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CHAPTER |: GENERAL INFORMATION

A. Creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression and Institutional
Support

1. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, ke unanimous decision of its members, created
the Officeof the SpecialRapporteur for Freedomof Expressionduring its 97th period of sessionsheld in October
1997. This office was created by the Commission as a permanent, independent office that acts within the
framework and with the support of the IACHR. Through the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the Commission
sought to encouragehe defense of theright to freedom of thought and expression in the hemisphere, given the
fundamental role this right plays in consolidating and developinghe democratic system and in protecting,
guaranteeing, and promoting other human rights. During its 98th period of ssions, held in March 1998the
IACHR defined in general termshe characteristics and functions ofthe Office ofthe Special Rapporteur and
decided to create a voluntary fund to provide it with economiassistance.

2 4EA #1011 EOOEIT 60 mpeérbaddnACiiEcdfAhe SheciaARagpdri®uk forAFreedom of
Expression found full support among the OASMember States. Indeed, duringthe Second Summit of the
'i AOEAAOh OEA EAI EOPEAOASO (AAAO T &£ 30A0A AT A of 1 OAOT
thought and expression, and noted their satisfaction over the creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur.
Since then, both the Summit othe Americas and theOASGeneral Assembly have shown their support to the
Office of the Special Rapporteur, ad have entrusted it with follow-up or analysis of some othe rights that
comprise freedom of expression, as well as the monitoring and promotion of the right to access public
information.1During the last years, the OAS General Assembly has expanded B EAAOEOAO8 ACAT AA
of the Special Rapporteur pursuant to the situation of the right to freedom of expression in thegion.

3. In the framework of the VIII Summit of the Americas, held on April 13 and 14, 2018 in Lima, Peru, the
O$AI T AOADIEEAT AA OACAET OO #1 OOOPOET T 6 Al I th&répredentlivesdk O AAT
participating States expressed their commitment to keep on strengthening different antiorruption measures,
such as the strengtheningof the transparency and access t@ublic information bodies, the protection to
plaintiffs and journalists regarding threatsand reprisal for investigating or informing on corruption acts?.

4. )1 g¢mpyh OEA Y1 #(2 AAT DOAA OAOI 1 OOEIT pF¥py 11T O#]
recommendsthe States to adopt a seriesf measures strengtheningthe access to public information as a key
factor in the fight regarding corruption, protection to journalists and the media, amongtherss.

5. The General Assembly of the OAS, by means of resolution 2928 XI¥IF pywq 11 O( O1 AT

00i 11T OEI T AT A 007 BAGKfCeEdS thehSpecidd RapidkeOrOtdglther with other bodies, to

prepare "practical guidelines in the form of recommendations for guaranteeing freedom of expression and

access to information from a variety of the Internet sources during electoral processes without improper
interference."In 2017, the OAS General Assembly adopted mdgtion AG/RES. 2908 (XLVHO / 17) regarding

the right to freedom of thought and expression and the safety of journalists and media workers e
hemisphere. The proposal was presented bthe delegation of Uruguay and cesponsored bythe delegations of

Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, and the Dominican Republic. The OffiadheoSpecial

Rapporteur joins the commitment that the Statesmake in this resolution to implement strategiesand resources

that end with the prevailing impunity in crimes againstjournalists.

1With regard to freedom of expression, the General Assembly of tl@AShas adopted resolutions in different years through which it re
statedthe right to freedom of expressionand acknowledgedthe important contributions of the Officeof the SpecialRapporteur for Freedom

i £ %GDOAOOEI TN -1 O0AT OAOh EO OOCAA OEA 30A0AO0 O1 AEi111 xts@Oi2B053DAAEAI
it passed resolution 2149 (XXX\MO/05); In 2006, resolution 2237 (XXXVA0O/06); In 2007, resolution 2287 (XXXVHO/07); In 2008,

resolution 2434 (XXXVIIFO/08); resolution 2523 (XXXIXO/09); In 2011, resolution 2679 (XL+O/11).

On the subject of access to public information, the General Assembly has also made several statements supporting the wdhie @ffice of
the Special Rapporteur and urging the adoption of its recommendations. In 2003, it passed resolution 1932 (XXXI03); In 2004,
resolution 2057 (XXXI\*O/04); In 2006, resolution 2252 (XXV+0/06); In 2007, resolution 2288 (XXXVHO/07); In 2008, resolution 2418
(XXXVIIFO/08); In 2009, resolution 2514 (XXXIX O/09). In that same resolution, the General Assembly entrusted the Department of
International Law,with the collaboration of the Office of the SpecialRapporteur,the Inter-AmericanJuridical Committee and the Department

of StateModernization and Governanceas wellasthe cooperationof Member Statesand civil society,with drafting a ModelLaw on Access
to Public Information and a guide for its implementation, in keepingwith the Inter-American standardson the issue.In addition, in 2011, it
approved resolution 2661 (XLFO/11); In 2012, resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XL1D/12); In 2013, resolution AG/RES 2811 (XLIH0/13); In
2014, resolution AG/RES. 2842 (XLAD/14); In 2016, resolution AG/RES was approved. 2885 (XLMD/16). In this resolution, the General
Assemblyof the OASinstructs the Officeof the SpecialRapporteur for Freedomof Expressionto develop and disseminatethe content of the
inter-Americanlegalframework on accesgo information, including the inter-American Model Law on Accessto Public Information, through
the preparation of reports on the scopeof the law andthe application of its principles. Additionally, it alsoinstructed the Officeof the Special
Rapporteurto assistMember Statesand to organizeand participate in capacitybuilding programs for public officials of national authorities
on access to information and justiceperators.

2301 1T EO T &£ OEA 1 AOEAAOCS8 |, EADT AT RAEQICAEDDOOFAIDODODGEA 68T OPOEI pth ¢
3|ACHR. Resolution 1/18Corruption and Human Rights March 16, 2018.

4OEA. Resolution AG/RES. 2928 (XLV1/18). Human Rights Promotion and Protection



6.  Since its creation,the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also had the support of civil society
organizations, the media, journalists and, most importantly, individuals who have been victims of violations of
the right to freedom of thought and expressia, along with their familymembers.

7. In the framework of its 163rd Period of Sessionsthe IACHR renewed the mandate of Special
Rapporteur EdisonLanzafor anew period of three years,in accordancewith Article 15 of its Rulesof Procedures.

8. Inthe framework of the 173rd Period of Se§sion5in WashingtonD.C.the IACHRapprovedthe document
Directive on the performanceofthe) ! # ( Spéci@Rapporteurshipsconcerningthe activities and roles held in
their mandates. For the first timethe Special Rapporteurships have a protocolized framework faction.

B. Main Activities of the Office of the Special Rapporteur

9. During its twenty -two yearsof existence the Office of the SpecialRapporteur hascarried out eachof the
tasksassignedto it by the IACHRand by other OASbodiessuchasthe GeneralAssemblyin atimely and dedicated
manner.

10. This section of the report summarizes very generally the tasks thatave been accomplished, with
particular emphasis on the activities carried out ir2019:

1) Individual Case System

11.  Oneofthe mostimportant functions of the Office of the SpecialRapporteur is to advisethe IACHRIn the
evaluation of individual petitions and prepare the correspondingeports.

12. The appropriate advancement of individual petitions not only provides justice in the specific case, but
also helps call attention to paradigmatic situations that affect freedom of thought and expression, and creates
important case law that can be applied in the inte'American human rights system itself as well as in courts in
countries throughout the region. Theindividual casesystemalsoconditutes anessentialfactor within the broad
strategy of promoting and defendingthe right to freedom of thought and expression in the region, a strategy
that the Office of the SpecialRapporteur carries out through various mechanismsoffered by the inter -American
human rights system.

13. Likewise, since its creation, the Office ofthe Special Rapporteur has advisedhe IACHR in the
presentation of important cases involving freedom of expression to the InteAmerican Court of Human Rights
(hereinafter,theO# 1 0006 T -BmeficEn¥ | @)@I0G A0

14.  The cases solved bthe IAHR Court in 2018 are afollows:

A. AlvarezRamos v. Venezueldudgment of Augus80, 2019.The Inter-American Court of Human Rights
handed down the judgment by which it declared the international responsibility othe State of Venezuela for
the violation of the right to freedom of expression,the right to participate in government,freedom of movement,
the right to a fair trial, and right to judicial protection to the detriment of Mr. Tulio Alvarez Ramos. These
violations arose from the criminal proceedings against Mr. Tulio Alvarez Ramos fathe crime of continued
aggravated defamation, and the consequent conviction, due to the publication of an opinion article on alleged
irregularities in the financial management of the Savings Bank tiie National Assembly of Venezuela. Mr. Tulio
Alvarezwas sentencedto 2 yearsand 3 months in prison andto a penalty of political disqualification. Regarding
the right to freedom of expression, in the present case, the Court recognized for the first time that the punitive
responseof the Statethrough criminal lawisnot OAT T O AT AB b O A btdotett Aéhonor of an official,
in cases wherethe speech is protected for being of public interest, as are the behavioo$ public officials in the
exercise of their functions. The Court considered thahe note published inthel Ax OPADA @G. OOEGBEAD E
referred to the actions of a public official; ii) referred to the exercise of the functions of a public official, which
was even subject to pronouncements by other State bodies; and that iile management of money or public
resourceswas a matter of public interest. The Court highlighted that, in relation to matters of public interest,

S|ACHR. Periods of Sessions. Availabletdtp://iwww.oas.org/es/cidh/actividades/sesiones.asp

s# AOA T £ O4EA , AOO 4 Al -Budtds@tal) V. ChilgEJutighenEcDRebruajy 5, 2405 Bdse of Ivcher Bronstein fu.Pe
Judgment of February 6, 2001; Case of Herrera Ulloa v. Costa Rica. Judgment of July 2, 2004; Case of Ricardo Canese ayPardgment
of August 31, 2004; Case of Palamara Iribarne v. Chile. Judgment of November 22, 2005; Case of Claude Reyes €hdé. Judgment of
September 19, 2006; Case of Kimel v. Argentina. Judgment of May 2, 2008; Case of Tristan Donoso v. Panama. Judgment of d@nuar
2009; Case of Rios et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of January 28, 2009; Case of Perozo et al. v. \éerdemlgenent of January 28, 2009; Case
of Usén Ramirez v. Venezuela. Judgment of November 20, 2009; Case of Manuel Cepeda Vargas v. Colombia. Judgment of MY, 26, 20
Case of Gomes Lund et al. v. Brazil. Judgment of November 24, 2010; Case of Fontevéedhida $8! 1 EAT 08 | OCAT OET Ag * O
November 29, 2011; Case of Gonzalez Medina and Family v. Dominican Republic. Judgment of February 27, 2012; Case of Vélegdres
and Family v. Colombia. Judgment of September 3, 2012; Case of Uzcategui et al. ez\Vela. Judgment of September 3, 2012; Case of
Norin Catriméan et al. (leaders, members and activists of the Mapuche Indigenous People) v. Chile. Judgment of May 29, 284¢ ot
Granier et al. (Radio Caracas Television) v. Venezuela. Judgment of Jung@L5; Case of Lopez Lone et al. v. Honduras. Judgment of
October 5, 2015; Case of 1.V v. Bolivia. Judgment of November 30, 2016; Case of Lagos del Campo v. Peru. Judgment of Bu2fiki.3
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not only the issuance of harmless or welteceived expressions by public opinion is protected, but also those
expressions that clash, irritate, or disturb public officials or any sector of the population. Likewise, the Court
reiterated that the use of the criminal sanctionfor disseminating news of public interest could produce, directly

or indirectly, a chilling effect that, in short, would limit freedom of expression and prevent public conduct of
interest from being publicly scrutinized, thus weakening public control over thepowers of the State, with
noticeable damageto democratic pluralism.

2) Precautionary Measures

15.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur has worked, withits mandate, with the IACHR Protection Group
with regard to recommendations onthe adoption of precautionary measures in the areaof freedom of
expression. In this regard, the IACHR has requested on multiple occasions that OAS Member States adopt
precautionary measures to protectthe right to freedom of expression.

16. During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur collaborated in the study of 14 requests for
precautionary measures, among which were granted the extension of measures CM 88 (Nicaragua) Lucia
PinedaUbauand her family nucleus,on February 11; MC75-19 (Honduras) JoséDavid Ellner Romero,on March
21; MC 25019 (Venezuela), on March 29; MC 10258 (Cuba), April 4, and MC 3999 (Nicaragua) Sergio
Warren Le6nCorreaand membersof his family (GeneralDirector of O, #AI O O A d ip t@efALiténémousRegion
of the SouthCaribbean),on Junel5. Onthe other hand,in May,the IACHRpresentedto the Inter-AmericanCourt
arequestfor provisional measuresof protection for 17 personsdeprived of liberty atextremerisk in Nicaragua.
Among the beneficiaries were the Director and the Head of Press@&nal 100% Miguel Mora and Lucia Pineda
Ubau, respectively. Said request was granted by the Int&merican Court on May 212019.

17. The granting of the precautionary measures does not constitute a prejudgment on the merits in
question.Rather, these measureare adopted out of a needto avert grave, imminent,and irremediable harm to
one of the rights protected in the American Convernin of Human Rights, or to maintain jurisdiction in the case
and so the subject of the action does ndisappear.

3) Public Hearings
18.  ThelACHRreceivedvarious requestsfor hearingsand working meetingson matters involving freedom
of expression during its most recent periods of sessions. The Office the Special Rapporteur participates
actively in the hearings on freedom of expression, preparing the reports and handling the corresponding
interventions and follow -up.

19. Below is a summary of the hearings in which the Office of the Special Rapporteur participated during
2019:

State / Region

Regional

Mexico

Venezuela

Nicaragua

Period of Sessions

171 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

171 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

171 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

171 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

Tittle of the hearing

Hearing: Maintenance and
upkeep of sites, memaorials,
archives, museums, and
remembrance spaces in the
region

Hearing: Constitutional reform
in Mexico

Hearing: General human rights
situation in Venezuela

Hearing: General human rights
situation in Nicaragua

Date/ Place

13 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

13 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

13 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

14 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia



Regional

Cuba

Regional

United States

Venezuela

Venezuela

Cuba

Brazil

Colombia

Guatemala

Cuba

171 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
HumanRights

171 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

172 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

Ex-Officio Hearing: Good
Practices on Prevention,
Investigation and Protection of
Human Rights Defenders in the
Region

Hearing: Constitutional Reform
and Human Rights in Cuba.

Hearing: Human rights,
development, and
freedom of association.

Hearing: Criminalization of
human rights defenders of
indigenous peoples and the
extractive industry in the
United States.

Hearing RFOE: Freedom of
Expression in Venezuela.

Hearing: Political crisis, the
National Assembly, and justice
in Venezuela

Hearing: Complaints of
criminalization of social
activists andjournalists in Cuba

Hearing: Criminal System and
violations allegations of the
rights of African descendant
people in Brazil

Hearing: Special Jurisdiction for
Peace in
Colombia

Hearing: Complaints of threats
to judicial independence in
Guatemala

Hearing: Serious Human Rights
Violations in Cuba

15 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

15 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

May 8, Kingston
Jamaica

May 9, Kingston
Jamaica

May 9, Kingston
Jamaica

May 9, Kingston
Jamaica

9 de Mayo,
Kingston Jamaica

May 9,Kingston
Jamaica

May 9, Kingston
Jamaica

May 10, Kingston
Jamaica

September 23rd,
2019,
Washington D.C.
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Regional

Venezuela

Nicaragua

Honduras

Colombia

El Salvador

Mexico

Regional

Brazil

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

173 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

Hearing: Violence and Security
in the Context of the Social
Protests in Haiti

Hearing: Limitations on Access
to Asylum and

Refuge in the United States for
Citizens of the Northern
Triangle Countries

Hearing: Political Persecution
in Venezuela

Ex-Officio Hearing:
Implementation of Protective
Precautionary Measures in
Favor of Independent
Journalists in Nicaragua

Hearing: Violence andSecurity
in the context of social protests
in Honduras

Hearing: Threats Against and
Murders of Social Leaders in
Colombia

Hearing: Right to Truth and
Historical Impunity in the
Context of the Internal Armed
Conflict in El Salvador

Hearing RFOE: Judicial
protection of victims of
terrorist acts inspired by hate
speech

Hearing: Misuse of Criminal
Justice Systems to Retaliate
Against Environmental Human
Rights Defenders

Hearing: Social Participation
and Control in Human Rights
Policies in Brazil

September 23rd,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 24th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 25th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 25th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 25th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 25th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 26th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 26th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 27th,
2019,
Washington D.C.

