizens of the Northern 
Triangle Countries 

September 24th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Venezuela 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Political Persecution 
in Venezuela 

September 25th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Nicaragua 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Ex-Officio Hearing: 
Implementation of Protective 
Precautionary Measures in 
Favor of Independent 
Journalists in Nicaragua 

September 25th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Honduras  173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Violence and Security 
in the context of social protests 
in Honduras 

September 25th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Colombia 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Threats Against and 
Murders of Social Leaders in 
Colombia 

September 25th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

El Salvador 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Right to Truth and 
Historical Impunity in the 
Context of the Internal Armed 
Conflict in El Salvador 

September 26th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Mexico 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing RFOE: Judicial 
protection of victims of 
terrorist acts inspired by hate 
speech 

September 26th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Regional 173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Misuse of Criminal 
Justice Systems to Retaliate 
Against Environmental Human 
Rights Defenders 

September 27th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 

Brazil  173 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Social Participation 
and Control in Human Rights 
Policies in Brazil 

September 27th, 
2019, 

Washington D.C. 
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Nicaragua 174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Amnesty Law in 
Nicaragua 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

Nicaragua 174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Challenges to the 
autonomy and independence of 
the judicial system in Nicaragua 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

Uruguay  174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Challenges in the 
search for truth and justice in 
Uruguay 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

El Salvador 174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Violence and citizen 
security in El Salvador 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

Chile 174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Human rights 
situation in the context of social 
protests in Chile 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

 
Venezuela 

174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Torture, extrajudicial 
execution, and gross human 
rights violence due to State 
repression in Venezuela 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

Guatemala 174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Human rights 
violations of defenders in 
Guatemala 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

Colombia 174 Period of 
Sessions of the Inter- 
American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 

Hearing: Freedom of 
expression and access to 
information in criminal trials in 
Colombia 

November 11, 
2019 

Quito, Ecuador 

 

4) Seminars and workshops with strategic actors in the  region  

20. Seminars, workshops, and training are a critical tool the Office of the Special Rapporteur uses to 
promote the Inter-American system for the protection of human rights and the right to freedom of expression. 
In the last twenty two (22) years, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has organized seminars throughout the 
region, in many cases with the cooperation of universities, government institutions, and nongovernmental 
organizations. 

21. Hundreds of journalists, attorneys, members of the Public Prosecutor's Office, university professors, 
judges, and journalism, and law students among others, have attended the training sessions. These are offered 
by staff members of the Office of the Special Rapporteur both in country capitals and in more remote regions 
where there is often no access to information  on the guarantees that can be sought to protect the right  to freedom 
of thought and expression. 

22. The meetings with those involved open the door for more people to be able to use the Inter-American 
human rights system to present their problems and complaints. The seminars also enable the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur to expand its network  of contacts. In addition, the workshops and working  meetings have 
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allowed the Office of the Special Rapporteur to work closely with strategic actors to advance the application of 
international standards in domestic legal systems. 

23. The following is a summary of the principal seminars and workshops held by the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur during 2019. 

 
 

Date / Place Event Organizers  Summary  

January 30, 2019, 
San Jose, Costa 
Rica 

 
University of Costa 
Rica 

Workshop: 
Update of the 
hemispheric 
agenda on 
Internet and 
digital rights: 
The 
phenomenon of 
misinformation 
in electoral 
contexts. 

Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression 
of the IACHR 

 
With the support of the 
University of Costa Rica 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression held an expert 
consultation with civil society 
organizations on freedom of 
expression in the digital  age. 

This meeting was held at the facilities 
of the University of Costa Rica and 
aimed to serve as a forum for the 
exchange of information regarding the 
proposal being made by the Office of 
the Special Rapporteur to fulfill the 
mandate assigned to it by the OAS 
General Assembly in its 48th. Period of 
Session, Resolution AG/RES. 2928 
(XLVIII-O/18), which consists of 
coordinating the preparation of a guide 
of recommendations to address the 
problem of deliberate misinformation 
in electoral contexts. 

January 30, 2019, 
San Jose, Costa 
Rica 

 
University of Costa 
Rica 

Regional 
Conference: 

 
Ȱ-ÉÓÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
in the digital age 
and its impact on 
freedom of 
expression and 
electoral 
ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÓȱ 

IACHR RFOE 

 
Observacom 

Article19 

Proledi 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
held a regional conference in which the 
Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated as a speaker. This 
conference was held together with 
Observacom, Art. 19 Mexico and 
Proledi of the University of Costa Rica 
and had a panel of experts and 
representatives of civil society from 
Central America and Mexico where the 
topic of misinformation in the digital 
era and its impact on freedom of 
expression and electoral processes was 
discussed. 

 
14 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia  

 
Public 
Consultation on 

 
Article 19 Brazil 

 
Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate in this public 

 the right to  consultation to present his general 
 protest  considerations and impressions on the 
   outcome of it. 

14 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia  

Regional 
Conversation: 
Right of Access 
to Information: 
progress and 
perspectives 

Foundation Construir 

DPLF 

Konrad Adenauer 
Stiftung 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated as a speaker in the 
discussion within the panel: Access to 
Public Information in Latin America: 
Status of Situation, Good Practices, and 
Challenges and was responsible for 
presenting the Inter-American Model 
Law on Access to Public Information 
and IACHR standards in the field. 
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15 February 2019 
Sucre, Bolivia  

Event: Situation 
of Situation of 
Freedom of 
Expression in 
Latin America: 
Challenges and 
set backs 

Foundation 
Observatory of Human 
Rights and Justice 

 
Konrad Adenauer 
Stiftung ɀ Rule of Law 
Program for Latin 
America 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated as a speaker at this event 
and presented the guiding principles of 
Freedom of Expression. 

18 February 
Mexico City 

International 
Meeting of 
Human Rights 
Defenders and 
Journalists: To 
Defend is not 
forgetting. 

CMDPDH - Mexican 
Commission for the 
Defense and Promotion 
of Human Rights. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate in this meeting as 
a panelist in the keynote conference 
that aimed to address the situation of 
human rights defenders and 
journalists belonging to indigenous 
peoples who have been forcibly 
displaced for their journalistic  

26 February 2019 
Washington D.C. 

Session: Global 
State of the Press 
Freedom - 
Venezuela 

 
(Video 
conference) 

Subcommittee on 
International Human 
Rights of the Standing 
Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and 
International 
Development of the 
House of Commons of 
Canada. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
appeared as a witness before the 
International  Human Rights 
Subcommittee of the Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
International Development of the 
House of Commons of Canada. 

 
In that session, the Rapporteur 
presented information regarding the 
serious situation of Freedom of 
Expression facing Venezuela and the 
monitoring work that the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur has been 
developing on this issue. 

27 February 2019 
Washington D.C. 

Event 
Can the use of 
social networks 
be regulated? 
A. (Video 
conference) 

Law School 
Universidad de los 
Andes - Bogotá, 
Colombia 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated via video conference from 
Washington D.C. 
In this event, he presented the work 
that the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur has been developing with 
respect to the issue of how the use of 
social networks and the Internet 
should be regulated and their impact 
on Freedom of Expression. 

February 28, 2019, 
Bogotá Colombia 

Ȱ#ÏÌÏÍÂÉÁÎ 
Constitutional 
Court Hearing on 
Social Networks 
and Freedom of 
Expression. 

Colombian 
Constitutional Court 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
present during the hearing in the 
Constitutional Court of Colombia on 
the topic of social networks and 
freedom of expression, which 
addressed issues such as how far 
should freedom of expression reach in 
social networks, taking into account 
that they are platforms for practices 
such as injury, slander, phishing, and 
spreading fake news, among others. 
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March 1, 2019, 
Bogotá Colombia 

Talk on freedom 
of expression in 
the inter- 
American sphere 

Colombian 
Constitutional Court. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
delivered a training and preparation 
talk to the staff of the Colombian 
Constitutional Court on the subject of 
Freedom of expression in the inter- 
American sphere. 

6 March 2019 
Washington D.C. 

Photo Exhibition Fundamedios 

IACHR RFOE 

Embassy and 
Permanent Mission of 
Ecuador to the OAS 

On March 6 2019, a photographic 
exhibition of the Ecuadorian 
photojournalist Paul Rivas, who was 
one of the three journalists of El 
Comercio killed on the Ecuadorian 
Colombo border in April 2018, was 
held at the IACHR's premises, which 
resulted in the creation of the Special 
Monitoring  Team for the precautionary 
measures granted for their  protection ɀ 
ESE 

7 March 2019 
Washington D.C. 

Open meeting 
Media and 
Democracy in the 
Americas 

Fundamedios 
 
Inter -American 
Dialogue 

 
IACHR RFOE 

The Special Rapporteur, Edison Lanza 
participated during the inauguration of 
the event Media and Democracy in the 
Americas II. 
During this same event he also 
participated as a panelist in the 
ÓÅÇÍÅÎÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ 
protection mechanisms for *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȱ 

7 March 2019 
Washington D.C. 

Closed 
discussion table: 
National 
Protection 
Mechanisms, 
exchange of 
experiences and 
lessons learned. 

IACHR RFOE 
 
Inter -American 
Dialogue 

This activity  carried out by the Office of 
the Special Rapporteur was attended 
by the Special Rapporteur Edison 
Lanza and Melissa Cabrera, a 
consultant for RFOE, to present the 
recommendations and standards 
produced by the office in relation to 
protection of journalists and the 
obligations of prevention, protection, 
and prosecution. 

   
This activity was attended by the 
Director of the mechanism to protect 
journalists in Colombia, Pablo 
Gonzalez, who explained the operation 
of the mechanism and implementation 
of measures to protect journalists in 
Colombia. Civil society organizations 
such as CPJ, FLIP, Article 19 Mexico, 
Trade Union of Journalists of Paraguay 
among other organizations and 
academics for the protection of 
journalists also participated in an 
information exchange exercise. 
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8 March 2019 
Washington D.C. 

Presentation of 
the thematic 
report "Women 
journalists and 
freedom of 
expression. 
Discrimination 
and gender- 
based violence 
against women 
journalists for 
the exercise of 
their profession" 

IACHR RFOE 
 
George Washington 
University - Law 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the Inter- 
American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) presented the thematic 
report "Women journalists and 
freedom of expression. Discrimination 
and gender-based violence against 
women journalists for the exercise of 
their  profession" 
In the framework of the presentation of 
this report, three discussion panels 
were developed 

 
Panel I - Journalist Security: A gender 
perspective 
Panel II - The digital environment and 
the special risks for women journalists 

   Panel III - Recommendations for the 
prevention of violence and 
discrimination against women 
journalists 

13 March 2019 

Mexico City 

Workshop with 
Civil Society 
Organizations 
and Journalists of 
Cuba 

Participants 

 
Edison Lanza, 
Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression 

The lawyer of the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur, Tatiana Teubner, 
imparted a closed workshop for 
journalists and civil society in Cuba, to 
inform about the findings of the report 
made by the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur in which it analyzes the 
situation on freedom of expression in 
Cuba through the standards of Inter- 
American System and from that, offers 
recommendations to the State that 
contribute to the effective enforcement 
of this right in the country. 

The workshop also allowed to hear 
experiences of Cuban journalists, who 
have used the mechanisms of the 
IACHR, such as public hearings and 
precautionary measures and provided 
the opportunity for the office to know 
first -hand the most recent challenges 
and obstacles that they have 
confronted to exercise their right to 
freedom of expression in the country. 

  
Antonia Urrejola - 

  Commissioner 
Rapporteur Country 
Cuba 

  
Tatiana Teubner - 
RFOE 

  
IWPR 

  
Melissa Cabrera - RFOE 

  Journalists and 
organizations of Cuban 
civil society 

13 March 2019 

Mexico City 

 
Presentation of 
the special 
report of the 
IACHR RFOE on 
the situation of 
freedom of 
expression in 
Cuba. 

IWPR 

Participation: 

David Kaye - United 
Nations Freedom of 
Expression Rapporteur 
(via videoconference) 

Antonia Urrejola - 
Commissioner, Country 
Rapporteur 

Edison Lanza, Special 
Rapporteur IACHR 
RFOE 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the Inter- 
American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) presented in Mexico 
City the special report on the situation 
of freedom of expression in Cuba. The 
event was convened in conjunction 
with the IWPR organization and was 
attended by prominent  members of the 
independent media of Cuba, as well as 
representatives of civil society 
organizations working to promote the 
right to freedom of expression in the 
mentioned country. 
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15 March 2019 

Mexico City 

Event: Social 
networks and 
democracy: 
between 
regulation and 
freedom of 
expression. 

Institute for democracy 
and electoral assistance 
- IDEA 

The Rapporteur Edison Lanza, 
participated as a speaker in the event 
social networks and democracy, within 
the working table "between regulation 
and freedom of expression" 

19 March 2019  

Palais des Nations 
Geneva, 
Switzerland  

Human Rights 
Council - 40th 
Session 

Event: Human 
rights abuses in 
Venezuela 

Freedom House 
 
U.S. Mission in Geneva 

United Nations 

Canada 

UK 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated as a panelist at the 
meeting held at the Palais de Nations in 
Geneva to address the issue of human 
rights abuses in Venezuela. 

 
After that session, the ER was invited to 
participate as a speaker at the press 
conference on the same topic. 

  Germany  

  
Other allies 

 

28 March 2019, 
Bogotá Colombia 

Inter -American 
Standards and 
national 
legislation 
workshop on 
access to 
environmental 
information in 
the context of 
extractive 
industries 

IACHR RFOE 

 
University of the Andes 

 
MASP - Legal 
Environment and 
Public Health Clinic 

 
Network for the rights 
of access, information, 
participation, and 
justice in 
environmental matters 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
conducted the Inter -American 
Standards and National Legislation 
Workshop on access to environmental 
information  in the context of extractive 
industries - Colombia. This workshop 
was aimed at officials, representatives 
of civil society and other relevant 
actors; and aimed to disseminate the 
inter -American standards regarding 
access to public information applied to 
environmental information in the 
context of the reinforced protection 
that the inter-American instruments 
grant to this fundamental right. 

March 29, 
Cartagena 
Colombia 

Mid-year 
meeting 

 
IAPA Inter- 
American Press 
Society 

Inter -American Press 
Society IAPA 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited by the IAPA to participate in the 
public act of acknowledgment of 
international responsibility (State of 
Colombia) in the framework of the 
Carvajal vs. Colombia case. 
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Mexico City, 
Mexico 

23, 24 April, UNAM 

Panel of Experts 
on 
Misinformation 
in Electoral 
Contexts 

Office of the Special 
Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression 
of the IACHR 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the IACHR 
carried out a panel made up of 28 
experts on Disinformation in electoral 
contexts. 

  National Electoral 
Institute of Mexico, INE 

 
UNAM 

 
This panel aimed to promote a 
multidisciplinary and multisectoral 
debate to address the issue of 
misinformation in the digital era and 
the challenges that the phenomenon 
presents for electoral processes. 

   
Thematic axes related to the causes, 
impacts and responses to the 
phenomenon of misinformation and 
elections in the hemisphere were 
analyzed, with the objective of making 
contributions for the elaboration of the 
"Practical guide of recommendations 
to guarantee freedom of expression, 
access to information from various 
sources on the Internet during the 
development of electoral processes, 
without undue interference" in 
compliance with the mandate 
requested to this office by the OAS. 

Mexico City, 
Mexico 

25 April, UNAM  

INE event 
internet and 
social networks 
in electoral 
contexts. 

National Electoral 
Institute of Mexico, INE 

The Special Rapporteur, Edison Lanza 
was invited to participate as an expert 
speaker at the panel organized by the 
INE, ¨The impact of the internet and 
social networks on political  culture and 
political - electoral behavior  ̈

Mexico City, 
Mexico 

April 25th  

Congress of the 
State of Mexico 

Presentation of 
the Special 
Report of the 
RFOE ¨Women 
Journalists and 
Freedom of 
Expression, 
Discrimination 
and gender- 
based violence 
against women 
journalists in the 
exercise of their 
profession  ̈

Congress of the State of 
Mexico 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
presented in the Senate of the Republic 
the Special report  of the RFOE "Women 
Journalists and Freedom of Expression, 
Discrimination and gender-based 
violence against women journalists in 
the exercise of their profession" in 
coordination with the Equality 
Commission of Gender and the Human 
Rights Commission 
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May 3, 2019 

San Jose, Costa 
Rica 

Inter -American 
Court of Human 
Rights, 

Regional 
celebration of 
World Press 
Freedom Day. 

Office of the Special 
Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression 
of the IACHR 

 
UNESCO 

The Special Rapporteur, Edison Lanza 
participated as an organizer and 
panelist in the international 
celebration of World Press Freedom 
Day in Latin America. 

   
The Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights 

During the celebration, a series of 
panels open to the public were 
developed at the headquarters of the 
Inter -American Court, with the 
participation of renowned journalists, 
jurists, and international activists. 

   
Topics such as the operation of the 
Internet and its impact on the right to 
seek, receive, and disseminate 
information  were addressed during the 
presentations 

Mexico City 

May 14 - 16 2019  

Facebook 
Oversight Board 

Facebook Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate in the Facebook 
Oversight Event, where the current 
plans for the conformation of the 
Facebook Oversight Board were 
discussed. 

   
In this event, issues such as decision- 
making regarding what content 
violates or not the Facebook 
community norms and how those 
decisions ultimately affect the global 
policy development process were 
addressed. 

   
Similarly, group conversations and 
activities were conducted, specially 
designed to request contributions on 
the structure, objectives, and design of 
the Oversight board. 

Lima, Peru  

May 20-22, 2019 

Training Course 
Freedom of 
Expression and 
Access to 
Information at 
the Academy of 
the Magistracy of 
Peru 

Office of the Special 
Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression 
of the IACHR 

 
UNESCO 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
participated together with UNESCO 
and the Universidad de los Andes in the 
training course for Judges in Peru. 
Attorney Cecilia La Hoz presented the 
session on the inter -American system 
and standards of freedom of 
expression. 

 
Meetings with 
civil society and 
journalists 

 
In addition, the lawyer held meetings 
with members of civil society and 
journalists in order to monitor priority 
issues and current issues regarding the 
right to freedom of expression in Peru. 
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Panama City, 
Panama 

22-24 May 2019 

 
Workshop 
Community 
Content - 
Facebook Latin- 
America 

Facebook 

 
Regional Office of the 
United Nations 
Development Program 
(UNDP) 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
participated in the Workshop for 
Community Content of Facebook for 
civil society and defenders of Central 
America, and international 
organizations with a presence in the 
region. 

Tunisia, Tunisia 

June 12, 2019 

Rightscon 2019 Article 19 Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited by the organization Article 19 
Brazil to participate as speaker of the 
Panel: 7ÈÁÔɉ×ÅÎÔɊȭÓ!ÐÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
Brazilian elections? Held during the 
framework of the Righstcon 2019 
human rights convention in Tunisia. 

Tunisia, Tunisia 

June 13, 2019 

Rightscon 2019 Article 19 Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited by the organization Article 19 
to participate as a panel member: 
Returning protest to the people: A 
campaign to destigmatize protesters. 
carried out during the framework of 
the Righstcon 2019 human rights 
convention in Tunisia. 

Lima, Peru 

17 June 2019 

Meeting with 
SCO Peru 

RFOE 

 
Pacific University 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
convened a meeting with members of 
civil society and journalists from Peru 
with the aim of providing a space to 
share information on priority issues 
and current issues regarding the right 
to freedom of expression in Peru. The 
meeting also served as a forum to 
advance the implementation of inter- 
American standards in the country 
through the discussion of joint 
strategies and the use of the 
mechanisms of the system. 

Lima, Peru 

18 June 2019 

Talk 

Should crimes 
against honor be 
decriminalized in 
Peru? 

RFOE 

 
Pacific University 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
and the University of the Pacific 
convened the Talk: Should crimes 
against honor be decriminalized in 
Peru? 

20-21 June 2019 

Buenos Aires, 
Argentina  

Defending the 
Integrity of the 
Latin American 
Information 
Space 

Forum 

Cadal 

National Endowment 
for Democracy 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
participated in the event Defending the 
Integrity of the Information Space in 
LAC together with more than 15 
organizations specialized in freedom of 
expression and digital rights in the 
region. During the event, the project 
coordinator Melissa Cabrera, 
presented the current process of 
developing the guide to address online 
misinformatio n in electoral contexts 
and participated in discussions on 
regional priorities in the field. 



21  

Monday, 24 June 
2019  

Geneva, 
Switzerland  

Presentation of 
the Report on 
Freedom of 
Expression in 
Cuba 

41st United Nations 
Human Rights Council 

 
United Nations Special 
Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Opinion 
and Expression 

IWPR 

CPJ 

The Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
and the Special Rapporteur for the 
promotion and protection of the rights 
to Freedom of opinion and expression 
of the UN, David Kaye, presented the 
Report on Freedom of Expression in 
Cuba at the Palais des Nations. The 
Panel was also made up of 
representatives from IWPR, CPJ and 
three Cuban activists who traveled 
from the island and from Miami: Hugo 
Landa, Luis Manuel Alcántara, and 
Maikel Gonzalez. 

Wednesday, 26 
June 2019 

Medellin, Colombia  

Presentation of 
Progress of the 
Ȱ'ÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ 
address online 
Misinformation 
in electoral 
ÃÏÎÔÅØÔÓȱ 

48th OAS 
General 
Assembly 

RFOE 

 
Secretariat for 
Strengthening 
Democracy, OAS 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
organized a parallel event to the OAS 
General Assembly to present the 
progress in the guide for online 
misinformation in electoral contexts 
that is being developed based on the 
mandate given by the OAS General 
Assembly in 2018. 

 
The panel consisted of the National 
Electoral Institute of Mexico, Facebook, 
the Secretariat for Strengthening 
Democracy of the OAS, and the Green 
Lantern organization. 

   
The audience, consisting of permanent 
missions and observers to the OAS, had 
the opportunity to ask questions and 
provide comments based on the 
experience of their countries and the 
needs that have been identified in this 
topic. 

Wednesday, 26 
June 2019 

Medellin, Colombia  

Presentation of 
Progress of the 
Ȱ'ÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ 
address online 
Misinformation 
in electoral 
ÃÏÎÔÅØÔÓȱ 

48th OAS 
General 
Assembly 

CEJIL 

WOLA 

FLIP 

IACHR 

Office of the United 
Nations High 
Commissioner for 
Human Rights in 
Colombia 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza was invited 
to participate in the Defenders Under 
Attack event within the framework of 
the OAS General Assembly in Medellin. 
The Rapporteur shared with the 
audience the work carried out by the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur on the 
protection of journalists and defenders 
through the protection mechanisms 
and reiterated in this regard the 
obligations of the States. The panel was 
accompanied by Cecilia Lozano, 
Mapiripan leader, Isabel Zuleta of Rios 
Vivos Movement, Sebastian Escobar of 
CAJAR, and Paulo Abrao, Secretary of 
the IACHR 
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Monday 8 July 
2019  

New York, United 
States 

High Level 
Meeting to 
discuss the Role 
of the Judicial 
Sector in SDG16 - 
Strengthening 
the Rule of Law 
and Human 
Rights to achieve 
Peaceful, Fair 
and Inclusive 
Societies 

Iberoamerican Judicial 
Summit 

 
UNESCO 

UNDP 

AIAMP 

The Project Coordinator Melissa 
Cabrera participated in the high-level 
forum to advance SDG16 
Strengthening the Rule of Law and 
Human Rights to achieve Peaceful, Fair 
and Inclusive Societies, held at the 
United Nations headquarters in New 
York. 

 
This event aimed to present regional 
justice systems as key actors for the 
promotion of peace, justice, and strong 
institutions, and discuss future joint 
activities. 

Tuesday 9 July 
2019  

New York, United 
States 

Closed Meeting 
Strengthening 
the Rule of Law 
and Human 
Rights to achieve 
Peaceful, Fair 
and Inclusive 
Societies 

I/A Court  

 
Iberoamerican Judicial 
Summit 

 
UNDP COMJIB 

The Project Coordinator Melissa 
Cabrera attended the closed meeting 
following the Forum on Strengthening 
the Rule of Law and Human Rights 
where issues were discussed regarding 
the next steps to be taken regarding 
SDG 16 and potential donors for the 
project. 

  AIAMP  

July 9th, 2019 

Washington D.C. 

Regulation and 
Telecommunicati 
ons Summit, 
Freedom of 
Expression, 
Media, and Press: 
Meeting of 
Regulatory 
Bodies of Latin 
America 

OAS 

CITEL 

CERTAL 

The lawyer of the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur Cecilia la Hoz was invited 
to participate in the Summit 
Regulation and Telecommunications, 
Freedom of Expression, Media and 
Press where she was in charge of 
presenting the situation of freedom of 
expression in the region and the 
challenges of this right in the next 
decade, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Joint Declaration of 
the Twentieth Anniversary of the 
Rapporteurs for Freedom of 
Expression of the OAS, UN, ACHPR, and 
OSCE. 

10 July 2019 

London, England  

Ȱ-%$)! 
FREEDOM 
CONFERENCE 
ςπρωȱ 

Article 19 

 
Centre for Law and 
Democracy, CLD 

 
Global Campaign for 
Free Expression 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated and signed together with 
the United Nations Special Rapporteur 
(UN) for Freedom of Opinion and 
Expression, the Representative of the 
Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) for 
Freedom of Media, and the Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression 
and Access to Information of the 
African Commission on Human and 
Peoples' Rights (ACHPR), at the launch 
of the joint Declaration of the 20th 
ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙȡ Ȱ#ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÆÏÒ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ 
ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÄÅÃÁÄÅ ȱ 
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11 July 2019 

London, England  

Ȱ-%$)! 
FREEDOM 
CONFERENCE 
ςπρωȱ 

UK Government 

Canada Government 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate as a panelist in 
the event in the following panels: 
Delegation Leaders Dinner 
Navigating misinformation organized 
by the Government of Canada. 
Safety of Women Journalists 

Monday 29 July 
2019  

El Salvador, San 
Salvador  

Inauguration V 
edition of the 
diploma: 

 
Ȱ'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ 
of political 
systems and 
public 
ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȱ - 
ECADE 

Salvadoran Foundation 
for Economic and Social 
Development - 
FUSADES 

 
ECADE Central 
American School of 
Government and 
Democracy 

 
Hanns Seidel 
Foundation 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited by the Salvadoran Foundation 
for Economic and Social Development 
to participate in the Inauguration of 
the fifth edition of the diploma 
"General aspects of political systems 
and public management" held at the 
Central American School of 
Government and Democracy in the city 
of El Salvador where he was in charge 
of giving the keynote conference 
"Misinformation in times of social 
networks" risk for democracy? 

Monday 29 July 
2019  

El Salvador, San 
Salvador  

Lunch Salvadoran Foundation 
for Economic and Social 
Development - 
FUSADES 

Rapporteur Edison Lanza was invited 
to participate in a lunch to address 
issues related to the state of Freedom 
of expression in the region. 

  
ECADE Central 
American School of 
Government and 
Democracy 

 

  
Hanns Seidel 
Foundation 

 

  
Netherlands Institute 
for Multiparty 
Democracy 

 

Tuesday, 30 July 
2019  

Mexico City, 
Mexico 

Inter -American 
Standards and 
national 
legislation 
workshop on 
access to 
environmental 
information in 
the context of 
extractive 
industries 

IACHR RFOE The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
held the Inter -American Standards and 
National Legislation Workshop on 
access to environmental information  in 
the context of extractive industries - 
Mexico. This workshop was for 
officials, representatives of civil 
society, and other relevant actors; and 
aimed to disseminate the inter- 
American standards regarding access 
to public information applied to 
environmental information in the 
context of the reinforced protection 
that the inter-American instruments 
grant to this fundamental right. 
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Tuesday, 20 
August 2019  

Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras  

Closed 
Event 

C-LIBRE The Special Rapporteur attended a 
dinner organized by C-Libre which was 
attended by around 80 people linked to 
the fight for freedom of expression in 
the country, including journalists, Civil 
Society Organizations in the field of 
Freedom of Expression, and Directors 
of media. 

Tuesday, 20 
August 2019  

Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras  

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, 21 
August 2019  

Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras  

Closed 
Event 

Frente a Frente Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate in the television 
program conducted by the journalist 
Renato Álvarez Frente a Frente where 
he spoke about the situation of 
Freedom of Expression in the 
Hemisphere, during which the 
program also participated in the 
debate table journalists from 
Honduras and the C-Libre 
Organization 

Event: 

Forum Violence 
against 
journalists 
within the 
framework of 
covering social 
protest. 

C-Libre Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate as in the Violence 
against journalists forum in the 
framework of the covering social 
protest, within which he was in charge 
ÏÆ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ Á ËÅÙÎÏÔÅ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÎ Ȱ4ÈÅ 
obligations of the states in relation to 
journalists covering social protest 
situations ȱȢ 

Wednesday, 21 
August 2019  

Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras  

Event: Dinner 
with Women's 
Human Rights 
Organizations 

Women's Civil Society 
Organizations 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
attended a dinner organized by 
different Women's Organizations to 
discuss issues of access and 
dissemination of information 
regarding issues concerning women's 
rights and freedom of expression in 
Honduras. 

Wednesday, 21 
August 2019  

Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras  

Inter -American 
Standards and 
national 
legislation 
workshop on 
access to 
environmental 
information in 
the context of 
extractive 
industries 

IACHR RFOE 

 
Institute of Access to 
Public Information IAIP 
Honduras 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
held the Inter -American Standards and 
National Legislation Workshop on 
access to environmental information  in 
the context of extractive industries - 
Honduras. This workshop was for 
officials, representatives of civil 
society, and other relevant actors; and 
aimed to disseminate the inter- 
American standards regarding access 
to public information applied to 
environmental information in the 
context of the reinforced protection 
that the inter-American instruments 
grant to this fundamental right. 
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Friday 23 August  
2019  

Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras  

Talk with 
Honduran 
journalists 

C-Libre Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
attended a talk attended by around 35 
journalists, this space was an 
opportunity for journalists from 
different  states of the region to present 
their cases and discuss their 
experience regarding the challenges 
they face during the exercise of their 
profession in the country. 

Monday, 26 August  
2019  
Buenos Aires, 
Argentina  

Ȱ,ÁÕÎÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Cybersecurity 
#ÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȱ 

Center for Global 
Impact 

 
International 
Republican Institute 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited by the International  Republican 
Institute to participate as a panelist in 
the launch of the Cybersecurity 
Campaign in Argentina within the 
Panel: 
Why is cybersecurity important for the 
Argentine elections? 

Tuesday 10 
September 2019 

Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Seminar on 
intermediary 
responsibility 
and freedom of 
expression: 

Brazilian Institute of 
Consumer Defense 
IDEC 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited by the Brazilian Institute of 
Consumer Defense IDEC to participate 
as a panelist in the Seminar on 
intermediary responsibility and 
freedom of expression in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. 

Tuesday 17 
September, Mexico 
City 

Training diploma 
in the Inter- 
American Human 
Rights system 

Ȱ(ÅÃÔÏÒ &ÉØ 
3ÁÍÕÄÉÏ ςπρωȱ 

UNAM Legal Research 
Institute  

 
IACHR 

 
UNAM General 
Advocacy Office 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the training diploma in 
the Inter-American Human Rights 
system "Hector Fix Samudio 2019" in 
which he was in charge of giving the 
class on "Violence against journalists 
and media" 

  IDH Court  

Thursday 19  
September 2019, 
Buenos Aires, 
Argentina  

Celebration of 
the tenth 
anniversary of 
the Center for 
Studies on 
Freedom of 
Expression and 
Access to 
Information  

CELE 

 
University of Palermo 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the celebration of the 
tenth anniversary of the Center for 
Studies on Freedom of Expression and 
Access to Information, in which he 
delivered the keynote lecture: 
"Perspectives on freedom of 
expression in Latin America." 

Saturday, 
September 21, 
2019, Washington 
D.C. 

Expert Dialogue 
on Secularism 
and Religious 
Freedom 

IACHR The Special Rapporteur participated in 
the Dialogue of Experts on Secularism 
and Religious Freedom event 
organized by the IACHR during the 173 
Period of Sessions. 
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Monday, 
September 23, 
2019, Washington 
D.C. 

Event: Victims of 
the Dictatorship 
in Venezuela 

Freedom House 

Defend Venezuela 

A world without gag 

 
Criminal Forum 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate in the Victims of 
the Dictatorship event in Venezuela, 
organized by different organizations of 
Human Rights Defenders of the 
mentioned country. The Rapporteur 
was in charge of presenting the Threats 
to Freedom of Expression segment in 
Venezuela. 

September 25-27, 
2019, Lima, Peru  

Training course 
for trainers for 
Directors and 
Directors of 
Schools of Public 
Ministries of 
Latin America 

UNESCO 

 
The Office of the 
Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression 

The lawyer, Cecilia La Hoz, participated 
as a speaker in the course in order to 
raise awareness of the standards, 
jurisprudence and work of the Office of 
the Special Rapporteur in relation to 
violence against freedom of expression 
and the role of the judiciary to counter 
it and fight impunity  

September 25-27, 
2019, Washington 
D.C. 

International 
Course on Public 
Policies in 
human rights of 
the IPPDH. 

IACHR - IPPDH On September 25 and 27, in 
Washington-DC, Tatiana Guasti, lawyer 
of the RFOE, gave the workshop on the 
right of access to information in the 
Inter -American System of Human 
Rights, to the participants of the 
International Public Policy Course in 
human rights of the IPPDH. 

2 de octubre de 
2019, Washington 
D.C. 

Course on the 
Inter -American 
System for the 
Protection of 
Human Rights 
for agents of the 
State, IACHR- 
IIDH 

-Robert F. Kennedy 
Human Rights 

 
-Washington College of 
Law, American 
University 

The lawyers Tatiana Teubner and 
Cecilia La Hoz, participated as speakers 
in the course in order to publicize the 
mandate of the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur, its creation, its functions 
and work methodology. They also 
presented the situation of freedom of 
expression in the region, the work 
areas of the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur and the challenges of this 
right in the future. 

October 4, 2019, 
Aguascalientes, 
Mexico 

XXVI 
International 
Law Workshop. 

Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Mexico 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to give a talk on Freedom of 
Expression and Violent Extremism in 
the framework of the International 
Law Workshop offered by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Mexico and 
organized by the Pan American 
University of Aguas Calientes. 

  Pan American 
University of 
Aguascalientes 

October 6, 2019, 
Miami United 
States 

75th General 
Assembly of the 
Inter -American 
Press Society 

Inter -American Press 
Society 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the 75th General 
Assembly of the Inter-American Press 
Association within the panel, Freedom 
of Expression and Violent Extremism in 
International  Law 
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2-4 October 2019, 
Panama 

UNESCO 
Regional Forum 
of Allies for Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean 

UNESCO The Project Coordinator Melissa 
Cabrera participated in the Plenary 
0ÁÎÅÌ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
Forum that brought together more 
than 300 UNESCO allies in the region. 
The presentation focused on the 
challenges for freedom of expression in 
the digital age. 