September 27th,
2019,
Washington D.C.
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Nicaragua

Nicaragua

Uruguay

El Salvador

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
HumanRights

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

174 Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American
Commission on
Human Rights

Hearing: Amnesty Law in
Nicaragua

Hearing: Challenges to the
autonomy and independence of
the judicial system in Nicaragua

Hearing: Challenges in the
search for truth and justice in
Uruguay

Hearing: Violence and citizen
security in El Salvador

Hearing: Human rights
situation in the context of social
protests in Chile

Hearing: Torture, extrajudicial
execution, and gross human
rights violence due toState
repression in Venezuela

Hearing: Human rights
violations of defenders in
Guatemala

Hearing: Freedom of
expression and access to
information in criminal trials in
Colombia

4) Seminars and workshops with strategic actors in the region

20. Seminars, workshops, and training are a critical tool the Office of the Special Rapporteur uses to

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

November 11,
2019
Quito, Ecuador

promote the Inter-American system for the protection of human rights and the right to freedom of expression.
In the last twenty two (22) years,the Office ofthe Special Rapporteur has organized seminars throughout the
region, in many cases with the cooperation of universities, government institutions, and nongovernmental
organizations.

21.  Hundreds of journalists, attorneys, members of the Public Prosecutor's @f, university professors,
judges, and journalism, and law students among others, have attend#e: training sessions. These are offered
by staff members of the Office of the Special Rapporteur both in country capitals and in more remote regions
where there is often no accesdo information onthe guaranteesthat canbe soughtto protect the right to freedom
of thought andexpression.

22.  The meetings with those involved open the door for more people to be able to use the Intdmerican
human rights system to present their problems and complaints. The seminars also enable ttdfice of the
SpecialRapporteur to expandits network of contacts. In addition, the workshops and working meetings have

12



allowed the Office of the Special Rapporteur to work closely with strategic actors to advance the application of
international standards in domestic legal systems.

23.  The following is asummary ofthe principal seminars and workshops held by the Office dhe Special
Rapporteur during 2019.

Date / Place

January 30, 2019,
San Jose, Costa
Rica

University of Costa
Rica

January 30, 2019,
San Jose, Costa
Rica

University of Costa
Rica

14 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

14 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

Event

Workshop:
Update of the
hemispheric
agenda on
Internet and
digital rights:
The
phenomenon of
misinformation
in electoral
contexts.

Regional
Conference:

O- EOET A
in the digital age
and its impact on
freedom of
expression and
electoral

DOil AAOOA

Public
Consultation on
the right to
protest

Regional
Conversation:
Right of Access
to Information:
progress and
perspectives

Organizers

Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression
of the IACHR

With the support of the
University of Costa Rica

IACHR RFOE

Observacom

Article19

Proledi

Article 19 Brazil

Foundation Construir
DPLF

Konrad Adenauer
Stiftung

Summary

The Office of the SpecialRapporteur for

Freedom of Expression held an exper
consultation  with  civil  society

organizations on  freedom  of
expression inthe digital age.

This meeting was held at the facilities
of the University of Costa Rica anc
aimed to serve as a forum for the
exchange of information regarding the
proposal being made by the Office o
the Special Rapporteur to fulfill the
mandate assigned to it bythe OAS
General Assembly in its 48th. Period o
Session, Resolution AG/RES. 292
(XLVII-O/18), which consists of
coordinating the preparation of aguide
of recommendations to address the
problem of deliberate misinformation
in electoral contexts.

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
held a regional conferencein which the
Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated as a speaker. This
conference was held togethe with
Observacom, Art. 19 Mexico ant
Proledi of the University of Costa Rice
and had a panel of experts ant
representatives of civil society from
Central America and Mexico where the
topic of misinformation in the digital
era and its impact on freedom of
expressionandelectoral processesvas
discussed.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was
invited to participate in this public
consultation to present hisgeneral
considerations and impressions on the
outcome of it.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza
participated as a speaker in the
discussion within the panel: Access tc
Public Information in Latin America:
Status of Situation, Good Practices, an
Challenges and was responsible fo
presenting the Inter-American Model
Law on Accas to Public Information
and IACHR standards in the field.
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15 February 2019
Sucre, Bolivia

18 February
Mexico City

26 February 2019
Washington D.C.

27 February 2019
Washington D.C.

February 28, 2019,
Bogota Colombia

Event: Situation
of Situation of
Freedom of
Expression in
Latin America:
Challenges and
set backs

International
Meeting of
Human Rights
Defenders and
Journalists: To
Defend is not
forgetting.

Session: Global
State ofthe Press
Freedom-
Venezuela

(Video
conference)

Event

Can the use of
social networks
be regulated?
A. (Video
conference)

O#1 111 AE
Constitutional
Court Hearing on
Social Networks
and Freedom of
Expression.

Foundation

Observatory of Human

Rights andJustice

Konrad Adenauer

Stiftung z Rule of Law

Program for Latin
America

CMDPDH Mexican
Commission for the

Defense and Promotion

of Human Rights.

Subcommittee on
International Human

Rights of the Standing
Committee on Foreign

Affairs and
International
Development of the

House of Commons of

Canada.

Law School
Universidad de los
Andes- Bogot4,
Colombia

Colombian
Constitutional Court

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated as a speaker at this even
and presentedthe guiding principles of
Freedom ofExpression.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited to participate in this meetingas
a panelig in the keynote conference
that aimed to addressthe situation of
human rights  defenders  and
journalists belonging to indigenous
peoples who have been forcibly
displaced for their journalistic

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
appeared as awitness before the
International Human Rights
Subcommittee  of the Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs and
International Development of the
House of Commons ofanada.

In that session, the Rapporteur
presented information regarding the
serious situation of Freedom of
Expression facing Venezuela and th
monitoring work that the Office of the

Special  Rapporteur has  beer
developing on this issue.
Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:

participated via video conference from
Washington D.C.

In this event, he presented the work
that the Office of the Specia
Rapporteur has been developing wh
respect to the issue of how the use c
social networks and the Internet
should be regulated and their impact
on Freedom of Expression.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
present during the hearing in the
Constitutional Court of Colombia on
the topic of social networks and
freedom of expression, which
addressed issues such as how fe
should freedom of expression reach in
social networks, taking into account
that they are platforms for practices
such as injury, slander, phishing, anc
spreading fake news, among others.
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March 1, 2019,
Bogota Colombia

6 March 2019
Washington D.C.

7 March 2019
Washington D.C.

7 March 2019
Washington D.C.

Talk on freedom
of expression in
the inter-
American sphere

Photo Exhibition

Open meeting
Media and
Democracy in the
Americas

Closed
discussion table:
National
Protection
Mechanisms,
exchange of
experiences and
lessons learned.

Colombian
Constitutional Court.

Fundamedios
IACHR RFOE
Embassy and

Permanent Mission of
Ecuador to the OAS

Fundamedios

Inter -American
Dialogue

IACHR RFOE

IACHR RFOE

Inter-American
Dialogue

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
delivered a training and preparation
talk to the staff of the Colombian
Constitutional Court on the subject of
Freedom of expression in the inter
American sphere.

On March 6 2019, a photographic
exhibition of the Ecuadorian
photojournalist Paul Rivas, who was
one of the three journalists of El
Comercio killed on the Ecuadorian
Colombo border in April 2018, was
held at the IACHR's premises, whicl
resulted in the creaion of the Special
Monitoring Teamfor the precautionary
measuresgranted for their protection
ESE

The SpecialRapporteur, Edison Lanza
participated during the inauguration of
the event Media and Democracy ithe
Americasl|.

During this same event he also
participated as a_panelist in the
OAci AT O O4EA OOA

protection mechanisms forr T O O1 A

This activity carried out by the Office of
the Special Rapporteur wasattended
by the Special Rapporteur Edisor
Lanza and Melissa Cabrera,
consultant for RFOE, to present the
recommendations and  standards
produced by the office in relation to
protection of journalists and the
obligations of prevention, protection,
and prosecution.

This activity was attended by the
Director of the mechanism to protect
journalists in  Colombia, Pablo
Gonzalez, who explained the operatior
of the mechanism and implementation
of measures to protect journalists in
Colombia. Civil society organizations
such as CPJ, FLIP, Article 19 Mexic
Trade Union of Journalists of Paragua

among other organizations and
academics for the protection of
journalists also participated in an

information exchange exercise.
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8 March 2019
Washington D.C.

13 March 2019
Mexico City

13 March 2019
Mexico City

Presentation of
the thematic
report "Women
journalists and
freedom of
expression.
Discrimination
and gender
based violence
against women
journalists for
the exercise of
their profession

Workshop with
Civil Society
Organizations

and Journalists of

Cuba

Presentation of

IACHR RFOE

George Washington

University - Law

Participants

Edison Lanza,
Rapporteur for

Freedom of Expression

Antonia Urrejola -
Commissioner

Rapporteur Country

Cuba

Tatiana Teubner-
RFOE

IWPR

Melissa Cabrera RFOE

Journalists and

organizations of Cuban

civil society

IWPR
Participation:

The Office of the SpecialRapporteur for

Freedom of Expressionof the Inter-

American Commission on Humar
Rights (IACHR) presented théhematic

report "Women journalists and

freedom of expression. Discrimination
and gender-based violence against
women journalists for the exercise of
their profession”

In the framework of the presentation of

this report, three discussion panels
were developed

Panel |- Journalist Security: A gender
perspective

Panel Il- The digital environment and
the special risks for women journalists
Panel Ill- Recommendations for the
prevention of violence and
discrimination against women
journalists

The lawyer of the Office of the Specie
Rapporteur, Tatiana Teubner,
imparted a closed workshop for
journalists and civil society in Cuba, tc
inform about the findings of the report

made by the Office of the Specie
Rapporteur in which it analyzes the
situation on freedom of expression in
Cuba through the standards of Inter
American System and from that, offers
recommendations to the State that
contribute to the effective enforcement
of this right in the country.

The workshop also allowed to hear
experiences of Cuban journalists, whc
have used the mechanisms of the
IACHR, such as public hearings an
precautionary measures and provided
the opportunity for the office to know
first-hand the most recent challenges
and obstacles that they have
confronted to exercise their right to
freedom of expression in the country.

The Office of the SpecialRapporteur for
Freedom of Expressionof the Inter-

American Commission on Humar
Rights (IACHR) presented in Mexicc
City the special report on the situation
of freedom of expression in Cuba. Thi

the special David Kaye- United
report of the Nations Freedom of
IﬁCH_R R_FOEfon Expression Rapporteur
the situation o ia vi

(via videoconference) event was convened in conjunction

freedom of . .

expression in Antonia Urrejola - with the IWPR organization and was

Cuba. Commissioner, Country - attended by prominent membersof the
Rapporteur independent media of Cuba, as well a
Edison Lanza, Special representatives of civil society
Rapporteur IACHR organizations working to promote the
RFOE right to freedom of expression in the

mentioned country.
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15 March 2019
Mexico City

19 March 2019

Palais des Nations
Geneva,
Switzerland

28 March 2019,
Bogota Colombia

March 29,
Cartagena
Colombia

Event: Social
networks and
democracy:
between
regulation and
freedom of
expression.

Human Rights
Council - 40th
Session

Event: Human
rights abuses in
Venezuela

Inter -American
Standards and
national
legislation
workshop on
access to
environmental
information in
the context of
extractive
industries

Mid-year
meeting

IAPA Inter-
American Press
Society

Institute for democracy
and electoral assistance
- IDEA

Freedom House

U.S. Mission in Geneva
United Nations
Canada

UK

Germany

Other allies

IACHR RFOE

University of the Andes

MASP- Legal
Environment and
Public Health Clinic

Network for the rights
of access, information,
participation, and
justice in
environmental matters

Inter -American Press
Society IAPA

The Rapporteur Edison Lanza
participated as a speaker inthe event
social networks and democracywithin
the working table "betweenregulation
and freedom ofexpression"

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated as a panelist at the
meeting held atthe Palaisde Nationsin
Geneva to address the issue of huma
rights abuses invVenezuela.

After that sessionthe ERwasinvited to
participate as a speaker atthe press
conference on the saméopic.

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
conducted the Inter -American
Standards and National Legislation
Workshop on access to environmenta
information in the context of extractive
industries - Colombia. This workshop
was aimed at officials, representatives
of civil society and other relevant
actors; and aimed to dissemina the
inter-American standards regarding
access to public information applied to
environmental information in the
context of the reinforced protection
that the inter-American instruments
grant to this fundamentalright.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited by the IAPAto participate in the
public act of acknowledgment of
international responsibility (State of
Colombia) in the framework of the
Carvajal vs. Colombigase.
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Mexico City,
Mexico

23, 24 April, UNAM

Mexico City,
Mexico

25 April, UNAM

Mexico City,
Mexico

April 25th

Congress of the
State of Mexico

Panel of Experts

on
Misinformation
in Electoral
Contexts

INE event
internet and
social networks
in electoral
contexts.

Presentation of
the Special
Report of the
RFOE "Women
Journalists and
Freedom of
Expression,
Discrimination
and gender
based violence
against women
journalists in the
exercise of their
profession”

Office of the Special

Rapporteur for

Freedom of Expression

of the IACHR

National Electoral

Institute of Mexico, INE

UNAM

National Electoral

Institute of Mexico, INE

Congress of the State of

Mexico

The Office of the SpecialRapporteur for
Freedom of Expressionof the IACHR
carried out a panel made up of 28
experts on Disinformation in electoral
contexts.

This panel aimed to promote a
multidisciplinary and multisectoral
debate to address the issue o
misinformation in the digital era and
the challenges that the phenomenor
presents for electoral processes.

Thematic axes related to the causes
impacts and responses to the
phenomenon of misinformation and
elections in the hemisphere were
analyzed, with the objective of making
contributions for the elaboration ofthe
"Practical guide of recommendations
to guarantee freedom of expression,
access to information from various
sources on the Internet during the
development of electoral processes
without undue interference" in
compliance  with the mandate
requested to this office by theDAS.

The Special Rapporteur, Edison Lanz
was invited to participate as an expert
speaker at the panel organized by the
INE, "The impact of the internet and
socialnetworks on political culture and

political - electoral behavior”

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
presented in the Senate of thRepublic
the Specialreport of the RFOE'Women
Journalistsand Freedomof Expression,
Discrimination and genderbased
violence against women journalists in
the exercise of their profession" in
coordination  with the Equality
Commission of Gender and the Huma
Rights Commission
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May 3, 2019

San Jose, Costa
Rica

Inter -American
Court of Human
Rights,

Mexico City
May 14 - 16 2019

Lima, Peru
May 20-22, 2019

Regional
celebration of
World Press
Freedom Day.

Facebook
Oversight Board

Training Course
Freedom of
Expression and
Access to
Information at
the Academy of
the Magistracy of
Peru

Meetings with
civil society and
journalists

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression
of the IACHR

UNESCO

The Inter-American
Court of Human Rights

Facebook

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression
of the IACHR

UNESCO

The Special Rapporteur, Edison Lanz
participated as an organizer and
panelist in the international
celebration of World Press Freedom
Day in Latin America.

During the celebration, a series ol
panels open to the public were
developed at the headquarters of the
Inter-American  Court, with the
participation of renowned journalists,
jurists, and international activists.

Topics such as the operation of the
Internet and its impact on the right to
seek, receive, and disseminatt
information were addressedduring the
presentations

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited to participate in the Facebook
Oversight Event, where the current
plans for the conformation of the
Facebook Oversight Board were
discussed.

In this event, issues such as decisier
making regarding what content
violates or not the Facebook
community norms and how those
decisions ultimately affect the global
policy development process were
addressed.

Similarly, group conversations and
activities were conducted, specially
designed to request contributions on
the structure, objectives, and design of
the Oversight board.

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
participated together with UNESCC
andthe Universidadde los Andesin the
training course for Judges in Peru
Attorney Cecilia La Hoz presented the
session onthe inter-American system
and standards of freedom of
expression.

In addition, the lawyer held meetings
with members of civil society and
journalists in order to monitor priority
issues and current issues regardinthe
right to freedom of expression inPeru.
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Panama City,
Panama

22-24 May 2019

Tunisia, Tunisia
June 12, 2019

Tunisia, Tunisia
June 13, 2019

Lima, Peru
17 June 2019

Lima, Peru
18 June 2019

20-21 June 2019

Buenos Aires,
Argentina

Workshop
Community
Content-
Facebook Latin
America

Rightscon 2019

Rightscon 2019

Meeting with
SCO Peru

Talk

Should crimes
against honor be
decriminalized in
Peru?

Defending the
Integrity of the
Latin American
Information
Space

Facebook

Regional Office of the
United Nations
Development Program
(UNDP)

Article 19

Avrticle 19

RFOE

Pacific University

RFOE

Pacific University

Forum

Cadal

National Endowment
for Democracy

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
participated in the Workshop for
Community Content of Facebook fol
civil society and defenders of Centra
America, and international

organizations with a presence in the
region.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited by the organization Article 19
Brazil to participate as speaker of the
Panel: 7EAQ} xAT 60QqsO! -
Brazilian elections? Held during the
framework of the Righstcon 2019
human rights convention in Tunisia.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited by the organization Article 19
to participate as a panel member;
Returning protest to the people: 4
campaign to destigmatize protesters
carried out during the framework of
the Righstcon 2019 human rights
convention in Tunisia.

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
convened a meeting with members o
civil society and journalists from Peru
with the aim of providing a space to
share information on priority issues
and current issues regarding the right
to freedom of expression in Peru. The
meeting also served as a forum tc
advance the implementation of inter
American standards in the country
through the discussion of joint
strategies and the wuse of the
mechanisms of the system.

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
and the University of the Pacific
convened the Talk: Should crimes
against honor be decriminalized in
Peru?

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
participated in the event Defendinghe
Integrity of the Information Space in
LAC together with more than 15
organizations specializedin freedom of
expression and digital rights in the
region. During the event, the project
coordinator Melissa Cabrera,
presented the current process of
developing the guide to address online
misinformation in electoral contexts
and participated in discussions on
regional priorities in the field.
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Monday, 24 June
2019

Geneva,
Switzerland

Wednesday, 26
June 2019

Medellin, Colombia

Wednesday, 26
June 2019

Medellin, Colombia

Presentation of
the Report on
Freedom of
Expression in
Cuba

Presentation of
Progress ofthe
0" 6EAA O
address online
Misinformation

in electoral

AT 1T O0AB0OO
48th OAS
General
Assembly

Presentation of
Progress ofthe
0" 6EAA O
address online
Misinformation

in electoral

AT 6A@0OO
48th OAS
General
Assembly

41st United Nations

Human RightsCouncil

United Nations Special

Rapporteur for
Freedom of Opinion
and Expression

IWPR

CPJ

RFOE

Secretariat for
Strengthening
Demaocracy, OAS

CEJIL

WOLA

FLIP

IACHR

Office of the United
Nations High
Commissioner for
Human Rights in
Colombia

The Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz
and the Special Rapporteur for the
promotion and protection of the rights
to Freedom of opinion and expression
of the UN, David Kge, presented the
Report on Freedom of Expression ir
Cuba at the Palais des Nations. Tt
Panel was also made up o
representatives from IWPR, CPJ an
three Cuban activists who traveled
from the island and from Miami: Hugo
Landa, Luis Manuel Alcantara, an
Maikel Gonzalez.

The Office of theSpecial Rapporteur
organized a parallel event to the OA!
General Assembly to present the
progress in the guide for online
misinformation in electoral contexts
that is being developed based on the
mandate given by the OAS Gener:
Assembly in 2018.

The pand consisted of the National
Electoral Institute of Mexico,Facebook,
the Secretariat for Strengthening
Democracy of theOAS,and the Green
Lantern organization.

The audience, consisting of permanen
missionsand observersto the OAShad
the opportunity to ask questions and
provide comments based on the
experience of their countries and the
needs that have been identified in this
topic.

Rapporteur Edison Lanza was invited
to participate in the Defenders Under
Attack event within the framework of
the OAS General Assembly in Medelli
The Rapporteur shared with the
audience the work carried out by the
Office ofthe Special Rapporteur on the
protection of journalists and defenders
through the protection mechanisms
and reiterated in this regard the
obligations of the States.The panelwas
accompanied by Cecilia Lozanc
Mapiripan leader, Isabel Zuletaof Rios
Vivos Movement, Sebastian Escobarf (
CAJAR, and Paulo Abrao, Secretary
the IACHR

21



Monday 8 July
2019

New York, United
States

Tuesday 9 July
2019

New York, United
States

July 9th, 2019
Washington D.C.

10 July 2019
London, England

High Level
Meeting to
discussthe Role
of the Judicial
Sector in SDG16
Strengthening
the Rule of Law
and Human
Rights to achieve
Peaceful, Fair
and Inclusive
Societies

Closed Meeting
Strengthening
the Rule of Law
and Human
Rights to achieve
Peaceful, Fair
and Inclusive
Societies

Regulation and
Telecommunicati
ons Summit,
Freedom of
Expression,
Media, and Press:
Meeting of
Regulatory
Bodies of Latin
America

O- %$) !
FREEDOM
CONFERENCE
CTIP WO

Iberoamerican Judicial
Summit

UNESCO

UNDP

AIAMP

I/A Court

Iberoamerican Judicial
Summit

UNDP COMJIB

AIAMP
OAS

CITEL

CERTAL

Article 19

Centre for Lawand
Demaocracy,CLD

Global Campaigrior
Free Expression

The Project Coordinator Melissa
Cabrera participated in the highlevel
forum to advance SDG1¢
Strengthening the Rule of Law and
Human Rights to achievé?eaceful, Fair
and Inclusive Societies, held at the
United Nations headquarters in New
York.

This event aimed to present regional
justice systems as key actors for the
promotion of peace, justice, and strong
institutions, and discuss future joint
activities.

The Project Coordinator Melissa
Cabrera attended the closed meeting
following the Forum on Strengthening
the Rule of Law and Human Rightt
where issueswere discussedregarding
the next steps to be taken regarding
SDG 16 and potential donors for the
project.

The lawyer of the Office of the Special
Rapporteur Cecilia la Hoz was invitec
to participate in the Summit
Regulation and Telecommunications
Freedom of Expression, Media ant
Press where she was in charge of
presenting the situation of freedom of
expression in the region and the
challenges of this right in the next
decade, in accordance with the
provisions of the Joint Declaration of
the Twentieth Anniversary of the
Rapporteurs  for  Freedom of
Expressionof the OASUN,ACHPRand
OSCE.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated and signed together with
the United Nations Special Rapporteul
(UN) for Freedom of Opinion and
Expression, the Representative of the
Organization for  Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) fo
Freedom of Media, and the Specit
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expressior
and Access to Information of the
African Commission on Human ad
Peoples' Rights (ACHPR), at the launc
of the joint Declaration of the 20th

I £ %gDOAOOET 1T EI

22



11 July 2019
London, England

Monday 29 July
2019

El Salvador, San
Salvador

Monday 29 July
2019

El Salvador, San
Salvador

Tuesday, 30 July
2019

Mexico City,
Mexico

O- %$) !
FREEDOM
CONFERENCE
CTmpP WO

Inauguration V
edition of the
diploma:

O AT AOAI
of political
systems and
public

i AT ACAEFA
ECADE

Lunch

Inter-American
Standards and
national
legislation
workshop on
access to
environmental
information in
the context of
extractive
industries

UK Government

Canada Government

Salvadoran Foundation
for Economic and Social

Development-
FUSADES

ECADE Central

American Schoobf

Government and
Democracy

Hanns Seidel
Foundation

Salvadoran Foundation
for Economic and Social

Development-
FUSADES

ECADE Central

American School of

Government and
Democracy

Hanns Seidel
Foundation

Netherlands Institute

for Multiparty
Democracy

IACHR RFOE

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was
invited to participate as a panelist in
the event in the following panels:
Delegation Leaders Dinner

Navigating misinformation organized
by the Government ofCanada.

Safety of Women Journalists

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited by the Salvadoran Foundation
for Economic and Social Developmen
to participate in the Inauguration of
the fifth edition of the diploma
"General aspects of political system:
and public management” held at the
Central American School of
Government and Democracy in theity
of El Salvador where he was in charg
of giving the keynote conference
"Misinformation in times of social
networks" risk for democracy?

Rapporteur Edison Lanza was invited
to participate in a lunch to address
issues related to the state oFreedom
of expression in the region.

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
held the Inter-American Standardsand
National Legislation Workshop on
accesgo environmental information in
the context of extractive industries -
Mexico. This workshop was for
officials, representatives of civil
society, and other relevant actors; anc
aimed to disseminate the inter
American standards regarding acces:
to public information applied to
environmental information in the
context of the reinforced protection
that the inter-American instruments
grant to this fundamentalright.
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Tuesday, 20
August 2019
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras

Tuesday, 20
August 2019
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras

Wednesday, 21
August 2019
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras

Wednesday, 21
August 2019
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras

Wednesday, 21
August 2019
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras

Closed
Event

Closed
Event

Event:

Forum Violence
against
journalists
within the
framework of
covering social
protest.

Event: Dinner
with Women's
Human Rights
Organizations

Inter-American
Standards and
national
legislation
workshop on
access to
environmental
information in
the context of
extractive
industries

CLIBRE

Frente a Frente

C-Libre

Women's Civil Society
Organizations

IACHR RFOE

Institute of Access to
Public Information IAIP
Honduras

The Special Rapporteur attended e
dinner organizedby C-Libre which was

attendedby around 80 peoplelinked to

the fight for freedom of expression in
the country, including journalists, Civil
Society Organizations in the field of
Freedom of Expression, and Déctors

of media.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited to participate in the television

program conducted by thejournalist

Renato Alvarez Frente a Frente where
he spoke about the situation of
Freedom of Expression in the
Hemisphere, during which the

program also participated in the
debate table journalists from
Honduras and the GLibre

Organization

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was
invited to participate asin the Violence
against journalists forum in the

framework of the covering social
protest, within which hewas in charge
I £#/ CEOET C A EAUTI
obligations of the states in relation to

journalists covering social protest
situations 6 8
Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:

attended a dinner organized by
different Women's Organizations to
discuss issues of access an
dissemination of information
regarding issues concerning women's
rights and freedom of expression in
Honduras.

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
held the Inter-American Standardsand
National Legislation Workshop on
accesgo environmental information in
the context of extractive industries -
Honduras. This workshop was for
officials, representatives of civil
society, and other relevant actors; anc
aimed to disseminate the inter
American standards regarding acces!
to public information applied to
environmental information in the
context of the reinforced protection
that the inter-American instruments
grant to this fundamentalright.

24



Friday 23 August
2019
Tegucigalpa,
Honduras

Monday, 26 August
2019

Buenos Aires,
Argentina

Tuesday 10
September 2019

Sao Paulo, Brazil

Tuesday 17
September, Mexico
City

Thursday 19
September 2019,
Buenos Aires,
Argentina

Saturday,
September 21,
2019, Washington
D.C.

Talk with
Honduran
journalists

|'|'|~E..- b
0 mr
—

*0 O
-2 >
n
vie

>o -

Seminar on
intermediary
responsibility
and freedom of
expression:

Training diploma
in the Inter-
American Human
Rights system
O( AAOT O
3AI OAEIT

Celebration of
the tenth
anniversary of
the Center for
Studies on
Freedom of
Expression and
Access to
Information

Expert Dialogue
on Secularism
and Religious
Freedom

C-Libre

Center for Global
Impact

International
Republican Institute

Brazilian Institute of
Consumer Defense
IDEC

UNAM Legal Research

Institute

IACHR

UNAM General
Advocacy Office

IDH Court

CELE

University of Palermo

IACHR

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza
attended a talk attended by around 35
journalists, this space was ar
opportunity  for journalists from

different statesof the region to present
their cases and discuss theil
experience regarding the challenges
they face during the exercise of their
profession in thecountry.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited by the International Republican
Institute to participate as a panelist in
the launch of the Cybersecurity
Campaign in Argentina within the
Panel:

Why is cybersecurity important for the

Argentine elections?

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited by the Brazilian Institute of
Consumer Defense IDEC to participat
as a panelist in the Seminar or
intermediary  responsibility  and
freedom of expression in Sao Paulc
Brazil.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated in the training diploma in

the Inter-American Human Rights
system "Hector Fix Samudio 2019" in
which he wasin charge of giving the
class on "Violence against journalists
and media"

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated in the celebration of the
tenth anniversary of the Center for
Studies on Freedom of Expression ani
Access to Information, in which he
delivered the keynote lecture:
"Perspectives on freedom of
expression in Latin America."

The Special Rapporteur participated in
the Dialogue of Experts on Secularisn
and Religious Freedom event
organized by the IACHR duringhe173
Period of Sessions.
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Monday,
September 23,
2019, Washington
D.C.

September 25-27,
2019, Lima, Peru

September 25-27,
2019, Washington
D.C.

2 de octubre de
2019, Washington
D.C.

October 4, 2019,
Aguascalientes,
Mexico

October 6, 2019,
Miami United
States

Event: Victims of
the Dictatorship
in Venezuela

Training course
for trainers for
Directors and
Directors of
Schools ofPublic
Ministries of
Latin America

International
Course on Public
Policies in
human rights of
the IPPDH.

Course on the
Inter -American
System for the
Protection of
Human Rights
for agents of the
State, IACHR
IIDH

XXVI
International
Law Workshop.

75th General
Assembly of the
Inter -American
Press Society

Freedom House

Defend Venezuela

A world without gag

Criminal Forum

UNESCO

The Office of the

Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression

IACHR- IPPDH

-Robert F. Kennedy

Human Rights

-Washington College of

Law, American
University

Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Mexico

PanAmerican
University of
Aguascalientes

Inter-American Press

Society

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited to participate in the Victims of
the Dictatorship event in Venezuela
organized by different organizations of
Human Ridits Defenders of the
mentioned country. The Rapporteur
wasin chargeof presentingthe Threats
to Freedom of Expression segment ir
Venezuela.

The lawyer, CeciliaLaHoz,participated
as a speaker in the course in order tc
raise awareness of the standards,
jurisprudence andwork of the Office of
the Special Rapporteur in relation to
violence against freedom of expressior
and the role of the judiciary to counter
it and fight impunity

On September 25 and 27, ir
Washington-DC, Tatiana Guastiawyer
of the RFOE, gavthe workshop on the
right of access to information in the
Inter-American System of Humar
Rights, to the participants of the
International Public Policy Course in
human rights ofthe IPPDH.