1 November 2019, 
Caracas Venezuela 

Conference: 

Media and 
Freedom of 
Expression in 
Venezuela 

RFOE - IACHR 

 
Embassy of the United 
Kingdom in Caracas 

 
Public space 

On the occasion of the international 
day against impunity  for crimes against 
journalists, the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur organized this in 
coordination with the Public Space 
Foundation, the Media and Freedom 
Conference (Creativity, Innovation and 
communication tools) in Caracas, 
Venezuela. 

   More than 70 journalists from all 
regions of the country attended, who 
were able to access and participate 
interactively in different panels and 
activities focused on addressing the 
problem of the exercise of journalism 
in Venezuela according to the current 
context of the country showing the 
challenges          and opportunities 
presented to carry out the same. 

November 2, 2019, 
Caracas Venezuela 

Workshops: 

Protection 
Mechanisms of 
the Inter- 
American Human 
Rights System to 
exercise freedom 
of expression in 
Venezuela. 

RFOE - IACHR 

 
Embassy of the United 
Kingdom in Caracas 

 
Public space 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression organized, in 
coordination with the Public Space 
Foundation, two workshops attended 
by more than 75 Venezuelan 
journalists from different regions of 
the country and Civil Society 
Organizations of Venezuela focused on 
defending Freedom of Expression. 

   These workshops aimed to provide 
tools and inform these groups on how 
to access and use the different 
protection mechanisms by dynamically 
offering them various materials and 
information  that allow them to exercise 
journalism more safely. 
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7 November 2019 

Quito, Ecuador  

Forum of the 
Inter -American 
Human Rights 
System 

 
Panel: Impunity 
as a factor of 
violence against 
journalists and 
media workers. 
Proposals for the 
use of the SDG 
16.10 indicator 
reporting system 

Voices of the South 

IACHR 

OAS 

 
Inter -American Court 
of 

Human rights 

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression of the IACHR, Edison Lanza 
participated in the IACHR Forum in the 
Impunity panel as a factor of violence 
against journalists which aimed to 
formulate proposals for the use of the 
Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicator Reporting System SDG 16.10 
that measure the level of press 
freedom, access to information and the 
security of journalists, in order to be 
used by the Inter-American Human 
Rights System in the reports of the 
IACHR RFOE with the ultimate goal of 
reducing impunity in crimes against 
the press. 

   During the panel he also carried out a 
comparative analysis of the national 
mechanisms of journalists' security in 
the region and of the common 
solutions to the problem of violence 
against the press. 

   Participants: Dr. Frank LaRue, in his 
capacity as Former UN Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression, Fundamedios, 
Voces del Sur and RFOE. 

10 November 2019 

Mexico City 

RFOE AWARD 
2019 

Colpin 2019 

IPYS - COLPIN 

RFOE IACHR 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
traveled to Mexico City to present and 
deliver the prize to the winners of the 
second edition of the RFOE AWARD 
ceremony that took place within the 
framework of the Latin American 
conference of investigative journalism 
COLPIN 2019. 

13th November 

Quito, Ecuador  

Workshop on 
protection of 
communication 
workers in 
Ecuador 

Council for Regulation, 
Development and 
Promotion of 
Information and 
Communication 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated as a speaker in the forum: 
Freedom of expression, responsibility 
and diversity in the face of new 
communication scenarios; which had 
the assistance and participation of 
communication workers, media, 
unions, social organizations and 
academic institutions. 

This was a space for reflection on the 
challenges that Ecuadorian society has 
with regard to the protection of 
communication workers, as 
fundamental actors to strengthen 
democracy. 

14 November 2019 

Panama City 

XIV Inter- 
American 
Meeting of 
Electoral 
Authorities 

Electoral Tribunal - 
Panama 

 
OAS - DECO 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the XIV Inter-American 
Meeting of Electoral Authorities, 
organized by the Electoral Tribunal of 
Panama and the Department of 
Electoral Cooperation and Observation 
of the OAS within the Social Media 
Laboratory Segment: Political 
strategies in digital media. 
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15 November 2019  Freedom of 
Expression, Law 
and Justice 
conference 

National Journalism 
Council 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
delivered the conference Freedom of 
Expression, Law and Justice organized 
by the National Journalism Council of 
Panama. 

21-22 November 
2019 Bogotá, 
Colombia 

Event: 

Digital Security 
and Journalism 
in Restrictive 
Societies 

RFOE - IACHR 

 
United Kingdom 

 
FLIP Press Freedom 
Foundation 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza and 
Project Manager Melissa Cabrera 
participated in Bogotá's workshop on 
Digital Security and Journalism in 
Restrictive Societies: Protection tools 
for the exercise of investigative 
journalism in Venezuela - Organized by 
RFOE - IACHR. 

   This workshop was attended by 
journalists from several regions of 
Venezuela and Colombian journalists, 
who participated in digital security 
panels, among which the following 
stand out: online violence against 
women journalists dictated by Amalia 
Toledo of the Karisma Foundation, 
Introduction to Digital Security and 
Digital Security workshop dictated by 
Pablo Arcuri of Internews, inter- 
American standards related to 
investigative journalism and digital 
rights dictated by Luisa Isaza of FLIP, 
and surveillance and blockades in Latin 
America dictated by Daniela Alvarado 
of IPYS Venezuela. 

25th November  Event Digital Rights Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the IGF as a panelist in 
the forum organized by Digital Rights 
on Technology and Surveillance in 
Latin America: Towards human rights 
standards 

Berlin, Germany   

 Internet 
Governance 
Forum - 14th 
Annual Meeting 
of the Internet 
Governance 
Forum - IGF 

 

26th November 

Berlin, Germany  

Event Facebook: 
Encryption 

Facebook Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was 
invited to participate in a closed 
meeting organized by Facebook where 
he was responsible for addressing the 
issue of encryption threats and the 
effect it has on freedom of expression. 

26th November 

Berlin, Germany  

Roundtable: 
Panel: 5G, IoT 
and Zero Rating 
Challenges for 
Net Neutrality 

FGV Law School Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the IGF as a panelist in 
the forum organized by FGV law school 
on 5G, IoT and Zero Rating Challenges 
for Net Neutrality. 

27th November 

Berlin, Germany  

Forum How to 
deal with 
terrorist content 
and extreme 
violence online 

FGV Law School Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the IGF as a panelist in 
the forum How to address terrorist 
content and extreme violence online. 
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28th November 

Berlin, Germany  

Forum: 

Community 
Networks: Policy 
and Regulations 

FGV Law School Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza 
participated in the IGF as a panelist in 
the forum organized by FGV law 
school: on Community Networks: 
Policy and Regulations. 

 
 

5) Working visits and  meetings 

24. Below is a summary of the working visits and meetings carried out by the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur in 2019: 

 
Working visits  

 

Country  Date/ 
Place 

Institution  Description  

Costa Rica 22 to 29 
January 
2019, San 
José 

129 Regular Period 
of Sessions I/A 
Court HR 

Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Edison 
Lanza attended the 129 Regular Period of Sessions of the 
Inter -American Court related to the alleged violation of the 
right  to freedom of expression, political  rights and freedom 
of movement of Mr. Tulio Álvarez Ramos, for a criminal 
proceedings against him due to the alleged commission of 
the crime of aggravated defamation. 

Guatemala 20 - 22 
May, 
2019. 

Office of the United 
Nations High 
Commissioner - 
Guatemala 

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression made an academic visit  to Guatemala to discuss 
issues regarding the situation of freedom of expression in 
that country. 

 
The following  activities were carried out within  the agenda 
of the visit: 

 
-Public launch of the joint OHCHR-PDH report on human 
rights defenders and journalists. 

Quito, 
Ecuador 

October 
28 to 31, 
2019 

IACHR Work Visit to 
Ecuador 

The Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was part of the 
IACHR delegation during the Work Visit to Ecuador, to 
address the human rights situation in the context of the 
protests. 

 
During the visit, the Rapporteur attended three meetings 
with journalists and representatives of different media 
from all regions of the country, one of them in the company 
of Commissioner Luis Ernesto Vargas. 

 
Similarly, the rapporteur had the opportunity to visit 
several media directly affected during the protests such as 
the newspaper "El Comercio", Radio Pichincha, and 
Teleamazonas. 

 
Finally, the Rapporteur met with authorities of the 
Municipality of Quito and members of the forensic team of 
legal medicine. 

Bolivia  November 
22nd - 
25th 

Work visit of the 
IACHR to Bolivia 

The lawyer of the Office of the Special Rapporteur Tatiana 
Guasti traveled to Bolivia as a representative of the Office 
in the IACHR delegation during this work visit that the 
Commission carried out to address the serious situation of 
human rights violations that had been occurring since the 
beginning of the month of November in the mentioned 
country. 
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El Salvador 2-4 
December 
2019 

On-site visit of the 
IACHR to El 
Salvador 

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression was 
part of the IACHR delegation during the on-site visit in El 
Salvador to discuss issues regarding the situation of 
freedom of expression in that country. 

   
The following activities were carried out within the agenda 
of the visit: 

   
Meeting organized and convened by the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur attended by more than 30 Civil Society 
organizations on freedom of expression and journalists 
from different regions of the country, to collect inputs and 
get a current perspective on the situation of freedom of 
expression and safety of journalists in El Salvador. 

   
Similarly, Rapporteur Edison Lanza and Commissioner 
Antonia Urrejola held a meeting with the board of 
commissioners of the Institute of Access to Information 
where it was possible to obtain inputs regarding the 
progress and projects the Institute has been carrying out 
regarding access. 

   
Finally, the Rapporteur met with  authorities such as the DA 
of Human Rights, and the President of the Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal. 

   
Finally, Rapporteur Edison Lanza attended, in the company 
of Commissioner Antonia Urrejola, multiple meetings with 
state authorities, MFA, Attorney General's Office, Ministry 
of Defense, Supreme Court of Justice, Public Defender, 
among others. Similarly, visits to communities and 
different meetings with victims and civil society were 
made. 

 
Work  Meeting 

 
s 

  

Country  Date/ 
Place 

Institution  Description  

Bolivia  171 
Period of 
Sessions 
of the 
Inter - 
American 
Commissi 
on on 
Human 
Rights. 

Press Freedom and 
Expression 
Monitoring and 
Surveillance Unit in 
Bolivia - ANP 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with  the Board of the 
ANP to discuss the situation of freedom of expression in 
Bolivia. 

Bolivia  171 
Period of 
Sessions 
of the 
Inter - 
American 
Commissi 
on on 
Human 
Rights. 

Presentation 
Thematic report of 
the RFOE to the 
IACHR 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza presented the report on 
children and media of the RFOE during the internal  session 
of the IACHR. 
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Bolivia  171 
Period of 
Sessions 
of the 
Inter - 
American 
Commissi 
on on 
Human 
Rights. 

Presentation of the 
ESE Final Report to 
the IACHR 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza presented in the internal 
session of the IACHR final report of the Special Follow-up 
Team to the precautionary measure 309/18 (ESE) 

 
February 
11, 2019 

  

Mexico March 
14th, 
2019 

IACHR RFOE Melissa Cabrera, a RFOE consultant, met with  more than 15 
civil society organizations that make up the CSO Space in 
Mexico and work for the protection of human rights and 
journalists in that country. The organizations presented to 
the IACHR / RFOE and the Swedish Cooperation, the 
challenges they identified for the next sexennial in relation 
to freedom of expression and civic space. 

Mexico March 
14th, 
2019 

IACHR RFOE Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza, together with Melissa 
Cabrera, a consultant for RFOE and Swedish Cooperation, 
met with 7 Mexican journalists from different States, 
currently beneficiaries of the protection mechanism of the 
Protection Mechanism of that country. The journalists 
presented to the Special Rapporteur the challenges they 
faced as journalists both in their home cities and in Mexico 
City. 

Jamaica May 7, 
2019 
Kingston 

172 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

 
Article 19 Brazil and 
other organizations 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with  the organization 
Article 19 Brazil, Civil Society Organizations on Freedom of 
Expression of Brazil, the Conectas Organization, and the 
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of association of the UN , M. Clément Voule, 
to follow up and discuss issues of joint interest regarding 
violations of freedom of expression in the context of public 
protests. 

Jamaica May 7, 
2019 
Kingston 

Meeting with the 
Special Rapporteur 
on the rights to 
freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of 
association of the 
UN, Mr. Clément 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly 
and of association, Mr. Clément Voule, to follow up and 
discuss issues of joint interest regarding violations of 
freedom of expression in the framework of public protests. 

Jamaica May 7, 
2019 
Kingston 

Work meeting: 
Precautionary 
measure David 
Romero 

The Special Rapporteur attended the working  meeting held 
by the IACHR, headed by the Country Rapporteur, Joel 
Hernández, regarding the precautionary measure of David 
Romero - Honduras 

  
172 Periodo de 
Sesiones 
Extraordinario de la 
Comisión 
Interamericana de 
Derechos Humanos. 
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Jamaica May 9, 
2019 
Kingston 

Meeting with 
Jamaican Civil 
Society 
Organizations on 
Freedom of 
Expression 

 
172 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Civil Society 
Organizations and Journalists from Jamaica and the 
Caribbean to discuss and collect inputs regarding the 
situation of Freedom of Expression in the region. 

Colombia June 26, 
2019, 
Medellín 

48 OAS General 
Assembly 

 
Meeting and Press 
Conference with 
Nicaraguan 
journalist Lucía 
Pineda 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the journalist 
Lucía Pineda of 100% Noticias, after her release after 6 
months detained since December 2018. The meeting was 
followed the morning after a press conference organized by 
Race and Equality, with the participation of national and 
international  media. 

Geneva 24 June 
2019 
Geneva 

Meeting with civil 
society 

 
41st United Nations 
Human Rights 
Council 

The Special Rapporteur and Commissioner Joel Hernandez 
held a meeting with 25 representatives of civil society 
organizations in Geneva in which they presented the 
greatest concerns regarding human rights and freedom of 
expression in the region. The meeting was attended by 3 
Cuban activists who traveled to the event of the launch of 
the Report on freedom of expression in Cuba. 

Honduras  21 August 
2019 
Tegucigal 
pa 

Meeting with the 
Institute of Access to 
Public Information 
(IAIP) of Honduras 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza attended a meeting with 
the Institute of Access to Public Information (IAIP) of 
Honduras in which the following topics were discussed: 

 
The renewal of the information reserve agreement of the 
Ministry of Defense. 

 
Reserve information on the financing of political parties. 

 
Reserve decree of environmental information, My 
Environment. 

Honduras  23 August 
2019 
Tegucigal 
pa 

Meeting Secretariat 
of Human Rights 
Honduras 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the Secretary of 
Human Rights of Honduras Judge Karla Cuevas to discuss 
issues related to the serious situation of Freedom of 
Expression in Honduras. 

Honduras  23 August 
2019 
Tegucigal 
pa 

Meeting with Center 
for Research and 
Promotion of 
Human Rights- 
CIPRODEH 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Ariel Diaz 
Director of the Center for Research and Promotion of 
Human Rights - CIPRODEH to discuss issues related to the 
case of the precautionary measure granted to Honduran 
journalist David Ellner 

Honduras  23 August 
2019 
Tegucigal 
pa 

Meeting with 
Journalists Coalition 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Dina Meza and 
other members of the Coalition of journalists, media and 
civil society organizations in Honduras to discuss issues of 
specific cases of journalists who have suffered violations to 
their rights of free exercise of journalistic work, as well as 
other issues that affect the exercise of Freedom of 
Expression in the country. 
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Brazil  Tuesday 
10 
Septembe 
r 2019 
Sao Paulo 

Meeting with Civil 
Society 
Organizations of 
Brazil Organized by 
IDEC 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Civil Society 
Organizations and Journalists of Brazil to discuss and 
collect inputs regarding the situation of freedom of 
expression in the country. 

Brazil  Tuesday 
10 
Septembe 
r 2019 
Sao Paulo 

Meeting with Civil 
Society 
Organizations of 
Brazil Organized by 
Article 19 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with different Civil 
Society Organizations and Journalists from Brazil where 
the following topics of interest were discussed. 

 
Criminalization and protests 

Civic Space Reduction 

Misinformation  

Mexico Tuesday 
17 
Septembe 
r, Mexico 
City 

Meeting with the 
Office of the 
Specialized 
Prosecutor for 
Human Rights 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the Minister. 
Sara Irene Herrerías Guerra, Prosecutor Specialized in 
Human Rights Matters to discuss issues related to the 
safety of journalists in Mexico among other threats to the 
free exercise of freedom of expression in Mexico. 

United 
States 

Tuesday, 
Septembe 
r 24, 2019, 
Washingto 
n D.C. 

173 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Gustavo Gómez 
- Director of Observacom, Uruguay to discuss different 
topics of interest and upcoming projects and events to be 
carried out together regarding freedom of expression in the 
region. 

United 
States 

Tuesday, 
Septembe 
r 24, 2019, 
Washingto 
n D.C. 

173 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

4ÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ %ÄÉÓÏÎ ,ÁÎÚÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅȭÓ ÔÅÁÍ 
met with the IFEX Network to follow up on issues of 
common interest and discuss upcoming opportunities for 
development and joint  work  regarding activities in defense 
of Freedom of Expression. 

Unite d 
States 

Tuesday, 
Septembe 
r 24, 2019, 
Washingto 
n D.C. 

173 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

4ÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ %ÄÉÓÏÎ ,ÁÎÚÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅȭÓ ÔÅÁÍ 
met with several Cuban journalists and representatives of 
civil society to exchange information and receive inputs 
regarding the situation and challenges to exercise Freedom 
of Expression.in that country. 

United 
States 

Tuesday, 
Septembe 
r 24, 2019, 
Washingto 
n D.C. 

173 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the Pro Bono 
Network of the Americas where opportunities for 
collaboration and joint work between both parties were 
discussed. 

United 
States 

Thursday, 
Septembe 
r 26, 2019, 
Washingto 
n D.C. 

173 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza and Attorney Tatiana 
Guasti met with representatives of the Race and Equality 
organization and Nicaraguan journalists Carlos Fernando 
Chamorro, Aníbal Toruño, Sergio León and Lucía Pineda to 
discuss the issue of the serious safety situation and 
restrictions on the exercise of journalism and freedom of 
expression in Nicaragua. 

United 
States 

Thursday, 
Septembe 
r 26, 2019, 
Washingto 
n D.C. 

173 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Special Rapporteur Edison met with the Regional Human 
Rights Advisory Foundation - INREDH to discuss issues, 
exchange information and receive inputs regarding the 
situation of Freedom of Expression and communicators 
and journalists in Ecuador. 
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United 
States 

Friday, 
Septembe 
r 27, 2019, 
Washingto 
n D.C. 

173 Period of 
Sessions of the 
Inter -American 
Commission on 
Human Rights. 

The /ÆÆÉÃÅȭÓ ÔÅÁÍ ÍÅÔ ×ÉÔÈ #ÁÒÌÏÓ #ÏÒÒÅÁȟ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ 
Venezuela Public Space to review the situation of freedom 
of expression in Venezuela and discuss possible promotion 
and training  events that will  take place during the month of 
November in Caracas ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȭÓ 
safety. 

United  Friday, 173 Period of Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the Minister. 
Luis Raúl González Pérez, President of the National Human 
Rights Commission of Mexico to discuss issues related to 
the safety situation of journalists and threats to the free 
exercise of freedom of expression in Mexico. 

States Septembe Sessions of the 
 r 27, 2019, Inter -American 
 Washingto Commission on 
 n D.C. Human Rights. 

 

 

6) Annual Report and Development of Expert Knowledge 

25. One of the main tasks of the Office of the Special Rapporteur is the preparation of the annual report on 
the state of freedom of expression in the hemisphere. Every year, this report analyzes the state of enjoyment of 
the right  to freedom of expression in the States of the hemisphere, which includes noting the main threats to the 
exercise of the right to freedom of expression and the progress that has been made in this area. 

26. Besides its annual reports, the Office of the Special Rapporteur periodically produces specific reports 
on particular countries. For example, it has prepared and published special reports on the situation regarding 
the right to freedom of expression in Paraguay (2001), Panama (2003), Haiti (2003), Guatemala (2004), 
Venezuela (2004), Colombia (2005), Honduras (2009, 2010 and 2015), Venezuela (2009 and 2010), Mexico 
(2010 and 2015), Chile (2017), Cuba (2018) and Ecuador (2019)  

27. )Î ςπρωȟ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÏÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ψ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ 
Journalists and Freedom of Expression: Discrimination and gender-based violence against women journalists 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȱȟ7 then on March 13 it was presented to the public in Mexico City the Special 
Report on Freedom of Expression in Cuba.8 Also, during 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur also 
ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȡ Ȱ2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ 0ÒÏÔÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȱȠ Ȱ&ÉÎÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉal Follow-up 
Team (ESE) Designated by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights: Follow-up of the component to 
investigate the facts that resulted in the kidnapping and murder of Javier Ortega, Paúl Rivas, and Efraín Segarra, 
members of the newspaper's ɉͼ%Ì #ÏÍÅÒÃÉÏͼɊ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÔÅÁÍ ÁÎÄȠ Ȱ2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ of Children and the 
Media in the !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÓȱȢ9 

28. Likewise, in October 2019, the office presented to the OAS Permanent Council a "Practical guide of 
recommendations to guarantee freedom of expression and access to information from various sources on the 
Internet in electoral contexts, without undue interference"10, culminating thus, the elaboration process led by 
this Office in coordination with the Department of Electoral Cooperation (DECO) of the OAS, and in response to 
the mandate granted by the General Assembly through the AG/RES. 2928-XLVIII-O/18. The Guide complements 
the efforts of this Office to address this issue and which began with the Joint Declaration on Freedom of 
Expression and "Fake News", disinformation, and propaganda, together with  the other Rapporteurs on freedom 
of expression in 2017. Other actions within this initiative include the advice of the RFOE to the electoral 
observation mission of the OAS during the presidential elections in Brazil, Bolivia, and Panama. The process of 
preparing the guide managed to reach a thematic, geographical, and sectorial balance. Multilateral  organizations 
-such as UNESCO-, civil  society organizations, electoral organizations in the region, representatives of the private 
sector, and academia participated in the process. 

7) Special Statements and Declarations  

29. Through the daily monitoring of the state of freedom of expression in the regionɂconducted by means 
of an extensive network of contacts and sourcesɂthe Office of the Special Rapporteur issues statements such as 
press releases, reports, and opinions on specific cases or situations that are relevant to the exercise of this 
fundamental right. Press releases issued by the Office of the Special Rapporteur receive wide coverage and 
constitute one of its most important work mechanisms. 

30. The Office of the Special Rapporteur receives many emails, which mainly refer to alerts, press releases, 
requests for information, and queries on freedom of expression in the region. Likewise, a small group of the 

 
7 Available at: http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/docs/informes/MujeresPeriodistas.pdf  
8 Available at: https://cidhoea.wixsite.com/cuba/english  

9 Available at: http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/informes/Informe_Final_ESE_MC_Dicc2019.pdf 
10 Available at: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publications/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/docs/informes/MujeresPeriodistas.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/informes/Informe_Final_ESE_MC_Dicc2019.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publications/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf
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emails refers to formal requests to the IACHR Individual Case System, and another group refers to topics that 
aÒÅ ÎÏÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅȭÓ ÊÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÒÅÖÉÅ×Óȟ ÆÉÌÔÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÆÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ 
information received to establish the actions to be taken. 

31. In addition, since its creation the Office of the Special Rapporteur has participated in the drafting of joint 
declarations with the other regional rapporteurs and the UN rapporteur for freedom of expression. These joint 
statements are generally signed by the UN Special Rapporteur; the Representative on Freedom of the Media of 
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE); the Special Rapporteur of the OAS, and the 
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information of the African Commission on Human 
ÁÎÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÅgional in nature, the declarations are signed by the Rapporteurs for 
the UN and the OAS. 

32. Joint statements constitute an important tool for the work of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. In 
previous years, these statements have covered different topics related to freedom of expression, according to 
context and time11. 

33. On July 10, experts for the freedom of expression of the UN, OSCE, IACHR, and the African Commission 
ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ςπρω *ÏÉÎÔ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ12 at an event that took place in London, 
England. The Declaration addresses the various current  threats to the freedom of the press, including threats to 
their safety and threats of a legal, political, technological, and economic nature, and the measures that States 
must take to address them. 

34. The Declaration was signed by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the promotion  and protection 
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, David Kaye, the Representative for Freedom of the Press of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Harlem Desir, the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the Organization of American States (OAS), Edison Lanza, and the Special Rapporteur 
on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information of the African CommiÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ 
(ACHPR), Lawrence Mute. 

35. During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur issued different press releases to raise awareness on 
facts related to freedom of thought and expression. These statements highlight especially worrying  facts and the 
best local practices, and explain the respective regional standards. Press releases issued during 2018 can be 
seen in the webpage of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR13. 

 
 

Country  Topic  Number  Tittle  Place / 
Date 

Mexico Violence against 
journalists 

R16/19 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression of the 
Inter -American Commission on 
Human Rights (IACHR) condemns the 
murder of José Rafael Murúa 
Manríquez and observes with concern 
the continuity of violence against 
journalists in México. 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

January 
25, 2019 

Venezuela Violence against 
journalists ɀ Restrictions 
to freedom of expression 

R23/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur 
demands the immediate release of 
journalists detained in Venezuela and 
refrain from expelling foreign 
correspondents 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

February 
1st, 2019 

Venezuela Restrictions to freedom of 
expression 

R62/19 Freedom of Expression experts of the 
UN and the IACHR express alarm over 
expansion of censorship measures in 
Venezuela 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

March 8, 
2019 

 
 
 
 
 

 
11 Available at: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docListCat.asp?catID=16&lID=  
12 Available at: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=1146&lID=1  
13 Available at: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/artListCat.asp?year=&countryID=&lID=1&catID=1  

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docListCat.asp?catID=16&amp;lID
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=1146&amp;lID=1
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/artListCat.asp?year&amp;countryID&amp;lID=1&amp;catID=1
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Regional Announcement R60/19 On the occasion of 2019 international 
×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÄÁÙȟ 4ÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Especial Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression presents the report 
Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
Expression: Discrimination and 
Gender-Based violence faced by 
women journalist in the exercise of 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȱȢ 

Washingto 
n, D.C 

March 8, 
2019 

Cuba Announcement R63/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur 
presents Special Report on the 
Situation of Freedom of Expression in 
Cuba 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

March 13, 
2019 

Honduras  Violence against 
journalists 

R71/19 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
Condemns the Murder of Journalist in 
Honduras and Urges to Investigate 
Connection to Journalistic Activity 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

March 20, 
2019 

Regional Situation of FoE in the 
Region 

R73/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression of the IACHR 
presents its 2018 Annual Report 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

March 21, 
2019 

Regional Announcement N/A  The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression presents 
the list of members of the Expert 
Group on disinformation in electoral 
contexts that will meet April 23-24 

Washingto 
n D.C. 

April  16, 
2019 

Regional 

 
 
 
 

 
Venezuela 

Freedom of Expression R107/19 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression, UNESCO, 
and the Inter- American Court of 
Human Rights celebrate World Press 
Freedom Day with a Panel on the 
protection of freedom of expression 
and the Internet. 

Montevide 
o, San Jose, 
Washingto 
n A 

pril 30, 
2019 

Restrictions to Freedom of 
Expression 

R116/19 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns closure of Radio Caracas 
Radio 750 AM, the censorship of 
television channels, restrictions on the 
Internet, and the arrest of journalists 
in Venezuela. 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

May 15, 
2019 

Mexico Violence against 
journalists 

R120/19 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns the continuance of murders 
of journalists and communicators in 
Mexico and urges the State to 
implement decisive measures to 
protect and combat impunity.  

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

May 17, 
2019 

Guatemal 
a 

Elections and FOE R147/19 Guatemala: Freedom of Expression 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÔÏ 
guaranteeing free and transparent 
elections this June 16. 

Washingto 
n D.C. 

June 12, 
2019 
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Haiti  Violence against 
journalists 

R151/19 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns the murder of journalist 
Petión Rospide and expresses its 
concern over the ongoing violence 
against journalists in the framework 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȭ 
coverage in Haiti 

Washingto 
n D.C. 

June 14, 
2019 

Mexico Violence against 
journalists 

R153/19 The Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns the murder of journalist 
Norma Sarabia in Mexico and notes 
with concern the ongoing attacks 
against journalists. 

Washingto 
n D.C. 

June 17, 
2019 

Brazil  Violence against 
journalists 

R164/19 Experts on freedom of expression of 
the UN and the IACHR express their 
concern over death threats against 
journalist Glenn Greenwald, director 
of The Intercept Brasil, and his family 

Washingto 
n D.C. 

July 1, 
2019 

Regional Freedom of Expression R173/19 Twentieth Anniversary of the Joint 
Declaration: Challenges to Freedom of 
Expression in the Next Decade. 

Washingto 
n D.C. 

July 10, 
2019 

Colombia Violence against 
journalists 

R177/19 On July 16, the IACHR presented 
before the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights the case Jineth Bedoya 
Lima and other, regarding Colombia. 

Washingto 
n D.C. 

July 19, 
2019 

Mexico Violence against 
journalists 

R189/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns increased violence against 
journalists and the media in Mexico 
and urges the State to strengthen 
strategies for prevention, protection, 
and fight against impunity at federal 
and state levels. 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 
August 5, 
2019 

Regional Access to public 
information  

Anuncio Apply for the RELE 2019 Award: 
"Access to Public Information and 
Investigative Journalism. 

Washingto 
n, D.C., 
August 8, 
2019 

Cuba Violence against 
journalists 

R206/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns prison sentence against 
journalist Roberto Quiñones and 
expresses concern about the 
persistence of criminalization and 
harassment against communicators 
and human rights defenders in Cuba. 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 20 
August 
2019 

Nicaragua Violence against 
journalists 

R212/19 Nicaragua: Nicaragua: Must stop 
reprisals against journalists, say 
human rights experts 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 26 
August 
2019 
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Mexico Violence against 
journalists 

R213/19 Special Rapporteur condemns the 
murder of journalist Nevith Condes in 
Mexico; urges the State to review and 
strengthen protection measures and 
the prosecutor's office action in the 
face of the serious situation of 
violence against communicators. 

Washingto 
n, D.C. 

29 of 
August 
2019 

Venezuela Violence against 
journalists / Detentions 

R232/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns that communicators Pedro 
Jaimes and Jesús Medina have served 
one year in prison in Venezuela 
without being convicted. 

Washingto 
n, D.C 

September 
18th 2019 

Chile Social Protest No. 
270/19  

IACHR condemns excessive use of 
force and rejects all forms of violence 
in the context of social protests in 
Chile. 

Washingto 
n, D.C 

23rd 
September 
2019 

Ecuador Violence against 
journalists 

No. 
252/19  

IACHR and its Special Rapporteurship 
express concern about the excessive 
use of police force against 
demonstrators and attacks on 
journalists in protests in Ecuador. 

Washingto 
n    D.C. 9 
October 
2019 

Haiti  Violence against 
journalists 

No. 
258/19  

)!#(2 ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒȭÓ 
Office express concern about acts of 
violence and increased political 
tension in Haiti. 

Washingto 
n D.C. 
October 
11, 2019 

Regional Missinformation N/A  Office of the Special Rapporteur of the 
IACHR presents a Guide to guarantee 
freedom of expression regarding 
deliberate disinformation in electoral 
contexts. 

Washingto 
n D.C., 

October 
18, 2019 

Mexico Violence against 
journalists 

R295/19 Freedom of expression experts 
concerned by slow progress into 
investigation and prosecution for 
murder of Mexican journalist Javier 
Valdez . 

Washingto 
n D.C., 19 
November 
2019 

Honduras  Violence against 
journalists 

R316/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur 
condemns murder of journalist José 
Arita in Honduras and urges to 
investigate relation to his journalistic 
activity. 

Washingto 
n D.C., 
December 
4, 2019 

 

C. Funding  

36. The Office of the Special Rapporteur would like to express very special thanks for the contributions it 
has received from OAS Member States, observer countries, and international  cooperation agencies. In 2019, the 
Office of the Rapporteur calls attention to the projects that have been carried out satisfactorily thanks to the 
financial contributions made by the States of Costa Rica, France, Kingdom of the Netherlands, the United States 
of America, Uruguay, United Kingdom as well as the Swedish Agency for International Development 
Cooperation, the Swiss Confederation, Open Society Foundations, and the National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED), Ford Foundation, Freedom House and Google Inc. This funding has allowed the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur to fulfill  its mandate and continue its work  of promoting and defending the right  to freedom of 
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expression. Once the OAS has released the official figures on the resources received and executed by this office, 
they will be published in the audited financial statements available on the webpage of the organization14. 

 
D. Staff 

37. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has worked under the coordination of the Special Rapporteur, with 
a team of two or three lawyers who are experts in subjects related to freedom of expression, a journalist in 
charge of monitoring the situation of freedom of expression in the region, and a person who performs 
administrative assistance tasks. Since July of 2009, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has had a person in 
charge of managing projects and mobilizing resources. Any additional resources that have been obtained have 
served to provide greater stability  and better working  conditions for the members of this team. The Office of the 
Special Rapporteur has also benefited from the presence of interns who have been an essential part of the team. 
During 2019, in the capacity of interns Sol Bensadon (Argentina), Augusta Saravia (Brazil) and Jessica Montes 
(Mexico) collaborated in a constructive and enthusiastic manner to their work at the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur. In 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also counted on the participation of Fellow María 
José Ferrel (Bolivia) (Fellowship Orlando Sierra, 2019). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14 All the financial information  is available for consultation at OAS web page, section External Audit Reports: OAS Board of External Auditors. 
Report to the Permanent Council 2013. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2013 and 
2012. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 62-64; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2012. Annual Audit of Accounts 
and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2012 and 2011. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 75-77; OAS Board of External 
Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2011. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2011 
and 2010. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 79-81; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2010. Annual Audit of 
Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2010 and 2009. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 79-81; OAS Board of 
External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2009. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 
31, 2009 and 2008. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 71-73; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2008. Annual Audit 
of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2008 and 2007. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 73-74; OAS Board of 
External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2007. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 
31, 2007 and 2006. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 85-86; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2006. Annual Audit 
of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2006 and 2005. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 73; OAS Board of 
External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2005. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 
31, 2005 and 2004. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 63-64; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2004. Annual Audit 
of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2004 and 2003. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 41-42; Board of External 
Auditors. General Secretariat OAS. Report to the Permanent Council 2003. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years 
ended December 31, 2003 and 2002. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 41-42; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 
2002. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2002 and 2001. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 53; 
OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2001. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years 
ended December 31, 2001 and 2000. Section II. Specific funds. Pp 52; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 
2000. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements December 31, 2000 and 1999. Section II. Specific funds. Annex 4. Page 4. 
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CHAPTER II: EVALUATION OF THE STATE OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE 
HEMISPHERE 

 

Introduction and Methodology  
1. This chapter describes some of the most important aspects of the situation of freedom of expression in 

the hemisphere during 2018. Its objective is to foster a constructive dialogue with  the Member States of the OAS, 
calling attention to the reported advances as well as the problems and challenges that have required action 
during this year. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has confidence in the will of the OAS Member States to 
promote resolutely the right to freedom of expression and, to that end, publicizes their best practices, reports 
some serious problems observed, and offers viable and practical recommendations rooted in the Declaration of 
Principles. 