The lawyers Tatiana Teubner and
CeciliaLaHoz,participated asspeakers
in the course in order to publicize the
mandate of the Office of the Specic
Rapporteur, its creation, its functions
and work methodology. They alsa
presented the situation of freedom of
expression in the region, the work

areas of the Office of th Special
Rapporteur and the challenges of this
right in the future.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanzavas
invited to give a talk on Freedom of
Expression and Violent Extremism in
the framework of the International

Law Workshop offered bythe Ministry

of Foreign Affairs of Mexico and
organized by the Pan Americar
University of AguasCalientes.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated in the 75th General
Assembly of the InterAmerican Press
Association within the panel, Freedom
of Expressionand Violent Extremismin

International Law
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2-4 October 2019,
Panama

1 November 2019,

Caracas Venezuela

November 2, 2019,
Caracas Venezuela

UNESCO
Regional Forum
of Allies for Latin
America and the
Caribbean

Conference:

Media and
Freedom of
Expression in
Venezuela

Workshops:

Protection
Mechanisms of
the Inter-
American Human
Rights System to
exercise freedom
of expression in
Venezuela.

UNESCO

RFOE- IACHR

Embassy of the United
Kingdom in Caracas

Public space

RFOE- IACHR

Embassy of the United
Kingdom in Caracas

Public space

The Project Coordinator Melissa
Cabrera participated in the Plenary
0AT Al 0! ARRAGO Oi
&OAAATIT T A& %IDOAC(
Forum that brought together more
than 300 UNESCO allies in the regior
The presentation focused on the
challengesfor freedom of expressionin
the digital age.

On the occasion ofthe international
dayagainstimpunity for crimesagainst
journalists, the Office of the Special
Rapporteur  organized this in
coordination with the Public Space
Foundation, the Media and Freedom
Conference (Creativity, Innovation and
communication tools) in Caracas,
Venezuela.

More than 70 journalists from all
regions of the country attended, who
were able to access and participate
interactively in different panels and
activities focused on addressing the
problem of the exercise of journalism
in Venezuela according to the curren
context of the country showing the
challenges and opportunities

presented to carry out thesame.

The Office of the SpecialRapporteur for
Freedom of Expression organized, ir
coordination with the Public Space
Foundation, two workshops attended
by more than 75 Venezuelan
journalists from different regions of
the country and Civil Society
Organizations of Venezuela focused o
defending Freedom ofExpression.

These workshops aimed to provide
tools and inform these groups on how
to access and usethe different

protection mechanismsby dynamically

offering them various materials and
information that allow them to exercise
journalism more safely.
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7 November 2019
Quito, Ecuador

10 November 2019

Mexico City

13th November
Quito, Ecuador

14 November 2019

Panama City

Forum of the
Inter -American
Human Rights
System

Panel: Impunity
as a factor of
violence against
journalists and
media workers.
Proposals for the
use of the SDG
16.10 indicator
reporting system

RFOE AWARD
2019

Colpin 2019

Workshop on
protection of
communication
workers in
Ecuador

XIV Inter-
American
Meeting of
Electoral
Authorities

Voices of the South

IACHR

OAS

Inter-American Court
of

Human rights

IPYS- COLPIN

RFOE IACHR

Council for Regulatia,
Development and
Promotion of
Information and
Communication

Electoral Tribunal -
Panama

OAS- DECO

The Special Rapporteur for Freedornf

Expression of the IACHR, Edison Lanz
participated in the IACHR Forum in the
Impunity panel as a factor of violence
against journalists which aimed to
formulate proposals for the use of the

Sustainable Development Goa
Indicator Reporting System SDG 16.1!
that measure the level of press
freedom, access to informtdon and the

security of journalists, in order to be
used by the InterAmerican Human
Rights System in the reports ofthe

IACHR RFOE with the ultimate goal ¢
reducing impunity in crimes against
the press.

During the panel he also carried out ¢
comparative analysis of the national
mechanisms of journalists' security in
the region and of the common
solutions to the problem of violence
against the press.

Participants: Dr. Frank LaRue, in his
capacity as Former UN Rapporteur fol
Freedom of Expression, Fundamedios,
Voces del Sur and RFOE.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
traveled to Mexico City to present and
deliver the prize to the winners of the
second edition of the RFOE AWARL
ceremony that took place within the
framework of the Latin American
conference of investigative journalism
COLPIN 20109.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated as a speaker in the forum:
Freedom of expression, responsibility
and diversity in the face of new
communication scenarios; which had
the assistance and participation of
communication  workers, media,
unions, social organizations and
academic institutions.

This was a space for reflection on the
challenges that Ecuadorian society ha

with regard to the protection of
communication workers, as
fundamental actors to strengthen
democracy.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated in the XIV Inter-American
Meeting of Electoral Authorities,

organized by the Electoral Tribunal of
Panama and the Department o
Electoral Cooperation and Observatior
of the OAS within the Social Medi:
Laboratory Segment: Political
strategies in digital media.
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15 November 2019

21-22 November
2019 Bogota,
Colombia

25th November
Berlin, Germany

26th November
Berlin, Germany

26th November
Berlin, Germany

27th November
Berlin, Germany

Freedom of
Expression, Law
and Justice
conference

Event:

Digital Security
and Journalism
in Restrictive
Societies

Event

Internet
Governance
Forum - 14th
Annual Meeting
of the Internet
Governance
Forum - IGF

Event Facebook:

Encryption

Roundtable:
Panel: 5G, loT
and Zero Rating
Challenges for
Net Neutrality

Forum How to
deal with
terrorist content
and extreme
violence online

National Journalism
Council

RFOE IACHR

United Kingdom

FLIP Press Freedom
Foundation

Digital Rights

Facebook

FGV LawSchool

FGV Law School

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
delivered the conference Freedom of
Expression, Law and Justice organize
by the National Journalism Council ol
Panama.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza an
Project Manager Melissa Cabrer:
participated in Bogota's workshop on
Digital Security and Journalism in
Restrictive Societies: Protection tools
for the exercise of investigative
journalism in Venezuela Organizedby
RFOE: IACHR.

This workshop was attended by
journalists from several regions of
Venezuela and Colombian journalists
who participated in digital security
panels, among which the following
stand out: online violence against
women journalists dictated by Amalia
Toledo of the Karisma Foundation,
Introduction to Digital Security and
Digital Security workshop dictated by
Pablo Arcuri of Internews, inter
American standards related to
investigative journalism and digital
rights dictated by Luisa Isaza of FLIP
andsurveillance and blockadesin Latin
America dictated by Daniela Alvaradc
of IPYSVenezuela.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated in the IGF as a panelist ir
the forum organized by Digital Rights
on Technology and Surveillance ir
Latin America: Towards human rights
standards

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza wa
invited to participate in a closed
meeting organized by Facebook where
he was responsible for addressing the
issue of encryption threats and the
effect it has on freedom of expression.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated in the IGF as a panelist ir
the forum organizedby FGMaw school
on 5G, IoT and Zero Rating Challenge
for Net Neutrality.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:
participated in the IGF as a panelist ir
the forum How to address terrorist
content and extreme violence online.
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28th November Forum: FGV Law School Special Rapporteur Edison Lanz:

Berlin, Germany Community participated in the IGF as a panelist ir
Networks: Policy the forum organized by FGV law
and Regulations school: on Community Networks:

Policy and Regulations.

5) Working visits and meetings

24.  Below is a summary of the working visits and meetings carried out biyre Officeof the Special
Rapporteur in 2019:

Working visits

Country DLV Institution Description
Place

(OLS N[N 22 to 29 129 Regular Period Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression Ediso

January of Sessions I/A Lanza attendedthe 129 Regular Period of Sessions dhe
2019, San Court HR Inter-American Court related tothe alleged violation ofthe
José right to freedom of expression,political rights and freedom

of movement of Mr. Tulio Alvarez Ramos, for a crimina
proceedings against him due to the alleged commission ¢
the crime of aggravatedlefamation.

(ENEICIEIER 20 - 22 Office of the United The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom ol
May, Nations High Expressionmadean academicvisit to Guatemalato discuss
2019. Commissioner- issues regardingthe situation of freedom of expression in

Guatemala that country.

The following activities were carried out within the agenda
of the visit:

-Public launch of the joint OHCHRPDH report on human
rights defenders and journalists.

Quito, October IACHR Work Visitto The Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza was part of th
Ecuador 28 to 31, Ecuador IACHR delegation during the WorkVisit to Ecuador, to
2019 address the human rights situation in the context of the

protests.

During the visit, the Rapporteur attended three meetings
with journalists and representatives of different media
from all regions of the country, one of them in the company

of Commissioner Luis Ernest&/argas.

Similarly, the rapporteur had the opportunity to visit
several media directly affected during the protests such a
the newspaper "EI Comercio”, Radio Pichincha, an
Teleamazonas.

Finally, the Rapporteur met with authorities of the
Municipality of Quito and members of the forensic team o

legalmedicine.
Bolivia November Work visit of the The lawyer of the Office of the Special Rapporteur Tatian
22nd - IACHR to Bolivia Guasti traveled to Bolivia as aepresentative of the Office
25th in the IACHR delegation during this work visit that the

Commission carried out to address the serious situation o
human rights violations that had been occurring since the
beginning of the month of November in the mentioned
country.
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El Salvador

2-4
December
2019

Work Meeting s

Date/ Institution Description
Place

Press Freedom and SpecialRapporteur EdisonLanzamet with the Board of the

Country

Bolivia

Bolivia

171
Period of
Sessions
of the
Inter -
American
Commissi
on on
Human
Rights.

171
Period of
Sessions
of the
Inter -
American
Commissi
on on
Human
Rights.

Onssite visit of the
IACHR to El
Salvador

Expression
Monitoring and
Surveillance Unit in
Bolivia - ANP

Presentation
Thematic report of
the RFOE to the
IACHR

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression wa
part of the IACHR delegation during the ossite visit in El
Salvador to discuss issues regarding thesituation of
freedom of expression in that country.

The following activities were carried out within the agenda
of the visit:

Meeting organized and convened by the Office of th
Special Rapporteur attended by more than 30 Civil Societ
organizations on freedom of expression and journalists
from different regions of the country, to collect inputs and
get a current perspective on the situation of freedom o
expression and safety of journalists in El Salvador.

Similarly, Rapporteur Edison Lanza and Commissione
Antonia Urrejola held a meeting with the board of
commissioners of the Institute of Access to Information
where it was possible to obtain inputs regarding the
progress and projects the Institute has been carrying du
regarding access.

Finally, the Rapporteur met with authorities suchasthe DA
of Human Rights, and the President of the Suprem
Electoral Tribunal.

Finally, Rapporteur EdisonLanzaattended,in the company
of Commissioner Antonia Urrejola, multiple meetings with
state authorities, MFA, Attorney General's Officélinistry

of Defense, Supreme Court of Justice, Public Defend
among others. Similarly, visits to communities anc
different meetings with victims and civil society were
made.

ANP to discuss the situation of freedom of expression i
Bolivia.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza presented the report o
children and media of the RFOEduring the internal session
of the IACHR.
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Mexico

Mexico

Jamaica

Jamaica

Jamaica

171
Period of
Sessions
of the
Inter -
American
Commissi
on on
Human
Rights.

February
11, 2019

March
14th,
2019

March
14th,
2019

May 7,
2019
Kingston

May 7,
2019
Kingston

May 7,
2019
Kingston

Presentation of the
ESE Final Report to
the IACHR

IACHR RFOE

IACHR RFOE

172 Period of

Sessions of the
Inter -American
Commission on
Human Rights.

Article 19 Brazil and
other organizations

Meeting with the
Special Rapporteur
on the rights to
freedom of peaceful
assembly and of
association of the
UN, Mr. Clément

Work meeting:
Precautionary

measure David
Romero

172 Periodo de
Sesiones
Extraordinario de la
Comisién
Interamericana de

Derechos Humanos.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza presented in the intern:
session of the IACHR final report of the Special Folleup
Team to the precautionary measure 309/18 (ESE)

MelissaCabrera,a RFOEconsultant, met with more than 15
civil society organizations that make up the CSO Space
Mexico and work for the protection of human rights and
journalists in that country. The organizations presentedto
the IACHR / RFOE and the Swedish Cooperatiothe
challenges they identified for the next sexennial in relation
to freedom of expression and civispace.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza, together wittMelissa
Cabrera, a consultant for RFOE and Swedish Cooperatic
met with 7 Mexican journalists from different States,
currently beneficiaries of the protection mechanism of the
Protection Mechanism of that country. The journalists
presented to the SpecialRapporteur the challenges they
faced as journalists both in their home cities and in Mexict
City.

SpecialRapporteur EdisonLanzamet with the organization

Article 19 Brazil, Civil SocietyOrganizationson Freedom of

Expression of Brazil,the Conectas Organization, andhe

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceft
assembly and of associan of the UN , M. Clément Voule
to follow up and discuss issues of joint interest regarding
violations of freedom of expression in the context of public
protests.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the UN Speci
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembl
and of association, Mr. Clément Voule, to follow up an
discuss issues b joint interest regarding violations of
freedom of expression in the framework of public protests.

The SpecialRapporteur attended the working meeting held
by the IACHR, headed byhe Country Rapporteur, Joel
Hernandez, regarding the precautionary measure of Davil
Romero- Honduras
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Jamaica

Colombia

Geneva

Honduras

Honduras

Honduras

Honduras

May 9,
2019
Kingston

June 26,
2019,
Medellin

24 June
2019
Geneva

21 August
2019
Tegucigal
pa

23 August
2019
Tegucigal
pa

23 August
2019
Tegucigal
pa

23 August
2019
Tegucigal
pa

Meeting with
Jamaican Civil
Society
Organizations on
Freedom of
Expression

172 Period of
Sessions of the
Inter -American
Commission on
Human Rights.
48 OAS General
Assembly

Meeting and Press

Conference with
Nicaraguan
journalist Lucia
Pineda

Meeting with civil
society

41st United Nations

Human Rights
Councll

Meeting with the

Institute of Access to

Public Information

(IAIP) of Honduras

Meeting Secretariat

of Human Rights
Honduras

Meeting with Center

for Research and
Promotion of
Human Rights
CIPRODEH

Meeting with

Journalists Coalition

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Civil Societ
Organizations and Journalists from Jaaica and the
Caribbean to discuss and collect inputs regarding thi
situation of Freedom of Expression in the region.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the journalis
Lucia Pineda of 100% Noticias, after her release after
months detained since December 2018. The meeting we
followed the morning after a pressconferenceorganizedby
Race and Equality, with the paticipation of national and
international media.

The Special Rapporteur and Commissioner Joel Hernand:
held a meeting with 25 representatives of civilsociety
organizations in Geneva in which they presented the
greatest concerns regarding human rights and freedom ¢
expression in the region. The meeting was attended by
Cuban activists who traveled to the event of the launch ¢
the Report on freedom ofexpression in Cuba.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza attended a meeting wit
the Institute of Access to Public Information (IAIP) of
Honduras in which the following topics were discussed:

The renewal of the information reserve agreement of the
Ministry of Defense.

Reserve information on the financing of political parties.

Reserve decree of environmental
Environment.

information, My

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met witthe Secretary of
Human Rightsof Honduras Judge Karla Cuevas to discu
issues related to the serioussituation of Freedom of
Expression in Honduras.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Ariel Dia
Director of the Center for Research and’romotion of
Human Rights- CIPRODEH to discuss issues related to tt
case of the precautionary measure granted to Hondural
journalist David Ellner

Special Rapporteur EdisorLanza met with Dina Meza anc
other members of the Coalition of journalists, media anc
civil society organizations in Honduras to discuss issues ¢
specificcasesof journalists who have suffered violations to
their rights of free exercise ofjournalistic work, as well as
other issues that affect the exercise of Freedom ¢
Expression in thecountry.
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Brazil

Brazil

Mexico

United
States

United
States

United
States

United
States

United
States

United
States

Tuesday
10
Septembe
r 2019
Sao Paulo

Tuesday
10
Septembe
r 2019
Sao Paulo

Tuesday
17
Septembe
r, Mexico
City

Tuesday,
Septembe
r 24, 2019,
Washingto
nD.C.