2. As in previous annual reports, this chapter notes those aspects of the right  to freedom of expression that 
most merit attention and that have been reported to the Office of the Special Rapporteur during the year. 
Following the methodology of previous annual reports, this chapter is based on information received by the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur from various States, intergovernmental and non-governmental sources. The 
Office of the Special Rapporteur takes particular  interest in the information  provided by States, presented during 
the hearings held by the IACHR, submitted by non-governmental organizations in the region and contained in 
alerts sent by media outlets and media workers. In all cases, the information is contrasted and verified. The 
Office presents only that information which it thinks will help the States identify worrisome problems or 
tendencies that could eventually cause irreparable effects if not addressed. 

3. The information in this report is presented in an orderly and systematic manner that takes note of the 
advances, setbacks, and challenges regarding various aspects of the exercise of the right to freedom of 
expression. Thus, this chapter includes progress made in legal, administrative or legislative matters, as well as 
the most serious problems that arose throughout the year. The latter include murders, threats and attacks 
against journalists exercising their profession; subsequent findings of disproportionate liability; and progress 
toward as well  as challenges to the right  of access to information, among others. 

4. The cases selected in each topic serve as examples in relation to the respect and exercise of freedom of 
expression. Sources are cited in all cases. In the majority of cases, the Office of the Special Rapporteur identifies 
the direct source, citing the address of the corresponding Web site. When the information is not published 
directly by the source, the report cites the date the Office of the Special Rapporteur received the information in 
its electronic mailbox. This report  does not include information  submitted to the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
through requests for precautionary measures, or other information which has not yet been made public. 

5. In preparing this chapter of its 2018 Annual Report, the Office of the Special Rapporteur generally took 
into account information  received until  December 15, 2018. Information  regarding incidents that occurred after 
the date the 2018 Annual Report went to press is available in the press release section of the websites of the 
Office of the Special Rapporteur ( http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp  ) and the IACHR 
(http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp  ). 

6. Finally, the Office of the Special Rapporteur acknowledges the collaboration of the OAS Member States 
and the civil society organizations that, following existing practice, contributed information about the situation 
of the exercise of freedom of expression in the hemisphere. As it does every year, the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur encourages the continuation of such practice, which are indispensable to the value of future reports. 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp
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1. ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
7. During 2019 in Antigua and Barbuda there were allegations of deliberate dissemination of 

disinformation  in connection with  the Barbuda local government elections. In August 2019, the Senate approved 
a new amendment to the Electronic Crimes Bill [2013], which incorporated the possibility of applying for a 
search warrant to obtain data from electronic devices, so that they can be used as evidence in possible legal 
proceedings. Recent amendments to the Act have made it clearer what offenses are covered by the Act, such as 
sending offensive messages through communication services, violation of privacy and child pornography, so as 
to avoid restrictions on freedom of expression. 

 
A. Freedom of expression in electoral  contexts  
8. During 2019 in Antigua and Barbuda there were allegations of deliberate dissemination of 

disinformation  in connection with  the Barbuda local government elections. In August 2019, the Senate approved 
a new amendment to the Electronic Crimes Bill [2013], which incorporated the possibility of applying for a 
search warrant to obtain data from electronic devices, so that they can be used as evidence in possible legal 
proceedings. Recent amendments to the Act have made it clearer what offenses are covered by the Act, such as 
sending offensive messages through communication services, violation of privacy and child pornography, so as 
to avoid restrictions on freedom of expression. The Barbuda Council Elections were held on March 27, with the 
"ÁÒÂÕÄÁ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ -ÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ɉ"0-Ɋ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÆÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÓÅÁÔÓȢ154ÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐ Ȱ&ÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ 
&ÁÉÒ %ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ )ÎÃȢȱ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ observer.16 

9. Faced with thissetback for the Labour Party, Prime Minister Gaston Browne claimed that the BPM had 
disseminated false information and that this information had taken root among the public.17 

10. 4ÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔȟȰ%ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ 
and information as it is essential for citizens to have as much information as possible to make a decision in 
casting their  votes. Accordingly, free circulation of facts, ideas, and opinions is crucial. Unquestionably, the most 
common way for citizens currently to inform themselves is through the ÍÅÄÉÁȢȱ18 

11. In 2019, at the request of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), the Office 
of the Special Rapporteurpresented aguide to guarantee freedom of expression regarding 
ÄÅÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÄÉÓÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÏÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔÓȢ )Î ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ ÔÈÉÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÃÏÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÓÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ȰÉÓ ÏÆ 
particular concern in electoral contexts sinceɂif effectiveɂit could affect the legitimacy of a process that is 
critical to the functioning and very existence of a democratic ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢȱ19 

 
B. Subsequent liability  
12. According to available information, former Barbados MP Wilmoth Daniel is said to have sued Prime 

Minister Gaston Brown for civil  defamation under the Defamation Act, based on events that occurred in January 
2018 when the latter  accused Daniel, during a parliamentary recess, of setting fire  to buildings in order to obtain 
insurance money.20The court of first instance ruled in favor of Wilmoth Daniel, stating that parliamentary 
immunity  only applies when parliament is in session. However, on September 19, the Court of Appeals found for 
the Prime Minister, stating that immunity extends to all words spoken in parliament.21 

13. This Office recalls that Principle 10 of the )!#(2ȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ 
ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÐÒÉÖÁÃÙ ÌÁ×Ó ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÈÉÂÉÔ ÏÒ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȢȱ /Î ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÉÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒ-American Court has held, with regard to potential civil liability, thatcivil 
judgments in matters concerning freedom of expression must be strictly proportionate, so as to not have a 
ÃÈÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ȰÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÒ ÏÆ Á ÃÉÖÉÌ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÙȟ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ the claim ɍȣɎ for a very 
steep civil  reparation, may be, in any case, equally or more intimidating  and inhibiting  for the exercise of freedom 
of expression than a criminal punishment, since it has the potential to attain the personal and family life of an 
individual who accuses a public official, with the evident and very negative result of self-censorship both in the 
affected party and in other potential critics of the actions taken by a public ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌȢȱ22 

 
 

15The Daily Observer. March 29, 2019. Politicians react to Barbuda Council elections; Antigua News Room. March 27, 2019. BPM Dominates 
Barbuda Council Elections. 

16 The Daily Observer. March 25, 2019. Free and Fairs Elections League to monitor Barbuda Elections. 

17 Antigua News Room. March 31, 2019. PM Says ABLP Should Not Have Contested Barbuda Elections. 

18 IACHR. Annual Report 2005. Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter VI Freedom of 
Expression and the Electoral Process: The Case of Opinion Polls and Exit Polls. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.124 Doc. 77 February, 2006. Para. 2. 
19 IACHR. Guide to guarantee freedom of expression regarding deliberate disinformation in electoral contexts. October 17, 2019. 
20IACHR. Annual Report 2018. Report of the Office of The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter II (Evaluation of the State 
of Freedom of Expression in the Hemisphere). OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 30. March 17, 2019. Para. 8. 
21 Antigua News Room. September 23, 2019. PM Warns those who plan to sue him for defamation to come good; ABS TV Radio. September 19, 
2019. PM winschallenge in defamation case. 
22I/A  Court H. R. Case of Tristán Donoso v. Panama. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations, and Costs. Judgment of January 27, 2009. Serie 
C No. 193, Para.129. 
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C. Legal reforms  
14. In its2018 Annual Report, the Office of the Special Rapporteurnoted that a draft amendment to the 2013 

Electronic Crimes Act was under discussion, the objectives of which included protecting freedom of expression 
and clarifying the offenses provided for in the law.23This amendment was passed and published in the official 
gazette on December 20, 2018.24 

15. In addition, in August 2019 the Senate passed a new amendment to the Act, making it  possible to request 
a search warrant to obtain data from electronic devices, for use as evidence in judicial proceedings.25The 
offenses provided for in that law include, inter alia, sending offensive message through communication services, 
violation of privacy, and child pornography. 

16. During the debate of this most recent amendment,Minister of Social Transformation and Gender Affairs 
Samantha Marshallasserted that police should arrest people who deliberately circulate sexual images and videos 
using cell phones and other electronic devices.26 

17. The Office of the Special Rapporteurreiterates that it is important for any legislation regulating the 
Internet not to contain vague and general definitions and not to disproportionately affect the free flow of 
information and legitimate websites and services.27 

18. 4ÈÉÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔȟȰ)Î ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÏÒ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ 
covered by the r ight to freedom of expression (such as war propaganda and hate speech inciting  violence, direct 
and public incitement to genocide, and child pornography) the adoption of mandatory measures to block and 
filter specific content is admissible. In these cases, the measure must be subjected to a strict balance of 
proportionality and be carefully designed and clearly limited so as to not affect legitimate speech that deserves 
protection. In other words, [filtering] or  blockingshould be designed and applied so as to exclusively impact the 
illegal content without affecting other ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȢȱ28 

 
D. Pluralism and media diversity  

19. During 2019 a dispute arose between the government of Antigua and Barbuda and the Irish-based 
telecommunications company Digicel. The dispute began in May, when the government ordered the company to 
return part of its spectrum to the state-owned Antigua Public Utilities Authority (APUA) for a more equitable 
distribution of the band.29In response, Digicel obtained a court order to prevent the government from 
ÃÏÎÆÉÓÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÔÒÕÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÏ !05!ȟ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÉÔÓ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÁÎÔÉ-competitive and protectionist ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎȢȱ30 

20. In August, the government announced an agreement with  Digicel for the redistribution  of the spectrum, 
whereby the company would transfer part of its spectrum in the 850MHz and 900MHz bands to the State-owned 
competitor APUA. According to publicly available information, the government agreedas part of the settlement 
to renew the ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ operating licenses in 2021. Finally, a hearing was held in which the court was informed 
of the agreement reached, ending the legal dispute.31 

21. The Ȱ/ÂÓÅÒÖÅÒ 'ÏÏÄ×ÉÌÌȱ Project was also organized in 2019 in order to raise funds to support NEWSCO 
Limited as an independent media entity, thus ensuring the sustainability of free and independent media in the 
country. The organizers expressed the need for Antigua to have an independent radio station.32According to the 
information gathered, NEWSCO Limited reportedly acquired the assets of the Observer media group, which 
ceased operations in November 2018. 

22. The Office of the Special Rapporteur reiterates that the allocation of radio and television licenses should 
be guided by democratic criteria  and preestablished, public, and transparent procedures that will  act as a brake 

 

23 IACHR. Annual Report 2018. Report of the Office of The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter II (Evaluation of the State 
of Freedom of Expression in the Hemisphere). OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 30. March 17, 2019. Para. 14 

24 Antigua and Barbuda. Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs.Electronic Crimes Amendment Act 2018. December 20, 2018. 

25Antigua and Barbuda. Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs.Electronic Crimes Amendment Bill, 2019; The Daily Observer. August 2, 2019. 
Electronic Crimes Amendment Bill gets Senate approval. 

26 The Daily Observer. July 25, 2019. MP Marshall advocates for arrest of those responsible for circulating inappropriate videos; 268 Today. 
July 25, 2019. Marshall upset at use of pictures of young women on internet. 

27 UN Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Opinion and Expression and the IACHR-OAS Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression. January 
20, 2012. Joint Declaration. 

28 IACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Freedom of Expression and the Internet. OEA/Ser.L/V/II. 
IACHR/RELE/INF. 11/13. December 31, 2013. Para. 85. 
29The Daily Observer. August 30, 2019. Government brags about spectrum sharing deal, Digicel refuses to confirm; B N Americas. September 
2, 2019. Digicel settles spectrum dispute with Antigua & Barbuda govt. 
30 Dominica News Online. June 25, 2019.Antigua & Barbuda government proposes to buyoutDigicel as dispute over spectrum sharing continues; 
The Daily Observer. August 30, 2019.Government brags about spectrum sharing deal, Digicel refuses to confirm. 
31The Daily Observer. August 30, 2019. Government brags about spectrum sharing deal, Digicel refuses to confirm; Dominica News Online. 
September 1, 2019. Digicelendsbattlewith Antigua & Barbuda; B N Americas. September 2, 2019. Digicel settles spectrum dispute with Antigua 
& Barbuda govt; The Daily Observer. September 25, 2019. $ÉÇÉÃÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÖȭÔ ÓÅÔÔÌÅ spectrum-sharing dispute. 
32The Daily Observer. May 10, 2019. Call to support Observer Goodwill Project; The Daily Observer.May 15, 2019. Observer Goodwill Day 
Launches Fight for Independent Media; The Daily Observer. May 16, 2019. A success story: NEWSCO Limited says thanks 
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on the potential arbitrariness of the State and guarantee equal opportunities for all persons and sectors 
concerned. Principle 12 of the Declaration of Principles has stressed that, ȰÔÈÅ concession of radio and television 
broadcast frequencies should take into account democratic criteria  that provide equal opportunity  of access for 
all ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓȢȱ 

23. Article 13.3 of the !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ be restricted 
by indirect methods or means, such as the abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, radio 
broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in the dissemination of information, or by any other means tending 
to impede the communication and circulation of ideas and ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓȢȱ 

24. Similarly, Principle 13 of the Inter-!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
Expression indicates that, ȰÔÈÅ exercise of power and the use of public funds by the state, the granting of customs 
duty privileges, the arbitrary and discriminatory placement of official advertising and government loans; the 
concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among others, with the intent to put pressure on and 
punish or reward and provide privileges to social communicators and communications media because of the 
opinions they express threaten freedom of expression, and must be explicitly prohibited by ÌÁ×Ȣȱ 



45  

2. ANGERTINA 
25. During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur monitored with special concern various attacks, 

threats, and intimidation of journalists and communicators, perpetrated by both individuals and public 
authorities and officials. There are also continuing reports of the use of police force in the context of protests 
and arrests of demonstrators. This Office was also informed about the criminal complaint filed by the 
government against the organization Greenpeace due to a demonstration held during an official event. On the 
other side, the Special Rapporteur received worrying information about a request by a prosecutor's office to a 
news program to report the names of journalists involved in a story, judicial decisions prohibiting media from 
reporting on certain subjects, and the conviction by the Supreme Court of a former trade union leader for her 
ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÏÆ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó ×ÉÔÈ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÔÈÅ 
prosecution of journalist Daniel Santoro for the alleged crimes of "coercion and extortion in the form of an 
attempt", linked to information he received from a confidential source. Finally, the Rapporteur highlights 
progress in the allocation of definitive licenses to community radio stations in various provinces of the country. 
Similarly, it highlights the respect for freedom of expression and the free circulation of ideas and information 
during the electoral process, which took place without any minor incidents. 

 
A. Progress 
26. On February 14, the criminal, contravention, and offenses Prosecutor of Buenos Aires, Federico Tropea, 

would have archived all the proceedings that were initiated against 17 people detained by the Buenos Aires 
Police in October 2018, in the framework of a mobilization in front  of the National Congress Against the approval 
of the budget. The Prosecutor's Office would have concluded that there was no evidence that the accused 
individuals had thrown  stones or resisted authority. The prosecutor would have dismissed the police statements 
because they were considered vague and inaccurate and ordered their possible criminal responsibilities to be 
investigated33. 

27. The National Communications Agency (Enacom) awarded in July definitive licenses for FM radios to 
stations that had Provisional Precarious Permits [PermisosPrecariosProvisorios] (PPP). Among the stations 
benefiting from the licenses, from different provinces of the country, there was FM Sur of Córdoba, FM En 
Tránsito of Buenos Aires, FM AireLibre of Rosario, and FM La Tribu of the City of Buenos Aires34. 

28. On August 21, the Senate would have unanimously approved a bill that protects the reserve of 
journalistic sources. The project, which obtained half sanctions and must be analyzed by Congress Deputies, 
amends article 64 of the Constitutional Procedures Law and corrects a wording that had raised questions of 
interpretation.  Faced with  possible ambiguities that could affect the right  of journalists to reserve their  sources, 
the new wording reaffirms the will of the Legislature to preserve freedom of the press. The Entrerriano Union 
of Press and Communication Workers [SindicatoEntrerriano de Trabajadores de la Prensa y la Comunicación] 
(Setpyc) highlighted the half sanction of the bill 35. 

 
B. Attacks, threats, and intimi dation against journalists and the  media  
29. The graphic reporters Bernardino Ávila, of the newspaper Página 12, and Juan Pablo Barrientos, of the 

magazine Cítrica, would have been arrested on February 21 with two other people when they covered the 
incidents during a demonstration in front of the National Congress for the closure of a 

cooperative. Both photographers, who would have been released hours later, reported receiving blows and 
ill -treatment by the police36. 

30. The director and owner of the newspaper and portal Semanario of Junín, Javier Orellano, would have 
been the victim of at least three attacks and threats during July; one from a prison officer, another from a 
municipal official, and on a third occasion he received a death threat from a stranger37. 

 
 

 
33CELS. March 6, 2019. Protestas en caba: más pruebas de que las detenciones policiales son arbitrarias; Pagina 12. February 20, 2019. Al 
Gobierno se le derrumbó el montaje; El Tribuno. February 19, 2019. Revés para el Gobierno: archivan la causa de los extranjeros detenidos en 
una protesta. 
34Observacom. July 22, 2019. Adjudican licencias definitivas a radios comunitarias en Argentina. FM La Tribu y otras radios históricas entre 
ellas; Ente Nacional de Comunicaciones (Enacom). July 18, 2019. Nuevas licencias FM para mayor pluralidad de voces; La Tribu. July 15, 2019. 
Licencia FM La Tribu 88.7mhz | Una larga lucha y un triunfo colectivo. 
35 AIM. August 21, 2019. Media sanción al proyecto que preserva el derecho a las fuentes periodísticas; Análisis. August 21, 2019. Senado: 
ingresó el Juicio por Jurados y se aprobó la protección de la fuente periodística. 
36Twitter  account of Asociación de Entidades Periodísticas Argentinas (@Adepaargentina). February 20, 2019; Fundación Led. February 21, 
2019. Incidentes con reporteros gráficos en la Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires; Perfil. February 21, 2019. Liberaron al fotógrafo de 
Página/12 detenido: "Recibí golpes de todo tipo"; Sumario. February 20, 2019. La Policía de la Ciudad reprimió violentamente a fotógrafos que 
cubrían el #Cuadernazo; Revista Cítrica. Bajen las armas, no nos vamos a callar. 
37 Semanario. July 22, 2019. Amenazan de muerte al director de Semanario de Junín; Foro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA). August 7, 2019. 
FOPEA repudia las repetidas amenazas contra el director del diario Semanario de Junín; Diputados Bonaerenses. August 9, 2019. Miedo a la 
palabra: en un mes, amenazaron tres veces al director de un medio de Junín. 



46  

31. Photographer Nicolás Ramos, who took pictures of how security personnel from the Coto supermarket 
chain beat a 68-year-old man who had stolen food until he was dead, said he received threats from strangers so 
he wouldn't talk to the press about the incident38. 

32. The Prosecutor of Complex Investigations of the province of Jujuy, Marcelo Cuellar, would have ordered 
the authorities of Canal SieteȰÕÎÄÅÒ ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇȱ ÔÏ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÐÁÙÒÏÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ 
for the Jujuy Investiga program, after the program issued a report on complaints involving the Attorney General 
of the Superior Court of Justice, Alejandro Ficoseco, and three members of the Court of Auditors. The prosecutor, 
who depends on the Public Prosecutor's Office, whose head is Sergio Lello Sánchez, also requested details on the 
production and editing of the ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏ×ȭÓ ÈÏÓÔÓȢ 3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅȟ ÊÕÄÉÃÉÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ 
journalistic  associations repudiated the action of the Prosecutor, which they described as a maneuver that seeks 
to intimidate journalistic work. Among them, the Council of Procurators, Prosecutors, Defenders, and General 
Advisers of the !ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÅ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ Á ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ the press 
suffered by the Jujuy Investigaȱ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÒÅÐÕÄÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÏÒȭÓ actions39. 

33. In August the company ParexKlaukol would have sent a letter document to the journalist Andrés 
Masotto, of Radio Presente, intimidating him to delete a series of tweets in which he reported an alleged 
contamination caused by the plant, located in La Matanza, Buenos Aires. The company would have warned him 
that if he did not do so, and publicly recanted, they would initiate legal action against him40. 

34. Cameraman Mariano Simes, of El Doce, would have been attacked and threatened by a group of people 
with  covered faces, while covering the detention of one of the leaders of the Single Union of Waste and Sweepers 
Collectors of Córdoba [SindicatoÚnico de Recolectores de Residuos y Barrido de Córdoba]41. The journalist Daniel 
Gómez Perri, of the ÒÁÄÉÏ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ Ȱ"ÁÊÏ ÌÁ ,ÕÐÁȱȟ ÏÆ #.2ȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÅÄ 
by the Undersecretary of Public Works and Services of the Municipality of San Pedro de Jujuy, Mariano Solsona, 
due to the opinions he disseminates in his program42. The journalist filed a complaint with the Justice system, 
and the Public Prosecutor's Office would have charged the official with  the crime of "minor  damages" and issued 
a restraint order43. 

35. The Office of the Special Rapporteur reiterates that principle 9 of the Declaration of Principles on 
Freedom of Expression of the )!#(2 ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ ÍÕÒÄÅÒȟ ËÉÄÎÁÐÐÉÎÇȟ ÉÎÔÉÍÉÄÁÔÉÏÎ of, and/or threats to 
social communicators, as well as the material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental 
rights of individuals and strongly restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the State to prevent and 
investigate such occurrences, to punish their perpetrators, and to ensure that victims receive due 
ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

C. Social Protes 
36. Four former workers of the Eastern Line of La Plata collectives were arrested in April on charges of 

ȰÁÇÇÒÁÖÁÔÅÄ ÃÏÅÒÃÉÏÎȱ ÆÏÒ Á ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÃÕÔ ÏÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ρφȟ 2017, in the context of a protest for labor claims44. 
37. The Ministry of Security, led by Minister Patricia Bullrich, filed a criminal complaint for the crime of 

ȰÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÔÉÍÉÄÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅÎÐÅÁÃÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÉÔ ÄÅÐÌÏÙÅÄȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ 
ceremony of the 133rd edition of the Palermo Rural Exhibition, in Buenos Aires, two banners with the legends 
"Cattle Ranchers: enough clearing" and "Destroying forests is a crime", in protest against the environmental 
effects of livestock. According to the information available, the posters were quickly removed by members of 
the property's security. President Mauricio Macri and members of the government were at the event, and the 
Ministry of Security would have questioned the protest for violating the security of the president and his team. 
The complaint was filed in the federal court under Judge María Eugenia Capuchetti. The coordinator of the 

 

 
38Twitter account of Radio Realpolitik FM (@RealpolitikFM). August 22, 2019; Mendoza Post. August 27, 2019. El video de los empleados de 
Coto forcejeando con el jubilado que murió; Real Politik FM. August 24, 2019. Asesinato en Coto: El fotógrafo que registró al jubilado muerto, 
aseguró que lo amenazaron. 
39La Política Online. September 19, 2019. El procurador de Gerardo Morales intimidó a periodistas; Perfil. September 19, 2019. Repudio a la 

intimación a periodistas de Jujuy por una investigación que involucra al Poder Judicial; El Tribuno. September 19, 2019. Lamentable actitud 

de amedrentamiento del MPA; Todo Jujuy. September 19, 2019. El Colegio de Abogados y ATA rechazaron el accionar del MPA contra la libertad 

de expresión. 
40 Notas. August 27, 2019. Klaukol busca ocultar sus crímenes persiguiendo periodistas; Tiempo. August 28, 2019. ParexKlaukol, la empresa 

contaminante que amenaza la vida y la libertad de expresión; Twitter account of Andrés Masotto (@andresmasotto). August 22, 2019. 
41 Foro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA). August 27, 2019. FOPEA repudia la agresión a un camarógrafo de El Doce; La Voz. August 27, 2019. 

Un video registró a los agresores del camarógrafo de El Doce cuando filmaba la casa de Catrambone. 
42 Foro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA). October 12, 2019. FOPEA repudia la agresión física y las amenazas que recibió el periodista Daniel 
Gomez Perri; El Tribuno. October 2, 2019. Un concejal electo de San Pedro le pegó y dejó tirado a un periodista en plena calle. 
43Agencia NOVA. October 4, 2019. Imputan a un funcionario jujeño que agredió físicamente a un periodista en la vía pública; Jujuy es Noticia. 
No date. Inadmisible violencia contra la prensa en San Pedro. 
44 CELS. April 15, 2019. ex choferes criminalizados por una protesta de hace dos años en la plata; ANRed. April 6, 2019. La Plata: detienen de 
manera arbitraria a 4 choferes de la Línea Este; Contexto. April 6, 2019. La Línea Este de nuevo en lucha: detuvieron a cuatro choferes por las 
protestas de 2017. 
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Greenpeace Forest campaign, HernánGiardini, declared publicly that the complaint was "ridiculous" because it 
was a "completely peaceful activity" and that "the right to protest" should be respected45. 

38. In accordance with the powers established in Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights, 
on August 20, the Office of the Special Rapporteur sent a letter requesting information  on the basis of the alleged 
criminal complaint filed by the Ministry of Security against Greenpeace and its procedural status. In a note 
signed on September 24, the State informed the Office of the Special Rapporteur that proceedings were initiated 
ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÏÆ ȰÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÔÉÍÉÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÉÎ the Department of Intelligence Against Organized Crime 
of the General Directorate of Criminal Intelligence of the Federal Police, which were referred to the Federal 
Criminal and Correctional Court No. 5. The State did not provide further  details on the status of the investigation 
or the grounds of the investigation. 

39. Journalists of the C5N news channel would have been attacked and insulted by people participating in 
a march in support of President Mauricio Macri in the Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires46. 

40. On October 21, while individuals protested in front of the Chilean Consulate in Buenos Aires due to the 
social crisis in that country, violent groups would have insulted and assaulted several journalists; among them, 
chroniclers and cameramen of Crónica TV, LN +, A24 and TN. The most serious cases were that of Crónica TV 
cameraman Ernesto Medina, who would have been assaulted with  beatings and kicks and had to be hospitalized, 
and that of cameraman Fabio Soria, LN +, who would have received four stitches in the head due to the blows. 
Protesters who assaulted the press would also have burned down and destroyed urbanfurniture, and the City 
Police would have arrested six people, who were reportedly  prosecuted for resistance to authority, injuries, and 
damages47. Among the detainees was a worker in the Communication area of the Center for Legal and Social 
Studies (Cels), MyriamSelhi, who was recording the demonstration and the police operation deployed. The 
organization reported that the police tried to break Selhi's phone, in which she had recorded violent arrests of 
protesters. The organization also reported that the detainees were held for about 20 hours, without receiving 
water or food, and that it  took several hours for them to communicate with  their  lawyers. It  also questioned that 
the arrests were ȰÁÒÂÉÔÒÁÒÙȱ and that they reproduce ȰÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ of repression and criminalization  of ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔȱ48. 

41. The IACHR has reiterated that social protest is a fundamental tool for defending human rights, and 
essential for the critical, political, and social expression of the activities of the authorities. The Commission has 
ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÉÔ ÉÓ inadmissible in principle the criminalization in itself of demonstrations on public roads 
when they are carried out within the framework of the right to freedom of expression and the right of 
ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȱ49 ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ of the right of assembly through social protest must not be subject to 
authorization by the authorities or to excessive requirements that hinder its ÒÅÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȱ50. 

D. Stigmatizing  statements  
42. The councilor of the city of Córdoba Tomás Méndez would have aggravated and disqualified the 

journalist Sergio Carreras after he published a news in La Voz del Interior about a conviction against him of the 
Chamber of Civil and Commercial Appeals 2 °. The ruling would order the councilor, also a C5N host, to rectify 
information disclosed in his program in 201151. 

43. Congress Deputy Elisa Carrió, leader of the Civic Coalition, warned in a newspaper interview that 
individuals who "through the newspapers communicate false meetings and pretend to also make the president 
wobble" would be convicted52. 

44. The IACHR recalls that public officials have a duty to ensure that with their statements they are not 
damaging the rights of those who contribute to public deliberation through the expression and dissemination of 
their thoughts, such as journalists, the media, and human rights organizations, and they must pay attention to 
the context in which they express themselves to ensure that their  expressions do not constitute, in the words of 

 

 
45Perfil. August 3, 2019. Patricia Bullrich denunció a Greenpeace por la protesta en La Rural; Clarín. August 3, 2019. La ministra Patricia 
Bullrich presentó una denuncia penal contra Greenpeace; Página 12. August 3, 2019. Bullrich denunció a Greenpeace por colocar dos carteles; 
La Nación. August 3, 2019. Greenpeace, tras la denuncia de Patricia Bullrich por la protesta en La Rural: "Nos parece ridículo". 
46 Twitter  account of C5N (@C5N). August 24, 2019; Clarín. August 24, 2019. Repudio del Gobierno a la agresión a periodistas de C5N durante 
la masiva marcha de apoyo a Mauricio Macri. 
47Infobae. October 21, 2019. Grupos de izquierda atacaron salvajemente a periodistas frente al consulado de Chile en Buenos Aires: 6 detenidos; 
Asociación de Entidades Periodísticas Argentinas (ADEPA). October 21, 2019. Adepa repudia las agresiones a periodistas frente al Consulado 
de Chile en Buenos Aires; Infobae. October 21, 2019. Para Patricia Bullrich, los ataques a la prensa frente al consulado de Chile son 
"responsabilidad de grupos vinculados al kirchnerismo, la izquierda y el ÁÎÁÒÑÕÉÓÍÏȱ 
48 Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS). October 22, 2019. protestar no es delito, registrar detenciones tampoco. 
49 IACHR. Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.Doc.57. December 31, 2009. Para. 197 
50 IACHR. Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas. OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 66. December 31, 2011. Para. 
139. 
51 La Voz. December 20, 2018. Nueva condena contra Tomás Méndez 
52 The ÄÅÐÕÔÙȭÓ exact words were: Ȱ7e will  condemn those who, through the newspapers, communicate false meetings and seek at the same 
ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÆÁÌÔÅÒȱȢ 4ÏÄÏ .ÏÔÉÃÉÁÓȢ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ρωȟ ςπρωȢ Carrió: "Estoy segura de que ganamos en octubre" | DESDE EL LLANO 
(Entrevista completa). 
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ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔȟ ȰÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÒ ÄÁÍÁÇÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÉÎÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ 
contribute to public deliberation throÕÇÈ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȱ53. 

 
E. Subsequent Liabilities  
45. On October 17, the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation, by a majority made up of Judges Juan Carlos 

Maqueda, Ricardo Lorenzetti, and HoracioRosatti, confirmed a judgment that resulted from a lawsuit for 
damages initiated by Guillermo Horacio De Sanctis against the teacher and former unionist, Ana MaríaLópez de 
Herrera. The plaintiff, current president of the Court of Justice of San Juan, considered that critical statements 
made by López de Herrera in 2006, when he was Secretary General of the Union of Provincial Unionized 
Teachers, in different media outlets in the province of San Juan on the governor's proposal to appoint him 
Minister of Education, were detrimental to his honor and personal reputation. The Supreme Court of Justice 
considered that while freedom of expression occupies a pre-eminent place in a republican regime, the unionist's 
expressions that were not linked to De Sanctis' performance as a public official and referred to other aspects of 
his life, as those who described him as "a maximum representative" of drug-generated violence and "a person 
who beats his family", exceeded the framework of constitutional protection of the right to criticism and it was 
appropriate to safeguard the right to honor of the plaintiff. "Such terms exceeded a harsh or irritating criticism 
and were unnecessary for the purpose of giving an opinion regarding the way in which he served the public 
function or his possible appointment as provincial  minister," Judge Maqueda said in the ruling. As a result of the 
conviction, the teacher must indemnify De Sanctis with the payment of 90,000 Argentine pesos, plus interest. 

46. Judges Carlos Rosenkrantz and Elena Highton de Nolasco, who voted to revoke the sentence and reject 
the lawsuit, considered that the defendant's expressions were inserted within  the framework of a public debate 
that arose around the appointment of De Sanctis as Minister of Education of the province of San Juan, they were 
ÎÏÔ ȰÓÔÒÉÃÔÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÏÕÂÔÅÄÌÙ ÉÎÓÕÌÔÉÎÇȱȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÏÒ opinions contained in them and they 
did not constitute insult  or free and unjustified vexation. Therefore, they argued that the defendant's statements 
"did not exceed the constitutional framework that, for the purpose of promoting a robust public debate, protects 
the expression of opinions in matters of public ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȱ54. 

47. 4ÈÅ )!#(2 ÈÁÓ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÔÈÅɎ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÂÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÒÉÓÅ ÔÏ the right to freedom of 
expression will inevitably generate certain critical or even offensive speeches for those who hold public office 
or are closely linked to the formulation  of public ÐÏÌÉÃÙȱ55. Therefore, as stated in principle  10 of the Declaration 
ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȟ ͼɍÔɎÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÃÉÖÉÌ sanctions in 
those cases in which the person offended is a public official." Principle 11 of the Declaration of Principles on 
Freedom of Expression of the IACHR states that: [p]ublic  officials are subject to greater scrutiny by society. Laws 
that penalize offensive expressions directed at public officials, generally known as "desacato laws," restrict 
ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ )!#(2 ÈÁÓ ÒÅÐÅÁÔÅÄÌÙ ÈÅÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
application of criminal law to sanction expressions related to public officials is disproportionate when it comes 
to protected speech, such as information or expression on matters of public interest, and violates the right to 
freedom of expression56. 

 
F. Criminalization and source  confidentiality  
48. According to the information received by the Office of the Special Rapporteur, on August 7 the federal 

judge of Dolores, Alejo Ramos Padilla, ordered the prosecution of the journalist Daniel Santoro of Clarín for the 
ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÏÆ ȰÃÏÅÒÃÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÅØÔÏÒÔÉon in the degree ÏÆ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
context of a case that looks into alleged cases of illegal espionage and extortion that would have been 
perpetrated by a criminal organization led by Marcelo D'Alessio, who is currently detained and being 
prosecuted. The investigation would have been initiated  following  a complaint filed by an agricultural  producer 
against D'Alessio and the prosecutor Carlos Stornelli, who the plaintiff would have accused of extorting him to 
not involve him in the judicial investigation known as the "case of the notebooks," which investigates an alleged 
network of bribery between businesspersons and members of the previous government. 

49. !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎȟ 3ÁÎÔÏÒÏ ×ÁÓ Á ȰÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔȱ ÏÆ the crimes committed 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ $ͻ!ÌÅÓÓÉÏȢ Ȱ$ÁÎÉÅÌ 3ÁÎÔÏÒÏ ×ÁÓ Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÉÎËÅÄ 
to a prior, concomitant, and/or subsequent iÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÍÁÎÅÕÖÅÒ ÏÆ ÅÓÐÉÏÎÁÇÅȟ ÅØÔÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÃÏÅÒÃÉÏÎȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ the 
sentence. Ȱ)Ô has become clear that Santoro knew that D´Alessio carried out intelligence, espionage, and criminal  

 

53 I/A Court H. R. Case of Perozo et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Exception, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 28, 2009. Serie 
C No. 195. Para. 151. See I/A  Court H. R. Case Ríos et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 
28, 2009. Serie C No.194. Para. 139. 
54 Centro de Información Judicial. October 17, 2019. La Corte Suprema confirmó condena a una gremialista por declaraciones lesivas al honor 
de un funcionario público; Diario de Cuyo. October 17, 2019. La Corte Suprema ratificó una condena contra Ana María López por daño moral 
a De Sanctis. 
55 IACHR. Annual Report 1994. Chapter V: Report on the Compatibility of "Desacato" Laws with the American Convention on Human Rights. 
OEA/Ser. L/V/II.88. Doc. 9 rev. February 17, 1995. 
56 IACHR. Annual Report 2015. Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter V (Conclusions and 
Recommendations). OEA/Ser. L/V/II. Doc. 48. December 31, 2015. 
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investigation work without possessing any type of legal power for it and, in what regards the specific case, he 
ÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÉÌÌÉÃÉÔ ÏÒÉÇÉÎȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ *ÕÄÇÅ 2ÁÍÏÓ 0ÁÄÉÌÌÁȢ 4ÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ 
order pre-trial  detention for the journalist, although he imposed a restriction  on leaving the country and ordered 
a hold of his property for 3 million Argentine pesos. On the other hand, the magistrate did not grant the 
ÁÃÃÕÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÉÌÌÉÃÉÔ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÅÌÌ ÏÎ 3ÁÎÔÏÒÏȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅlopment of his investigation, the magistrate 
ÏÂÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌ ÏÆ ȰÁÌÌ ÉÎÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÇÏÉÎÇ ÃÁÌÌÓȱ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎÔÏÒÏͻÓ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ςπρφ ÁÎÄ !ÐÒÉÌ 
2019, whose delivery was ordered to the telecommunications company TelefónicaMóviles Argentina (Movistar). 

50. Santoro appealed his prosecution before the Federal Chamber of Mar del Plata. The journalist publicly 
denied the ÊÕÄÇÅȭÓ ÁÃÃÕÓÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÃÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ͼÁ ÓÔÅÐ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍȢͼ 
Likewise, local organizations such as the National Academy of Journalism, the Association of Argentine 
Journalistic Entities (Adepa), and the Argentine Journalism Forum (FOPEA) warned about the seriousness of the 
judge's decision, which compromises freedom of the press and expression. FOPEA also expressed concern about 
the possibility that the judge of the case "tries to force Santoro to reveal information about his confidential 
communications with sources of information and the identity of those people", since that would represent "a 
ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÂÒÅÁË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÃÒÅÃÙȱÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȢ )Î ÔÈÅ same vein, the international 
organization Committee for the Protection of Journalists said that by obtaining the list  of calls from Santoro," the 
Argentine authorities are sending an alarming message to the national journalistic guild," and questioned that 
these actions "endanger the principle of the confidentiality of journalistic sources, one of the pillars of freedom 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓȱ57. 

51. In accordance with the powers established in Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights, 
on July 12, the Office of the Special Rapporteur sent a letter to the State of Argentina requesting information on 
the investigative process carried out regarding journalist Daniel Santoro and on the respect of his right  to source 
confidentiality, guaranteed in principle  8 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression. In response 
to the request, on August 6, the Secretariat of Human Rights and Cultural Pluralism of the Nation sent to the 
Special Rapporteur a report produced by the judge responsible for the case, Alejo Ramos Padilla. In it, the 
magistrate said that in the pÒÏÃÅÓÓ ȰÎÏ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌÉÔÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÁËÅÎȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÏÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ȰÔÏ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ ÈÉÓ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ of ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȱȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ the 
judge, no information was requested from other journalists who were interrogated in the context of the 
ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÓÏÍÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÅÌÌ ÐÈÏÎÅÓ ȰÆÒÅÅÌÙȱ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȟ ÁÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 
emails and conversations via the messaging platform Whatsapp. He also explained that there were no "tasks of 
investigation, intelligence, raids, confiscation, or any other invasive measures on any journalist." However, in 
ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ 3ÁÎÔÏÒÏȟ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Á ȰÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÏÆ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄȟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ ÏÆ 
the representative of the Federal Public Prosecutor involved, who requested that cell phone companies be 
requested to inform the ownership of the telephone line and incoming and outgoing calls from one of his 
ÐÈÏÎÅÓȢȱ In the case, the judge informed that because it  is sensitive information  ȰÁÃÃÅÓÓ to such information  was 
limited, and at the time the investigation took place, the journalist  and his defense lawyer were consulted if that 
information  could compromise his work  in any way as a journalist  or his professional ÓÅÃÒÅÔȱ58. 

52. In the context of the judicial investigation, Judge Ramos Padilla would also have requested an expert 
analysis from the Provincial Commission for the Memory (CPM) of Buenos Aires to examine part of the evidence 
proving the cause for the purpose of establishing whether there were actions related to illegal espionage. In its 
analysis, the CPM, an organization dedicated to the promotion of public policies of memory and human rights, 
would have mentioned some journalists who appeared in the documentation due to their  interaction with  those 
close to D'Alessio - among them, Santoro - and would have concluded that "the media constituted a necessary 
element for the development and carrying outof intelligence operations" of the criminal group59. 

53. The Argentine Journalism Forum (FOPEA) and the Association of Argentine Journalistic Entities 
(ADEPA) expressed their rejection of the judge's decision and the content of the Commission's report. 
Ȱ0ÒÅÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ that a government agency audits the journalistic  task contradicts the very essence of freedom of the 
press, violates the National Constitution, and ignores international  treaties. Indeed, both the request for said 

 
57 Página 12. August 7, 2019. Daniel Santoro fue procesado por coacción y extorsión; Perfil. August 23, 2019. Caso D'Alessio: el periodista Daniel 
Santoro apeló su procesamiento; Clarín. June 10, 2019. Caso D'Alessio: citan a indagatoria al periodista Daniel Santoro; Télam. June 23,  
2019. FOPEA advirtió sobre la "gravedad institucional" de la citación al periodista Daniel Santoro; Página 12. March 17, 2019. #ÁÓÏ $ȭ!ÌÅÓÓÉÏȡ 
cronología del escándalo que sacude a la mafia; Perfil. June 21, 2019. Caso D'Alessio: los argumentos para la defensa de Daniel Santoro; Infobae. 
June 24, 2019. Postergaron la indagatoria del periodista Daniel Santoro en la causa D'Alessio; Perfil. June 21, 2019. La Academia Nacional de 
Periodismo emitió una declaración en defensa de Daniel Santoro; Clarín. June 28, 2019. Daniel Sabsay: Ȱ%Î el caso de Daniel Santoro se corre el 
ÒÉÅÓÇÏ ÄÅ ÌÁ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÁÃÉĕÎ ÄÅÌ ÐÅÒÉÏÄÉÓÍÏȱ; Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). July 16, 2019. Argentine journalist Daniel Santoro 
summoned, phone records seized in extortion investigation; Foro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA). March 1, 2019. Los periodistas no son 
sus fuentes y la entrevista no es un acto criminal; Foro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA). July 15, 2019. Más de 400 periodistas y docentes de 
periodismo firmaron un petitorio contra la criminalización del periodismo profesional; Perfil. August 7, 2019. Adepa expresó su "preocupación" 
por el procesamiento de Daniel Santoro. 
58 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. August 6, 2019. 
Available at: Archive of the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. 
59 Comisión Provincial por la Memoria. October 8, 2019. La CPM entregó al juez Ramos Padilla un nuevo informe sobre espionaje ilegal. 
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report  by Judge Alejo Ramos Padilla and its drafting by the Commission constitute dangerous precedents against 
ÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍȟȱ !ÄÅÐÁ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÉÎ Á statement60. 

54. After the negative reactions of these and other local journalistic organizations, the Commission 
indicated that the expert analysis carried out ȰÄÏÅÓ not associate the information  with  criminal  offenses or make 
accusations: it only describes and interprets the documentation provided following the requirements of the 
judge, who is the one who must decide whether a crime is configured or not by evaluating all the evidence 
collected in the case. The journalists mentioned in the reports previously delivered to the Federal Court, as well 
as in this fourth report, refer to the appearance of their names in telephone communications, screenshots, 
ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓ ÏÒ ÍÁÉÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ $ȭ!ÌÅÓÓÉÏȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÒÕÅ - as stated - that we accuse journalists of any crime; that is 
not the function of the agency. We only describe and analyze ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓȱ61. 

55. This Office reiterates the important role played by the media for democracy, especially when it comes 
to active investigative journalism. Consequently, journalists investigating cases of corruption or improper 
actions by public authorities should not be subjected to judicial harassment or other harassment in retaliation 
for their work. Similarly, the protection of journalistic sources constitutes a principle that is part of the right to 
freedom of expression, given its invaluable value for society to access information  of public interest that, without 
this protection, would hardly take on public status62. Principle 8 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of 
Expression of the IACHR establishes that "every social communicator has the right to keep his/her source of 
information, notes, personal and professional archives confidential". Likewise, at international level, the 
confidentiality of the sources derives from the guarantees of the right to seek, receive, and disseminate 
information, which is enshrined in article 19 of the International  Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

 
G. Prior censorship / Direct and indirect  censorship  
56. The judge of Guarantees Nº 7 of the province of Salta, María Edith Rodríguez, would have ordered the 

digital newspapers VerNoticias and Aerom the immediate cessation of any publication that could be considered 
aggravating, disrespectful, or damaging to the honor and dignity  of the mayor of the City de Salta, Gustavo Sáenz, 
and his collaborators NicolásDemitrópulos and Pablo Outescon. The judge would have thus granted an amparo 
writ initiated by the three officials and would have ordered that all existing publications that referred to the 
officials in their "personal character" be removed from these sites, as well as those that "exceed the purpose of 
ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȱȢ )Î ÈÅÒ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ that although freedom of 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȟ Ȱ×ÈÅÎ Á ÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȟ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÆÕÌ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ Á ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ 
stopped, directly  damaging the personal rights of human beings, such as the right  to honor, personal dignity, and 
freedom of work, that should be guaranteed in peace without constant harassment, and are principles that are 
above any other by the sole condition of being human, the use of a misused and misrepresented pressshould be 
ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ Ï×ÎÅÒȟ 6þÃÔÏÒ Hugo Elías, would have appealed the decision63. 

57. In another similar ruling, Judge Rodríguez would have granted a precautionary measure requested by 
the defense lawyers of the members of Los Nocheros, and would have ordered the media to refrain from 
publishing images or information about the musical group and its members in the framework of the 
informational coverage of a judicial case for alleged sexual abuse for which LautaroTeruel, the son of one of the 
ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ ÉÓ ÄÅÔÁÉÎÅÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÁÌÌ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÒÅÃÏÒÄs of 
ÉÍÁÇÅÓȟ ÖÉÄÅÏÓȟ ÄÁÔÁȟ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓȟ ÓÉÔÅÓȟ ÌÉÎËÓȟ ÏÒ ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÓȱ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ the case and containing images 
or the name of any of the members of the musical group, and would have communicated her decision to the 
National Communications Agency (Enacom)64. On July 12, the Second Nomination Guarantees judge, Ignacio 
Colombo, would have granted the appeal filed by the prosecutor Cecilia Flores Toranzos against the judge's 
decision, and would have ordered the nullity of the precautionary measure65. 

58. On April 17, the Federal Administrative Contentious Court No. 10 would have partially granted a 
precautionary measure requested by a Catholic group and ordered to transfer a work of art on display to a closed 
room, with  the prohibition  of the entry of children and adolescents. The Secretariat of Human Rights and Cultural 
Pluralism would not have appealed the decision and subsequently ordered that the work be permanently 

 

60Clarín. October 15, 2019. Fopea advierte que la Comisión Provincial de la -ÅÍÏÒÉÁ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁ ȰÉÌÅÇÁÌȱ ÌÁÓ ÔïÃÎÉÃÁÓ ÄÅÌ ÐÅÒÉÏÄÉÓÍÏ ÄÅ 
investigación; La Voz. October 14, 2019. Adepa y Fopea advirtieron sobre la criminalización del periodismo 
61 Perfil. October 15, 2019. Caso D'Alessio: la Comisión por la Memoria denunció una campaña sucia contra Pérez Esquivel; Pagina 12. October 
16, 2019. El informe que la Comisión Provincial de la Memoria le entregó al juez Ramos Padilla. 
62IACHR. Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. July 1, 2019. Press Release R164/19. Experts on freedom of expression of the 
UN and the IACHR express their concern over death threats against journalist Glenn Greenwald, director of The Intercept Brasil, and his 
family. 
63Adepa. February 1, 2019. Preocupa a Adepa un fallo que impone censura a medios digitales en Salta; Voces Críticas. January 30, 2019. Fallo 
a favor del intendente Gustavo Sáenz: el revés es para dos diarios digitales; El Destape. February 1, 2019. Salta: Saenz presentó un polémico 
amparo que habilita la censura previa para periodistas; Nuevo Diario. February 1, 2019. El amparo mediático a favor de Sáenz fue apelado y 
pasó a la Corte; Noticias Iruya. January 30, 2019. Una jueza de Salta prohíbe a dos medios digitales propalar injurias contra Sáenz y dos de sus 
funcionarios. . 
64Adepa. June 29, 2019. Claro intento judicial de censura en Salta; El Tribuno. June 29, 2019. La jueza Rodríguez dictó un nuevo fallo de censura 
a los medios; Salta Noticias 247. July 1, 2019. Jueza salteña prohibió a los medios hablar del caso Teruel. 
65 El Tribuno. July 13, 2019. Golpe de gracia al fallo de censura de la jueza Rodríguez. 
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removed. The work, made by the artist Silvia Lucera and named "MaríaFeminista", consists of a statuette of the 
Virgin Mary intervened with the drawing of a handkerchief symbol of the activists in favor of the legalization of 
abortion. It  was exhibited from March 9 in the exhibition "Para todes, tode - Plan de Lucha", in the Cultural Center 
of Memory Haroldo Conti66. 

59. Article 13.2 of the American Convention explicitly states that the exercise of freedom of expression 
cannot be subject to prior censorship. Additionally, principle 5 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of 
%ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÅÎÓÈÒÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÐɎÒÉÏÒ ÃÅÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÏÒ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÅØÅÒÔÅÄ ÕÐÏÎ ÁÎÙ 
expression, opinion, or information  transmitted through any means of oral, written,  artistic, visual, or electronic 
communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictions to the free circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as 
the arbitrary imposition of information and the imposition of obstacles to the free flow of information violate 
the right to freedom of ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱȢ 

 
H. Community  broadcasting  
60. The community television channel Barricada TV, of the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires, winner of a 

license to broadcast on digital television, would face a judicial process because its director, Natalia Vinelli, would 
be indicted for a protest held in 2018 to demand the integration of their signal within the grid of the Telecentro 
and Cablevision cable operators. In addition to Vinelli, there would be an indictment against the political leader 
Juan Grabois, the referent of the Argentine Community Radio Forum, Pablo Antonini, the delegate of the Press 
Union of Buenos Aires (Sipreba), TomásEliaschev, Omar Zanarini, of Radio Gráfica, and the leader José María Di 
Bello. The defendants would have been summoned to testify in the 12th Criminal and Prosecution Prosecutor's 
/ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ "ÕÅÎÏÓ !ÉÒÅÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÏÆ ȰÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÅØ 
officio by the City Police after community and social communication organizations protested in the parking lot 
of the Canal 13 building to demand a meeting with the directors of the media group67. 

 
I. Impunity  
61. The Correctional and Criminal Judge No. 3 of the city of Bahía Blanca, Susana González, would have 

acquitted an individual accused of threatening and intimidating journalist GermánSasso, director of La Brújula 
24, and other media reporters. The threats, made over the phone and in writing, would have occurred in 2017 
with the aim of preventing the media from continuing to report on drug trafficking activities in the area. Some 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÉÍÉÄÁÔÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎȡ ȰÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÓÓÅÄ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟȱ ȰÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÃÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐÉÃ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ see ÂÌÁÃËȟȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌ ×Èo you report 
ÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÖÁÌÕÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ the sayings "do not meet the requirements of the announcement of a 
serious and suitable evil", that no "intimidating tone" would have been noticed in the message, and that the 
accused had clarified in the call that it was not "a threat, but a warning." Prosecutor AgustinaOlguín, who had 
ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÏÆ ȰÁÇÇÒÁÖÁÔÅÄ ÃÏÅÒÃÉÏÎȟȱ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ she would appeal the 
decision68. 

 
J. Other relevant  situations  
62. Chamber V of the National Chamber of Labor Appeals would have ordered the reinstatement of 68 

workers from the state news agency Télam who had been laid off in 2018 in the framework of a restructuring 
process initiated by the new Board of the media that let go of a total of 357 employees, approximately 40% of 
the workforce69Ȣ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÔ ÒÕÌÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÃÔÅÄ ȰÉÌÌÅÇÁÌÌÙȟ ÉÌÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÕÎÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙȱ ÂÙ ÆÉÒÉÎÇ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄÓ ÏÆ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȟ ÆÁÉÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ the Crisis Preventive Procedure provided 
by law 24.013 to enable mass layoffs70. 

63. According to a survey of the Press Union of Buenos Aires (Sipreba) on the employment situation of press 
workers, since 2016 at least 3,127 jobs would have been lost, only in the City of Buenos Aires. Of those, 990 
would have occurred during 2018 and 288 between January and May 2019. Across the country the figure would 
exceed 4,500 jobs. As detailed by the guild, at the beginning of the year the AM750 radio of GrupoOctubre would 
have fired the journalist Paula "Poli" Sabatés due to her union duties. Editorial Atlántida would have laid off 

 
66 CELS. May 10, 2019. Censura a la virgen abortera; Página 12. April  18, 2019. La censura celeste de la virgen abortera; 24 CON. May 6, 2019. 
Polémica y censura con una virgen María "abortera"; TN. April 27, 2019. Las cosas por su nombre: la censura a María Feminista; La Otra Voz. 
May 6, 2019. CENSURA DEFINITIVA DEL GOBIERNO A LA OBRA DE ARTE LA VIRGEN FEMINISTA 
67 Contexto. May 28, 2019. Persiguen a medios comunitarios por protestar contra la concentración de voces; Página 12. May 27, 2019. Una 
amenaza a la libertad de expresión. 
68 La Brújula 24. Para una jueza, la frase "tienen que tener cuidado, todos tenemos familia" no es una amenaza; Fundación Led. April 17, 2019. 
Preocupación por la absolución a un acusado de amenazas a periodistas; Infobae. April  16, 2019. Para la Justicia, las amenazas que recibió un 
periodista que denunciaba a bandas de narcos "no constituyen delito". 
69 IACHR. Annual Report 2018. Volume II. Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Oea/ser.l/v/ii. Doc. 30. 
March 17, 2019. Para. 88-91. 
70Twitter account of Somos Télam (@somostelam). June 27, 2019; Sindicato de Prensa de Buenos Aires. June 27, 2019. La Justicia ordenó la 
reincorporación definitiva de 68 trabajadoras y trabajadores de Télam; RT. June 28, 2019. Justicia argentina ordena la reincorporación de 68 
trabajadores de la agencia Télam. 
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more than 60 workers, the Clarín-AGEA company, which publishes the Clarín and Olé newspapers, would have 
laid off 65 employees, and Publiexpress three others71. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

71 Sindicato de Prensa de Buenos Aires. June 10, 2019. Relevamiento de situación laboral en los medios de CABA durante 2018-2019, SiPreBA. 
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3. BAHAMAS 
64. During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received information with concern about the lack of 

progress in implementing the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), which was passed in 2017. There have also 
been several cases in which the authorities have criminally denounced journalists or threatened to do so under 
the guise of defamation [libel] as a mean to limit freedom of expression 

 
A. Stigmatizing  statements  

65. Speaker of the House HalsonMoultrie delivered a speech criticizing  the work  of the media in the country. 
According to public information, Molutrie said that the media had reduced the quality and accuracy of 
information by trying to compete with social networks, and that they had presented false or out-of-context 
information. He also stated that the Legislative Assembly must be protected from these violations, accusing 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÕÎÓÃÒÕÐÕÌÏÕÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓȢȱ72 

66. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that public officials have a duty to ensure that their 
statements do not undermine the rights of those who contribute to the public discourse through the expression 
and dissemination of their thoughts, such as journalists, media outlets, and human rights organizations, and 
should be sensitive to the context in which they speak, so as to ensure that their  statements do not constitute, in 
the words of the #ÏÕÒÔȟ ȰÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÒ ÈÁÒÍÆÕÌ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ 
seek to contribute with public deliberation through the expression and [dissemination] of their ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȢȱ73 

 
B. Subsequent liability  

67. Social networking commentator Gorman Bannister was reportedly sent to prison on July 8 on charges 
of using the Internet to spread false accusations about former Cabinet Minister Tennyson Wells and his wife in 
a series of voice notes posted on Facebook and Whatsapp. At his arraignment before Judge Derence Rolle-Davis, 
Bannister pleaded not guilty. The judge denied release on bond based on lack of jurisdiction  and referred him to 
the Bahamas Department of #ÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢ 3ÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÏÎ "ÁÎÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÐÐÅÁÌȟ (ÉÇÈ #ÏÕÒÔ *ÕÄÇÅ 
Gregory Hilton ordered his release on bond.74 

68. ThisOffice of the Special Rapporteur has also documented several cases in recent years in which public 
servants have responded to criticism by threatening to file criminal complaints alleging defamation.For 
instance,Water and Sewerage Corporation executive chairmanAdrian Gibson announced on April 2 that he 
would file a criminal defamation action against union leader Dwayne Woods after he claimed that promotions 
×ÅÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÆÅÍÁÌÅ ÓÔÁÆÆȢ 'ÉÂÓÏÎ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÃÌÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȭÓ ÁÓÓÅÒÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
unfounded, implausible, and totally false.75In another case,Deputy Police Commissioner Paul Rolle threatened 
to take legal action against John McAfee, after McAfee published several messages on Twitter accusing the 
deputy police commissioner of corruption. Rolle stated that the messages were harmful to his reputation.76 

69. The groupRights Bahamascalled for an end to ȰÁÒÃÈÁÉÃȱ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÄÅÆÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÁ×Óȟ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 
unconstitutional and have no place in a modern democracy.77 

70. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that Principle 10 of the )!#(2ȭÓ Declaration of Principles on 
Freedom of Expression ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱ0ÒÉÖÁÃÙ ÌÁ×Ó ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÈÉÂÉÔ ÏÒ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅ 
guaranteed through civil  sanctions in those cases in which the person offended is a public official, a public person 
or a private person who has voluntarily  become involved in matters of public interest. In addition, in these cases, 
it  must be proven that in disseminating the news, the social communicator had the specific intent to inflict  harm, 
was fully aware that false news was disseminated, or acted with gross negligence in efforts to determine the 
truth or falsity of such ÎÅ×ÓȢȱ 

71. Furthermore, this Office has repeatedly maintained that the use of criminal law to punish speech 
referring  to public officials is disproportionate  when it  concerns protected speech, such as information  or speech 
on matters of public interest, and violates the right to freedom of expression.78 

 

72 Eyewitness News. October 24, 2019. House speaker attacks media; The Tribune. October 31, 2019. Do It again and Ingraham would fire 
Speaker. 
73 I/A Court H. R. Case Ríos et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 28, 2009. Serie C No. 
194. Para. 139. 
74TheTribune. July 9, 2019. Social media commentatorremanded; Jamaica Observer. July 12, 2019. Social media commentator released on bail 
on charges of misusing internet; The Nassau Guardian. July 9, 2019. Internet publisher bailed on libel charges. 
75 Tribune. April  3, 2019. Water Wars: Gibson threatens to sue and blasts supply saboteurs; Eye Witness News. April  4, 2019. Sabotage ɀ Water 
service cut to majority of New Providence. 
76TheTribune. June 11, 2019. Rolle blastscorruptionclaims; CCNMarkets. June 12, 2019. Bitcoin agitator John McAfee runs afoul of Bahamas 
anti-corruption czar. 
77 Eyewitness News. July 11, 2019. Rights Bahamas: Abolish archaic criminal libel laws; The Tribune. July 11, 2019. Smith Leads calls to end 
archaic criminal libel laws. 
78 IACHR. Annual Report 2015. Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter V (Conclusions and 
Recommendations). OEA/Ser. L/V/II. Doc. 48. December 31, 2015. 



54  

C. Access to information  

72. During 2019 several civil  society organizations have called on the government to give priority  to the full 
enactment of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), passed in 2017in order to ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒ ȰÔÈÉÓ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÒÉÇÈÔ 
to the people of The "ÁÈÁÍÁÓȢȱ79 

73. The Bahamian government said that the full implementation of the law would take until 2020 because 
of the need for extensive training  within  government departments and agencies. They would also be looking for 
a professional to serve in the position of Information Commissioner.80 

74. On January 30, a resolution was approved in the House of Assembly on the $30 million loan from the 
Inter -American Development Bank (IDB) to continue the digitization of government services.According to the 
resolution, the loan should be used to support the implementation of the Freedom of Information Act by 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ Á ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÒÏÌÌÏÕÔȟ Ȱproviding technical support for the set-up and operation of the office of the 
information commissioner and conducting training to information managers to enhance transparency in public 
sector entities and enhancing inter-institutional  co-ordination to effectively implement FOIA provisionsȢȱ81On April 
8, at the signing ceremony for the IDB loan agreement, Bahamian Prime Minister Hubert A. Minnis noted that its 
objectives include strengthening institutional  capacity and improving  government transparency and integrity. 82 

75. 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ τ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȟȰ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 
information held by the state is a fundamental right of every individual. States have the obligation to guarantee 
the full exercise of this right. This principle allows only exceptional limitations that must be previously 
established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in democratic 
ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

79 Eyewitness News. May 14, 2019. Civil Society calls attention to urgency of FOIA; The Nassau Guardian. May 15, 2019. Civil society groups 
urge FOIA enactment. 
80The Nassau Guardian. May 7, 2019. Bethel: Full FOIA by May 2020.Eyewitness News. May 14, 2019. Civil Society calls attention to urgency 
of FOIA; The Nassau Guardian. May 15, 2019. Civil society groups urge FOIA enactment 
81 81 The Tribune. January 31, 2019. Minnis Aiming of a single window for digital services; The Bahamas Investor. February 1, 2019. House 
approves $30m IDB loan for tech upgrades; ZNS Network. January 31, 2019. House of Assembly approve $30 million IDB loan for digital 
government services.. 
82 The Government of The Bahamas. April 9, 2019. Press Release. Government secures IDB loans for e-services; and for stabilization in the 
event of natural disaster; The Bahamas Investor. April 9, 2019. IDB backs Bahamas digital transformation; The Nassau Guardian. April 9, 
2019. IDB working on $25M credit facility to support Bahamian SMEs; Eye Witness News. April 9, 2019. $30 million loan from IDB to digitize 
the public service. 
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4. BARBADOS 
76. In the context of the 2018 general elections, the elected Prime Minister Mia Mottley is said to have 

proposed the introduction of a bill to ensure access to public information, to achieve greater transparency and 
accountability. During 2019, different  officials have stated that the government will  focus on making the freedom 
of information legislation effective, indicating that a complete transformation of the way the country's public 
administration is managed is needed. They indicated that several measures have already been taken to achieve 
more openness and transparency, such as press briefings after the Council of Ministers meeting. It  is only at the 
time of the finalization of this Annual Report that this preliminary draft was approved. 

 
A. Access to information  

77. In recent years, Barbados has discussed the possibility of introducing legislation to guarantee access to 
public information. During the 2018 general election campaign, Prime Minister Mia Mottley had proposed the 
introduction of such a law in the interest of greater transparency and accountability.83 

78. On May 3, World Press Freedom Day, the Barbados Association of Journalists and Media Workers 
(BARJAM) urged the Mottley administration to introduce a law on freedom of information.84 

79. Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs Dale Marshall said on August 11 that the government 
would focus on the possibility of a freedom of information  bill  in the country over the next 12 months. However, 
he clarified that this would first  require a complete transformation of the way public administration  is currently 
handled. He noted that, as a first step, the government of Barbados has taken several measures to achieve more 
openness and transparency, such as holding post-Cabinet press briefings.85 

80. At the same time, on November 12,Minister of Economic Affairs and InvestmentMarsha Caddlegave 
assurances that the freedom of information legislation would be enacted, and that the government was in the 
ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÃÅ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓȟ ȰÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ Á ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇȟ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÕÓÔȢȱ86As of the 
close of this Annual Report, that bill had not been passed. 

81. The Office of the Special Rapporteur rÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ τ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ 
&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱ!ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÅÌÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÉÓ Á ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ 
individual. States have the obligation to guarantee the full exercise of this right. This principle allows only 
exceptional limitations that must be previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that 
threatens national security in democratic ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
83 IACHR. Annual Report 2018. Report of the Office of The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter II (Evaluation of the State 
of Freedom of Expression in the Hemisphere). OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 30. March 17, 2019. Para. 98 
84 Barbados Today. May 3, 2019. BARJAM calls for Freedom of Information legislation; Nation News.May 3, 2019. Bring freedom of information 
laws. 
85 Loop. August 14, 2019. AG: Freedom of Information Act still on cards; Bajan Reporter.August 18, 2019.Attorney General of Barbados, Dale 
Marshall speaks to freedom of information. 
86 Barbados Today. November 13, 2019. Country rapped for legislation lag. 
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5. BELIZE 

 
A. Freedom of expression in electoral  contexts  

82. On May 8, 2019, a referendum was held to decide whether to take "ÅÌÉÚÅȭÓ ÂÏrder dispute with 
Guatemala to the International Court of Justice.87To this end, the government invited election observation 
groups from both the Caribbean Community (CARICOM-CEOM) and the Commonwealth [Commonwealth 
Observer Group].88The latterissued a statement containing an initial assessment of the process, affirming that 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÄÕÍ ×ÁÓ ȰÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅȟ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÅȟȱÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ȰÒÅÆÌÅÃÔɍÅÄɎ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ the majority of 
"ÅÌÉÚÅÁÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÖÏÔÅÄȢȱ)Ô ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒÓȟ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ Ïbservers, the media, and the police for 
their respective roles in ensuring the success of the referendum.89The Commonwealth Secretary General also 
congratulated the people of Belize on the ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÄÕÍȟ ÓÔÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ȰÁ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÅÒÓhed 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÅÐȢȱ90In addition, the chair of the Commonwealth Observer Group, Hubert Ingraham, highlighted the 
high voter turnout  and civic engagement of Belizeans.91Nevertheless, the Commonwealth Observer Groupraised 
ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÔÈÅ ÁÄÅÑÕÁÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÏÆ ÖÏÔÅÒ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȟȱÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
voters were reportedly denied the franchise as a result of their inability to produce required voter re- 
registration documents from the Office of Vital Statistics.92 

83. The Office of the 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱ%ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ 
and information as it is essential for citizens to have as much information as possible to make a decision in 
casting their  votes. Accordingly, free circulation of facts, ideas, and opinions is crucial. Unquestionably, the most 
common way for citizens currently to inform themselves is through the ÍÅÄÉÁȢȱ93 

 
B. Censorship of journalistic  material  

84. Prime Minister Dean Barrowwarned the media, in a letter from the law firm Barrow & Williams LLP, 
that if the charges brought by the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) were re-broadcast or repeated, they 
could be sued in a civil action. On June 10, the FTCfiledchargeswith theU.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Florida against the Prime Minister and several of his Cabinet members for their alleged involvement 
in the Sanctuary Bay Belizefraud.94"ÁÒÒÏ×ȭÓ letter  states that any defamation or libel of him would pose a ȰÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
ÒÉÓËȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȟ ÓÉÎÃÅȟ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÌÉÁÂÌÅȟ ȰÁ ÃÏÕÒÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ "ÁÒÒÏ×ͻÓ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ 
ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÙ ÄÁÍÁÇÅÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔȢ ɍȰ7Å ÁÒÅ ÔÏ 
therefore notify you that any re-broadcast, re-publication, or repeating in any form of this information and/or 
of unjustifiable commentary related to it  may subject you to civil  ÁÃÔÉÏÎȣÁÎÙ defamation or slander of our client 
poses a special risk to you siÎÃÅ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÖÅÎ ÌÉÁÂÌÅȟ Á ÃÏÕÒÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÂÌÉÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÏÕÒ ÃÌÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
reputation into account with the result that any award of damages against you may be ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄȢȱɎ95 

85. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that Article 13.2 of the American Convention explicitly  states 
that the exercise of freedom of expression cannot be subject to prior censorship. In addition, Principle 5 of the 
)!#(2ȭÓ Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression establishes that Ȱ0ÒÉÏÒ censorship, direct or indirect 
interference in or pressure exerted upon any expression, opinion or information  transmitted through any means 
of oral, written, artistic, visual or electronic communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictions to the free 
circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of information and the imposition of 
obstacles to the free flow of information violate the right to freedom of ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

87Reuters. May 9, 2019. Belizeans vote to ask UN court to settle Guatemala border dispute;Amandala. May 11, 2019. "ÅÌÉÚÅÁÎÓ ÖÏÔÅ ȰÙÅÓȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ICJ; Antigua News Room. May 9, 2019. "ÅÌÉÚÅ ÖÏÔÅÓ ȰÙÅÓȱ ÉÎ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÄÕÍ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ÄÉÓÐÕÔÅ ÔÏ )#*. 
88 Antigua News Room. May 9, 2019. "ÅÌÉÚÅ ÖÏÔÅÓ ȰÙÅÓȱ ÉÎ national referendum to take border dispute to ICJ; Caricom. May 9, 2019. CARICOM 
Election Observer Mission in Belize for Referendum. 
89The Commonwealth. May 11, 2019. Observer group describes Belize vote as credible, transparent and inclusive 
90The Commonwealth. May 15, 2019. Secretary-General congratulates Belize on successful referendum.. 
91Breaking Belize News. May 10, 2019. Commonwealth observers praise referendum management and give initial certification. 
92The Commonwealth.May 9, 2019. Interim Statement of the Commonwealth Observer Group.Belize Referendum; Amandala. May 11, 2019. 
"ÅÌÉÚÅÁÎÓ ÖÏÔÅ ȰÙÅÓȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ )#*. 
93 IACHR. Annual Report 2005. Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter VI Freedom of 
Expression and the Electoral Process: The Case of Opinion Polls and Exit Polls. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.124 Doc. 77 February, 2006. Para. 2. 
94Amandala. July 13, 2019. Sanctuary Belize fraud ɀ FTC fingers Barrow-led government in bankruptcy court; Reporter. July 13, 2019. Bombed 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ &4# 0- "ÁÒÒÏ× ÓÁÙÓ Ǭ)Ô ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÍÅȦǰ 
95News 5. July 12, 2019. F.T.C. attacks "ÅÌÉÚÅȭÓ justice system; Reporter. July 17, 2019. Arresting our fourth  estate; Breaking Belize News. July 
18, 2019. Belize ɀ A shrinking democracy?; Reporter. July 12, 2019. Barrow & Williams does legal ballet ɀ After FTC findings. 
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6. BOLIVIA 
86. During 2019 Bolivia was marked by a political crisis that led to the resignation of former President Evo 

Morales and then led to the interim presidency of former Senator Jeanine Añez. For more than 20 days the 
country experienced an escalation of violence that took the lives of 35 people96 in the so-called massacres of 
Sacaba (Cochabamba) and Senkata (La Paz), owing to joint tasks between the Armed Forces (FFAA) and the 
Bolivian Police. Similarly, clashes between protesters and human rights violations97 by groups of citizens 
mobilized during a civic strike in different cities of the country were reported98. As a result, the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) conducted an observation visit to Bolivia from November 22 to 2599. In 
this context, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has noted the lack of guarantees and security in the work of 
journalists, popular communicators, and the media. Along these lines, a complaint was made100 regarding the 
death and possible murder of the Argentine journalist, Sebastián Moro, occurred in a scenario of generalized 
crisis after the national elections and the power vacancy that resulted from the resignation of former president 
Morales. Likewise, this Office has expressed its concern about the persecution and harassment of independent 
journalists and popular communicators, such as the correspondent of La Izquierda Diario, Carlos Cornejo, the 
artist Leonel Jurado, the collaborator of La Jornada de México, Juan Trujillo, the student from the Universidad 
Mayor de San Simón (UMSA), Alexander Fernández, and the social media managers, Orestes Sotomayor and 
Alejandra Salinas, through the use of criminal figures such ÁÓ ȰÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÍȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÓÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȱ 101. 