Tuesday,
Septembe
r 24, 2019,
Washingto
nD.C.

Tuesday,
Septembe
r 24, 2019,
Washingto
nD.C.

Tuesday,
Septembe
r 24, 2019,
Washingto
nD.C.

Thursday,
Septembe
r 26,2019,
Washingto
nD.C.

Thursday,
Septembe
r 26, 2019,
Washingto
nD.C.

Meeting with Civil

Society
Organizations of

Brazil Organized by

IDEC

Meeting with Civil

Society
Organizations of

Brazil Organized by

Article 19

Meeting with the
Office of the
Specialized
Prosecutor for
Human Rights

173 Period of

Sessions of the
Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights.

173 Period of

Sessions of the
Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights.

173 Period of

Sessions of the
Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights.

173 Period of

Sessions of the
Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights.

173 Period of

Sessions of the
Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights.

173 Period of

Sessions of the
Inter -American
Commission on
Human Rights.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Civil Society
Organizations and Journalists of Brazil to discuss an
collect inputs regarding the situation of freedom of
expression in the country.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with different Civi
Society Organizations and Journalists from Brazil whert
the following topics of interest were discussed.

Criminalization and protests
Civic Sace Reduction
Misinformation

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the Minister
Sara Irene Herrerias Guerra, ProsecutoSpecialized in
Human Rights Matters to discuss issues related to th
safety of journalists in Mexico among other threats to the
free exercise of freedom of expression in Mexico.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with Gustavo Gome
- Director of Observacom, Uruguay to discuss differen
topics of interest and upcoming projects and events to b
carried out together regarding freedom of expressionin the

region.

4EA 3PAAEAI 2ADPDI OOAOO %AE
met with the IFEX Network to follow up on issues of
common interest and discuss upcoming opportunitiesor

developmentand joint work regarding activities in defense
of Freedom ofExpression.

4EA 3PAAEAI 2ADPDPT OOAOO %AE
met with several Cuban journalists and representatives o
civil society to exchange information and receive inputs
regarding the situation and challengesto exerciseFreedom

of Expression.in thatcountry.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the Pro Bon
Network of the Americas where opportunities for
collaboration and joint work between both parties were
discussed.

Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza and Attorney Tatian
Guasti met with representatives of the Race and Equalit
organization and Nicaraguan journalists Carlos Feando
Chamorro, Anibal Torufio, Sergio Le6n and Lucia Pineda
discuss the issue of the serious safety situation an
restrictions on the exercise of journalism and freedom of
expression in Nicaragua.

Special Rapporteur Edison met with the Regional Huma
Rights Advisory Foundation- INREDH to discuss issues
exchange information and receive inputsregarding the
situation of Freedom of Expression and communicator:
and journalists in Ecuador.
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United Friday, 173 Period of The | EEEARB O OAAI i A0 xEOE

States Septembe  Sessions of the Venezuela Public Space to review the situation of freedor
r27,2019, Inter-American of expression in Venezuela and discuss possikgeomotion
Washingto  Commission on andtraining eventsthat will take placeduring the month of
nD.C. Human Rights. November in CaracaOACAOAET ¢ O1 OEA
safety.
United Friday, 173 Period of Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza met with the Minister
States Septembe  Sessions of the Luis Raul Gonzélez Pérez, President of the National Hum:

r 27, 2019, Inter-American

- VS Rights Commission of Mexico to discuss issues related
Washingto Commission on

: the safety situation of journalists and threats to the free
nD.C. Human Rights. exercise of freedom of expression in Mexico.

6) Annual Report and Development of Expert Knowledge

25.  One ofthe main tasks ofthe Office ofthe Special Rapporteur is the preparation ofthe annual report on
the state of freedom of expression in the hemispher&very year, this report analyzeshe state of enjoyment of
the right to freedom of expressionin the Statesof the hemisphere,which includes noting the main threats to the
exercise of the right to freedom of expression and the progress that has been made in #resa.

26. Besides its annual reportsthe Office of the Special Rapporteur periodically produces specific reports
on particular countries. For example, it has prepared and published special reports on the situation regarding
the right to freedom of expression in Paraguay (2001), Panama (2003), Haiti (2003), Gamala (2004),
Venezuela (2004), Colombia (2005), Hondurag2009, 2010 and 2015), Venezuela (2009 and 2010), Mexico
(2010 and 2015), Chile (2017), Cuba (2018) and Ecuad{?019)

27 )1 ¢nmpwh OEA | £FZEAA 1 £ OEA 3DPAAEAl 2ADPDPI OOGAOO b
Journalists and Freedonmof Expression: Discrimination and gendetbased violence against women journalists
Al O OEA A@AOAE OAtheh g8 MArEhALBitOvastp@dertsll @ EhE publié in Mexico City the Special
Report on Freedom of Expression in CubfBAlso, during 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur also
AT 1Pl AOGAA OEA OPAAEAI OADPI 000d O02ADI 00 11 abROIOWMHOO AT A
Team (ESE) Designated by the InteAmerican Commission on Human Rights: Followp of the component to
investigate the factsthat resulted in the kidnapping and murder of JavierOrtega, PaulRivas,and Efrain Segarra,
members ofthe newspaper'sj ¢ %l  #1 1 AOAET ¢ ET 001 Al E OO BiChi@dnAandthal An O
Mediainthe! | AOEPAA 06 8

28. L|keW|se in October 2019, the office presented to the OAS Permanent CouncﬂBtta(:llQa.I_gtude_of

mmﬂm@mmmmmum@mmmw culmlnatlng thus the elaboratlon process led by
this Office in coordination with the Department of Electoral Cooperation (DECO) of tl@AS, and in response to
the mandate granted by the GeneralAssemblythrough the AG/RES2928-XLVIII-O/18. The Guidecomplements
the efforts of this Office to address this issue and which began withe Joint Declaration on Freedom of
Expressionand "Fake News", disinformation, and propaganda,togetherwith the other Rapporteurson freedom

of expression in 2017. Other actions within this initiative includethe advice of the RFOE tothe electoral
observation mission of the OAS duringhe presidential elections in Brazil, Bolivia, and Panama. The process of
preparing the guide managedto reachathematic, geographical and sectorial balance Multilateral organizations
-suchasUNESCQcivil societyorganizations,electoral organizationsin the region, representativesof the private
sector, and academia participated in thprocess.

7) Special Statements andDeclarations

29.  Through the daily monitoring of the state of freedom of expression in the regiorr conducted by means
of an extensive network of contactsand sources the Officeof the SpecialRapporteur issuesstatementssuchas
press releases, reports, and opinions on specific cases or situations that are relevant to the exercise of this
fundamental right. Press releases issued by the Office ofettSpecial Rapporteur receive wide coverage and
constitute one of its most important workmechanisms.

30. The Office of the Special Rapporteur receives many emails, which mainly refer to alerts, press releases,
requests for information, and queries orfreedom of expression in the region. Likewise, a small group tie

7Available at:

8 Available at: hﬂps[&ﬂhoeamxsﬂemm&uhateaghsh_
9Ava|IabIe at :
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http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/docs/informes/MujeresPeriodistas.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/informes/Informe_Final_ESE_MC_Dicc2019.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publications/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf

emails refers to formal requests to the IACHR Individual Case System, and another group refers to topics that
aOA 116 xEOEET OEA |/ £AFEAA3O EOOEOAEAOQOEI T8 4EA | EEEAA
information received to establish the actions to be taken.

31. Inaddition, sinceits creation the Office of the SpecialRapporteur hasparticipated in the drafting of joint
declarations with the other regional rapporteurs and the UN rapporteur for freedonof expression. These joint
statements are generally signed byhe UN Special Rapporteur; the Representative on Freedom of the Media of
the Organization for Security and Caperation in Europe (OSCE); the Special Rapporteur die OASand the
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Access to Informationtioé African Commission on Human
AT A 0AT PI AOS8 2 E CE O GnalirEnAtire, theiddclaration® &rd\signed byAhe Rabporteurs for
the UN and theOAS.

32.  Joint statements constitute an important tool for the work of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. In
previous years, these statements have covered different topicelated to freedom of expression, according to
context andtime?1,

33.  On July 10, experts fothe freedom of expression of the UN, OSCE, IACHR, #rAfrican Commission
iT (61 AT AT A 0AT PI AOG8 2ECEOO Eaban(leht thé EoBkiplace i trqmdon, * T ET O
England.The Declarationaddressesthe various current threats to the freedom of the press,including threats to
their safety and threats of a legal, political, technological, and economic nature, and the measures that States
must taketo addressthem.

34. The Declarationwas signedby the United Nations SpecialRapporteur on the promotion and protection
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, David Kaye, the Representative for Freedomthé Press of
the Organization for Securityand Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Harlem Desir, the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression ofthe Organization of American States (OAS), Edison Lanza, dhe Special Rapporteur
on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information of the African Con@®ET 1 11 (01 AT AT A 0A
(ACHPR), Lawrencé/ute.

35.  During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur issued different press releases to raise awareness on
factsrelated to freedom of thought and expression.Thesestatementshighlight especiallyworrying factsandthe
best local practices, and explaithe respective regional standards. Press releases issued during 2018 cha
seen inthe webpage of the Office othe Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of tHACHRS,

Country Topic Number Tittle Place /
Date
Mexico Violence against R16/19 The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur Washingto
journalists for Freedom of Expression ofthe n, D.C.

Inter-American ~ Commission  on janyary
Human Rights (IACHR) condemnthe 25 2019
murder of José Rafael Murlz:
Manriquez and observes witttoncern

the continuity of violence against
journalists in México.

VENEVAVEIER  Violence against R23/19 Office of the Special Rapporteur Washingto
journalists z Restrictions demands the immediate release o n, D.C.
to freedom of expression journalists detained in Venezuela and Fepryary
refrain  from  expelling  foreign 1st 2019
correspondents
VrAlEIEN - Restrictions to freedom of  R62/19 Freedom of Expression experts of the Washingto
expression UN and the IACHR express alarm ove n, D.C.
expansion of censorship measures it pjarch 8,
Venezuela 2019

11 Available at: hltp.lbmmumm[enﬂa&hdexmessmn[dmL&QaLasp&aﬂLlﬁ&ﬂL

12 Available at: : =
13 Available at:http: i
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Regional Announcement

Announcement

Honduras

Regional

Venezuela

Mexico
Guatemal
a

Violence against

journalists

Situation of FoE in the

Region

Announcement

Freedom of Expression

Restrictions to Freedom of

Expression

Violence against

journalists

Elections and FOE

R60/19

R63/19

R71/19

R73/19

N/A

R107/19

R116/19

R120/19

R147/19

On the occasion of 2019 international
xI T AT80 AAUh 4EZ
Especial Rappoteur for Freedom of
Expression presents the report
0711 AT =*1 0601 Al EOC
Expression: Discrimination  and
GenderBased violence faced by
women journalist in the exercise of
OEAEO bPOI £ZAOOGEI T 6
Office of the Special Rapporteul
presents Special Report on the
Situation of Freedom of Expression in
Cuba

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
Condemns the Murder of Journalist ir
Honduras and Urges to Investigate
Connection to Journalistic Activity

Office of the Special Rapporteur fol
Freedom of Expression of thd ACHR
presents its 2018 Annual Report

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
for Freedom of Expression presents
the list of members of the Expert
Group on disinformation in electoral
contexts that will meet April 23-24

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
for Freedom of Expression, UNESC(
and the Inter- American Court of
Human Rightscelebrate World Press
Freedom Day with a Panel on the
protection of freedom of expression
and the Internet.

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
condemns closure of Radio Caracas
Radio 750 AM, the censorship o
television channels restrictions onthe
Internet, and the arrest of journalists
in Venezuela.

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
condemnsthe continuanceof murders
of journalists and communicators in
Mexico and urges the State tc
implement decisive measures to
protect and combatimpunity.

Guatemala: Freedom of Expressiol
AT A OEA 1 AAEAGO
guaranteeing free and transparent
elections this June 16.

Washingto
n,D.C
March 8,
2019

Washingto
n, D.C.

March 13,
2019

Washingto
n, D.C.

March 20,
2019

Washingto
n, D.C.

March 21,
2019

Washingto
nD.C.
April 16,
2019

Montevide
0, San Jose
Washingto
nA

pril 30,
2019

Washingto
n, D.C.

May 15,
2019

Washingto
n, D.C.

May 17,
2019

Washingto
nD.C.

June 12,
2019
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Mexico

Nicaragua

Violence against
journalists

Violence against
journalists

Violence against
journalists

Freedom of Expression

Violence against
journalists

Violence against
journalists

Access to public
information

Violence against
journalists

Violence against
journalists

R151/19

R153/19

R164/19

R173/19

R177/19

R189/19

Anuncio

R206/19

R212/19

The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur
condemns the murder of journalist
Petion Rospide and expresses it
concern over the ongoing violence
against journalists in the framework
;= OEA POAIl EA
coverage inHaiti

The Office of the Special Rapporteu
condemns the murder of journalist
Norma Sarabia in Mexico and note:
with concern the ongoing attacks
against journalists.

Experts on freedom of expression o
the UN and the IACHR express the
concern over death threats againsi
journalist Glenn Greenwald, director
of The Intercept Brasil, and his family

Twentieth Anniversary of the Joint
Declaration: Challenges to Freedom ¢
Expression in the Next Decade.

On July 16, the IACHR presente
before the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights the case Jineth Bedoy
Lima and other, regarding Colombia.

Office of the Special Rapporteur
condemns increased violence agains
journalists and the media in Mexico
and urges the State to strengther
strategies for prevention, protection,
and fight against impunity at federal
and state levels.

Apply for the RELE 2019 Award:
"Access to Public Information and
Investigative Journalism.

Office of the Special Rapporteu
condemns prison sentence agains
journalist Roberto Quifiones and
expresses concern  about the
persistence of criminalization and
harassment against communicators
and human rights defenders in Cuba.

Nicaragua: Nicaragua: Must stof
reprisals against journalists, say
human rights experts

Washingto
nD.C.

June 14,
2019

Washingto
nD.C.

June 17,
2019

Washingto
nD.C.
July1l,
2019

Washingto
nD.C.

July 10,
2019

Washingto
nD.C.

July 19,
2019

Washingto
n, D.C.
August 5,
2019

Washingto

n, D.C,
August 8,

2019

Washingto
n, D.C. 20
August
2019

Washingto
n, D.C. 26
August
2019
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Violence against
journalists

Mexico
Venezuela

Violence against
journalists / Detentions

Social Protest

Violence against
journalists

Haiti

Honduras

Violence against
journalists

Missinformation

Violence against
journalists

Violence against
journalists

C.Funding

R213/19

R232/19

No.
270/19

No.
252/19

No.
258/19

N/A

R295/19

R316/19

Special Rapporteur condemns the
murder of journalist Nevith Condes in
Mexico; urgesthe State to review and
strengthen protection measures and
the prosecutor's office action inthe
face of the serious situation of
violence againstcommunicators.

Office of the Special Rapporteu
condemns that communicators Pedra
Jaimes and Jesus Medina have servi
one year in prison in Venezuelg
without being convicted.

IACHR condemns excessive use
force and rejects all forms of violence
in the context of social protests in
Chile.

IACHR and its Special Rapporteurshij
express concern about the excessiv
use of police force against
demonstrators and attacks on
journalists in protests in Ecuador.

ylr#(2 ATA EOGO 3P
Office express concern about acts ¢
violence and increased political
tension in Haiti.