87. In addition, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has called on the interim government authorities102 

given the announcements to change the existing legal framework through laws that are not compatible with  the 
recommendations on freedom of expression of the inter-American human rights system. Among them stands 
out the draft supreme decree S/N, stipulating, among other things, the reassignment of the radios of the Original 
Peoples (RPOs) in Bolivia.] 103. 

 
A. Freedom of expression in the context of post -electoral social crisis in  Bolivia  
88. The conflict in Bolivia began prior to the general election on October 21 and increased when the Fast 

and Secure Record Transmission [Transmisión Rápida y Segura de Actas] (TREP) count was interrupted to 
resume 24 hours later announcing the victory  to former President Evo Morales and canceling a possible second 
round of elections where the ruling  party could have faced the opposition leader, Carlos Mesa. The social protest 
×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱςρ & "ÏÌÉÖÉÁ ÓÁÉÄ .Ïȱ ɍ21 F Bolivia dijo No], which called for respect for 
the constitutional referendum of February 21, 2016, in which the draft constitutional amendment was rejected 
to allow the president or vice president of the Bolivian State to run to be reelected more than once. To these 
protests were added sectors of environmental activists that demanded the State coherence in their 
environmental policies on land, territory, and respect for prior consultation on extractive projects. The 
demonstrations were enhanced after preliminary statements by auditors of the electoral process in Bolivia of 
the Organization of American States (OAS), which indicated a possible "intentional fraud" in the national 
elections. The social protest, formed mostly by mobilized sectors of the urban cone, denounced the lack of 
ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÃÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÙȟ ÉÎ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ Á ÃÉÖÉÃ ÓÔÒÉËÅ ȰÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÅÎÓÅ of 
ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȱ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄȟ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ the Civic Committee of the city of Santa Cruz (Pro Santa Cruz Committee), which 

 

 
96 Defensoría del Pueblo. December 2019. Afectación a derechos en conflictos elecciones 2019; Chaski Clandestina. November 16, 2019. 
Denunciamos el estado de terror; Chaski Clandestina. No hemos nacido para morir así; Chaski Clandestina. November 17, 2019. Represión en 
Sacaba: seguimos de luto; Chaski Clandestina. November 19, 2019. Senkata: continua la represión; Chaski Clandestina. November 20, 2019. 
Somos nosotrxs los que cargamos lxs muertxs. Senkata y el luto amplificado; Chaski Clandestina. November 29, 2019. Bolivia en estado de 
ȬÓÈÏÃËȭȡ Á ÕÎÁ ÓÅÍÁÎÁ ÄÅ la masacre de Senkata; BBC Mundo. November 17, 2019. Crisis en Bolivia: el "uso desproporcionado de la fuerza" 
contra seguidores de Evo Morales en Bolivia recibe el repudio de organizaciones internacionales; EFE. November 17, 2019. La CIDH eleva a 23 
los muertos y a 715 los heridos en la crisis de Bolivia; Página 12. December 1, 2019. Bolivia duele por sus muertes y sus heridas; La Razón. 
November 29, 2019. Relator de la CIDH plantea investigación externa sobre violencia en Bolivia y habla de dos 'masacres. 
97 OHCHR, November 16, 2019, Bachelet says repression as well as unnecessary and disproportionate use of force risk inflaming situation in 
Bolivia. 
98 )!#(2ȟ /ÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔȢ ȰIACHR condemns the disproportionate use of police and military forces in Cochabamba #Bolivia that have 
already resulted in 5 people killed and (sic) multiple injuries. Firearms must be excluded from the devices used to control social protestsȱȢ 
November 15, 2019. 7.15 P.M.; Reuters. November 26, 2019. Human rights violations in Bolivia merit outside probe: Americas commission 
head. CNN. November 28, 2019. Ȱ,Á situación es ÁÌÁÒÍÁÎÔÅȱȟ dijo relator de la CIDH para Bolivia. Página 12. November 30, 2019. Para la CIDH 
no hay garantías en Bolivia. 
99 IACHR, December 10, 2019. The IACHR presents its preliminary observations following its visit to Bolivia and requests an urgent international 
investigation take place into the serious human rights violations that have occurred in the country since the October 2019 elections. 
100 IACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 
101 HRW. November 19, 2019, Bolivia: Interim Government Adopts Abusive Measures; Los Tiempos. November 17, 2019. Gobierno creará un 
ȰÁÐÁÒÁÔÏ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÄÅ ÌÁ &ÉÓÃÁÌþÁȱ ÐÁÒÁ ÄÅÔÅÎÅÒ Á ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÏÒÅÓ ÑÕÅ ÈÁÇÁÎ ÓÕÂÖÅÒÓÉĕÎUNITEL/Youtube November 14, 2019. Published by Jhon 
and Gaby Villegas. Murillo Habla Vamos a cazar a Juan Ramón Quintana Que se cuiden todos los que hacen vandalismo. 
102 IACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteurs for Freedom of Expression. Ref: Request for information on draft Supreme Decree S/N on 
Ȱ2ÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ "ÏÌÉÖÉÁȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÁÄÉÏÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓ ɉ20/ÓɊȢ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ σπȟ ςπρωȢ Available at: 
Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 
103 La Razón. December 17, 2019. Las 53 radios comunitarias suspenden informativos. 
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lasted about 20 days and included the blockade of the main roads, avenues, and the occupation of public 
institutions 104. 

89. According to public information, these protests escalated in the use of violence105 after both political 
fronts asked their supporters to defend their vote, which would have led to clashes that violated the exercise of 
human rights106, among them freedom of movement, freedom of association, and of expression. 

90. The IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur in different  press releases107 identified  that since the 
departure of former President Morales on November 10 -during the power vacancy generated by the uprising 
of the National Police, the request for resignation by the armed forces, and with  the self-proclamation of Senator 
Áñez108 as Interim  President of Bolivia, a process backed by the Constitutional Court in the country- there would 
be a strong repressive response by the security forces against protesters and social movements of long historical 
tradition, with the use of firearms and chemical agents that would have generated an increase in the number of 
people killed, injured, and detained109. Specifically, it observed the lack of guarantees and permanent 
aggressions during the coverage of such protests towards journalists, popular communicators, activists, and 
anyone who tried to document the excessive use of force. 

91. During its observation visit to the country, the IACHR110 received information from civil society 
organizations and the Ombudsman's Office, the latter issued a statement on October 28111 demanding that the 
mobilized social sectors, the State, and the police guarantee the security and physical integrity of journalists in 
the exercise of their work. Along these lines, this Office has also received complaints from the National Press 
Association of Bolivia (ANP) and the Cochabamba Press Workers Federation (FSTPC)112. 

92. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has registered attacks against around 70 journalists and popular 
communicators from some 25 national and international  media outlets. The attacks would have been originated 
both by some violent protesters who supported the civic strike from the movement called "Pititas", as well as 
by violent groups of supporters of the former Morales government, and also by the excessive use of force in joint 
tasks of the National Police and the Armed Forces113. Among the main violations of the exercise of freedom of 
expression and the right to access to public information recorded regarding the death and possible murder of 
journalist Sebastián Moro, attacks such as insults, and beatings, in addition to the use of dynamite, confiscation 
of work equipment, stigmatizing statements, censorship, obstruction of coverage and doxing114 campaigns, 
deliberate misinformation, and the use of the legal framework under criminal  offense such as ȬÓÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȭ and 

 
104 ANF. October 22, 2019. Contra la falta de transparencia en el TSE y en Defensa de la Democracia; Página Siete. October 23, 2019. No nos 
maten por una silla; El Día. October 21, 2019. Pary invita a embajadores y organismos internacionales al conteo; OAS, October 23, 2019. 
Informe Preliminar de la Misión de Observación Electoral en Bolivia; Fundación UNIR. October 24, 2019. Monitoreo de episodios de conflicto 
post- electorales; DW. November 14, 2019. Prensa en alemán: Morales provocó las condiciones para un golpe en Bolivia. 
105 Los Tiempos. November 6, 2019. Enfrentamientos en Quillacollo dejan a una persona con muerte cerebral y más de 60 heridos; 
ȰΥ0ÁÒÏ%Î"ÏÌÉÖÉÁȬ-ÏÔÏÑÕÅÒÏÓȭ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȭ#ÏÃÈÁÌÁ 2ÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȭ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ Υ1ÕÉÌÌÁÃÏÌÌÏ ÈÉÔ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȱȢ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ Los Tiempos. November 6, 
2019. 1.28 P.M.; ȰΥ,4ÁÈÏÒÁ Υ#ÏÃÈÁÂÁÍÂÁ Υ0ÁÒÏ%Î"ÏÌÉÖÉÁ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÃÈÁÌÁ 9ÏÕÔÈ 2ÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÇÏ ÔÏ the Huayculi Bridge 
where clashes with groups related to the MAS are reportedȱȢ November 6, 2019. 1:24. P.M. 
106Infobae. October 21, 2019. Carlos Mesa acusó al Tribunal Electoral de ocultar los resultados y convocó a una gran vigilia nacional; BBC 
Mundo. October 23, 2019. Evo Morales asegura que hay en marcha un golpe de Estado en Bolivia e insta a sus seguidores a "defender la 
democracia"; CNN. November 8, 2019. Ȱ4ÅÎÅÍÏÓ que defender el voto del ÐÕÅÂÌÏȱȡ Luis Camacho se separa del opositor Carlos Mesa en Bolivia; 
CNN. November 4, 2019. Luis Fernando Camacho anuncia radicalización del paro cívico nacional indefinido en Bolivia; El Comercio. November 
4, 2019. "ÏÌÉÖÉÁ ÄÅÎÕÎÃÉÁ ȬÇÏÌÐÅ ÄÅ %ÓÔÁÄÏ ÅÎ ÃÁÍÉÎÏȭ ÓÉÎ ÄÅÓÃÁÒÔÁÒ ÕÎÁ ÓÅÇÕÎÄÁ vuelta. 
107 IACHR, October 23, 2019. IACHR Concerned about Violence during Electoral Process in Bolivia; IACHR, November 11, 2019. IACHR 
Concerned about Political Crisis and Situation of Human Rights in Bolivia; IACHR, November 19, 2019. IACHR Warns about the Risk of Impunity 
for Human Rights Violations in Bolivia, Calls for a National Dialogue to Reach a Constitutional Solution to the Crisis. 
108 Página 12, November 13, 2019. Sin quórum, Jeanine Añez se autoproclamó presidenta en La Paz. BBC Mundo. November 13, 2019. Evo 
Morales: ¿hubo un golpe de Estado en Bolivia? BBC Mundo consultó a 6 expertos; The Intercept. November 15, 2019. The Coup that ousted 
"ÏÌÉÖÉÁȭÓ Evo Morales is another setback for Latin American Socialism; The Guardian. December 5, 2019. The Guardian view on Bolivia: respect 
the people; The New York Times. December 9, 2019. Restore Bolivian Democracy and Break Its History of Coups. 
109 EFE, December 10, 2019. Al menos 27 personas murieron por armas de fuego en 'conflictos' en Bolivia; Los Tiempos. November 17, 2019. 
CIDH y Defensoría: En casi un mes de protestas en Bolivia se registraron 23 muertos. 
110 EFE, November 19 2019. La CIDH visitará Bolivia para vigilar el respeto a los derechos humanos; IACHR, Official Twitter account. "IACHR 
sent a formal communication to Bolivia for an immediate visit." November 20, 2019. 1:10 P.M.; "Our team arrives to #Bolivia for the visit to 
observe the human rights situation from November 22 to 26". November 21, 2019. 11:07 P.M.; El Ciudadano. November 25, 2019. CIDH: 
Ȱ"ÏÌÉÖÉÁÎÏÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÁÎ ÖÅÒÄÁÄȟ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÉÁ Ù ÒÅÐÁÒÁÃÉĕÎȱ; Infobae. November 25, 2019. CIDH investiga muertes durante las protestas en Bolivia. 
111 Office of the Ombudsman. December 10, 2019. Defensora del pueblo demanda garantías para el trabajo de periodistas. 
112 ANP. November 8, 2019. Asociación de Periodistas de Cochabamba exige identificar a agresores de reporteros; ANP. November 18, 2019. 
76 periodistas y 14 medios fueron afectados en 29 días de conflicto; Los Tiempos. November 25, 2019. La Fstpc denuncia ante la CIDH las 
agresiones a la prensa. Recuerdan las marchas "pacificas" de las pititas? Medicos gritando "guerra civil". 
113 IACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteurs for Freedom of Expression. IACHR, 
December 10, 2019. The IACHR presents its preliminary observations following its visit to Bolivia and requests an urgent international 
investigation take place into the serious human rights violations that have occurred in the country since the October 2019 elections. CPJ. 
November 11, 2019. Atacan y amenazan a medios bolivianos en el convulso panorama que sigue a la renuncia del presidente Evo Morales. RSF. 
November 15, 2019. Bolivia: periodistas locales y extranjerxs sufren amenazas por parte del gobierno de facto. November 21, 2019. Caos en 
Bolivia: los medios de comunicación, blanco de agresiones y desamparados. 
114 It  is the practice on the Internet of research and publication of private or identifying information (especially personal information) about an 
individual or an organization. The methods used to acquire this information include searches in publicly accessible databases and social 
networks (such as Facebook), hacking, and social engineering methods. It is closely related to Internet surveillance and hacktivism. 
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ȬÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÍȭȟ ÕÓÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÅ ÂÕÔ ÔÏ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÏÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÅÎÏÕÎÃÅd 
violations to the exercise of their fundamental rights. Different media reported that they stopped covering 
certain manifestations and topics arguing lack of protection, security, and guarantees for the exercise of their 
journalistic activity by the State115. 

 
B. Attacks, Threats,  Intimidations  
93. During the civic strike carried out between October 21 and November 10, this Office received 

complaints about attacks on reporters of the newspapers El Deber, La Razón, Página Siete, Los Tiempos, Opinión, 
Prensa Rural, and Agencia de Noticias Fides (ANF), the TV channels ATB, UNITEL, Gigavisión, Red Uno, Bolivisión, 
PAT, Tele C, and Abya Yala, and the radio stations Pio XII, Erbol, Radio Patria Nueva, Kawsachun Coca Radio, San 
Simón Radio, and Ichilo Radio, among others116. 

94. Among the relevant attacks due to the high degree of violence are the attack on photojournalist Miguel 
Carrasco of La Razón117, who was hit  with  a stone in the head when he was covering the confrontations between 
protesters, which left him with nine stitches. Something similar would have happened to journalist Crisólogo 
Alemán who accompanied the caravan of protesters from the department of Potosí that were heading towards 
La Paz to demand the resignation of Morales118. Alemán denounced that they were ambushed and attacked by 
supporters of the former president in the Vila Vila region, where he would have received a blow that caused a 
wound on his forehead. Popular communicators also denounced attacks by mobilized violent protesters, who 
would have hindered the free mobility of journalists and popular communicators119, among other citizens. Juan 
Carlos Rocha, former president of the ANP and content director of the El Deber Group, denounced he received 
blows while trying to cover a blockade -within the civic strike - in Santa Cruz120. On November 5, agressions 
againts several journalists in El Alto were reported, when protesters surrounded the airport preventing the 
departure of the president of the Pro Santa Cruz Civic Committee, Luis Fernando Camacho, who was heading to 
La Paz to deliver a letter to the then president requesting his resignation121. 

95. The attacks against women journalists are also relevant. For example, the Red Uno reporter, María José 
Mollinedo, was threatened with being burned and was intimidated through insults based on her gender when 
she covered some mobilized groups: Ȱ%ÖÏȭÓ 0ÒÏÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȱȟ ȰÓÅÌÌ ÏÕÔȱ122, were the insults expressed and documented. 
Journalist Carla Pabón, also of Red Uno, was held, threatened, and beaten by a group of mobilized doctors, and 
journalist Raiza Cruz, from the same media, and her cameraman, were assaulted by protesters in El Alto, who 
would have beaten and insulted them. Along the same lines is what happened to UNITEL journalist, Helga 
Velasco, and Red Uno television presenter, Ximena Zalzer, who would have been attacked by neighbors who 
supported civic strike in the Las Palmas neighborhood of Santa Cruz. Also, the journalist of the Guardiana site, 
Miriam Jemio, would have been intimidated  and insulted, while she was covering the civic strike in La Paz123. On 
the other hand, according to public knowledge information, the ANP and the Association of Journalists of La Paz 

 
 
 

115 IACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteurs for Freedom of Expression. IACHR, 
December 10, 2019. The IACHR presents its preliminary observations following its visit to Bolivia and requests an urgent international 
investigation take place into the serious human rights violations that have occurred in the country since the October 2019 elections. CPJ. 
November 11, 2019. Atacan y amenazan a medios bolivianos en el convulso panorama que sigue a la renuncia del presidente Evo Morales. RSF. 
November 15, 2019. Bolivia: periodistas locales y extranjerxs sufren amenazas por parte del gobierno de facto. 
116 Ȱȧ5.)4%, ÍÁÓÉÓÔÁ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÔÅ ÃÈÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢȱ Twitter account of Radio APLP. October 30, 2019. 
9.11 P.M.; El Día. November 3, 2019. Santa Cruz: Ocho periodistas y un medio sufrieron agresiones durante bloqueos; El Deber. November 6, 
2019. Una cruceña fue retenida momentáneamente en El Alto por manifestantes. 
117 La Razón. October 28, 2019. Periodista de La Razón es herido al cubrir los conflictos en La Paz; Página Siete. 28 de Octubre de 2019. 
Reportero de La Razón fue agredido en manifestaciones y Defensoría pide garantías; El Día. October 28, 2019. Fotoperiodista de La Razón fue 
herido en la cabeza. 
118 ANP. November 9, 2019. Atacan a periodistas en La Paz y Oruro Guardiana. November 18, 2019. Más de 70 periodistas agredidos en un mes 
por opositores y afines a Evo. 
119 IACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression; IACHR 
December 10, 2019. Floha de São Paulo. December 25, 2019. En serie con autores latinos, Maximiliano Barrientos escribe sobre una Bolivia 
dividida.. Cuenta de Twitter de Lia Libertad. Octubre de 2019. Noticias Bolivia/Youtube. 2 de noviembre de 2019. Santa Cruz CÍVICOS 
OBLIGAN ARRODILLARSE A MUJER LA AMENAZAN CON QUEMARLA VIVA 
120 Opinión. November 6, 2019. ANP denuncia agresión a su exvicepresidente Juan Carlos Rocha; November 4, 2019. Santa Cruz: Ocho 
periodistas y dos medios sufrieron agresiones durante bloqueos. El Deber. November 6, 2019. Agreden a director de contenidos del grupo El 
Deber. 
121 Página Siete. November 5, 2019. Página Siete repliega a sus periodistas de la cobertura en El Alto; ANP. November 7, 2019. Equipos de 
Bolivisión Tv sufren ataques en La Paz. November 9, 2019. Atacan a periodistas en La Paz y Oruro.; Los Tiempos. November 6, 2019. Cercan y 
amenazan a Camacho en El Alto, pero él dice que hoy volverá. 
122 CIDH. Relatoría Especial. 28 de Octubre de 2019. Denuncia. Disponible en: Archivo de la Relatoría para la Libertad de Expresión. EJU.TV. 
29 de Octubre de 2019. Canelas se solidariza con periodistas que sufrieron agresiones en movilizaciones. Primera Linea Info. 28 de Octubre de 
2019. Bloqueadores violentos en La Paz amenzan de muerte a periodista. 
123 Office of the Special Rapporteur October 2019. Interviews with journalists María José Mollinedo and Helga Velasco; ȰΥ,Á0ÁÚ 
#APLPRadioInforma "¡UNITEL masista!", the defenders of the vote chanted to one of the country's ÍÅÄÉÁȱ. APLP Radio Twitter  account. October 
26, 2019. 9.11. P.M.; ANP. November 9, 2019. Atacan a periodistas en La Paz y Oruro; Los Tiempos. November 20, 2019. Mujeres periodistas 
de Red Uno fueron golpeadas y amenazadas; ANP. November 8, 2019. Vecinos golpean a presentadora de televisión en Santa Cruz. 
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(APLP) demanded, through a joint statement, guarantees for the work of the journalist of Televisión Universitaria 
of Canal 13, Ximena Galarza, reporting  that she would have been threatened after an interview 124. 

96. According to public information, on November 6, one of the most violent days of the post-election crisis, 
members of the Cochala Youth Resistance (RJC) group attacked, on motorcycles and while armed, people of 
indigenous social movements and rural individuals, who were on vigil in the town of Vinto (on the outskirts of 
Cochabamba). The mayor of this town, Patricia Arce, was harassed with a series of humiliating treatments; for 
example, her hair was cut, she was sprayed with paint, she was hit while on the ground, and forced to walk 
barefoot. Along the same lines, the group hit and humiliated the rural leader and former vice minister of 
interculturality,  Feliciano Vegamonte. In both cases, the aggressors would have been identified as part of various 
violent groups part of the civic strike in that city, including RJC, who also filmed and spread the attacks on social 
networks. This Office also received complaints that would indicate that the violent group would be promoted by 
regional civic authorities, who allegedly with  the support of the Police, would intimidate  followers, leaders, and 
authorities of the Morales party, the Movement To Socialism [Movimiento Al Socialismo] (MAS) 125. 

97. In this same line, there were attacks on the journalist of Los Tiempos, Cristina Cotari, who was forced to 
stop recording while covering the aforementioned confrontations126. A day later, on November 7, the La Razón 
correspondent, Angélica Melgarejo, denounced threats and intimidation  when she tried to get an interview  with 
the leaders of the RJC group, one day after the episodes of violence in Vinto. During the days of civic blockade, 
this group was the only one that would have been allowed by protesters to mobilize on motorcycles during the 
strike127. 

98. This Office has taken note of the persistence of threats and intimidat ion towards journalists and popular 
communicators by the RJC128 group in Cochabamba. Journalists have reported that intimidation intensifies 
during certain coverage, such as when indigenous groups or rural people mobilize. 

99. Likewise, according to public information, also on November 6, alleged officials of the Ministry  of Health 
would have shot firecrackers from the roof of the institution against protesters mobilized around the place. In 
addition, civic leaders in La Paz denounced that mining organizations would continue using dynamite, which 
would have jeopardized the safety of the civilian population at the government headquarters129. 

100. On November 8, the photographer of the newspaper Página Siete, Gastón Brito, was arrested by the 
police and taken to the facilities of the Special Force Against Crime [Fuerza Especial de Lucha Contra el Crimen] 
(FELCC) of La Paz, where he remained detained for 30 minutes. According to public information, the Commander 
in charge would have explained that they never issued an arrest warrant against him and that it would be a 
misunderstanding. For his part, the journalist  argued that it  could have been pressures to give information  about 
other foreign journalists doing coverage130. 

101. This Office has identified a second time frame where human rights violations developed. November 9 
marked a break in the demonstrations and protests within the civic strike in Bolivia, due to the aforementioned 
uprising by the Police, who, together with the armed forces, requested the resignation of then President 
Morales131. 

102. As reported in the observation visit  to Bolivia of the IACHR, due to the absence of the public force, looting 
and fires would have been recorded at the headquarters of political  parties, private homes of politicians, leaders 

 
 

124 ANF. October 26, 2019. Asociaciones de periodistas piden garantías para el periodismo, en especial para Galarza. 
125 CNN. November 6, 2019. Alcaldesa en Bolivia es agredida, humillada y obligada a caminar descalza; La Razón. November 6, 2019. Agreden 
y humillan a la Alcaldesa de Vinto; jornada de violencia en Cochabamba deja 95 herido; BBC. November 7, 2019. Bolivia mayor has hair forcibly 
cut by crowd of protesters; DW. November 7, 2019. Bolivia: alcaldesa vejada en la jornada más violenta hasta hoy, "The president of the 
Women's Civic Committee of #Cochabamba, Claudia Flores, warned about fencing houses of MAS authorities" The Times Twitter account. 
November 9, 2019. 7.42 P.M.; Página 12. February 10, 2020. ¿Qué es la Resistencia Juvenil Cochala?. 
126 Ȱ,ÏÓ 4ÉÅÍÐÏÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ #ÒÉÓÔÉÎÁ #ÏÔÁÒÉ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÆÒontation in 
Huayculi, with the arrival of the "Cochala Resistance". The Times Twitter account. November 6, 2019. 1.33 P.M.; "Motoqueros" of the "Cochala 
2ÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ΅ ×ÈÏ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ Υ1ÕÉÌÌÁÃÏÌÌÏ ÈÉÔ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȱȢ November 6, 2019. 1.28. P.M.; Ȱ(Ï× Υ"ÏÌÉÖÉÁ ÈÕÒÔÓ ȢȢȢ ! -!3 ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÒ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ an impact 
on the face in clashes in Huayculi. Shocking imagesȱȢ November 6, 2019. 1.24 P.M.; Ȱ!Î ÁÎÇÒÙ ÍÏÂ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÙÏÒ ÏÆ 6ÉÎÔÏȟ 0ÁÔÒÉÃÉÁ !ÒÃÅȟ ÔÏ 
×ÁÌË ÂÁÒÅÆÏÏÔȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÆÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÅ Υ#ÏÃÈÁÂÁÍÂÁ ȱȢ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ,Á Razón. November 6, 2019. 4:27 P.M.; 
ȰMaking humble women and men kneel!!! They deserve jail time!!ȱ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ (ÅÁÌÔÈȟ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌÁ -ÏÎÔÁđÏȢ 
November 6, 2019. 1.59. P.M. 
127 IACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression; La Razón. 
November 7, 2019. ,Á 2ÁÚĕÎ ÄÅÎÕÎÃÉÁ ÁÍÅÄÒÅÎÔÁÍÉÅÎÔÏ ÄÅ ÐÁÒÔÅ ÄÅÌ ÇÒÕÐÏ 2ÅÓÉÓÔÅÎÃÉÁ +ȭÏÃÈÁÌÁ. 
128 ChaskiClandestina. December 12, 2019. La CIDH cita en su informe al grupo paramilitar Resistencia Juvenil Cochala y cataloga de masacre 
los hechos suscitados en Sacaba y Senkata. 
129 Los Tiempos. November 6, 2019. Lanzan petardos a los manifestantes desde el techo del Ministerio de Salud; La Vanguardia/EFE. November 
1, 2019. La Defensora del Pueblo denuncia el uso de dinamita en disturbios en La Paz. 
130 IACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Página Siete. 
November 8, 2019. Liberan a "Soyelgas", fotoperiodista de Página Siete, tras ser retenido en la Felcc. 
131 BBC Mundo. November 9, 2019. Motín de policías en Bolivia: agentes de varias ciudades se declaran en rebeldía contra el gobierno de 
Morales, quien denuncia un "golpe de Estado"; El País. November 11, 2019. El Ejército obliga a Evo Morales a renunciar como presidente de 
Bolivia; ANF. November 10, 2019. Las Fuerzas Armadas y la Policía piden la renuncia del presidente Morales; Ȱ4ÈÕÓȟ Javier Triguero, president 
of the association of non-commissioned officers, sergeants, capes and police officers of the Santa Cruz police garrison, announced the police 
ÕÐÒÉÓÉÎÇȱȢ November 8, 2019. 8.28 P.M. 
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and journalists, as well as attacks against private media antennas such as TVU, Red Uno, UNITEL, as well as 
attacks and harassment against their officials132. 

103. Among them were recorded: the burning of the headquarters of the Six Federations of the Tropic of 
Chapare and the MAS where the facilities of the Kawsachun Coca Community Radio133 and the installation of 
facilities of different state media were located134. 

104. It is of relevance due to the degree of violence, the fire caused in the house of TVU journalist, Casimira 
Lema, located in Chasquipampa, in the southern part of La Paz. According to public information, the 
communicator was not at home when a violent group arrived to set the building on fire135. 

105. Along the same lines, on November 9, violent groups also set fire to the house of the governor of the 
Department of Oruro, Víctor Hugo Vásquez136, who resigned publicly, as well as that of the municipal mayor of 
Oruro, Saúl Aguilar. Likewise, residences and other properties were burned, destroyed, or looted, like that of the 
then President, Evo Morales, that of his sister, Esther Morales, that of the governor of Chuquisaca, Esteban 
Urquizu137, that of the former president of the Chamber of Deputies Víctor Borda -whose brother was taken as 
a hostage,- that of the MAS Senator Omar Aguilar, that of the departmental congresswoman of the MAS Sandra 
Siñani, that of the congress deputy David Ramos, that of the Minister of Mining and Metallurgy César Navarro - 
as well  as his mother's house in the city of Potosí,- that of the Minister  of the Presidency, Juan Ramón Quintana138, 
that of the mayor of El Alto, Soledad Chapetón139, and that of the indigenous leader Nelson Condori, 
representative of the Single Trade Union Confederation of Rural Workers of Bolivia (CSTUCB)140, in the 
municipality of Guaqui; also, that of the rector of the Universidad Mayor de San Andrés (UMSA) and leader of 
the National Committee for the Defense of Democracy (CONADE), Waldo Albarracín141, who during previous 
mobilizations would also have been violently attacked. 

106. On November 9, groups of violent mobilized people requesting the resignation of former President 
Morales took over the premises of the Single Trade Union Confederation of Peasant Workers of Bolivia 
(CSUTCB), and would have vexed and tied a post to the director of Radio Comunidad y from the Prensa Rural 
newspaper, José Aramayo142. 

107. According to complaints received by the IACHR, the correspondent of the Argentine Página 12 
newspaper, Sebastián Moro, also a contributor to Prensa Rural, would have been covering the attacks against 
Aramayo. A day later, on November 10, and after having sent the last article to the Argentine media about the 
situation in Bolivia, the journalist was found unconscious at his home and died six days later in a private clinic, 
according to the medical report  due to a ACV, although his family has denounced the possibility  that he had been 
murdered for his journalistic work 143. 

108. The IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur have received information on the unclear 
circumstances surrounding the death of the journalist, including the medical record that registered the existence 
of polytrauma in his body and the lack of work equipment at his home, such as his recorder, vest, and notebook. 