Office of the Special Rapporteur of the
IACHR presents a Guide to guarante
freedom of expression regarding
deliberate disinformation in electoral
contexts.

Freedom of expression experts
concerned by slow progress into
investigation and prosecution for
murder of Mexican journalist Javier
Valdez .

Office of the Special Rapporteu
condemns murder of journalist José
Arita in Honduras and urges to
investigate relation to his journalistic
activity.

Washingto
n, D.C.

29 of
August
2019

Washingto
n, D.C

September
18th 2019

Washingto
n,D.C

23rd
September
2019

Washingto
n D.C. 9
October
2019

Washingto
n D.C.
October
11, 2019

Washingto
nD.C.,

October
18, 2019

Washingto
nD.C., 19
November
2019

Washingto

n D.C,,
December

4, 2019

36. The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur would like to express very special thanks fahe contributions it

hasreceivedfrom OASMember States, observerountries, andinternational cooperationagencies. 12019, the
Office of the Rapporteur calls attention to the projects thahave been carried out satisfactorily thanks to the
financial contributions made by the States of Costa Rica, France, Kingdom of the Netherlands, the United States
of America, Uruguay, United Kingdom as well athe Swedish Agency for International Develoment
Cooperation, the Swiss Confederation, Open Society Foundations, and the National Endowment for Democracy
(NED), Ford Foundation, Freedom House and Google Inc. This funding has allowed the Office of the Special
Rapporteur to fulfill its mandate and continue its work of promoting and defending the right to freedom of
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expression. Once the OAS has released the official figures on the resources received and executed by this office,
they will be published in the audited financialstatements available on the webpage of the organizatiéh

D. Staff

37.  The Office of the SpecialRapporteur hasworked under the coordination of the SpecialRapporteur, with
a team of two or three lawyers who are experts in subjects related to freedom of expression, a journalist in
charge of monitoring the situation of freedom of expression inthe region, and a person who performs
administrative assistance tasks. Since Buof 2009, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has had a person in
charge of managing projects and mobilizing resources. Any additional resources that have been obtained have
servedto provide greater stability and better working conditions for the members of this team. The Office of the
SpecialRapporteur hasalsobenefited from the presenceof interns who havebeenanessentialpart of the team.
During 2019, inthe capacity of interns Sol Bensadon (Argentina), Augusta Saravia (Brazil) and JessMantes
(Mexico) collaborated in a constructive and enthusiastic manner to their work at the Office of the Special
Rapporteur. In 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also counted on the patrticipation of Fellow Maria
José Ferrel (Bolivia) (Fellowsip Orlando Sierra,2019).

14 All the financial information is availablefor consultation at OASveb page,section External Audit Reports: OASBoard of External Auditors.
Report to the Permanent Council 2013. Annual Audit ohccounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2013 and
2012. Sectionll. Specificfunds. Pp 62-64; OASBoard of External Auditors. Report to the PermanentCouncil2012. Annual Audit of Accounts
and Financial Statements for theyears ended December 31, 2012 and 2011. Section Il. Specific funds. Pp7750AS Board of External
Auditors. Reportto the PermanentCouncil2011. Annual Audit of Accountsand Financial Statementsfor the yearsended December31, 2011
and 2010. Section 1l Specific funds. Pp 781; OASBoard of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2010. Annual Audit of
Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2010 and 2009. Section Il. Specific flqpd89-81; OAS Board of
External Auditors. Report to the PermanentCouncil2009. Annual Audit of Accountsand Financial Statementsfor the yearsended December
31,2009 and 2008. Sectionll. Specificfunds.Pp 71-73; OASBoard of External Auditors. Reportto the PermanentCouncil2008. Annual Audit

of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2008 and 2007. Section Il. Specific funds.-Pg#; T3AS Board of
External Auditors. Report to the PermanentCouncil2007. Annual Audit of Accountsand Financial Statementsfor the yearsended December
31,2007 and 2006. Sectionll. Specificfunds.Pp 85-86; OASBoard of External Auditors. Reportto the PermanentCouncil2006. Annual Audit

of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2006 20@5. Section Il. Specific funds. Pp 73; OAS Board of
External Auditors. Report to the PermanentCouncil2005. Annual Audit of Accountsand Financial Statementsfor the yearsended December
31,2005 and 2004. Sectionll. Specificfunds.Pp 63-64; OASBoard of External Auditors. Reportto the PermanentCouncil2004. Annual Audit

of AccountsandFinancial Statementsfor the yearsendedDecember31,2004 and 2003. Sectionll. Specificfunds.Pp41-42; Board of External
Auditors. GeneralSecretariat OAS. Report to the Permanent Council 2003. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years
ended December 31, 2003 and 2002. Section Il. Specific funds. Pp42t OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council
2002. Annual Audit of Accountsand Financial Statementsfor the yearsendedDecember31, 2002 and 2001. Sectionll. Specificfunds.Pp53;
OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2001. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statesrfentthe years
ended December 31, 2001 and 2000. Section Il. Specific funds. Pp 52; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Perm@oentil
2000. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements December 31, 2000 and 1999. Section Il. SpecifisfuAnnex 4. Pagé
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CHAPTER II: EVALUATION OF THE STATE OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE
HEMISPHERE

Introduction and Methodology

1. This chapter describes some of the most important aspects of the situation of freedomenfpression in
the hemisphereduring 2018. Its objective is to foster a constructive dialoguewith the Member Statesof the OAS,
calling attention to the reported advances as well athe problems and challenges that have required action
during this year. The Officeof the Special Rapporteur has confidence in the will of the OAS Member States to
promote resolutely the right to freedom of expression and, to that end, publicizes their best practices, reports
some serious problems observed, and offers viable anmtactical recommendations rooted inthe Declaration of
Principles.

2. Asin previous annualreports, this chapter notesthose aspectsof the right to freedom of expressionthat
most merit attention and that have been reported to the Office ofthe Special Rapporteur during the year.
Following the methodology of previous annual reports, this chapter is based on information received liye
Office of the Special Rapporteur from various States, intergovernmental and ngovernmental sources. The
Officeof the SpecialRapporteurtakesparticular interest in the information provided by States presentedduring
the hearings held by the IACHR, submitted by negovernmental organizations in the region and contained in
alerts sent by media outlets and media workers. In all cases, the information is contrasted and verified. The
Office presents only that infornmation which it thinks will help the States identify worrisome problems or
tendencies that could eventually cause irreparable effects if natldressed.

3. The information in this report is presented in an orderly and systematic manner that takes note tfie
advances, setbacks, and challenges regarding various aspects of the exercisghefright to freedom of
expression. Thus, this chapter includes progress made in legal, administrative or legislative matters, as well as
the most serious problems that arose thoughout the year. The latter include murders, threats and attacks
against journalists exercising their profession; subsequent findings of disproportionate liability; and progress
toward aswell aschallengesto the right of accesdo information, among others.

4. The cases selected in each topic serve as examples in relation to the respect and exercise of freedom of
expression. Sources are cited in all cases. In the majority of cases, the Offich@Special Rapporteur identifies
the direct source, citingthe address of the corresponding Web site. Whethe information is not published
directly by the source, the report cites the date the Office of the Special Rapporteur received the information in
its electronic mailbox. Thisreport doesnot include information submitted to the Office of the SpecialRapporteur
through requests for precautionary measures, or other information which has not yet beenade public.

5. In preparing this chapter of its 2018 Annual Report, the Office of the Special Rapporteumgeally took
into accountinformation receiveduntil Decemberl5, 2018. Information regarding incidents that occurred after
the datethe 2018 Annual Report went to press is available ithe press release section of the websites dhe
Office of the Special Rapporteur ( http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp ) and the IACHR
(http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp ).

6. Finally, the Office ofthe Special Rapporteur acknowledges the collaboration dhe OAS Member States
and the civil society organizationghat, following existing practice, contributed information about the situation
of the exercise of freedomof expression in the hemisphere. As it does every yeathe Office of the Special
Rapporteur encouragesthe continuation of suchpractice,which areindispensableto the value of future reports.
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1. ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

7. During 2019 in Antigua and Barbuda there were allegations of deliberate dissemination of
disinformation in connectionwith the Barbudalocal governmentelections.In August2019, the Senateapproved
a new amendment to the Electronic Crimes Bill [2013], which incorporated the possibilitpf applying for a
search warrant to obtain data from electronic devicesso that they can be used as evidence in posslegal
proceedings. Recent amendments tihe Act have madeit clearer what offenses are covered byhe Act, such as
sending offensive messages through communication services, violation of privacy and child pornography, so as
to avoid restrictions on freedom ofexpression.

A. Freedom of expression in electoral contexts

8. During 2019 in Antigua and Barbuda there were allegations of deliberate dissemination of
disinformation in connectionwith the Barbudalocal governmentelections.In August2019, the Senateapproved
a new amendment to the Electronic Crimes Bill [2013], which incorporated the possibilitpf applying for a
search warrant to obtain data from electronic devicesso that they can be used as evidence in possible legal
proceedings. Recent amadments to the Act have madeit clearer what offenses are covered byhe Act, such as
sending offensive messages through communication services, violation of privacy and child pornography, so as
to avoid restrictions on freedom of expression. The Barbudaddncil Elections were held on March 27, with the
"AOABOAA OAI DI AGO -1 OAIATO j 0ousgqEAEA] EROERT |1 iEl BOT AET O
&AEO %l AAGET T O )1 A8 bsernvei® AAOECT AOAA Al 1T EEFEAEAI

9. Faced with thissetback for the Labour Pdy, Prime Minister Gaston Browne claimed that the BPM had
disseminated false information and that this information had taken root among theublic.1?

0. 4EA | £EEEAA T £ OEA 3PAAEAI 2APDPI OOAOOOAAAI 1T O OEAOR
and information as it is essential for citizens to have as much information as possible to make a decision in
castingtheir votes.Accordingly, free circulation of facts,ideas,and opinions is crucial. Unquestionably,the most
common way forcitizens currently to inform themselves is through thd A A EBA 8 6

11. In 2019, at the request of the GeneralAssemblyof the Organizationof American States(OAS),the Office
of the Special Rapporteurpresented aguide to guarantee freedom of expressiomegarding
AARAT EARAOAOGAAEOET &£ Oi AGETT ET Al AAOI OA1 AT1 0A@OO8 )1 OE
particular concern in electoral contexts since if effective? it could affect the legitimacy of a process that is
critical to the functioning and very existence of a democrati®i A ElA OU 8 6

B. Subsequent liability

12. According to available information, former Barbados MP Wilmoth Daniel is said to have sued Prime
Minister GastonBrown for civil defamation under the Defamation Act, basedon eventsthat occurred in January
2018 when the latter accusedDaniel,during a parliamentary recess of setting fire to buildings in order to obtain
insurance money2°The court of first instance ruled in favor of Wilmoth Daniel, stating thaiparliamentary
immunity only applieswhen parliament is in session.However,on September19, the Court of Appealsfound for
the Prime Minister, stating that immunity extends to all words spoken iparliament.2t

13. This Office recalls that Principle 10 ofthg¢ ! # (26 O $AA1 AOAGEI T 1T &£ 00ET AEDI £
OOAOAOG OEAO ODPOEOAAU 1 AxO OEIOIA 110 ETEEAEO 10 OAOGOO
ET OAOAOGO86 /1 OaAmerdan Toul had held Ot regartl @ Adddentl civil liability, thatcivil
judgments in matters concerning freedom of expression must be strictly proportionate, so as to not have a
AEETTEIC AEEAAO 11 MEOAAATIT T £ AGDPOAOOMHdchimr Bfiafkely OOEA
steepcivil reparation, maybe,in any case gqually or more intimidating andinhibiting for the exerciseof freedom
of expression than a criminal punishment, since it hathe potential to attain the personal and family life of an
individual who accuses gublic official, with the evident and very negative result of selEensorship both in the
affectedparty andin other potential critics of the actionstakenby apublicT £EBRAEA] 80

15The Daily Observer. March 29, 201%aliticians react to Barbuda Council election&ntigua News Room. March 27, 2018PM Dominates
Barbuda Council Elections

16The Daily Observer. March 25, 201%ree and Fairs Elections League to monitor Barbulactions

17 Antigua News Room. March 31, 20192M_Sa¥&ABLP_ShQuId_NmJjaxLe_CQmesled_Batﬁlﬂmmns

18JACHRA a ] ] xpressi@hapter VI Freedom of

Expression and the EIetoraI Process The Case ofOplnlon PoIIs and EX|t PoIIs OEA/Ser L/V/1.124 Doc. 77 February, 2006. Para. 2.
juara j X[ jarding deliberate d a ) ©ctober 17, 2019.

i@hapter Il (Evaluation of the State

20]ACHR Annu 8 i i 3

of Freedom of Expressmn in the Hemlsphere) OEAISer L/V/II Doc 30 March 17, 2019 Para. 8
21 Antigua News Room. September 23, 201BM Warns those who plan to sue him for defamation to come g&®iS TV Radio. September 19,
2019. PM winschallenge in defamation case

22|/A CourtH.R.Caseof Tristan Donosov. PanamaPreliminary ObjectionsMerits, Reparationsand CostsJudgmentof January27,2009. Serie

C No. 193Para.129.
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C. Legal reforms

14. Inits2018 Annual Report,the Office of the SpecialRapporteurnoted that a draft amendmentto the 2013
Electronic Crimes Act was under discussion, the objectives of which included protecting freedom of expression
and clarifying the offenses provided for in the law3This amendment was passed and published in the official
gazette on December 201824

15. In addition, in August2019 the Senatepasseda new amendmentto the Act,making it possibleto request
a search warrant to obtain data from electronic devices, for use as evidence in judicial proceediAgEhe
offensesprovided for in that law include, inter alia, sending offensive messagehrough communication services,
violation of privacy, and childpornography.

16. During the debate of this most recentamendment,Minister of SocialTransformation and GenderAffairs
SamanthaMarshallassertedthat police should arrest peoplewho deliberately circulate sexualimagesandvideos
using cell phones and other electronidevices2¢

17. The Office of the Special Rapporteurreiterates that it is important for any legislation regulating the
Internet not to contain vague and general definitions and not to disproportionately affect the free flow of
information and legitimate websites andservices??

8. 4EEO | £EEAAR MEOOOEAO OAAAI T O OEAORO)T AQAADPOEIT AI
coveredby the right to freedom of expression(suchaswar propagandaand hate speechinciting violence,direct
and public incitement to genocide, and child pornography) the adoption of mandatory measures to block and
filter specific content is admissible. In these caseshe measure must be subjected to a strict balance of
proportionality and be carefully designed and clearly limited so as to not affect legitimate speech that deserves
protection. In other words, [filtering] or blockingshould be designedand applied soasto exclusivelyimpact the
illegal content without affecting otherAT T OAT 0806

D. Pluralism and media diversity

19. During 2019 a dispute arose betweerthe government of Antigua and Barbuda andhe Irish-based
telecommunicationscompanyDigicel. The dispute beganin May,when the government ordered the companyto
return part of its spectrum to the state-owned Antigua Public Utilities Authority (APUA) for a more equitable
distribution of the band.2°In response, Digicel obtained a court order to preventhe government from
AT 1 ZEOAAQOET ¢ OEA OPAAOOOI AT A OOOTEIC EO TOAO O 105!
AT A OAOOEAAO ££OI |1 Gderdpetifiva dndl pratedtiorisfAREAT Bl &B5EG 18160 E

20. In August,the governmentannouncedanagreementwith Digicelfor the redistribution of the spectrum,
whereby the companywould transfer part of its spectrumin the 850MHzand 900MHzbandsto the State-owned
competitor APUA. According to publicly available informationthe government agreedas part othe settlement
torenewthe AT | D Adperdtig licensesin 2021. Finally, a hearing was held in which the court wasinformed
of the agreement reached, ending the legalispute 3!

21. TheO/ A O A 4 4 AOPEojedt vdasalso organizedin 2019 in order to raise funds to support NEWSCO
Limited as an independent media entity, thus ensuringhe sustainability of free and independent media in te
country. The organizersexpressedthe needfor Antiguato haveanindependentradio station.32Accordingto the
information gathered, NEWSCO Limited reportedly acquired the assets of the Observer media group, which
ceased operations in Novembe?018.

22. The Office of the SpecialRapporteur reiterates that the allocation of radio and television licensesshould
be guided by democraticcriteria and preestablished,public, and transparent proceduresthat will actasa brake

2|ACHR Annua 8 i i ) X
of Freedom of Expressmn in the Hemlsphere) OEA/Ser. L/V/II Doc 30 March 17, 2019. Para. 14

24 Antigua and Barbuda. Ministry of Justiceral Legal AffairsElectronic Crimes Amendment Act 201Becember 20, 2018.

25Antigua and Barbuda. Ministry of Justice and Legal AffaiEdectronic Crimes Amendment Bill, 2019The Daily Observer. August 2, 2019.
26The Daily Observer. July 25, 2019, 3
July 25, 2019MatshaLup5ﬂLmMpmuLesMungmmnﬂn_m1emet

27 UN SpecialRapporteur for Freedomof Opinion and Expressionandthe IACHROASSpecialRapporteur on Freedomof Expression.January
20, 2012.Joint Declaration.

28| ACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expressibreedom of Expression and the InternetOEA/Ser.L/V/II.
IACHR/RELE/INF. 11/13. December 31, 2013. Para. 85.

29The Daily Observer. August 30, 201%0vernm J J
2, 2019. D@mﬂjﬁﬂ@jpﬂlmmﬂl&puﬂﬂh.Aﬂgua&ﬁamudagovt

30 DominicaNewsOnline.June25,2019.Antigua
The Daily Observer. August 30, 201Governm ags about s J aring dea ) ISE .
31The Daily Observer. August 30, 201%0vernment brags about spectrum sharing deal, Digicel refuses to confdaminica NewsOnline.
Septemberl, 2019. DigicelendsbattlewithAntigua & Barbuda | BNAmencas September2 2019 D@mﬂs&ﬂl&&speﬁmmd@pul@mﬁh_,ﬁnngua
& Barbuda govt The Daily Observer. September 25, 2019
32The Daily Observer. May 10, 201&1aﬂ4muppgngbsgn&LGpgdwuLEm;eérhe Dally Observer May 15, 2019Dbserver Goodwill Day

Launches Fight for Independent Medi&he Daily Observer. May 16, 2019\ success story: NEWSCidhited says thanks

i@hapter Il (Evaluation of the State

B N Americas. September
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on the potential arbitrariness of the State and guarantee equal opportunities for all persons and sectors
concerned.Principle 12 of the Declaration of Principles hasstressedthat, O O énAcessionof radio andtelevision
broadcastfrequenciesshould take into accountdemocratic criteria that provide equalopportunity of accessor
alET AEOEAOAI 086

23. Article 13.3ofthe! | AOEAAT #1171 OAT OEI 1T AOOAAI EOEA Qerbskidtdd OOEA
by indirect methods or means, such athe abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, radio
broadcastingfrequencies,or equipment usedin the dissemination of information, or by any other meanstending
to impede the communication and circulation of ideasandi PET ET 1T 086

24. Similarly, Principle 13 of the Inter! | AOEAAT #1111 EOOETI 160 $AAI AOAOGEIT I
Expressionindicatesthat, O O &drciseof power andthe useof public funds by the state,the granting of customs
duty privileges, the arbitrary and discriminatory placement of official advertising and government loans; the
concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among others, with the intent to put pressure on and
punish or reward and provide privileges to social communicators and communications media because of the
opinions they express threaten freedom of expression, and must be explicitly prohibited byA x 8 &
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2. ANGERTINA

25. During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur monitored with special concern various attacks,
threats, and intimidation of journalists and communicators, perpetrated by both individuals and public
authorities and officials. There are also continuing ngorts of the use of police force in the context of protests
and arrests of demonstrators. ThisOffice was also informed about the criminal complaint filed by the
government against the organization Greenpeace due to a demonstration held during an officaent. On the
other side, the Special Rapporteur received worrying information about a request by a prosecutor's office to a
news program to report the names of journalists involved in a story, judicial decisions prohibiting media from
reporting on certain subjects, and the conviction by the Supreme Court of a former trade union leader for her
AOEOEAEOI 1 &£ A POAIEA 1 £AEXEAEAI 8 )1 OEEO OAGCAOAh OEA
prosecution of journalist Daniel Santoro for the Heged crimes of "coercion and extortion in the form of an
attempt”, linked to information he received from a confidential source. Finallythe Rapporteur highlights
progress in the allocation of definitive licenses to community radio stations in variousrpvinces ofthe country.
Similarly, it highlights the respect for freedom of expression and the free circulation of ideas and information
during the electoral process, which took place without any minaincidents.

A. Progress

26. OnFebruary 14,the criminal, contravention, and offensesProsecutorof BuenosAires, FedericoTropea,
would have archived all the proceedings that were initiated against 17 people detained by the Buenos Aires
Policein October2018, in the framework of amobilization in front of the National CongressAgainstthe approval
of the budget. The Prosecutor's Office would have concluded that there was no evidence ttia accused
individuals hadthrown stonesor resistedauthority. The prosecutor would havedismissedthe police statements
because they were considered vague and inaccurate and ordered their possible criminal responsibilities to be
investigatedss,

27. The National Communications Agency (Enacom) awarded in July definitive licenses for FM radios to
stations that had Provisional Precarious Permits PermisosPrecariosProvisoripdPPP). Among the stations
benefiting from the licenses, from different provincesof the country, there wasFM Surof Cérdoba,FM En
Tréansito of BuenosAires, FM AireLibre of Rosario,and FMLa Tribu of the City of BuenosAires34.

28. On August 21, the Senate would have unanimously approved a bill that protects the reserve of
journalistic sources. The project, which obtained half sanctions and must be analyzed by Congress Deputies,
amends article 64 d the Constitutional Procedures Law and corrects a wording that had raised questions of
interpretation. Facedwith possibleambiguities that could affectthe right of journalists to reserve their sources,
the new wording reaffirms the will of the Legislature to preserve freedom of the press. The Entrerriano Union
of Press and Communication WorkersSindicatoEntrerriano de Trabajadores de la Prensa y la Comunicakion
(Setpyc) highlightedthe half sanction of thebill 35.

B. Attacks, threats, and intimi dation against journalists and the media

29. The graphic reporters Bernardino Avila, of the newspapePaginal2,and Juan Pablo Barrientos, dhe
magazine Citrica, would have been arrested on February 21 with two other people when they coverdtie
incidents during a demonstration in front of the National Congress fothe closure ofa

cooperative.Both photographers,who would have beerreleasedhours later, reported receiving blows and
ill -treatment by the police3s.

30. The director and owner of the newspaper and portaBemanarioof Junin, Javier Orellano, would have
been the victim of at least three attacks and threats during July; one from a prison officer, another from a
municipal official, and on a third occasion heeceived a death threat frona stranger’.

33CELS. March 6, 201®rotesta a arbifr@aggna 12. February 20, 20194l
Gobierno se le derrumhé el montajEl Trrbuno February 19 20198%mmﬂ@ﬁm4@mnﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁx@m@ﬂﬂn@03 en

una protesta

340bservacom. July 22, 201Adjudi
ellas EnteNacionalde Comunrcacrones{Enacom) July18, 2019 NumdmngrasEMpaLamammhi[ahdadﬁmLoﬁesLaTrrbu July15 2019
chﬁngLaEM_LalﬂbuBﬁ.lmthﬂnaJargaiugha;Lun_tnumdﬁcmLo

periodisficedisis. August 21, 2019Senado

36TWltter accountof Asocracronde EntrdadesPerrodrstrcasArgentrnas(@Adepaargentrna) February 20,2019; FundaciénLed. February 21,
. clia 3 ireBerfil. February 21, 2019 Liberaron al fotografo de
Bagma[lZdatemdQ_RegrbjgglpﬁsdelemM Sumano February 20 2019 LaPaliciadela Ciudadreprimi6 violentamentea fotografosque
cubrian el #CuadernazpRevista CitricaBajen las armas, no nos vamogallar.
37 SemananoJuIyZZ 2019 Ammazarﬁamuaﬂaalﬂmeciﬂeﬁemanaﬂojelunm Foro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA) August7, 2019.
) ) a le; Idipitados Bonaerenses. August 9, 201Rliedo a la
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31. Photographer Nicolds Ramos, who took pictures of how security personnel from the Coto supermarket
chain beat a68-year-old man who had stolen food until he was dead, saltk received threats from strangers so
he wouldn't talk to the press about thencident3s,
32. TheProsecutorof Complexinvestigations of the province of Jujuy,MarceloCuellar,would have ordered
the authorities of Canal Siet® OT AAO xAOT ET ¢co6 O1 AAI EOAO ET & O AGET T 11
for the Jujuylnvestigaprogram, after the programissueda report on complaints involving the Attorney General
of the Superior Court of Justice Alejandro Ficosecoand three membersof the Court of Auditors. The prosecutor,
who dependson the Public Prosecutor'sOffice , whose headis SergioLello Sanchezalsorequesteddetails on the
production and editing of the OADBT OOh AT A OEA Al i bl AOGA TEOO 1T &£ OEA OE
journalistic associationsrepudiated the action of the Prosecutor,which they describedasa maneuverthat seeks
to intimidate journalistic work. Among them, the Council of Prourators, Prosecutors, Defenders, and General
Advisers ofthe! OCAT OET A 2ADPOAI EA EOOOAA A OOAOAI ATthe pieBAOCOET |
suffered by theJujuy Investigg AT A A@DOAOOEI ¢ EOO O&mBAREAOEIT 1T £ OEA 1
33. In August the company ParexKlaukol would have sent a letter document to the journalist Andrés
Masotto, of Radio Presentgintimidating him to delete a series of tweets in whichhe reported an alleged
contamination caused by the plant, located in La Matanz8uenos Aires. The company would have warned him
that if hedid not do so, and publicly recanted, they would initiate legal action againsim4°.
34, Cameraman Mariano Simes)f El Doce would have been attacked and threatened by a group of people
with coveredfaceswhile covering the detention of one of the leaders of the SingleUnion of Wasteand Sweepers
Collectors of Cérdoba $indicatoUnico de Recolectores de Residuos y Barrido de Coytlolae journalist Daniel
Gomez Perri, othe OAAET DOAEIOAI AO, OPAGh T £ #.2h x1 01 A EAOGA AAAI
by the Undersecretary of Public Works and Services tife Municipality of San Pedro de Jujuy, Mariano Solsona,
due to the opinionshe disseminates in his programz2. Thejournalist filed a complaint with the Justice system,
andthe Public Prosecutor's Officewould have chargedthe official with the crime of "minor damages“andissued
a restraint order43.
35. The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur reiterates that principle 9 ofthe Declaration of Principles on
Freedom of Expressionothe) ! # (2 OOAOAO OEAO Of OYEA DbfGatnbAtddats ®EAT ADE
social communicators, as well as the material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental
rights of individuals and strongly restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the State to prevent and
investigate such occurrences, to punish their perpetrators, and to ensure that victims receivdue
AT i pAT OAOGEI 186

C. Social Protes
36. Four former workers of the Eastern Line of La Plata collectives were arrested in April on charge$
OACCOAOAGAA AT AOAEIT 1 6 ZBL70n the cdbtéxh ofsdpitofest ordedoclains- AOAE poh
37. The Ministry of Security, led by Minister Patricia Bullrich, filed a dminal complaint for the crime of
OPOAI EA ET OEIi EAAOGEIT T 6 ACAET OO OEA ' OAAT PAAAA AT OGEOITI
ceremony of the 133rd edition of the Palermo Rural Exhibition, in Buenos Aires, two banners with the legends
"Cattle Ranchers: enough clearing" and "Destroying forests is a crime", in protest against the environmental
effects of livestock. According tdhe information available, the posters were quickly removed by members of
the property's security. President Maurcio Macri and members of the government were at the event, arde
Ministry of Security would have questioned the protesfor violating the security of the president and his team.
The complaint was filed inthe federal court under JudgeMaria Eugenia Capubetti. The coordinator of the

38Twitter account of Radio Realpolitik FM (@RealpolitikFM)August 22, 2019 Mendoza Post. August 27, 201€l video de los empleados de
Coto forcejeando con el jubilado que muriBeal Politik FM. August 24, 201%sesinato en Coto: El fotdgrafo que registré al jubilado muerto

n

asegurd que lo amenazaro
39La Polltlca Onllne September 19, 201EmeguLadQLde_GeLaLdg_MQLaMLmtdgLapﬂmdLstdBerfll September 19, 2019Repudio a la
[ lista p ] ] idiElaT ribuno. September 19, 2019.amentab|:;actttud

deexpresion

40 Notas August 27, 2019Klaukm_busgamuﬂauummeneipetﬁgmendgpﬂmdtsmempo August 28, 2019ParexKlaukol, la empresa
xpresidmwitter account of Andres Masotto (@andresmasotto)&ugusLleQlQ

4 Foro de Penodlsmo Argentmo (FOPEA) August 27,20
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Greenpeace Forest campaign, HernanGiardini, declared publicly that the complaint was "ridiculous" becaiise
was a "completely peaceful activity” and that "the right to protest" should be respectéd

38. In accordance with the powers established in Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights,
on August20, the Officeof the SpecialRapporteur sentaletter requestinginformation onthe basisof the alleged
criminal complaint filed by the Ministry of Security against Greenpeace and its procedural status. In a note
signedon September24,the Stateinformed the Office of the SpecialRapporteur that proceedingswere initiated
01 ARO OEA OEOI A 1T £ 0Ob OA It Bepaitinéhtof IkielideOcE AdainsEQrgabzed0EgeA OE T 1
of the General Directorateof Criminal Intelligence of the Federal Police, which were referred tahe Federal
Criminal and Correctional Court No.5. The Statedid not provide further details on the status of the investigation
or the grounds of theinvestigation.

39. Journalists of theC5Nnews channel would have been attacked and insulted by peopbarticipating in
a march in support of President Mauricio Macri in the Plaza de Mayo in Buentises?6.

40. On October 21, while individuals protested in front of the Chilean Consulate in Buenos Aires due to the
social crisis in that country, violent groups waild have insulted and assaulted several journalists; among them,
chroniclers and cameramen ofCrénica TV, LN +, A2dnd TN. The most serious cases were that @rénica TV
cameramanErnestoMedina,who would have beenassaultedwith beatingsand kicks and hadto be hospitalized,
and that of cameraman Fabio Sorial N + who would have received four stitches in the headue to the blows.
Protesters who assaulted the press would also have burned down and destroyed urbanfurniture, and the City
Policewould havearrested six people,who were reportedly prosecutedfor resistanceto authority, injuries, and
damageg’. Among the detainees was a worker in the Communication area of the Center for Legal and Social
Studies (Cels), MyriamSelhi, who was recording thdemonstration and the police operation deployed. The
organization reported that the police tried to break Selhi's phone, in whiclshehad recorded violent arrests of
protesters. The organization also reported that the detainees were held for about 20 hoyraithout receiving
water or food, anqlthat it took severalhours for themto commlinicateyvith their Iawyers It alsoquestionedthat

41. The IACHR has reiterated that social protest is a fundamental tool for defending human nghts and
essential forthe critical, political, and social expressiorof the activities of the authorities. The Commission has
Pl ET OAA 1 GriadmBsble @ prinéiple thé Griminalization in itself of demonstrations on public roads
when they are carried out within the framework of the right to freedom of expression and the right of
AOCOAIMITUGS OEAO O6 B righ @ffagsAntbi9 Anraugh social protest must notbe subject to
authorization by the authorities or to excessive requirements that hinder tOA AT EG.AOET T &

D. Stigmatizing statements

42. The councilor of the city of Cérdoba Tomas Méndez would have aggravated and disqualified the
journalist Sergio Carreras aftethe published a news inLa Voz del Interiorabout a conviction against him othe
Chamber of Civil and Commercial Appeals 2 °. The ruling would order the councilor, als€3Nhost, to rectify
information disclosed in his program in201151,

43. Congress Deputy Elisa Carrig, leader of the Civic Coalition, warned in a newspaper interview that
individuals who "through the newspapers communicate false meetings and pretend to also make the president
wobble" would be convicted®2.