 
132 El Deber/Facebook, November 10, 2019. Alteños movilizados atacan y destruyen antena de Unitel, causando pánico en Ciudad Satélite 
ȰΥ"ÒÅÁËÉÎÇ The signals of @unitelbolivia, Televisión Universitaria and @RedUnoBolivia were cut off. They denounce that a choque group caused 
destruction and burned their antennas in the area of the Satellite City of #ElAltoȱȢ ANF Twitter  account. November 9, 2019. 9:39 P.M.; ȰΥ5ÒÇÅÎÔ 
University Television Journalists (TVU) denounce that they received threats and that they are forced to close their broadcastȱȢ ANF Twitter 
account. November 10, 2019. 7:36 P.M. 
133 La Razón, November 8, 2019. Incendian sede de las Seis Federaciones cocaleras y del MAS en Cochabamba. #NationalStrike| They burn and 
loot the facilities of the #Cochabamba Tropic Federation, where Kausachun Coca radio also worked. Twitter account of El Día. November 9, 
2019. 11.12. PM. 
134 ȰΥ"ÒÅÁËÉÎÇ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÔÅÓters facilitate evacuation of journalists from Bolivia TV and radio Patria Nueva." ANF Twitter account. 
November 9, 2019. 4.45 P.M.; La Razón. November 9, 2019. Bloqueadores cercan Bolivia TV y radio Patria Nueva en La Paz y amenazan para 
que deje de transmitir ; La Prensa. November 9, 2019. Manifestantes ocupan medios estatales y desalojan a empleados en Bolivia. 
135 ANF, November 10, 2019. Una turba quema la casa de la periodista Lema y Página Siete suspende su edición impresa. 
136 Opinión, November 9, 2019. Oruro: Queman la casa del gobernador Víctor Hugo Vásquez; Ȱ&ÉÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÏÆ Υ/ÒÕÒÏȟ 
6þÃÔÏÒ (ÕÇÏ 6ÜÓÑÕÅÚȱȢ Twitter account of La Razón. November 9, 2019. 6.41. P.M.; El Deber, No date. Renuncia Víctor Hugo Vásquez, 
gobernador de Oruro. 
137 El Mundo, November 10, 2019. Incendian la casa de una hermana de Evo Morales y de dos gobernadores; La Razón, November 10, 2019. 
Oruro vive una jornada tensa; renuncia su alcalde y queman su casa.; Aristegui, November 11, 2019. Saquean y vandalizan la casa de Evo 
Morales luego de su renuncia | Video. 
138 El Potosí, November 10, 2019. Prenden fuego en la casa de Víctor Borda; Urgente, November 10, 2019. Queman la casa del diputado Borda 
y la de César Navarro en Potosí; ANF. 10 de noviembre de 2019. Víctor Borda suplica que liberen a su hermano tomado como rehén y renuncia 
a su curul; El País/EFE. November 11, 2019. Saquearon y dañaron casa de Evo Morales en Cochabamba e incendiaron otras residencias; 
Aristegui. November 10, 2019. Saquean y vandalizan la casa de Evo Morales luego de su renuncia | Video; Correo del Sur, November 10, 2019. 
Gobernador de Chuquisaca anuncia su renuncia al cargo; Notimerica, 10 de noviembre de 2019. Bolivia.- El presidente de la Cámara de 
Diputados de Bolivia dimite y denuncia que su hermano ha sido secuestrado; W Radio, November 11, 2019. Quemaron mi casa y trataron de 
ahorcar a mi sobrino: ministro que renunció con Evo Morales. 
139 Red Uno, November 19, 2019. Vándalos queman la casa de los padres de Soledad Chapetón en El Alto. 
140 Los Tiempos, November 14, 2019. Queman la casa de Nelson Condori, el indígena que reprochó a Morales el fraude electoral. 
141 Bolivisión, November 10, 2019. Saquean y queman casa de Waldo Albarracín; La Razón. November 11, 2019. Albarracín: La instrucción 
era quemar la casa con las personas dentro. 
142 Urgente November 9, 2019. Toman oficinas de la CSUTCB y amarran a un poste al director de Radio Comunidad; TeleSur/Youtube Official 
Channel, November 9, 2019. TeleSUR denuncia acoso a periodistas en Bolivia. 
143 Tiempo, December 8, 2019. El periodista argentino muerto en Bolivia: ¿ACV o brutal agresión?. 
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Also, there would have been audios erased from his phone and according to complaints filed by the family, the 
private clinic would have confiscated the journalist's medical documents, a confiscation that would persist until 
the closing date of this 2019 Annual Report144. 

109. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has repeatedly indicated that the murder of journalists constitutes 
the most extreme form of censorship and that States have a positive obligation to identify and punish the 
perpetrators of these crimes. For this Office, it  is essential that the State investigate, in a complete, effective, and 
impartial manner, the murders of journalists and clarify their motives and judicially determine the relationship 
they may have with journalistic activity and freedom of expression. The authorities should not rule out the 
exercise of journalism as a motive for murder and/or aggression before the investigation is completed. The 
omission of logical lines of investigation or the lack of diligence in the collection of evidence in this regard can 
have serious repercussions in the development of the processes in stages of indictment or trial. Not having 
completely exhausted the logical lines of research results in, above all, that intellectual authors cannot be 
identified. 

110. Along these lines, the IACHR received with  concern the information  on the approval of Supreme Decree 
No. 4078 on November 14, regarding the actions of the Armed Forces in the country. According to the 
information received, the Decree intends to exempt from criminal responsibility the personnel of the Armed 
Forces that participate in the operations for the restoration of internal order and public stability 145. 

111. On November 14, the Minister of Communication, Roxana Lizárraga, appointed by the proclaimed 
President Jeanine Áñez, threatened national and international  journalists with  criminal  proceedings for sedition, 
ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÏÓÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÏÒ ÐÓÅÕÄÏ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÓÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
the law, because what some journalists who are Bolivians or foreigners who are committing sedition in our 
country do have to respond tÏ "ÏÌÉÖÉÁÎ ÌÁ×ȱɉsic). In addition, she indicated that these journalists are already 
identified  and that the Minister  of Government "will  take the relevant actions"146, which would have contributed 
to creating a climate of silencing in the press. 

112. On November 12, the newspapers Página Siete in La Paz, Los Tiempos and Opinion of Cochabamba, 
suspended the circulation of their respective printed editions, given the climate of insecurity and intimidation 
to journalists and their media. The newspaper El Día de Santa Cruz reported that it stopped circulating in print 
format since October 23 due to the indefinite strike in the region147. 

113. In this context, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has registered attacks on foreign journalists of 
Página 12, TN, Crónica, América, Telefé, TeleSur, and Aljazeera, among others148. On this last medium, Aljazeera, 
it was informed that their reporter Teresa Bo was intentionally gassed by members of the Police while 
broadcasting live protests. According to the information collected, the majority of  foreign correspondents left 

 
 
 
 

144 IACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Complaints Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression; Página 12, November 17, 2019. Murió el periodista Sebastián Moro; Página 12, November 13, 2019. 
Bandas fascistas contra reporteros; Tiempo, December 8, 2019. El periodista argentino muerto en Bolivia: ¿ACV o brutal agresión?; Resumen 
Latinoamericano, December 15, 2019. Bolivia. Sebastián Moro: El periodista argentino hallado con golpes, pudo haber sido asesinado; Diario 
Uno, December 29, 2019. Reclaman que se investigue la muerte en Bolivia del periodista Sebastián Moro. 
145 Ministry of Justice of Bolivia, Decree, Decreto Supremo 4078. Supreme Decree No. 4078. Available for consultation at: 
https:// www.nodal.am/wp -content/uploads/2019/11/sample1.pdf ; La Razón. November 23, 2019. El Decreto.; Página 12. November 16, 
2019. Carta blanca para la represión y la impunidad en Bolivia; IACHR, November 19, 2019. IACHR Warns about the Risk of Impunity for 
Human Rights Violations in Bolivia, Calls for a National Dialogue to Reach a Constitutional Solution to the Crisis. 
146 Clarín. November 14, 2019. Video: la nueva ministra de Comunicaciones de Bolivia amenazó con aplicar la ley de sedición a periodistas; 
Infobae. November 14, 2019. Bolivia: la nueva ministra de Comunicación amenazó a periodistas locales y extranjeros por cometer presunta 
ȰÓÅÄÉÃÉĕÎȱ. 
147IACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Complaints Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression. "#ANF Cochabambinos newspapers @LosTiemposBol and @Opinion_Bolivia reported that in the face of insecurity 
and threats they resolved to withdraw their journalists and therefore their print editions will not circulate on Tuesday." ANF Twitter account. 
November 11, 2019. 9.41. P.M.; Página Siete. November 12, 2019. Por inseguridad, tres medios suspenden su edición impresa y canales 
transmiten por cable. 
148 Telefe Noticias. November 12, 2019. El testimonio del opositor Luis Fernando Camacho; Infobae. November 13, 2019. Violenta agresión al 
equipo de América Noticias que cubre la crisis en Bolivia.; ȰȬ) hate to be the story because we are here to report on what is ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇȢȭ Al *ÁÚÅÅÒÁȭÓ 
correspondent @TeresaBo has tear gas fired at her ×ÈÉÌÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÉÎ "ÏÌÉÖÉÁȱȢ Al Jazeera's Twitter account. November 17, 2019 
11:21 A.M.; El País. November 15, 2019. Evacuados varios periodistas argentinos de Bolivia tras ser agredidos y amenazados; SIP. November 
15, 2019. La SIP condena agresiones contra periodistas extranjeros en Bolivia; Folha de S. Paulo. November 17, 2019. Jornalistas argentinos 
decidem deixar Bolívia após receberem ameaças; Telam. November 15, 2019. "ÕÌÌÒÉÃÈȡ Ȱ,ÏÓ ÐÅÒÉÏÄÉÓÔÁÓ ÁÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÏÓ ÙÁ ÅÓÔÜÎ ÅÎ ÅÌ ÁÅÒÏÐÕÅÒÔÏ 
ÐÁÒÁ ÒÅÇÒÅÓÁÒȱ; IFEX. November 14, 2019. IFEX-ALC condena agresiones a periodistas en Bolivia; "#Bolivia Minister of communication, 
appointed by the current self-proclaimed government, stigmatizes and threatens journalists, jeopardizing the freedom of expression and security 
of the press workers who are covering the conflict in that country." FIP Regional Twitter account. November 15, 2019. 5.09 AM.; Telesur. 
November 15, 2019. Gobierno de facto de Bolivia amenaza a periodistas; América TV. November 14, 2019. Echan al equipo de América Noticas 
y A24 de Bolivia; José Viñuela #Ciberperiodismo/Youtube. November 14, 2019. Bolivia. Periodistas en peligro. Camarógrafo de Telefe espera 
ser rescatado; Ȱ!ÒÇÅÎÔÉÎÅ activists use past videos of protests against Evo to say that it  is a current protest in favor of Evo. Let us denounce these 
ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÉÓÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÕÐÈÅÁÖÁÌ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢȱ Andrés Guzmán Escobari's Twitter 
account. November 16, 2019. 10:42 A.M. 
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the country due to the attacks, the lack of guarantees, the alleged pressure from protesters, and also due to 
defamation campaigns149. 

114. Also, on November 29, the correspondent for La Jornada and Desinformemonos de México, Juan Trujillo, 
reported having been detained without justification by the Police, who transferred him on a patrol without a 
license plate to Immigration offices. Trujillo also explained that they refused to call his diplomatic 
ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÁÔÁ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÆÉÎÇÅÒÐÒÉÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ Á ȰÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÕÍȱ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
he promised to regularize his employment situation150. 

115. On November 23, Pando Department Senator Carmen Gonzales, an alliance candidate between 
Leopoldo Fernández and Carlos Mesa in the October 2019 elections, made statements against Argentine 
journalists, who denounced that this would boost harassment151 for their work in the  country. 

116. According to information provided to this Office, on December 12 during the conversation conducted 
by the NGO The Dialogue in Washington D.C. with  the civic leader, Luis Fernando Camacho, different  groups that 
supported him, verbally and physically attacked journalists and activists demonstrating against Camacho's 
presence in the country, denouncing he was one of the facilitators of an alleged coup in Bolivia . The activists 
were evicted from the scene and would have been exposed to attacks by supporters of Camacho, who threatened 
to call immigration agents to detain them152. 

117. During the interim  government of Áñez153, due to the strong repressive response by the security forces, 
with  the use of firearms, it  was of particular  concern for the IACHR the fact that there were combined operations 
of the National Police and of the Armed Forces for the control of public order, without adequate legal support. 
Likewise, the IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur expressed concern about the participation of the 
Armed Forces in operations to control public order and, in particular, to promote citizen security in the context 
of social protests154. 

118. The Office of the Special Rapporteur urges the State of Bolivia to investigate, in a complete, effective and 
impartial manner, these crimes that affect the entire society, clarify their motives, and judicially determine the 
relationship they might have with their activity as communicators. In this sense, it is essential that the 
authorities investigate these facts without ruling out the hypothesis of the link with journalistic activity and 
freedom of expression. 

119. Additionally, principle 9 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the IACHR states 
that "[t]he murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the material 
destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict 
freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their 
perpetrators and to ensure that victims receive due compensation." Particularly, in the case of crimes against 
journalists and social communicators, the IACHR has indicated that impunity contributes to self-censorship of 
the press. 

120. In turn, regarding violence against women journalists, the Office of the Special Rapporteur stressed that 
Ȱ×ÏÍÅÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÄÉÓÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÕÔÉÎÅÌÙ face gender-based violence in the workplace and on the 
ÇÒÏÕÎÄȟȱ and they face differentiated forms of violence by state and non-state actors, as well as lack of protection 
and obstacles in access to justice also differentiated from their male partners. In this regard, the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur has highlighted the importance of integrating a gender perspective to ensure that women 
journalists are adequately protected and can exercise their right to freedom of expression without undue 
restrictions. 

121. ,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ *ÏÉÎÔ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ςπρς ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱɍ×ɎÈÅÎ 
there is evidence that a crime committed may be a crime against freedom of expression, the investigation should 

 
 

 
149 Ciberperiodismo / Youtube. 14 de Noviembre de 2019. Bolivia. Periodistas en peligro. Camarógrafo de Telefe espera ser rescatado. 
Infobae. 13 de Noviembre de 2019. Violenta agresión al equipo de América Noticias que cubre la crisis en BoliviaȢ ȰActivistas argentinos 
usan videos pasados de protestas contra Evo para decir que es una protesta actual en favor de Evo. Denunciemos estas cuentas que 
ÔÅÒÇÉÖÅÒÓÁÎ ÌÁ ÖÅÒÄÁÄ Ù ÓĕÌÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÙÅÎ Á ÇÅÎÅÒÁÒ ÍÁÙÏÒ ÃÏÎÖÕÌÓÉĕÎ ÅÎ ÎÕÅÓÔÒÏ ÐÁþÓȱ. Cuenta de Twitter del comentarista e 
internacionalista Andrés Gúzman Escobari. 16 de Noviembre de 2019. 
150 IACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Complaints December 17, 2019. Available at: Archive of the Office of 
the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 
151 Ȱ4×Ï communist and insufferable Argentines put their dirty nose in #Bolivia the ȬÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȭ expelled from @ CNNEE @ CMonteroOficial and 
the nosy @jmkarg Both must receive money or gift from the former dictator. They speak without knowing. Pair of dirty and ignorant. 
Υ%ÖÏ.Ï%ÒÅÓ"ÉÅÎÖÅÎÉÄÏ%Î-ÅØÉÃÏȱȢ #ÁÒÍÅÎ 'ÏÎÚÁÌÅȭÓ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔȢ November 23, 2019. 8.14 PM. 
152 The Dialogue. December 12, 2019. A Conversation with Luis Fernando Camacho; The Grayzone/YouTube. December 17, 2019. Fascist 
Bolivian coup leader fails in DC charm offensive; Erbol. December 12, 2019. Camacho es increpado en evento en EEUU en medio de protesta e 
incidentes. 
153 BBC Mundo. November 13, 2019. Renuncia de Evo Morales: la senadora Jeanine Áñez asume la presidencia de Bolivia y el expresidente la 
acusa de "autoproclamarse". 
154 ANF. November 10, 2019. Alto Mando Militar  ordena operaciones militares para neutralizar a grupos armados; IACHR. November 19, 2019. 
IACHR Warns about the Risk of Impunity for Human Rights Violations in Bolivia, Calls for a National Dialogue to Reach a Constitutional Solution 
to the Crisis. 
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proceed with the assumption that it is a crime of such nature until proven otherwise, and all relevant 
ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÖÅÎÕÅÓ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÅØÈÁÕÓÔÅÄȱ155. 

122. During its observation visit to Bolivia, the IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur received 
information on attacks that occurred during the coverage of the repression of the mobilizations at the Huallani 
bridge in Cochabamba, called the Sacaba massacre. On November 15, journalist and cameraman of the ATB 
television network, Sergio Figueroa, would have been assaulted by protesters, who attacked him based on the 
alleged silence of the national press. As reported, in that same episode, unknown individuals would have 
launched a firecracker towards journalists and military officers allegedly causing injuries to four reporters: 
Fernando Bustamante, César Baldelomar, Ronald Aguilar, and Sergio Figueroa. In addition, protesters would 
have thrown rocks at six other journalists156. 

123. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that "the protection of the right to freedom of expression 
requires that the authorities ensure the necessary conditions for journalists to cover facts of notorious public 
interest such as those related to social protests." Likewise, the 2013 Joint Declaration on violence against 
journalists in the framework of social demonstrations indicates that the rights of assembly and freedom of 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ȰÁÒÅ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÉÓ Á ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ Á 
democratic society. A State may impose reasonable limitations on demonstrations in order to ensure their 
peaceful development or disperse those that become violent, provided that such limits are governed by the 
principles of legality, necessity, and proportiona lity.  In addition, dispersing a demonstration must be justified in 
the duty of protection of people, and the safest and least harmful measures for protesters should be used. The 
use of force in public demonstrations must be exceptional and in strictly  necessary circumstances in accordance 
with internationally recognized ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȱ157. 

124. In the 2013 Joint Declaration on violence against journalists in the framework of social demonstrations 
indicates that the rights of assembly and freedom of ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ȰÁÒÅ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÉÓ Á 
necessary condition for existence and functioning of a democratic society. A State may impose reasonable 
limitations on demonstrations in order to ensure their peaceful development or disperse those that become 
violent, provided that such limits are governed by the principles of legality, necessity, and proportionality. In 
addition, dispersing a demonstration must be justified in the duty of protection of people, and the safest and 
least harmful measures for protesters should be used. The use of force in public demonstrations must be 
exceptional and in strictly  necessary circumstances in accordance with  internationally  recognized ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȱ158. 

 
C. Legal Reforms 
125. The IACHR and its Office of the Special RapporÔÅÕÒ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ <đÅÚȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÉÍ 

government, during the so-ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȟ Á ȰÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÎÔÉÔÔÙ ÏÆ the 0ÒÏÓÅÃÕÔÏÒͻÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȱ ×ÁÓ 
created to arrest those who, according to their perception, would be encouraging subversion. To do this, the 
State would have used article 123 of the Criminal Code to criminalize protesters who demanded justice for the 
deaths that occurred in the massacres of Sacaba and Senkata and also against rural  and social movement leaders 
who complained about Morales's resignation and an alleged coup d'etat159. Also, after repealing Supreme Decree 
No. 4078, the Minister of Government, Arturo Murillo, used the term "hunt" several times to refer to the 
persecution of alleged subversive groups, describing the protesters as "narco-terrorists." According to public 
knowledge information, as a result, he announced the creation of an anti-terrorism  group160. 

126. In this regard, human rights defenders, staff of the Ombudsman's Office in La Paz and Cochabamba, and 
popular communicators have denounced attacks, threats, and intimidation161 by Police and Youth Resistance 
Cochala (RJC) groups. 

 
 

155 IACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. June 25, 2012. Joint Declaration on Crimes Against Freedom of 
Expression. 
156 Opinión. November 25, 2019. Periodista Figueroa: Me asusté tanto que tuve que pedir perdón. 
157United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression and Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. September 13, 2013. Joint declaration on 
violence against journalists and media workers in the context of protests. 
158 United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression and Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. September 13, 2013. Joint declaration on 
violence against journalists and media workers in the context of protests. 
159 Los Tiempos. November 17, 2019. GobieÒÎÏ ÃÒÅÁÒÜ ÕÎ ȰÁÐÁÒÁÔÏ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÄÅ ÌÁ &ÉÓÃÁÌþÁȱ ÐÁÒÁ ÄÅÔÅÎÅÒ Á ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÏÒÅÓ ÑÕÅ ÈÁÇÁÎ ÓÕÂÖÅÒÓÉĕÎ; 
HRW. November 19, 2019. Bolivia: Gobierno interino adopta medidas abusivas; Telesur. December 18, 2019. Bolivia: detenciones arbitrarias 
contra opositores a gobierno de facto. 
160 HRW. November 19, 2019. Bolivia: Gobierno interino adopta medidas abusivas; Telesur. December 18, 2019. Bolivia: detenciones 
arbitrarias contra opositores a gobierno de facto; Ȱ!ÎÄ ×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÁÎÙ ÄÏÕÂÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÍÐÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÁËÅ Á ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓȱ. Alex 
!ÎÆÒÕÎÓȭ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ !ÃÃÏÕÎÔȢ 6ÉÄÅÏ 4ÅÌÅÓÕÒȢ November 24, 20199. 5.53 A.M.; América Economía. December 3, 2019. Gobierno de Bolivia crea 
unidad especial para combatir actividades narcoterroristas. 
161 Los Tiempos. November 29, 2019. Cox presenta una denuncia penal contra personas que bloquean la Defensoría del Pueblo; Ȱ7Å ÁÓË ÔÈÅ 
@MindeGovernment @MinPresidencia to provide guarantees so that the @DPBoliviaOf continues with its activities and does not harm its work 
ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÖÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÌÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ ! ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÆÆȱȢ /ÍÂÕÄÓÍÁÎȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔȢ November 
7, 2019. 11.50 A.M.; La Razón. December 3, 2019. Murillo anuncia que los narcoterroristas 'están escapando del paísȭ. 
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127. )ÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÎÏÔÅ the detention of university students on November 21, within the framework of 
the funeral procession of the victims of the so-called Senkata massacre in La Paz, where the police made 
excessive use of force with the indiscriminate use of chemical agents and blows, to suppress the demonstration 
that carried the coffins of the victims. Among the several detainees was Alexandro Fernández, a student of the 
UMSA University Film and Audiovisual Production career. The incident happened while he was recording the 
march and was reprimanded by television reporters who handed him over to the Police162. The students would 
have been insulted, psychologically intimidated, and physically assaulted in detention, as well as threatened 
with being charged for sedition and terrorism. 

128. This Office has received information about death threats and harassment against popular 
communicators, independent journalists, and activists who were documenting and covering the police 
repression situation in the country since November 15163. 

129. On December 16, the correspondent of La Izquierda Diario of Argentina and Brazil, Carlos Cornejo, the 
plastic artist, Leonel Jurado, and the activist, Andrea Mamani were arrested when they placed posters for a 
Kermesse for the benefit of the wounded in Senkata. The arrest would have been carried out without  due process 
and they would have been harassed by the Police. Mamani was released a few hours later and Cornejo and Jurado 
were detained for more than 24 hours on charges of alleged sedition and instigation to commit crimes 164. 

130. On December 19, journalists from Los Tiempos and Opinión denounced attacks by the Cochala Youth 
Resistance (RJC) group, who would have threatened with  firearms anyone who filmed their  attacks against social 
activists and movements while on vigil  in the Cochabamba Departmental Assembly (ADC) that was preparing to 
elect its members. The RJC group would have surrounded those who participated in the vigil  and threw eggs and 
water at them, expressing, among other qualifications, "go bathe, smelly", and would have psychologically 
assaulted those present. Journalists denounced physical aggressions and threats of a sexual nature, such as: 
"That ass is mine", "we are going to rape you", "the motel is already paid", "we are going to put a stick in you", 
"we know where you live", "we are going to kill you"165. 

131. According to public information, on December 31, social network managers part of the Agency for 
Electronic Government and Information and Communication Technologies [Agencia de Gobierno Electrónico y 
Tecnologías de Información y ComunicaciónɎ ɉ!'%4)#Ɋ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ Ȱ,Á 2ÅÓÉÓÔÅÎÃÉÁ 2ÁÄÉÏȱȟ 
Orestes Sotomayor and Alejandra Salinas, were arrested and charged on charges of "improper  use of influences" 
and "sedition." At that time the Bolivian Police announced that it was carrying out a "cyber ÐÁÔÒÏÌȱ166. 

132. This Office has received complaints about the investigative decision proposed by Senator Oscar Ortiz 
regarding the the ATB and PAT television channels, the morning show La Razón, and the Gravetal and ProVida 
companies, by which he asked the State Attorney General's Office the configuration of a commission of 
prosecutors, claiming that these companies would be linked to former President Morales and former Vice 
President Álvaro García Linera167. 

133. On the other hand, on December 10, the interim Minister of Communication, Roxana Lizárraga, 
presented a bill  with  ambiguous and unclear articles on freedom of expression. This Office has noted that one of 
ÉÔÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ Ȱ×ÉÌÌ ÁÓÓÕÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
assignment and/or reallocation fÏÒ ȰÁÓÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÒÅÁÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÄÉÏÓ ÏÆ the original peoples - RPO's, within 
the framework of social inclusion to extend the right  of access to ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȱ168. Along these lines, the leader of 
the rural movement in the country, Roberto Rodolfo Machaca, informed that the 53 radios managed by native 
peoples and social organizations, would have suspended their newscasts until the interim government decided 

 
 
 
 

162 ANF. November 21, 2019. Arrestan a estudiante de Cine de la UMSA que registraba la marcha de vecinos de Senkata; Red Uno. November 
22, 2019. Joven arrestado por documentar la marcha de vecinos de Senkata; La Razón. November 21, 2019. Periodistas entregan a la Policía a 
un estudiante de Cine. 
163 Los Tiempos. December 2, 2019. Una persona porta un arma presuntamente de fuego durante la salida de Pumari de la UMSS; Opinión. 
December 20, 2019. Intimidan con arma a periodista durante vigilia por vocalías al TED; Chaski Clandestina. December 20, 2019. De vigilias, 
agresiones y amenazas: Las calles de Cochabamba durante la elección de vocales departamentales. 
164 La Izquierda Diario. December 17, 2019. Bolivia: corresponsal de La Izquierda Diario y artista de El Alto son acusados de sedición sin 
pruebas; Página Siete. December 16, 2019. Jóvenes que colocaban afiches recordando hechos de Senkata, fueron aprehendidos. 
165 Los Tiempos. December 19, 2019. Varios periodistas son víctimas de agresiones; Opinión. December 19, 2019. Intimidan con arma a 
periodista durante vigilia por vocalías al TED; ChaskiClandestina. December 20, 2019. De vigilias, agresiones y amenazas: Las calles de 
Cochabamba durante la elección de vocales departamentales. 
166 La Izquierda Diario. January 1, 2020. $ÅÔÉÅÎÅÎ Á ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÎÔÅÓ ÄÅÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÁ ÄÅ ÒÁÄÉÏ Ù ÌÁ ÒÅÄ ÄÅ ÐÒÅÎÓÁ ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌ Ȱ,Á 2ÅÓÉÓÔÅÎÃÉÁ "ÏÌÉÖÉÁȱ; El 
Deber. January 1, 2020.%ÎÖþÁÎ Á ÌÁ ÃÜÒÃÅÌ Á ȬÇÕÅÒÒÅÒÏ ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌȭ Ù !ÇÅÔÉÃ ÅÎÃÁÒÁ ÁÕÄÉÔÏÒþÁÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÓ; Los Tiempos. January 3, 2020. Detención de 
funcionarios de Agetic abre auditorías a contratos en redes. 
167 Opinión. December 15, 2019. Ortiz abre investigación sobre tres medios de comunicación; La Razón. December 14, 2019. Denuncian 
conglomerado de empresas vinculadas a Morales; afirman que hay orden de apremio contra ejecutivo de ATB. 
168 ANF. December 10, 2019. Gobierno presenta proyecto de ley para "recuperar" la libertad de expresión en Bolivia; Prensa Latina. December 
14, 2019. Cuestionan proyectos para cerrar radios comunitarias en Bolivia; Jubileo. December 18, 2019. FCINA: Denunciamos intento de 
régimen golpista de acallar a radios comunitarias indígenas en Bolivia. La Razón. December 17, 2019. Las 53 radios comunitarias suspenden 
informativos. 
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their future. The executive of the Central Obrera Boliviana (COB), Juan Carlos Huarachi, expressed his concern 
in this regard and stressed that these radios inform sectoral and regional issues169. 

134. Principle 13 of the Declaration of Principles states that ȰÔÈÅ exercise of power and the use of public funds 
by the state, the granting of customs duty privileges, the arbitrary and discriminatory placement of official 
advertising and government loans; the concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among others, 
with  the intent to put pressure on and punish or reward and provide privileges to social communicators and 
communications media because of the opinions they express threaten freedom of expression, and must be 
explicitly  prohibited  by law. The means of communication have the right  to carry out their  role in an independent 
manner. Direct or indirect pressures exerted upon journalists or other social communicators to stifle the 
dissemination of information are incompatible with freedom of ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱȢ 

135. The /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 2ÁÐÐÏÒÔÅÕÒ ÈÁÓ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÌÁ× ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÏÆ 
participants in a demonstration constitutes a serious restriction and with serious consequences for freedom of 
expression, and the rights of assembly, association, and political  participation  that ɍȣ ] can only be used in a very 
exceptional way and is subject to a higher level of ÓÃÒÕÔÉÎÙȱ170. 

136. )Ô ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÏÒ 
who lead them, not only has an impact on the right  to freedom of expression and assembly, but also serious and 
systemic effects on the exercise of the rights of freedom of association and political participation. In particular, 
criminalization generates a series of impacts on the free functioning and articulation of organizations, political 
parties, unions, networks, movements, or other groups to which the accused persons ÂÅÌÏÎÇȱ171. 

 
D. Prior censorship, direct or  indirect  
137. This Office has received complaints about pressures that newspaper staff in Bolivia would have received 

to condition certain coverage in favor of regional civic groups claiming that their editorial line is in "defense of 
democracy and a peaceful transition."  The communicators asked to keep their  names in reserve to protect their 
sources, which would be threatened172. 

138. According to publicly available information, the Vice Minister of Communication of former President 
Evo Morales, Leyla Medinacelli, would have communicated via telephone call with an editor of the newspaper 
El Deber to "ask for a headline." The call came after the TSE announced the results of the 95% quick count, which 
would have suggested that there would be no second round in Bolivia. As reported by the same newspaper, 
among the allegations made by the former minister to change the ÈÅÁÄÌÉÎÅȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄȡ ȰÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
headline that spoke of a 'second round', had caused people to mobilize in the streets, thus she ×ÁÓ ȬÁÓËÉÎÇȭ ÆÏÒ 
ͼÁ ÈÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ȬÄÅÍÏÂÉÌÉÚÅÓȭ sectors"173. 

139. On November 14, journalist and political analyst Carlos Valverde denounced intimidation by members 
of the Civic Committee of Santa Cruz, who allegedly would defend the interests of their  President, Luis Fernando 
Camacho. Valverde said they would seek to intimidate him because of his criticism of the transitional 
government and his complaints against Camacho174. 

140. On November 21, the Telesur television network denounced the blocking of its signal and on November 
27, the same would happen with the Russian channel, Actualidad RT. These restrictions were made by private 
companies, such as Cotas, and also by the state company Entel. The above, presumably without any 
justification 175. 

141. On December 3, it was informed that the cartoonist of the newspaper La Razón, Alejandro Salazar, 
informed the directive of the media that given the harassment and intimidation of which he was being a victim, 
he had decided to stop publishing his cartoons, arguing that he did not have the conditions to continue doing his 
job176. 

142. The Office of the Special Rapporteur reminds that Article 13.2 of the American Convention explicitly 
states that the exercise of freedom of expression cannot be subject to prior  censorship. Additionally, principle  5 
of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÅÎÓÈÒÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÐɎÒÉÏÒ ÃÅÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ 
interference in or pressure exerted upon any expression, opinion, or information transmitted through any 
means of oral, written,  artistic, visual, or electronic communication must be prohibi ted by law. Restrictions to 

 
 

169 Proyecto Decreto Supremo S//N. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.La Razón. 17 
de Diciembre de 2019. Las 53 radios comunitarias suspenden informativos. 
170IACHR. Protest and Human Rights. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.  CIDH/RELE/INF.22/19. September 2019. Para. 185. 
171IACHR. Protest and Human Rights. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.  CIDH/RELE/INF.22/19. September 2019. Para. 193. 
172 IACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available in: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 
173 El Deber. October 25, 2019. Viceministra pide un titular de portada en EL DEBER. 
174 Carlos Valverde en la Red/Youtube. November 14, 2019. Carlos Valverde en la red/1 14 de noviembre de 2019. 
175 Telesur. November 21, 2019. Cablera estatal Entel de Bolivia saca del aire a teleSUR; RT. November 27, 2019. El operador Cotas anuncia 
el cese de la emisión de RT en Español en BoliviaȠ ȰFrom La Paz, Honor Court of the Federation of press workers, denounces silencing the 
@tÅÌÅ352ÔÖ ÓÉÇÎÁÌȢ 2ÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȟ ×Å ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅȱȢ 0ÁÔÒÉÃÉÁ 6ÉÌÌÅÇÁÓȭÓ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔȢ November 22, 2019. 7:28 P.M.; Prensa Latina. 
November 30, 2019. Bolivia: después del golpe, el cerco mediático.. 
176 La Razón. December 3, 2019. Al-Azar; Los Tiempos. December 3, 2019. Al-Azar deja de publicar caricaturas en La Razón tras sufrir asedio. 
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the free circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of information and the imposition 
ÏÆ ÏÂÓÔÁÃÌÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÆÌÏ× ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱȢ 

 
E. Deliberated misinformation  campaigns 
143. On the other hand, according to information provided to the IACHR, during the post-electoral political 

crisis in Bolivia, different violations of freedom of expression would have been identified through the 
dissemination of deliberate misinformation both during the national elections and after. Among them, the 
Bolivian Information  Agency (ABI) would have disseminated photographs of armed groups and "paramilitaries" 
of Venezuela, to show the conflict and clashes in Bolivia177. 

144. According to information received by this Office, fake Twitter accounts would have been used to 
position different political agendas, as well as on the statement of a Spanish researcher who published a report 
on the use of bots in support of the civic leader Luis Fernando Camacho and to the interim  government of Añez. 
According to what he denounced, in different media, there would be around 68 thousand accounts created, 
which would have shared 14 hashtags such as: #BoliviaLibreyDemocratica, #NoHayGolpeEnBolivia, 
#EvoEsFraude, #BoliviaUnida, among others178. 

145. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that Article 13.2 of the American Convention provides for 
the possibility of establishing restrictions on freedom of thought and expression through the application of 
subsequent liabilities for the abusive exercise of this right. In this sense, although whoever spreads the false 
information knowing that  it is false and causes damage may be subject to reprimand, it should preferably be 
through the exercise of the right  of rectification or response or, in the event that the damage was serious, through 
civil  liability  remedies provided. Likewise, the Inter -American Court has indicated that Criminal Law is the most 
restrictive and severe means of establishing responsibilities regarding an unlawful conduct. 

 
F. Internet and freedom of  expression  
146. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has received complaints about violations of freedom of expression 

through the use of technologies during the post-electoral political crisis in Bolivia. According to the Bolivia 
Internet  Foundation, 19 incidents of temporary restriction  and blocking of media pages on Facebook and Twitter 
would have been identified. In addition, cases of Internet and calls outages by the state company Entel were 
reported after the Senkata massacres, among others179. 

 
G. Acces to information  
147. Finally, journalists, relatives of victims, and wounded individuals have denounced the lack of access to 

public information during the transition of governments. In this regard, it was informed that the relatives of 
those injured in the Sacaba massacre would have been denied information at the Viedma Hospital in 
Cochabamba. In this line, it should be noted that the Official Gazette has stopped uploading the draft bills and 
decrees since November 14, making access to information on issues of public interest difficult 180. 

148. Principle 4 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the IACHR establishes that 
ȰÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÅÌÄ ÂÙ the state is a fundamental right of every individual. States have the obligation to 
guarantee the full  exercise of this right. This principle  allows only exceptional limitations  that must be previously 
established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in democratic 
ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȱȢ Taking into account the principle of maximum disclosure, the law should guarantee the most effective 
and widest possible access to public information, and exceptions should not become the general rule in practice. 
In addition, the exceptions regime must be interpreted restrictively, and any doubt must be resolved by 
transparency and access. 

 
H. Progress 
149. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has welcomed the enactment, on July 8, by former President 

Morales, of Law No. 1197, which would abolish the obligation of the media to disseminate, free of charge, the 
content of laws, as well as electoral propaganda in the country. In addition, it established that the free 
dissemination of informational, educational, preventive, and social content that is defined by the State should 
be a voluntary activity  by the media, without  any obligation. In this way, the norm would adhere to the 

 

 
177 ANF. November 6, 2019. Patria Nueva y ABI publican fotos de Venezuela como si fueran del conflicto en Bolivia. 
178 Investigation by Julián Macías Tovar. November 22, 2019. Golpe de Estado en RRSS. El Diario. November 21, 2019. Una campaña 
coordinada con miles de nuevas cuentas de Twitter  y bulos contra Morales lava la imagen internacional del golpe en Bolivia. El Desconcierto. 
November 21, 2019. Uso de bots en redes sociales une las campañas comunicacionales de la derecha en Bolivia y Brasil. 
179 IACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Reports. Available in: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur 
for Freedom of Expression. Fundación Internet Bolivia. November, 2019. Documento de denuncias de abusos y violaciones de Derechos 
Humanos a través del uso de tecnologías durante la crisis política en Bolivia, octubre-noviembre 2019. 
180 Chaskiclandestina. November 21, 2019. Niegan información a familiares de heridos. IACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom 
of Expression. Reports. Available in: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 



68  

international standards on freedom of expression recommended to the State of Bolivia by the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur of the IACHR181, on several occasions. 

 
I. Attacks  
150. From January to October 2019, in Bolivia the tendency of the last years was maintained, which showed 

that the majority of attacks on the press came from the State. On May 20, the journalist of El Deber, Guider 
Arancibia denounced intimidation by the Minister of Government, Carlos Romero, in the framework of the 
investigation of the case involving the former police chief, Gonzalo Medina and other former senior police 
officers with the alleged drug trafficker Pedro Montenegro Paz. After the reporting this government 
intimidation, the Ministry of Government attacked El Deber and asked the Prosecutor's Office to investigate the 
journalists of that newspaper for alleged links with Montenegro Paz182. 

151. A report prepared for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) by civil society organizations, released in 
May, documented 92 cases of attacks on freedom of expression in the country during 2018, and noted that 66% 
of such attacks would be "endorsed" by the State183. 

152. According to publicly available information, the journalist of the ATB channel, Johana Tapia, was 
attacked on April 30 when she made a journalistic coverage of conflicts in the population of Tiquipaya between 
two neighborhood factions. A neighbor would have attacked Tapia with a stone and the alleged aggressor was 
arrested and brought before the Special Crime Fight Force (FELCC) of Tiquipaya, where he made his declaration 
and was later released184. 

153. On May 12, the Technical Director of the Oriente Petrolero football club, Mauricio Soria, verbally 
assaulted a Sport Tv Rights television team and disconnected the cable from one of the cameras authorized to 
broadcast live the game in a tournament of the first division of Bolivian football, which his team lost185. 

154. On May 18, the editor of the Extra newspaper, Yolanda Limpias, denounced an unjustified aggression 
and retention on the orders of the prosecutor José Fernando Riojas, during the coverage of the judicial process 
against police chiefs accused of being accomplices of Pedro Montenegro Paz, prosecuted for laundering of illicit 
profits and drug trafficking. On May 21, representatives of the Departmental Prosecutor's Office of Santa Cruz 
met with journali sts covering the topic and members of the Cruceña Press Federation to discuss the incident 
and apologize to the journalist 186. 

155. On June 20, Radio San Miguel denounced that due to its journalistic  and defense work  in the less favored 
sectors of the Amazon region of Bolivia, it would be threatened by government authorities, especially after 
reporting irregular  events in the voter registration in the municipalities of Beni and Pando187. 

156. On June 28, the director  of the private television network ATB-Cochabamba, Angélica Lazarte, requested 
protection to carry out journalistic work and denounced threats and intimidation from the national head of the 
Special Force for the Fight against Drug Trafficking (FELCN) , Maximiliano Dávila, against the ATB Network for 
an alleged interest in distorting investigations against a businessman in Cochabamba188. 

157. On July 15, the journalist of the newspaper La Razón, Guadalupe Tapia was attacked by public 
transportation drivers in La Paz while she was covering a protest. Tapia made the video recording of the 
aggressions that municipal guards endured after immobilizing protesters' vehicles due to the use of 
unauthorized spaces189. 

158. On September 4, the Vice Minister of Internal Affairs, José Luis Quiroga, anticipated that the policeman 
who filmed the governor of Oruro, Víctor Hugo Vásquez, while intoxicated, would be subjected to a disciplinary 
process, for violating the internal  regulations of the institution.  Vásquez was filmed by a police officer on August 

 
 

181 Asamblea Legislativa. Ley Nº 1197. July 8, 2019; Página Siete. July 8, 2019. Evo promulga la ley 1197 y pide a dueños de los medios ser más 
responsables con la verdad; Opinión. June 12, 2019. Senado sanciona ley para suprimir difusión gratuita de normas y propaganda electoral; 
Correo del Sur. June 7, 2019. Aprueban ley que suprime publicidad gratuita  en leyes; Los Tiempos. June 9, 2019. Evo promulga ley que elimina 
la propaganda gratuita para medios. 
182Los Tiempos. 20 de Mayo de 2019. Periodista denuncia amedrentamiento de Romero por investigar caso "narcopolicías".ANF. 20 de Mayo 
de 2019.Gobierno arremete contra periodistas de El Deber, pide investigación por nexos con Montenegro. El Deber. 20 de Mayo de 2019. 
Denuncian amedrentamiento y exigen respeto a la prensa. 
183 Página Siete. May 22, 2019. Informe: 66% de agresiones a la prensa provienen del Estado; El Día. May 20, 2019. ANP registra 631 agresiones 
a la prensa. 
184 Opinión. May 2, 2019. Periodista de ATB está grave y agresor es liberado; ATB Digital/YouTube. May 1, 2019. La periodista de ATB, Joana 
Tapia, pide justicia por la agresión que sufrió en Tiquipaya. 
185 El Deber. May 14, 2019. Mauricio Soria se desquitó con un camarógrafo tras la derrota de Oriente; Los Tiempos. May 13, 2019. Mauricio 
Soria se molesta con un camarógrafo tras la derrota de Oriente. 
186 El Diario. May 22, 2019. Fiscal Riojas agrede y retiene a periodista; La Razón. May 22, 2019. Fiscalía pide disculpas y considera resuelto el 
ȬÉÍÐÁÓÓÅȭ ÃÏÎ ÐÅÒÉÏÄÉÓÔÁ ÄÅ %ØÔÒÁ. 
187 El Potosí. June 21, 2019. ANP y APLP rechazan las amenazas en contra de Radio San Miguel; Brújula Digital. June 20, 2019. Radio San Miguel 
de Riberalta denuncia amenaza del 'ÏÂÉÅÒÎÏ Á ÓÕ ȰÌÁÂÏÒ ÐÅÒÉÏÄþÓÔÉÃÁȱ. 
188 ANP. June 28, 2019. Canal de Tv pide garantías para el trabajo periodístico; Los Tiempos. June 28, 2019. Canal de televisión pide garantías 
para el trabajo periodístico. 
189 La Razón. July 15, 2019. Choferes agreden a guardias municipales y a una periodista de La Razón; Urgente. July 15, 2019. La intolerancia 
marca la media jornada de protesta de los choferes. 
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24 in the city of Tarija, from the images the governor seemed to be in a drunken state, in an official vehicle that 
was driven by a chauffeur190. 

159. On August 1, the journalist of the newspaper El Deber, Marco Chuquimia, reported having been 
threatened with a beating and intimidated by coca leaf growers related to the MAS official party, while carrying 
out journalistic coverage on a vigil started by the farmers191. 

160. Principle 9 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the IACHR states that "[t]he 
murder, kidnapping, intimidation  of and/or  threats to social communicators, as well as the material destruction 
of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict freedom of 
expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their perpetrators 
and to ensure that victims receive due compensation." 

J. Stigmatizing  statements  

161. According to information received by this Office, on January 3, at the inauguration of the judicial year, 
the president of the Supreme Court of Justice (TSJ), justice Antonio Revilla, accused journalists and media of 
misrepresenting and manipulating the information  to do activism on certain projects. Civil society organizations 
denounced the fact, but the highest justice maintained his position and indicated that he would not apologize to 
journalists for exercising his right to freedom of expression192. 

162. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that public officials have a duty to ensure that with their 
statements they are not damaging the rights of those who contribute to public deliberation through the 
expression and dissemination of their  thoughts, such as journalists, the media, and human rights organizations, 
and must pay attention to the context in which they express themselves to ensure that their expressions do not 
ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔȟ ȰÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÒ ÈÁÒÍÆul pressure on the rights 
of those who intend to contribute to public deliberation through the expression and diffusion of their 
ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȱȢ193 

 
K. Subsequent Liabilities  

163. On January 3, Empresa Nacional de Telecomunicaciones SA (Entel) announced that it would initiate a 
criminal proceeding against the director of Brújula Digital, journalist Raúl Peñaranda, for the publication of a 
note on the hiring  of security companies by the telephone company. On December 21, 2018, the media reported 
that Entel is bidding to make purchases and installation of equipment with  security companies without  requiring 
them to be legally recognized or have an operating license, as established by the law. Through a statement, the 
state company said the complaints would arise from the alleged lies and damage to the image of the company, 
not to mention the falsehood incurred in by the journalist. In response, civil society organizations rejected said 
statement and noted to the directors of the company, that the Printing Law is in full force in Bolivia, which 
establishes that alleged crimes committed by journalists are to be prosecuted by a special court, and not through 
the ordinary criminal  instance194. 

164. On April 17, the mayor of Bermejo, Delfor Burgos (MAS), publicly threatened to initiate a criminal 
proceeding against the journalist of Radio Bermejo, Gonzalo Rodríguez, for having revealed to the population a 
case of corruption for which he was formally charged and prosecuted. Mayor Burgos warned the ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ ȰÔÏ 
ÂÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌȱ195. 

165. According to public information, the head of news at Radio San Miguel in the town of Riberalta (Beni), 
Carmen Ruelas, was sued by the senator of the ruling party, Argene Simoni, for the alleged crime of "political 
harassment" after the dissemination of complaints on the allocation of municipal advertising to officials of an 
audiovisual media that transmits from the house of said legislator196. 

166. On June 6, organizations of local and national press workers denounced that journalists Humberto 
Vacaflor and Douglas Romay would have been harassed and intimidated by public officials of the MAS party, 
who threatened them with criminal trials without taking into account the Printing Law in force in the country. 
Likewise, the National Press Association (ANP) of Bolivia questioned that judge Rubén Alavia started criminal  

 
190 ANF. September 6, 2019. Viceministro afirma que amerita sanción disciplinaria al policía que filmó a Vásquez; Los Tiempos. September 6, 
2019. Viceministro considera que amerita sanción disciplinaria para policía que filmó al gobernador de Oruro en estado de ebriedad. 
191 ANP. August 1, 2019. Cultivadores de hoja de coca amenazan a periodista; El Deber. No date. Periodista de EL DEBER es agredido por 
cocaleros en el hospital de Adepoca. 
192 ANP. January 3, 2019. Presidente del Tribunal Supremo de Justicia acusa a la prensa de manipular y tergiversar; Urgente. January 3, 2019. 
El Presidente de la Suprema dice que no se disculpará y que criticó a la mala prensa. 
193 I/A Court H. R. Case Ríos et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of January 28, 2009. Serie C 
No. 194. Para. 139. 
194 Brújula Digital. January 5, 2019. ENTEL anuncia proceso penal contra periodista Raúl Peñaranda, director de Brújula Digital ; ANP. January 
15, 2019. Exigen cese de juicio penal a periodista; Los Tiempos. January 3, 2019. Entel anuncia proceso contra el periodista Raúl Peñaranda 
por nota de prensa. 
195 El País. April 18, 2019. Delfor Burgos amenaza procesar a periodista que reveló su acusación penal; ANP. April 20, 2019. ANP rechaza 
amenazas contra periodista. 
196 ANP. June 27, 2019 Senadora oficialista demanda a jefa de noticias; Los Tiempos. June 22, 2019. Senadora que acusa a radio tiene el 
patrimonio más alto. 
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proceedings against Romay for the alleged crimes of insult and slander against a Facebook user, when the 
Printing Law establishes that these facts are not to be prosecuted through the ordinary  criminal  instance, rather 
by a special court197. 

167. The Inter -American Court has established, as regards the possible civil liability, that civil sentences 
regarding freedom of expression must be strictly proportioned so as not to cause a chilling effect on this 
freedom, since ȰÔÈÅ fear of a civil  sanction, given the demand [...] of an extremely high civil  reparation, can clearly 
be as or more intimidating and inhibiting for the exercise of freedom of expression as a criminal sanction, as 
long as it has the potential to compromise the personal and family life of who denounces a public official, with 
the obvious and disvaluable result of self-censorship, both for the affected individual and for other potential 
ÃÒÉÔÉÃÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ Á ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔȱ198. 

 
L. Source Confidentiality  

168. According to public information, the former general commander of the Police in Bolivia, Rómulo 
Delgado, demanded that the newspaper Los Tiempos disclose the source that delivered a recording that, after 
being disseminated in the media, resulted in the opening of an investigation to senior police officers for their 
alleged link to drug trafficking. Delgado's request would violate article 8 of the country's Printing Law, which 
states that " secrecy regarding printing is ÉÎÖÉÏÌÁÂÌÅȱ199. 

169. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that principle 8 of the Declaration of Principles establishes 
ÔÈÁÔ ȰÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÏÒ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÈÉÓȾÈÅÒ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÎÏÔÅÓȟ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÒÃÈÉÖÅÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌȢȱ ,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ρσȢσ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁn Convention 
ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÓ ÏÒ ÍÅÁÎÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÕÓÅ 
of government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in the 
dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the communication and circulation of 
ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓȢȱȢ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ υ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2 ÓÔÁÔÅÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ ȰÐÒÉÏÒ ÃÅÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÏÒ pressure exerted upon any expression, opinion or 
information transmitted through any means of oral, written, artistic, visual or electronic communication must 
be prohibited  by law. Restrictions to the free circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as the arbitrary  imposition 
of information and the imposition of obstacles to the free flow of information violate the right to freedom of 
ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 

 
M. Censorship of journalistic material / Prior or indirect  censorship  

170. On May 1, journalist Juan Pablo Guzmán left BolivisiónͻÓ Ȱ(ÏÒÁ ςσȱ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ Á 
year and a half, denouncing government pressures in the journalistic  exercise. Gúzman with  16 years in national 
journalism published a letter arguing that the informative agenda of some media in the country would be 
conditioned to give preference to the declarations of official authorities and not to journalistic equity, or the 
relevance of the information 200. 

171. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that Article 13.2 of the American Convention states that the 
exercise of freedom of expression cannot be subject to prior censorship. In the same sense, Principle 5 of the 
Declaration of Principles provides that, ȰɍÐɎÒÉÏÒ censorship, direct or indirect  interference in or pressure exerted 
upon any expression, opinion or information transmitted through any means of oral, written, artistic, visual or 
electronic communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictions to the free circulation of ideas and opinions, 
as well  as the arbitrary  imposition of information  and the imposition of obstacles to the free flow of information 
violate the right to freedom of ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 

 
N. Diversity and pluralism / Media concentration / Community  broadcasting  

172. On May 1, journalist  Erwin Valda announced the suspension of his program Ȱ0ÁÒÅÓ ÏÐÕÅÓÔÏÓȱ which was 
broadcasted by Imperial Radio Tv, and attributed the decision to the pressures of the Municipal Government of 
Potosí, who he accused of conditioning advertising allocation to the media in exchange for an editorial line 
without  criticism 201. 

 
 

197 Hoy Bolivia. June 6, 2019. Periodistas denuncian amedrentamiento; Página Siete. June 5, 2019. ANPB rechaza decisión de un juez de iniciar 
juicio penal a periodista. 
198 I/A Court H. R. Case of Tristán Donoso v. Panama. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations, and Costs. Judgment of January 27, 2009. 
Serie C No. 193, Para.129 
199 Los Tiempos. May 3, 2019. Delgado exige que Los Tiempos revele fuente del audio; ANP. May 3, 2019. ANP rechaza exigencia de vulnerar el 
secreto de imprenta; El Deber. May 3, 2019. Excomandante Delgado exige a Los Tiempos revelar su fuente que filtró audio. 
200 Página Siete. 1 de mayo de 2019. Juan Pablo Guzmán deja Bolivisión y denuncia que al oficialismo hay que ȰÄÅÊÁÒ ÈÁÂÌÁÒȱ. ANF. 2 de Mayo 
de 2019. El periodista Guzmán deja Bolivisión y denuncia presiones del Gobierno. 
201 Ȱ@Erwin Valda is a journalist leaving Imperial radio station in Potosí due to government pressure. He denounced that due to his critical 
position to the administration of Mayor William Cervantes, the media does not receive political publicity. Read Valda's stateÍÅÎÔȱ. !.&ȭÓ 
Facebook account. May 2, 2019. Infobae. May 3, 2019. La guerra de Evo Morales contra la prensa: periodistas dejan su trabajo por presiones 
del Gobierno. 
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173. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that, in accordance with Article 13.3 of the American 
Convention, the right  to freedom of expression ȰÍÁÙ not be restricted by indirect  methods or means, such as the 
abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in 
the dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the communication and circulation 
ÏÆ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓȱȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒ- 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ρσ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ of power and the use of 
public funds by the state, the granting of customs duty privileges, the arbitrary  and discriminatory  placement of 
official advertising and government loans; the concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among 
others, with  the intent  to put pressure on and punish or reward and provide privileges to social communicators 
and the media because of the opinions they express threaten freedom of expression, and must be explicitly 
prohibited by law". 

 
O. Freedom of Expression in Electoral  Context  

174. In electoral processes, freedom of expression acquires a particular  relevance, since in order for citizens 
to make a free and rational decision to choose between the different proposals of government, political parties, 
and candidates, it  is essential they have as much information  as possible, as well as with  the freest circulation of 
ideas and opinions possible. 

175. This Office has identified that, during the electoral process in Bolivia, there was not an existence of 
systematic episodes of direct prior censorship, notwithstanding the worrying the ban on the dissemination of 
the UMSA-Jubilee survey202. There was plurality of media both in the written press and in audiovisual services 
with diverse editorial and information lines. There was also legal recognition in the field of audiovisual 
communication services of the different sectors and methods of communication, existing in this sense state 
media, private commercial media, social community media, and rural  indigenous ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ media. The EOM/OAS 
Mission indicated that it  would have confirmed the existence of independent or opposition media to government 
policies. In the same way, the circulation of ideas and information was generally free, highlighting that, in the 
mainstream media, whether in the written press or on radio or television, there is room for dissenting and 
oppositional voices to the government, informing without limits on the performance of acts of protest and 
opinions contrary to the management of the authorities. Also, it  should be noted as positive measures to promote 
freedom of information  in the electoral process and equal opportunities  in media access, the norm that regulates 
ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ 0ÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅ advertising. 

176. Likewise, different media outlets reported problems in obtaining press permits and safe conduct to pass 
freely during election day203. 

177. However, the EOM/OAS has observed certain problematic issues in the exercise of freedom of 
expression that are not new in the country but could have influenced the electoral process because they are 
potentially restrictive of the free movement of ideas, opinions, and information.  

178. Among them are repeated threats and pressures on journalists and the media by government 
authorities, as well as stigmatizing statements. The repression of peaceful demonstrations and acts of protest. 
The absence of a clear legal framework that establishes objective criteria and equal opportunities in the 
distribution of government advertising. The abusive use by public authorities of advertising on government 
works, thereby conditioning the editorial and informative independence of the media. Difficulties in accessing 
public information caused by the lack of a legal norm that guarantees this right. 

179. From the analysis on the state of the situation of freedom of expression and information in Bolivia 
carried out in the days prior to the electoral act, as well as the reception of opinions from actors linked to the 
government as well as to the opposition, as well as others that were independent from especially from the media 
and social organizations, the EOM / OAS concluded that these factors have influenced the electoral process by 
promoting a climate of disruption that inhibits the free movement of ideas and opinions as well as the right to 
seek, receive, and provide information. Factors that have the risk of altering the free decision of each citizen204. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

202 OAS. Report by the EOM. Available at: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. 
203 ANF. 19 de Obctubre de 2019. ANP reporta problemas que tuvieron 3 medios en obtener permisos de circulación en elecciones. 
204 OAS. Report by the EOM. Preliminary Report of the Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia. 
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7. BRAZIL 
180. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has documented during 2019 a context of hostility toward the 

exercise of journalism and the free functioning of the media in Brazil. Repeat statements by high authorities 
aimed at smearing journalists and the media undermine the role of the press. In a context of polarization of the 
media scene and the narrative in social networks, a stigmatizing discourse is reproduced towards media outlets 
and communicators who have disseminated information on his administration, accusing them of taking an 
oppositional role or of political bias. The statements and attacks against the press are particularly serious 
because they can heighten the risk of threats and violence against these professionals and impact the 
ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÔÒÕÓÔ ÉÎ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ democracy. 

181. The Office of the Special Rapporteur also observes a variety of situations of threats against journalists 
in response to their work, and some of these episodes have involved the participation of individuals who say 
they are aligned with  the government. Likewise, two murders and acts of violence against journalists for reasons 
presumably linked to their work have been documented. Also, the excessive use of force by the police in the 
context of demonstrations and protests persists in Brazil. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has taken note of 
acts of censorship, especially regarding artistic expression and productions on sexual identity, orientation, and 
diversity. 

 
A. Progress 

182. In December 2018, the Cartilla Aristeu Guida da Silva International Standards for the Protection of the 
Human Rights of Journalists and Other Communicators were presented during the Third National Meeting of 
Technical Teams of the Program to Protect Human Rights Defenders, Communicators, and Environmentalists, 
in compliance with one of the IACHR's recommendations in the framework of the case of the May 1995 murder 
of journalist Aristeu Guida da Silva in the city of São Fidélis, Río de Janeiro. The document was published by the 
Ministry of Human Rights in place at the time. Despite this important step forward, the Office of the Special 
Repertory takes note that according to the Inter -American Press Association (IAPA), this document has not been 
adequately disseminated among journalists and communicators subsequent to its publication.205 

183. On May 8, the 12th Criminal Court of Justice of the State of São Paulo [Tribunal de Justiça de São Paulo] 
(TJSP) rejected an appeal seeking review of the acquittal of journalists Tatiana Merlino, Debora Prado, and Pedro 
Pomar in a process brought against them by the former secretary of health of São Paulo, Giovanni Guido Cerri, 
for the crime of defamation. According to the information  available, the former secretary had brought the action 
over an article published in the magazine Associação dos Docentes da USP (Adusp), where Pedro Pomar is the 
editor, in May 2013. The article was bylined by Merlino and Prado. According to reports, the article described a 
situation in which the former secretary was involved that constituted a conflict of interest. The journalists have 
also been sued civilly  by the former secretary, but that suit was rejected by the lower court and on appeal.206 

184. On June 20, in response to a special appeal filed by the defense of photographer Alexandre Wagnerɂ 
whose left eye was injured by the military  police while he was covering a demonstration in 2000 in São Pauloɂ 
Supreme Federal Court Magistrate Marco Aurelio Mello recognized the general repercussion of the case, 
meaning that the decision in this trial will serve as a precedent for the cases currently pending on journalists 
injured during demonstrations and social protests. The Magistrate stated that "this is an issue that requires a 
ruling  by the Supreme Court. It  must be determined whether a case seeking redress of damages violates the right 
to exercise the profession of reporter  in which the victim was found guilty solely ɍȣɎ for covering a clash between 
the police and demonstrators [and] was struck by a rubber bullet fired by soldiers, resulting in permanent loss 
of ÓÉÇÈÔȢȱ207 

185. On July 25, Decree 9,937 was issued establishing the Program for the Protection of Human Rights 
Defenders, Social Communicators, and Environmentalists and revoking Decree 8,724 of April 27, 2016, 
establishing the program for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders and Its Deliberative Council208. 
!ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÄÅÃÒÅÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȭÓ $ÅÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÉÖÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ 7ÏÍÅÎȟ 
&ÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÁÎÄ (ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȭÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙȟ ÉÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ςπρψȟ ÁÎÄ 
indivi duals seeking protection under it no longer had to prove their activities had a human rights impact.209 On 

 

205 Inter American Press Association (IAPA). Impunity Brazil. 75th General Assembly. October 4 - 7. October 7, 2019; Inter American Press 
Association (IAPA). December 21, 2018. IAPA pleased at document in Brazil on international standards for protection of journalists; 
Ministerio dos Direitos Humanos. Cartilha Aristeu Guida da Silva - Padrões Internacionais de Proteção deDireitos Humanos de Jornalistas e 
deOutros Comunicadores e Comunicadoras. 2018. Available at: 
https://media.sipiapa.org/adjuntos/185/documentos/001/825/0001825035.pdf  
206 Artigo 19. May 9, 2019. TJSP nega recurso e mantém absolvição de jornalistas em ação criminal.. 
207 Supremo Tribunal Federal (STF). Plenário. Repercussão Geral no Recurso Extraordinário 1.209.429 São Paulo. June 20, 2019; Artigo 19. 
11 de julio. Comunicadores feridos em manifestações: direitos e violações em jogo nas decisões dos casos de Sérgio Silva e Alex Silveira. 
208 Presidencia da República. Secretaría General. Decreto N° 9.937. July, 24 2019. 
209 Portal Comunique-se. August 5, 2019. Comunicadores e ambientalistas entram para programa de proteção do governo; Gazeta do Povo. 
July 25, 2019. Bolsonaro cria programa de proteção a defensores de direitos humanos; Diário Oficial da União. Decreto No. 9.937. July 24, 
2019. 
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this point, this Office of the Special Rapporteur praises the Brazilian State for having included social 
communicators as a group protected specifically under the Protection Program and reminds the State that this 
mechanism must meet the needs of journalists and be broadly disseminated among media workers in order to 
provide those facing risk over their journalism activities with effective guarantees. 

186. According to publicly available information, one of the individuals involved in the murder of radio host 
Jefferson Pureza on January 17, 2018, in the city of Edeia, Goiás, was convicted on October 4. According to 
reports, Leandro Cintra da Silva was sentenced to 14 years in prison for the crimes of corrupting minors and 
murder. Cintra da Silva was the owner of the space where the radio ÈÏÓÔȭÓ murder was allegedly negotiated. Also, 
one of the perpetrators used his cell phone to coordinate the murder with  other individuals. Regarding the trials 
of the mastermind, a city council member, and the individual who introduced the perpetrators to the council 
member, they have not yet been scheduled but could take place in December 2019.210 

 
B. Murders  

187. This year, the Office of the Special Rapporteur documented the murder of two journalists in Brazil. 
According to publicly-available information, journalist Romário Barros was murdered on June 18, shot three 
times as he was driving  his car in the city of Maricá, Río de Janeiro. Barros was the owner of a news portal  called 
Ȱ,ÅÉ Seca -ÁÒÉÃÜȢȱ In a public statement, the Office of the Mayor of Maricá repudiated the ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȭÓ murder and 
ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÅ Ȱɍ×ɎÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÏÎ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢͼ He ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÁÎ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 
identify and punish those responsible is urgently needed by the population of Maricá," reinforcing his 
commitment to freedom of the press and expression.211 According to available information, this is the second 
murder of a journalist in the city. Earlier, on May 25, journalist Robson Giorno was murdered when he was 
gunned down in the doorway of his home, in the Boqueirão neighborhood, also in Maricá. The journalist  was the 
founder and owner of the newspaper O Maricá, which focused on covering local political news. He had also 
expressed his intention to run for mayor of the municipality in the 2020 elections. According to reports, the 
police are investigating his murder and believe it was premeditated. They are working on two lines of 
investigation, one being political retaliation, and the other alleged retaliation for reports he published in his 
newspaper.212 

188. Additionally, in April, the National Council of the Public Prosecution Service [Conselho Nacional do 
Ministério Público] (CNMP) published the report "Violência contra comunicadores no Brasil: um retrato da 
apuração nos últimos 20 anosȟȱ ÄÒÁÆÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Estratégia Nacional de Justiça e Segurança Pública (ENASP). It 
included data on violence against communicators in Brazil. The report documented 64 cases of journalists 
murdered between 1995 and 2018 for reasons allegedly related to their journalism work. According to the 
E.!30ȟ ȰÂÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÁÌÙÔÉÃÁÌ ÄÁÔÁȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÉÔ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÅÒÒÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
criminal prosecution of these crimes. Exposing the errors also enables the office of the prosecutor and other 
institutionsɂalong with organized civil societyɂto correct ÔÈÅÍȱȢ213 

189. 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ω ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )!#(2ȭÓ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ %ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȡ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ ÍÕÒÄÅÒȟ 
kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the material destruction of 
communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict  freedom of expression. 
It  is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their  perpetrators and to ensure 
ÔÈÁÔ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÄÕÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 
communicators, the IACHR has indicated that impunity contributes to self-censorship of the press. 

 
C. Attacks,  arrests,  threats,  harassment,  and stigmatizing  statements  perpetrated  against  journalists 
and media  outlets.  

190. In 2019, this Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed of the tendency of President Jair Bolsonaro 
and other public officials to issue statements stigmatizing of certain media outlets and journalists in order to 
discredit them. According to the Federação Nacional dos Jornalistas (FENAJ), 111 attacks on the media by 

 
210 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). October 5, 2019.. Júri condena a 14 anos um dos envolvidos na morte de 
radialista no interior de Goiás; Associação Nacional de Jornais (ANJ). October 7, 2019. Júri condena um dos envolvidos na morte do radialista 
Jefferson Pureza, no interior de Goiás; IACHR. Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. January 26, 2018. Press Release R10/18 
Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns Murder of Two Journalists in Brazil and Urges the State to Investigate Connection to Journalistic 
Activity . 
211 G1. June 19, 2019. Jornalista é morto a tiros en Maricá, no RJ; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). June 19, 2019. 
Maricá: dois assassinatos de comunicadores em menos de 1 mês. 
212212 G1. May 26, 2019. Jornalista é morto na porta de casa em Maricá, RJ; Artigo 19. May 31, 2019. #Alerta: Jornalista Robson Giorno é 
assassinado em Maricá (RJ); UNESCO. June 4, 2019. Director-General condemns murder of online journalist Robson Giorno in Brazil; Extra. May 
27, 2019. Dono de jornal em Maricá foi morto em emboscada, afirma delegada. 
213Conselho Nacional do Ministério Público (CNMP). April 29, 2019. CNMP lança relatório com o retrato da violência contra comunicadores 
no Brasil;Conselho Nacional do Ministério Público (CNMP) and Estratégia Nacional de Justiça e Segurança Pública (Enasp).Violência contra 
comunicadores no Brasil: um retrato da apuração nos últimos 20 anos. April 2019. 
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President Bolsonaro were documented between January 1 and November 30. According to this federation, the 
attacks are a way for the president to "incite his followers to not trust the journalism work of the majority of 
outlets and professionals, mainly when they disseminate news that is critical  of the government or that involves 
the "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢȱ214 The following are some of the cases reported to this Office of the Special Rapporteur 
during this year. 

191. It was reported by media that journalistic work has faced restrictions during the presidential 
inauguration on January 1. On this specific point, Mônica Bergamo, a journalist with Folha de São Paulo, stated 
that ȰɍÃɎÏÎÆÉÎÅÄ in the Congress for almost 6 hours, the journalists even had apples confiscated on suspicion they 
might throw ÔÈÅÍ ÁÔ "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏȭÓ ÈÅÁÄȢͼ215 Additionally, on February 2, Luciano Ramos, a communicator with 
radio station Caaporã FM, in the state of Paraíba, was beaten as he was on his way to file a complaint at the police 
station for social media attacks on him. According to the information  provided, the incident was the result of the 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÏÆ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ÁÁÐÏÒÞȢ Previously, in 
November 2018, Édouard França, also a communicator with  this radio station, was subject to a similar  attack.216 

It was also reported that journalist Leonardo Sakamoto of UOL/Reporter Brazil, reporter Natália Portinari of 
Época, and Isabela Palhares of Estado de São Paulo have also been subject to attacks on social media. According 
to the Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (ABRAJI), a number of journalists were accused of 
"producing and disseminating fake news, insults, threats of physical violence, invitations to exile, and even 
expressing wishes of ÄÅÁÔÈ ɍȣɎȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÁÔÁÌÙÓÔÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ the publication of a piece of reporting bylined by the 
professional, a question in a press conference, or contact with a source."217 

192. On March 11, a journalist  with  O Estado de São Paulo, Constança Rezende, was accused by President Jair 
Bolsonaro of seeking his impeachment and of wanting to "ruin" the life of his son, Flávio Bolsonaro. On his 
Twitter  account, the President alleged that the journalist  "says she wants to ruin  the life of Flávio Bolsonaro and 
ÓÅÅË ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÅÁÃÈÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ *ÁÉÒ "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏȢ 3ÈÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÏÆ #ÈÉÃÏ /ÔÁÖÉÏȟ Á ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ Ȭ/ 
'ÌÏÂÏȢȭ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÌÁÃËÍÁÉÌȟ ÄÉÓÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁËÓȢȱ218 The message 
was accompanied by the audio of a conversation between the journalist and an unidentified individual. 
According to the information provided, the audio had truncated sentences and pauses, only select portions of it 
were published, and it contained no mention by the journalist of an "intent" to ruin the administration or the 
president.219 The original publication for which the journalist was accused was posted in a blog produced by 
readers of French website Mediapart and was published on Brazilian website TerçaLivre,220 which, according to 
publicly available information, is run by activists close to the Bolsonaro family.221 On March 11, Mediapart stated 
on its Twitter account ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×Ó ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ-ÅÄÉÁÐÁÒÔ ÃÌÕÂȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔͻÓ 
tweet was false.222 

193. On March 16, the newspaper O Estado de São Paulo reported that there was a "defamation machine" 
operating in the country on social media, run "by bolsonarista and olavista groups on the most radical and 
dogmatic side of the so-ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȬÎÅ× ÒÉÇÈÔȢȭȱ 4ÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÓ Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÖÉÒÔÕÁÌ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓȟ Á 
number of victims had locked their profiles or fallen silent regarding the issue originating the attacks against 
them. For example, it cited the case of journalist Constança Rezende, who had experienced virtual attacks on 
March 10, as well as the case of the newspaper itself, which had been the target of these "virtual militias" after 
publishing a report on the Rezende case showing that the statements had been doctored. O Estado de São Paulo 

 

214Revista Forum. December 2, 2019. Bolsonaro acumula 111 ataques à imprensa em seu primeiro ano de governo; Federação Nacional dos 
Jornalistas (FENAJ). December 2, 2019. Ataques de Bolsonaro à imprensa já somam 111 ocorrências. 

215 ¨[c]onfined in Congress for almost six hours, even apples are confiscated from journalists suspected of potentially throwing them at 
Bolsonaro's head.¨. Twitter  account of Monica Bergamo. @monicabergamo. January 1, 2019; Exame. January 1, 2019. Sem banheiro ou água, 
jornalistas relatam restrições em posse de Bolsonaro; Folha de São Paulo. January 1, 2019. Um dia de cão; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo 
Investigativo (Abraji).January 1, 2019. Abraji protesta contra limitações ao trabalho de jornalistas na cobertura da posse presidencial 
216 Artigo 19. February 25, 2019. Comunicadores da rádio Caaporã FM são alvo de ameaças, intimidações e violências na Paraíba. 
217 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). October 9, 2019. Ao tentar desqualificar repórter, ministro da Educação abre 
portas para ataques à profissional; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji).  February 7, 2019. Jornalistas relatam agressões 
em redes sociais após publicar trabalhos. 
218Ȱ %ÓÔÁÄÞÏȢ -ÁÒÃÈ ρπȟ ςπρωȢ 3ÉÔÅ ÂÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÉÓÔÁ ÄÉÓÔÏÒÃÅ ȬÅÎÔÒÅÖÉÓÔÁȭ ÄÅ ÒÅÐĕÒÔÅÒ ÄÏ %ÓÔÁÄÞÏ Å ÐÒÏÍÏÖÅ ÄÅÓÉÎÆÏÒÍÁëÞÏ; Folha de São Paulo. 
March 10, 2018. Bolsonaro divulga relato deturpado de conversa de jornalista; Lupa. March 10, 2019. #Verificamos: É falso que repórter do 
%ÓÔÁÄÞÏ ÔÅÎÈÁ ÄÉÔÏ ÑÕÅ ÐÒÅÔÅÎÄÅ ȬÁÒÒÕÉÎÁÒ &ÌÜÖÉÏ "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏ Å Ï ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏȭ; The Guardian. March 11, 2019. Bolsonaro under fire for smearing 
reporter who covered scandal involving his son. 
219 Estadão. March 10, 2019. Site bolsonarista distorce ȬÅÎÔÒÅÖÉÓÔÁȭ de repórter do Estadão e promove desinformação; Folha de São Paulo. March 
10, 2018. Bolsonaro divulga relato deturpado de conversa de jornalista; Lupa. March 10, 2019. #Verificamos: É falso que repórter do Estadão 
ÔÅÎÈÁ ÄÉÔÏ ÑÕÅ ÐÒÅÔÅÎÄÅ ȬÁÒÒÕÉÎÁÒ &ÌÜÖÉÏ "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏ Å Ï ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏȭ; The Guardian. March 11, 2019. Bolsonaro under fire for smearing reporter 
who covered scandal involving his son. 
220Terça Livre. No Date. Jornalista do Estadão: a intenção é arruinar Flávio Bolsonaro e o governo. 
221Lupa. March 10, 2019. Υ6ÅÒÉÆÉÃÁÍÏÓȡ O ÆÁÌÓÏ ÑÕÅ ÒÅÐĕÒÔÅÒ ÄÏ %ÓÔÁÄÞÏ ÔÅÎÈÁ ÄÉÔÏ ÑÕÅ ÐÒÅÔÅÎÄÅ ȬÁÒÒÕÉÎÁÒ &ÌÜÖÉÏ Bolsonaro e o governoȭ; 
Estadão.March 10, 2019. Bolsonaro usa declaração falsa para atacar imprensa. 
222Estadão. March 11, 2019. Site francês que originou ataques contra repórter do 'Estado' diz que informações são falsas; The Intercept Brasil. 
March 11, 2019. Jornal francês desmente Jair Bolsonaro e artigo de leitor que ataca jornalista do EstadãoȠ Ȱ-ÅÄÉÁÐÁÒÔ ÓÙÍÐÁÔÈÉÚÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ ͽÃÏÎÓÔÁÎÃÁÒÅÚÅÎÄȟ Á ÖÉÃÔÉÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȭ#ÌÕÂ ÄÅ -ÅÄÉÁÐÁÒÔȭȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÅÒved as the basis for the 
tweet of @jairbolsonaro, is false. The article is the author's responsibility and the blog is independent from the ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȱȢ Twitter  account 
of Mediapart @Mediapart. March 11, 2019. 



75  

said these "virtual militias" had tried to smear the newspaper with the hashtag #EstadaoMentiu on Twitter. It 
also indicated that according to social media experts, the digital attacks were supported by robots.223 

194. According to the information available, on April 22, the head of Brazilian website Terça Livre, Allan dos 
Santos, reported having received death threats. Fernanda Salles, who works for the website, was threatened 
with rape. According to the information available, journalists with The Intercept Brazil had also received 
offensive comments and threats from the same email that sent the threats to Terça Livre224. Other journalists 
who were allegedly threatened over their  journalism work included: Adécio Piran, reporter and owner of Folha 
do Progresso, in the state of Pará, who was threatened and sent offensive comments following the publication 
on August 5 of a report entitled "Day of fire: Producers set the date for burning the region "225; radio host Ilton 
Santos de Morrinhos, in the state of Ceará, who has since 2017 has been subject to intimidation and threats in 
connection with his work on "É de Lascar," a program on community radio station Freedom FM, which aired 
complaints from the population and discussed issues related to public administration 226; Carlos de Lannoy of TV 
Globo, who was threatened on social media after airing a report on an incident in which the Río de Janeiro 
security forces fired more than 80 times into a family car, causing the death of one individual; 227 Juliana Dal Piva, 
reporter with magazine Época, who received a death threat following publication of her report on a movie 
supporting the dictatorship established in 1964 in Brazil.228. 

195. Also, on June 9, The Intercept Brasil began publishing a series of leaks exposing alleged irregularities in 
the Lava Jato anticorruption oppression. Immediately following the publication, journalist Glenn Greenwald 
began to receive insults, defamatory comments, and death threats. Also, with the hashtag #DeportaGreenwald, 
a viral  campaign of harassment was conducted against the journalist, as well  as against the media outlet he funds 
and edits, against his husbandɂfederal congressman David Mirandaɂand against their children. Public 
authorities highlighted the allegedly illegal nature of the leaked material received by The Intercept Brasil from 
an anonymous source with the aim of disparaging or restricting freedom of the press.229 

196. In the framework of the acts of harassment against journalist Glenn Greenwald, on June 9, Carlos 
Bolsonaro (councilmember for Río de Janeiro) wrote on his Twitter account: "is it just me or is it only in Brazil 
that the media uses an illegal incursion into something private, ignoring the judicial invalidity  and illegality, and 
doesn't mind sharing it with the only goal of burning down the Bolsonaro administration and benefiting the 
system? I think  I've seen this one before."230 The next day, his brother  Eduardo Bolsonaro (Federal Deputy ɀ São 
Paulo) stated: Ȱ'ÌÅÎÎ Greenwald, formerly  of CNN, was the spokesperson for Snowden for leaking everything he 
knew about confidential US data in the case known as WikiLeaks. Glenn also sold the idea abroad that the Dilma 
impeachment was a ÃÏÕÐȢȱ231 

197. Later, on June 13, deputy Carlos Jordy, of the governing party (PSL), said on his Twitter account that it 
would be ideal to call Glenn Greenwald to testify before Congress, but that it would only be possible through a 
CPI ɉ0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ )ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅɊȢ Ȱ)ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ he comes before Congress, his case is 
already being investigated by the justice system. Mr. @ggreenwald, do not think you are an immortal beyond 
good and evil. You did activist journalism thr ough a criminal  act, making you an ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÃÅȟȱ he wrote. Ȱ2ÅÓÐÅÃÔ 
the country that hosts you, you cannot vilify our institutions and authorities by committing crimes against 
national security and think  you ×ÏÎȭÔ be held criminally  liable and $%0/24%$ȟȱ he added. On the same day, Jody, 
who is also a federal deputy (PSL ɀ Minas Gerais) posted Á ÐÈÏÔÏ ÏÆ 'ÒÅÅÎ×ÁÌÄ ÏÎ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ%ÎÅÍÙ ÏÆ 
"ÒÁÚÉÌȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÏÆ ȰÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÉÎÇ LavajatoȢȱ He ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ $ÁÖÉÄ -ÉÒÁÎÄÁ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÂÏÔÈ ȰÁÒÅ ÏÌÄ 
acquaintances of the justice ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢȱ232 

198. On June 25, Glenn Greenwald took part in a hearing of the Human Rights and Minorities Committee of 
the Chamber of Deputies in Brasília on the invitation of two of the committee's deputies. There, he stated that 

 
223 Estadão. March 16, 2019. Rede ÂÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÉÓÔÁ ȬÊÁÃÏÂÉÎÁȭ ÐÒÏÍÏÖÅ ÌÉÎÃÈÁÍÅÎÔÏ ÖÉÒÔÕÁÌ ÁÔï ÄÅ ÁÌÉÁÄÏÓ. 
224 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 22, 2019. Ameaças contra Terça Livre são graves e devem ser investigadas; 
225 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). August 30, 2019. Jornalista é alvo de ofensas e ameaças após publicar 
reportagem sobre Dia do Fogo; O Globo. September 1, 2019. ABI pede proteção a jornalista alvo de ameaças após reportar 'Dia do Fogo' no 
Pará. 
226Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). May 9, 2019. Radialista do Ceará volta a receber ameaças de morte. 
227Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 8, 2019. Jornalistas são ameaçados após veiculação de reportagens; O 
Estado de São Paulo. April 8, 2019. Repórter da Globo recebe ameaça após reportagem: 'sua família vai pagar'. 
228 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 8, 2019. Jornalistas são ameaçados após veiculação de reportagens. 
229IACHR. July 1, 2019. Press Release R164/19 Experts on freedom of expression of the UN and the IACHR express their concern over death 
threats against journalist Glenn Greenwald, director of The Intercept Brasil, and his family; Artigo 19. June 25, 2019. ARTIGO 19 repudia 
ataques contra comunicadores do The Intercept Brasil; Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). June 19, 2019. Abraji 
repudia ataques a Glenn Greenwald e equipe do Intercept. 
230 Ȱ)Ó ÉÔ ÍÙ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÏÒ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÎ "ÒÁÚÉÌȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓ uses an illegal invasion of something private, ignoring judicial invalidity and 
illegality, but it does not mind to disclose, with the sole intention of burning the Bolsonaro government and favoring the system? I think I've 
ÓÅÅÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȦȱȢ Twitter account of Carlos Bolsonaro @CarlosBolsonaro. June 9, 2019. 
231 Glenn Greenwald, former CNN, was Snowden's spokesman to leak everything he knew about sensitive US data in the case known 
as Wiki  Leaks. In addition, Glenn sold abroad the thesis that Dilma's impeachment was a ÃÏÕÐȱȢ Twitter  account of Eduardo Bolsonaro 
@BolsonaroSP. June 10, 2019. 
232 Pragmatismo Político. June 17, 2019. Vice-líder de Bolsonaro pede deportação de Greenwald e fechamento do Intercept; Twitter  account of 
Carlos Jordy @carlosjordy. June 13, 2019; Brasil 247. June 13, 2019. Deputado do PSL ameaça Glenn Greenwald: não pense que você é imortal . 



76  

Minister Sergio Moro tried to intimidate and criminally pursue The Intercept Brasil.233 During the hearing, 
Congresswoman Katia Sastre said "the one who should be tried, convicted, and imprisoned is the journalist."234 

Likewise, on July 11, Greenwald said during a public hearing in the Senate on the reporting on the conversations 
between a former judge and Minister Moro that the later creates a climate of fear among the media.235 

Additionally, on November 7, Greenwald was physically attacked by an extreme-right critic and sympathizer 
with President Jair Bolsonaro in a radio and television studio in São Paulo while on the air, presumably over 
personal disagreements.236 

199. According to the information provided, on July 19, when questioned by foreign journalists about the 
protests against the participation of journalist Miriam Leitão of Globo in a book fair in the south of Brazil, 
President Jair Bolsonaro allegedly accused her of wanting to impose a dictatorship in Brazil through armed fight, 
indicating that she had been detained while joining the Araguaia Guerrillas, and that her stories on the abuse 
and torture she was subjected to during the military dictatorship ×ÅÒÅ ȰÌÙÉÎÇ ÄÒÁÍÁȢȱ )Î Á ÎÏÔÅȟ TV Globo 
expressed its support for the journalist and condemned the attacks on her. According to the information 
provided, the participation of Miriam and her husband, sociologist Sergio Abranches, in the fair was cancelled 
due toɂamong other thingsɂa lack of security guarantees following the mobilization of protests against their 
participation by supporters of the president.237 Additionally, according to the information provided, on July 20, 
when journalist Isadora Peron askeÄ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏ ȰɍÉɎÆ the conflict with the northeast could stop the 
Social Security ÖÏÔÅȟȱ he answered Ȱ&ÏÒ the love of God. If I called you ugly now, the world  would come to an end. 
All the women would turn against ÍÅȢȱ238 

200. Additionally, the Office of the Rapporteur was informed of an attack against communicator Elvis Xavier, 
who was tortured and shot three times in the city of Guarujá, São Paulo. According to the information, on 
September 16, the communicator had gone to the town of Vila Baiana, where he was beaten and shot three times. 
His father found him in agony after receiving a phone call telling him that Xavier had been murdered 
there.According to the information available, the communicator ran social media accounts through which he 
reported on irregularities  in the municipality, and the attack could be related with  the reports he was issuing.239 

201. According to the information, on October 29, President Jair Bolsonaro threatened not to renew TV 
GloboȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÃÏÎÃÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÅØÐÉÒÅÓ ÉÎ ςπςςȢ He did this after the station broadcast a report linking the 
president to the investigation of the murder of Marielle Franco, a councilmember assassinated in Rio de Janeiro 
in 2018. The president later said he had made no threats.240 According to the information available, President 
Bolsonaro also threatened the advertisers of newspaper Folha de São Paulo and announced the federal 
government would cancel its subscriptions to that newspaper, saying it  was ȰÐÏÉÓÏÎÉÎÇ his ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ241 Also 
in October, Federal Deputy Daniel Silveira attacked journalist Guga Noblat in the Chamber of Deputies. 
According to the informÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄȟ 3ÉÌÖÅÉÒÁ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȭÓ ÃÅÌÌ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ 
it, and also threatened him after being asked by the journalist  about certain of his actions242. 

202. This Office recalls that, according to principle 9 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of 
Expression of the IACHR, ȰɍÔɎÈÅ murder, kidnapping, intimidation  of and/or  threats to social communicators, as 
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intimidate and criminalize The Intercept Brasil; Câmara dos Deputados/YouTube.June 25, 2019. Comissão de Direitos Humanos e Minorias - 
Audiência Pública - Convidado: - Sr. GLENN GREENWALD, jornalista fundador do jornal The Intercept. Requerimento nº 81/2019, de iniciativa 
dos Deputados Camilo Capiberibe, Carlos Veras, Márcio Jerry e Túlio Gadelha 
234234The Washington Post. July 12, 2019. Glenn Greenwald becomes focus of Brazil fress freedom debate; Diario de Goias. June 25, 2019. 
Deputada pede prisão de Glenn Greenwald que rebate: "Falta evidências no seu discurso"; Telemundo Delmarva. July 12, 2019. Libertad de 
prensa bajo la lupa en Brasil. 
235Folha de São Paulo. July 11, 2019. Glenn Greenwalddiz no Senado que Moro cria clima de ameaça a imprensa; La Red 21. July 12, 2019. 
Periodista de TheIntercept reafirma su acusación a Sergio Moro en el Senado brasileño; Senado Noticias. July 11, 2019.Moro está criando um 
clima de ameaça à imprensa, diz Glenn Greenwald. 
236 New York Times. November 25, 2019. Glenn Greenwald: I Was Assaulted Live On Air. This Is "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏȭÓ Brazil; TheGuardian. November 
7, 2019. Rightwing columnist smacks journalist Glenn Greenwald on Brazil radio show. 
237New York Times. November 25, 2019. 'ÌÅÎÎ 'ÒÅÅÎ×ÁÌÄȡ ) 7ÁÓ !ÓÓÁÕÌÔÅÄ ,ÉÖÅ /Î !ÉÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ )Ó "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏȭÓ "ÒÁÚÉÌ; Associação Brasileira de 
Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji).  July 19, 2019. Presidente usa desinformação para atacar jornalista; Folha de São Paulo. July 16, 2019. Após 
protestos, feira do livro em SC cancela presença de Miriam Leitão; Artigo 19. July 23, 2019. ARTIGO 19 repudia ataques às jornalistas Miriam 
Leitão e Isadora Peron; O Globo. July 19, 2019. Bolsonaro usa informações falsas para atacar a jornalista Míriam Leitão. 
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ÉÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇȢ ) ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÉÓȡ Ȱ&ÏÒ 'ÏÄ΄Ó ÓÁËÅȟ ÓÕÒÅȢ )Æ ) ÃÁÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÕÇÌÙ ÎÏ×ȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÉÓ ÏÖÅÒȢ !ÌÌ ×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÍÅȱȢ Twitter account of Isadora 
Peron @Isaperon. July 20, 2019. 
239 G1. September 18, 2019. Comunicador famoso por denúncias na web é torturado e baleado em SP; estado é gravíssimo; A Tribuna. 
September 17, 2019. Pai socorre filho baleado após ligação anônima em morro de Guarujá; Metrópoles. September 18, 2019. Comunicador 
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241O Globo. October 31, 2019. "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏ ÍÁÎÄÁ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏ ÃÁÎÃÅÌÁÒ ÁÓÓÉÎÁÔÕÒÁÓ ÄÏ ÊÏÒÎÁÌ Ȭ&ÏÌÈÁ ÄÅ 3Ȣ 0ÁÕÌÏȭ; BBC Brasil. November 1, 2019. 4 
ataques (e recuos) da família Bolsonaro a instituições democráticas; Folha de São Paulo. October 31, 2019. Leia a nota da Folha sobre o 
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242 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji).  October 17, 2019. Deputado federal ataca jornalista na Câmara dos Deputados; 
Portal dos Jornalistas. No date. Deputado Daniel Silveira (PSL-RJ) quebra celular de Guga Noblat. 
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well as the material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and 
strongly restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, 
ÔÏ ÐÕÎÉÓÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÒÐÅÔÒÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÄÕÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

203. The IACHR recalls that public officials have a duty to ensure that their decisions are not damaging the 
rights of those who contribute to public deliberation through the expression and dissemination of their  thoughts, 
such as journalists, the media, and organizations that defend human rights, and should address the context in 
which they are expressed to ensure that their  expressions do not constitute, in the words of the Court, "forms of 
direct or indirect interference or injurious pressure on the rights of those who intend to contribute to public 
deliberation through the expression and dissemination of their thoughts243. 

 
D. Social protest  

204. The Office of the Special Rapporteur observed that there continued to be alleged cases of the use of force 
by police during social protests in the country. The following are some of the cases reported to this Office of the 
Special Rapporteur during this year. 

205. According to reports, on January 10, 16, and 22, protests organized by the Movimento Passe Livre where 
held against the increase in transportation fares in the state of São Paulo. In the protest on January 11, the use 
of surveillance tools by the Military  Policeɂsuch as dronesɂwas documented. Likewise, the Military  Police who 
accompanied the demonstrators during the march launch teargas canisters at them.244 Also, the organizations 
indicated that during the January 16 protest, in addition to the surveillance, the use of rubber bullets and teargas 
canisters to disperse the demonstrators was documented.245 At least 14 people were detained, and the 
photojournalist Daniel Arroyo of Ponte Jornalismo was injured by a rubber bullet.246 According to the 
information provided, the authorities did not provide medical assistance.247 With regard to the protest held on 
January 22, at least two people were detained, one of them for using a mask during the protest.248 

206. The Office of the Special Rapporteur was also informed that on January 19, the government of the state 
of São Paulo published Decree 64,074/2019 249 regulating Law 15,556, adopted in 2014, which, according to civil 
society organizations, included a series of unconstitutional provisions that were not compatible with the 
democratic process. These provisions include a requirement to give five days prior notice and the 
criminalization of the use of masks.250 On the requirement to give five days prior notice, civil society 
organizations indicated that the Brazilian Constitution establishes that the right of assembly does not require 
authorization, requiring only that a competent authority be notified. In addition, regarding the criminalization 
of the use of masks, they argued that "using a mask is constitutional, as prohibiting anonymity should not be 
applied to the use of masks and protests, as doing so does not prevent identification of someone who has 
engaged in an illegal act. According to the decree, even individuals using gas masks and scarves to protect 
themselves from teargas could be arrested for the crime of disorderly conduct."251 Civil society organizations 
ÁÌÓÏ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰɍÔɎÈÅ ÄÅÃÒÅÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÅÑÕÁÔÅÓ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÒÍÓȟ ÂÁÎÎÉÎÇ the possession of objects such as 
sharp objects, sticks, and stones, equating them with firearms and bladed weapons." On March 25, this Office 
joined the United Nations Special Rapporteurs on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; 
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248Ponte Jornalismo. January 23, 2019. Em protesto contra aumento da tarifa em SP, PM segue à risca o que chefe decretou. 
249 Assembleia Legislativa do Estado de São Paulo. Decreto No. 64.074. January 18, 2019. Published in the Official Gazette of the State of São 
Paulo on January 19, 2019. 
250Ȱ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ς ÁÎÄ υȡ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌïÉÁ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÁ ÄÏ %ÓÔÁÄÏ ÄÅ 3ÞÏ 0ÁÕÌÏȢ Decreto No. 64.074. January 18, 2019. Published in the Official Gazette 
of the State of São Paulo on January 19, 2019.Artigo 19. January 24, 2018. Organizaçõesdenunciam decreto de São Paulo sobre protestos e 
atuação violenta das forças de segurançaem organismos internacionais Artigo 19 y otras organizaciones. Carta dirigida a Mr. Clement Voule, 
UM Special Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and of Association. 23 de enero de 2019. 
251 Comunicación sobre presuntos hechos de violencia en el marco de las protestas sociales realizadas en enero de 2019 en São Paulo. 
Documento de fecha 23 de enero de 2019, enviado por Artigo 19 Brasil, Núcleo Especializado de Situação Carcerária da Defensoria Pública 
do Estado de São Paulo, Instituto Terra, Trabalho e Cidadania, Conectas Direitos Humanos, Instituto Brasileiro de Ciências Criminais, 
Conselho Estadual de Direitos da Pessoa Humana, Movimento Passe Livre. Disponible para consulta en: Archivos de la Relatoría Especial 
para la Libertad de Expresión. 
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and the situation of human rights defenders in sending a communication to the Brazilian State expressing his 
concerns over this decree.252 

207. Additionally, in February, Congressman Célio Studart submitted a bill seeking to expand the concept of 
terrorist acts and amend the 2016 Antiterrorist Act. According to the information available, the proposed text 
would define the ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÍȡ ȰÏÒÃÈÅÓÔÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÉÎÇȟ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÎÉÔÅÎÔÉÁÒÙ 
system, or participating in, an attack, sabotage, attack on physical infrastructure and the functioning of means 
ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÂÕÓ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÓȟ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȟ ÅÔÃȢȱ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
information available, the proposal was in response to the attacks on the state of Ceará toward the beginning of 
this year, organized by members of criminal gangs.253 

208. Also, in May, in the framework of pro-government demonstrations, at least 12 press workers were 
attacked and harassed, according to information from the ABRAJI. The incidents took place in the cities of 
Curitiba, Belo Horizonte, Porto Alegre, Fortaleza, and São Paulo.254 Meanwhile, during the demonstrations called 
for the general strike held on June 14 in São Paulo, indiscriminate use of less-lethal weapons was documented, 
along with the detention of at least 14 individuals.255 More recently, on December 1, photographer Daniel 
Arroyo, of Ponte, was intimidated by military police officers, who tried to seize the photographs he had taken of 
a demonstration in São Paulo.256 

209. Additionally, on June 12, the Supreme Court of Justice [Superior Tribunal de Justiça] (STJ) denied a 
motion filed by the defense of Sérgio Silva, finding that the basic requirements for the Court to consider the case 
were not met. Silva is a photographer and was shot in the left eye with a rubber bullet, causing him to lose his 
eye. According to available information, the rubber bullet was fired by the São Paulo Military Police during a 
demonstration held in June 2013. In response to this decision, in November, his defense filed for remedy before 
the Supreme Federal Court (STF).257 

210. On July 18, during a demonstration of the Landless Rural Workers Movement (MST) in the city of 
Valinhos, São Paulo, several demonstrators were hit by a car traveling at high speed. One of those injured, an 
older adult named Luiz Ferreira da Costa, died of his injuries. Journalist Carlos Filipe, of Radio Noroeste and the 
Coletivo Socializando Saberes, was among the injured.258 

211. According to publicly available information, in October, in response to the protests in Chile, President 
Jair Bolsonaro activated the Ministry of Defense to monitor for possible protests in Brazil similar to the ones 
happening in Chile. According to the information provided, he stated that should it be necessary, the Brazilian 
government would call on the ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ !ÒÍÅÄ &ÏÒÃÅÓȢ )Î ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȟ σπ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÓËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ 
explanation from President Bolsonaro through a letter sent to the Office of the Citizens Rights Ombudsperson 
ɍȰProcuradoria dos Direitos do CidadãoȱɎȢ259 Elsewhere, his son, Deputy Eduardo Bolsonaro, answered a question 
ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ #ÈÉÌÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ× ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ Á ȰÎÅ× !)-υȱ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ 
in the event of the "radicalization of the left" in Brazil. According to the information provided, President Jair 
Bolsonaro and a series of civil society organizations rejected that statement. Eduardo Bolsonaro then allegedly 
apologized for his statement and said there would not be a return of the AI-5.260 In 1968, the AI-5 was used by 
the military dictatorship in Brazil to suspend constitutional guarantees, expand censorship of the arts and 
ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÍȟ ÄÉÓÃÒÅÄÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÃÔÁÔÏÒÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓ society.261 

212. The IACHR has reiterated that social protest is a fundamental tool for the work of defending human 
rights and is essential for critical political and social expression regarding the activities of the authorities. The 

 
252 United Nations.Mandates of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of Association; the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; and the Special Rapporteur for freedom of expression of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. March 25, 2019. 
253 Câmara dos Deputados. February 15, 2019.Deputado propõe mudança na atual Lei Antiterrorismo para ampliar conceito de atos 
terroristas. 
254Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). May 27, 2019. Jornalistas são hostilizados e agredidos em manifestações pró- 
governo. 
255 Artigo 19. June 19, 2019. ARTIGO 19 repudia violações ao direito de protesto e criminalização de manifestantes em greve geral; Brasil de 
Fato. June 14, 2019. Greve Geral termina com mobilizações em 380 cidades contra a reforma da Previdência; Brasil de Fato. June 14, 2019. Em 
São Paulo, 15 manifestantes são presos em ato pró-Greve Geral; El País. June 15, 2019. Greve geral: acompanhe ao vivo as paralisações; UOL. 
June 15, 2019. Polícia detém defensor público e mais 19 em ato contra a reforma em SP. 
256Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). December 2, 2019. PM paulista intimida fotógrafo e tenta apreender imagens; 
Ponte Jornalismo. December 2, 2019. Policiais tentam apreender imagens de fotógrafo da Ponte. 
257 Artigo 19. July 11, 2019. Comunicadores feridos em manifestações: direitos e violações em jogo nas decisões dos casos de Sérgio Silva e Alex 
Silveira; Jota. December 10, 2019. STF possui a ultima chance de reparação a Sergio Silva, fotografo atingido pela PM em 2013. 
258Artigo 19. July 18, 2019. #ALERTA: Atropelamento e morte de integrantes do MST em Valinhos é grave e demanda resposta urgente; 
Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra (MST). July 18, 2019. Homem atropela e mata Sem Terra em Valinhos (SP). 
259 Estadão. October 23, 2019. Bolsonaro pede monitoramente para evitar protestos semelhantes aos do Chile; BCC News. October 28, 2019. 
'Devemos sempre nos preparar para o pior', diz Bolsonaro sobre reflexos dos protestos do Chile no Brasil; Intervozes. October 29, 2019. 
Organizações solicitam explicações de Bolsonaro sobre monitoramento de protestos. 
260 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji).  October 31, 2019. Abraji repudia defesa de "novo AI-5" por Eduardo Bolsonaro; 
BBC Brasil. October 31, 2019. Eduardo Bolsonaro pode ser cassado por fala sobre AI-5? Entenda o que acontece agora; Veja. October 31, 2019. 
Eduardo Bolsonaro pede desculpas por declaração sobre volta do AI-5. 
261 Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). October 31, 2019. Abraji repudia defesa de "novo AI-5" por Eduardo Bolsonaro. 
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#ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅȟ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ per se of demonstrations in public thoroughfares is 
inadmissible when they are carried out in exercise of the rights to freedom of expression and to freedom of 
ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȱ262 ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ the right of assembly through social protest must not be subject to 
authorization on the part of the authorities or to excessive requirements that make such protests difficult to 
ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÕÔȢȱ263Likewise, the Joint Declaration on Violence against Journalists and Media Workers in the Context 
of Protests, adopted in 2013, states that the rights of freedom of assembly and expression ȰÁÒÅ fundamental, and 
guaranteeing them is a vital condition to the existence and proper functioning of a democratic society. A State 
may impose reasonable limitations on demonstrations for purposes of ensuring that they are conducted 
peacefully, or to disperse those that turn violent, provided that such limits are governed by the principles of 
legality, necessity, and proportionality. In addition, the breaking-up of a demonstration must be warranted by 
the duty to protect individuals, and authorities must use the measures that are safest and least harmful to the 
demonstrators. The use of force at public demonstrations must be an exception, used under strictly necessary 
circumstances consistent with internationally recognized ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȢȱ264 

 
E. Direct and indirect  censorship  

213. This year, the Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed of alleged measures of censorship carried 
out in Brazil, especially with  regard to diversity. Reports indicate that measures were taken with  regard to public 
information, teaching materials in schools, books, and cultural activities like those carried out by the Agência 
Nacional do Cinema (ANCINE), which was established in 2001 and is responsible for supervising, promoting, and 
regulating the audiovisual and cinematographic market in Brazil. The following are some of the cases reported 
to this Office. 

214. According to publicly available information, on January 29, 2019, journalist Ancelmo Gois, with the 
newspaper O Globo, published a column on the alleged censorship of a series of videos posted in the online 
channel of the National Institute of Education for the Deaf (INES). The complaint was filed by a student 
representative on the INES Board of Directors265. According to the information provided, the episodes do with 
issues considered "left-wing" or "progressive."266 In response, on January 30, Brazil's Ministry of Education 
ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÑÕï ÉÎÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ).%3 ȰɍÏɎÐÅÎÅÄ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔ ÁÌÌ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈe 
ÕÎÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ ÒÅÍÏÖÁÌ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÖÉÄÅÏÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÔÓ ×ÅÂÐÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅȱȢ 4ÈÅ ).%3 ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÁÌÓÏ 
made the decision to repost the videos that had been taken down on the website.267 

215. It likewise stated that a preliminary investigation had found that the videos were removed from the 
website in April and November 2018, "Demonstrating that the column published by Anselmo Gois in the 
newspaper O Globo on January 29, 2019, is both false and malicious in attributing responsibility to Minister of 
Education Ricardo Vélez Rodríguez, who became the ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢȱ268 The communiqué also 
suggested that the journalist had been a KGB agent.269 In response to the MEC communiqué, on January 30, the 
journalist published data demonstrating that the videos remained up until at least January 2, 2019. To prove it, 
he check the Google cache, which shows previous versions of a page. It showed that, for example, as of January 
2, the video on Marx was still up, and as of January 1, the video on Nietzsche was still up.270 

216. The Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed that journalists and radio hosts with the Empresa 
Brasileira de Comunicação (EBC), a public federal entity, had protested on March 20, 2019, against the stance of 
Agência Brasil managers seeking to reduce coverage of the murder of Marielle Franco, a Rio de Janeiro Council 

 
 
 

262 IACHR. Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.Doc. 57. December 31, 2009. Para. 197. 
263IACHR. Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas. OEA/Ser.L/V/II. Doc. 66. December 31, 2011. Para. 
139. 
264United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression and Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. September 13, 2013. Joint declaration on 
violence against journalists and media workers in the context of protests. 
265O Globo. January 29, 2019. Sob a aba de Vélez Rodríguez, Ines tira do ar vídeos sobre Marx, Engels e Nietzche; Brasil 247. January 29, 2019. 
Instituto para surdos vinculado ao MEC 'some' com vídeos ligados a esquerda. 
266 Ponte Jornalismo. 30 de enero de 2019. Alunos denunciam censura no Instituto Nacional de Educação de Surdos 
267Ȱ The Instituto  Nacional de Educação de Surdos (INES) has launched an investigation to obtain all information  related to the unauthorized 
removal of some videos from its website and to assign the necessary responsibilities. The INES board also made the decision to re-insert the 
ÖÉÄÅÏÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÅÌÅÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȱȢ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ of Education @MEC_Comunicacao. January 30, 2019; Agencia Brasil. 
January 31, 2019. Instituto de Educação de Surdos apura retirada de vídeos de site; Folha de S. Paulo. January 30, 2019. TV pública para surdos 
exclui vídeos sobre esquerda e filósofos. 
268 Ȱɍ×Ɏ ÈÉÃÈ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÔÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÕÍÎ ÂÙ !ÎÃÅÌÍÏ 'ÏÉÓȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ / Globo on January 29, 2019, is both false and 
malicious, when it  attributes responsibility  to the Minister of Education, professor Ricardo Vélez Rodríguez, who only took over the Ministry. 
ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȱȢ 4×ÉÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ͽMEC_Comunicacao. January 30, 2019; 
269 Twitter account of Ministry of Education @MEC_Comunicacao. January 30, 2019; Revista Forum. January 30, 2018. Em nota oficial, 
-ÉÎÉÓÔïÒÉÏ ÄÁ %ÄÕÃÁëÞÏ ÃÈÁÍÁ ÊÏÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÁ Äȭ/ 'ÌÏÂÏ ÄÅ ÁÇÅÎÔÅ ÄÁ +'" 
270 O Globo. January 30, 2019. MEC confirma censura e erra ao dizer que vídeos saíram do ar na gestão passada; Revista Forum. January 31, 
2019. Classificado como agente da KGB, Ancelmo Gois mostra dados que confirmam censura no MEC de Bolsonaro. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