44. The IACHR recalls that public officials have a duty to ensure that with their statements they are not
damagingthe rights of thosewho contribute to public deliberation through the expressionand dissemination of
their thoughts, such as journalists, theanedia, and human rights organizations, and they must pay attention to
the contextin which they expressthemselvesto ensurethat their expressionsdo not constitute, inthe words of

45Perfil. August 3, 2019 Patricia Bullrich denuncio aGreenpeace por la protesta en La Rur@larin. August 3, 2019L.a ministra Patricia
Bullrich presenté una denuncia penal contra GreenpegPagina 12. August 3, 201®Bullrich denunci6 a Greenpeace por colocar dos cartples
La Nacion. August 3, 2019rempeace, tras la denuncia de Patricia Bullrich por Ia plotesta en La Rural: Nos parece ridiculo”

46 Twitter accountof CSN(@C5N)August24,2019; Clarin.August24, 2019. ¢ iodi
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48Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS). October 22, 2pf&estar no es delito, registrar detenciones tampoco
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E. Subsequent Liabilities

45. On October 17, the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation, by a majority made up of Judges Juan Carlos
Maqueda, Ricardo Lorenzetti, and HoracioRosatti, confirmed a judgment that resulted from a lawsuit for
damages initiated by Guillermo Horacio De Sanctagainst the teacher and former unionist, Ana MariaL6pede
Herrera. The plaintiff, current president of the Court of Justice of San Juan, considered that critical statements
made by Lépez de Herrera in 2006, when he was Secretary General of the Union dfvititial Unionized
Teachers, in different media outlets in the provinceof San Juan on the governor's proposal to appoint him
Minister of Education, were detrimental to his honor and personal reputation. The Supreme Court of Justice
consideredthat while freedom of expressionoccupiesa pre-eminent placein arepublican regime,the unionist's
expressions that were not linked to De Sanctis' performance as a public official and referred to other aspects of
his life, as those who described him as "a maximum pessentative" of drug-generated violence and "a person
who beats his family", exceededhe framework of constitutional protection of the right to criticism and it was
appropriate to safeguardthe right to honor of the plaintiff. "Such terms exceeded a halsor irritating criticism
and were unnecessary forthe purpose of giving an opinion regarding the way in which he served the public
function or his possible appointment asprovincial minister,” JudgeMaquedasaidin the ruling. Asaresult of the
conviction, the teacher must indemnify De Sanctis with the payment of 90,000 Argentine pesos, phisrest.

46. Judges Carlos Rosenkrantz and Elena Highton de Nolasco, who voted to revoke the sentence and reject
the lawsuit, consideredthat the defendant'sexpressionswere inserted within the framework of a public debate
that arose_ar'ouAnq the appointment of De SanctisasMinister of Education of the province of SanJuan theywere
did not constitute insult or free and unjustified vexation. Therefore,they arguedthat the defendant's statements
"did not exceedthe constitutional framework that, for the purpose of promoting arobust public debate,protects
the expression of opinions in matters of publi€ T OAHA OO o

27 4EA Y1 #(2 EAO AOCOAA OEAO Or OEAY tBelighAto fre@o®bfl E OE A /
expression will inevitably generate certain critical or even offensive speeds for those who hold public office
or are closelylinked to the formulation of public D1 1 . AHgr&fore,asstatedin principle 10 of the Declaration
I £ 0OET AEDPI AOh e+ OYEA DPOI OAAOQGETT 1T &£ A PAOGhEK®OINOADOO/
those cases in which the person offended is a public official.” Principle 11 of the Declaration of Principles on
Freedomof Expressionof the IACHRstatesthat: [pJublic officials are subjectto greater scrutiny by society.Laws
that penalize offensive expressions directed at public officials, generally known as "desacato laws," restrict
AOAAAT T 1T &£ APPOAOGOEIT AT A OEA OECEO Oi EIT & Oi AGET 186
application of criminal law to sanction expressions r&ated to public officials is disproportionate when it comes
to protected speech, such as information or expressioon matters of public interest, and violatesthe right to
freedom ofexpressiorfe.

F. Criminalization and source confidentiality

48. According to the information received by the Office of the Special Rapporteur, on August 7 the federal
judge of Dolores, Alejo Ramos Padilla, orderdbe prosecution of the journalist Daniel Santoro oflarinfor the
Al T ACAA AOEI AO 1 MmnidthédBgredlEA 1A GG A PRGOS O1OFEA ET OOT A1 EOO x|
context of a case that looks into alleged cases of illegal espionage and extortion that would have been
perpetrated by a criminal organization led by Marcelo D'Alessio, who is curretly detained and being
prosecuted. The investigation would have beeninitiated following acomplaint filed by an agricultural producer
against D'Alessio and the prosecutor Carlos Stornelli, who the plaintiff would have accused of extorting him to
not involve him in the judicial investigation known asthe "caseof the notebooks,"which investigatesan alleged
network of bribery between businesspersons and members of the previoyggvernment.

29. 1 AAT OAET ¢ O1 OEA 1T OAAO 1T £ DOi OAA OO the drifmes 8oAinitietl OT  x A
AU OEA 1T OCATEUAOGEIT 1 AA AU $o0!'1 AOOEI 8 O$AT EAT 3A1 O1 Ol
to a prior, concomitant, and/or subsequenti 1 ACA1T | AT AOOAO 1T £ AOPEI 1 AlAh A@C
sentence O )haBbecomeclearthat Santoroknew that D Alessiocarried out intelligence, espionage and criminal

53]/A Court H. R.Case of Perozo et al v. Venezuela. Prelimiriaxgeption, Merits, Reparations and Caslsdgment of January 28, 2009. Serie
CNo0.195. Para.151.Seel/A CourtH.R.CaseRiosetal v.VenezuelaPreliminary ObjectionsMerits,Reparationsand CostsJudgmentof January
28, 2009. Serie C No0.194. Para39.
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investigation work without possessing any typeof legal power for it and, in what regardsthe specific casehe

OOAA OEAI AAOPEOA OEA 11 01 OCEI 06O ET T xI AACA T &£ EOGO EI 1|
order pre-trial detention for the journalist, although heimposedarestriction onleavingthe country andordered

a hold of his property for 3 million Argentine pesos. On the other hand, the magistrate did not gratite
AAAOOAGEITT 1T &£ OEI 1T EAEO AOOI A bpgnriE bfhis invéskgAtion, thiEAnhgistraieT 3 AT (
I AGAET AA OEA AAOAEI 1T &£ OAIl ETAITEIC ATA 1O60CIETC AAI
2019,whosedelivery wasordered to the telecommunicationscompanyTelefénicaMévilesArgentina (Movistar).

50. Santoro appealed his prosecution beforéhe Federal Chamber of Mar del Plata. The journalist publicly
deniedtheEOACAB8 O AAAOOAOQOETI T O AT A AAOAOEAAA EEO AEOQOAOQEIT A
Likewise, local organizations such as the National Academy of Journalism, the Association of Argentine
Journalistic Entities (Adepa),andthe Argentine JournalismForum (FOPEA)warned about the seriousnessofthe
judge'sdecision,which compromisesfreedom of the pressand expression.FOPEAalsoexpressedconcernabout
the possibility that the judge ofthe case "tries to force Santoro to reveal information about his confidential
communications with sources of information and the identity of those people", since that wodlrepresent "a
OECT EEZEAAT O AOAAE ET OEA OAOPAAO AlatevanQthebhedmatonal AT OA
organization Committeefor the Protection of Journalistssaid that by obtaining the list of callsfrom Santoro,"the
Argentine authorities are sending an alarming messag® the national journalistic guild," and questioned that
these actions "endanger the principle of the confidentiality of journalistic sourcegne of the pillars of freedom
I £ OEA. POAOOO

51. In accordane with the powers established in Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights,
on July 12, the Office of the Special Rapporteur sent a letter to the State of Argentina requesting information on
the investigative processcarried out regarding journalist Daniel Santoroand on the respectof his right to source
confidentiality, guaranteedin principle 8 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedomof Expression.In response
to the request, on August 6, the Secretariat of Human Rights and Cultural Pluralism of the Nation senthi®
Special Rapporteur a report produced by the judge responsible for the case, Alejo Ramos Padilla. In it, the

magistrate said that in the pDI AAGOG O11 1T AAOCOOA OEAO AT OIA AEEAAO 01 O
AOOET ¢ OEA ET OAOOT CAOQEIT OEA EIT OOTofElTEE @I xAMOE 111106 OANI K
judge, no information was requested from other journalists wib were interrogated in the context of the

ET OAOGOEGCAOET T h Al OET OCE OTi A 1T AARA OEAEO AAIl DETTAO C

emails and conversations vidhe messaging platform Whatsapp. He also explained that there were no "ka&of
investigation, intelligence, raids, confiscation, or any other invasive measures on any journalist." However, in

OEA OPAAEZEA AAOA T &£ 3AT 01 Ol h OEA EOACA ET AEAAOAA OEA
the representative of the Federal Public Prosecutor involved, who requested that cell phone companibe

requested to inform the ownership of the telephone line and incoming and outgoing calls fromone of his

DEI 1 W &cdsethe judgeinformed that becauseit is sensitive information O A A Adfs@ziinformation was

limited, and at the time the investigation took place,the journalist and his defenselawyer were consultedif that

information could compromise his work in any way asa journalist or his professionalO A A ®.A 0 6

52. In the context of the judicial investigation, Judge Ramos Padilla would also have requested an expert
analysisfrom the Provincial Commissionfor the Memory (CPM)of BuenosAires to examine part of the evidence
proving the cause for the purpose of establishing whether there were actions related to illegal espionage. In its
analysis,the CPM, an organization dedicated to the promotion of public policiesf memory and human rights,
would have mentioned some journalists who appearedin the documentation due to their interaction with those
close to D'Alessio- among them, Santore and would have concluded that "the media constituted a necessary
element for the development and carrying outof intelligence operationsbf the criminal group®®.

53. The Argentine Journalism Forum (FOPEA) and ¢hAssociation of Argentine Journalistic Entities
(ADEPA) expressed their rejection of the judge's decision and the content of the Commission's report.
00 O A O Anat/A govehmentagencyaudits the journalistic task contradicts the very essenceof freedom of the
press,violates the National Constitution, and ignores international treaties. Indeed, both the request for said

57 Paginal2. August7,2019. DanielSantorofue procesadgoor coaccidny extorsion Perfil. August23,2019. CasdD'Alessioel periodistaDaniel
Santoro apeld su_procesamient€larin. June 10, 2019Caso D'Alessio: citan a indagatoria al periodista Daniel Santofélam. June 23,

2019. FOPEA advirti6 sobrka "gravedad institucional" dela citacion al periodista Daniel SantorpPagina 12. March 17,201t A0T  $68! 1 AOOE|
cronologiadel escandalajuesacudeala mafia; Perfil. June21,2019. CasdD'Alessiolosargumentospara la defensade DanielSantorg Infobae.

June 24, 2019Postergaron laindagatoria del periodista Daniel Santoro en la causa D'Ales&erfil. June 21, 2019.a Academia Nacional de
Periodismoemitié una declaracionendefensade Daniel Santorg Clarin. June28, 2019. DaﬂﬂiaMQ@&as@&DaﬂLeJ&aﬂlmmgﬂ

OEAOCT AA 1T A AOEI ET; Conmittée/to-Rrdtect Jolimalists ACPH).| JUYE16,| 20 gentine journalist Daniel Santoro
mmmaned,ﬁhgne_temtdssmzedmmmmgamn%ro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA). March 1, 201%s periodistas no son

sus fuentes vy la entrevista no es un acto crimjriedro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA). July 15, 2019as de 400 periodistas y docentes de
pellodlsmofnmalon un petltono contrala criminalizacion del periodismoprofesional Perfil. August7, 2019. Adepaexpresésu'preocupacion”

58 Letter from the Argentine State sent to the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to a request for information. Audijs2019.
Available at: Archive of the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expressmn
59Comisién Provincial por la Memoria. October 8, 201%.a




report by JudgeAlejo Ranos Padillaandits drafting by the Commissionconstitute dangerousprecedentsagainst
OEA Z£OAA AoPPOAOOEIT AT A DPOIT £ZAOOEI] IstAémemOAAOEAA T £ ET 00
54. After the negative reactions of these and other local journalistic organizationsghe Commission
indicated that the expertanalysiscarried out O A T nat@ssociatethe information with criminal offensesor make
accusations: it only describes and interprets the documentation provided followinghe requirements of the
judge, who isthe one who must decide whether a crime is configured or not by evaluating all the evidence
collected inthe case. The journalistsnentioned in the reports previously delivered to the Federal Court, as well
as in this fourth report, refer to the appearance of their names in telephone communications, screenshots,
DET OT COAPEO 10 [ AEI O /A&Qs dtated &hat wdacde joBrnalstd of BrY crimé; at © O O A
not the function of the agency. We only describe and analyael A O1 Al 006
55. This Office reiterates the important role played by the media for democracy, especially when it comes
to active investigative journalism. Consequently, journalists investigating casesf corruption or improper
actions by public authorities should not be subjected to judicial harassment or other harassment in retaliation
for their work. Similarly, the protection of journalistic sources consttutes a principle that is part of the right to
freedom of expression,givenits invaluable value for societyto accesdnformation of public interest that, without
this protection, would hardly take on public statu$2. Principle 8 ofthe Declaration of Principles on Freedom of
Expression of the IACHR establishes that "every social communicator has the right to keep his/her source of
information, notes, personal and professional archives confidential". Likewise, at international level, the
confidentiality of the sources derives fromthe guarantees of the right to seek, receive, and disseminate
information, which is enshrinedin article 19 of the International Covenanton Civil and Political Rights.

G. Prior censorship / Direct and indirect  censorship

56. The judgeof Guarantees N° 7of the province of Salta,Maria Edith Rodriguez, would have orderedhe
digital newspapersVerNoticiasand Aeromthe immediate cessation of any publication that could be considered
aggravating,disrespectful,or damagingto the honor anddignity of the mayor of the City de Salta,GustavoSaenz,
and his collaborators NicolasDemitrépulos and Pablo Outescon. The judge would have thus grantechemparo
writ initiated by the three officials and would have ordered that all existing publications that referred tothe
officials in their "personal character"be removed from these sites, as well as those that "exce#ftt purpose of
AOEOEAEOI T A& DOAITEA T AT ACAT AT 068 )1 thatAldoughkreedoioAAh OF
APPOAOGOEIT EO COAOAT OAAA &I O All AEOEUAT Oh OxEAT A O
stopped,directly damagingthe personalrights of humanbeings,suchasthe right to honor, personal dignity, and
freedom of work, that should be guaranteed in peace without constant harassment, and are principles that are
above any other bythe sole condition of being humanthe use of a misused and misrepresented pressshoulde
1 EIl EOAA86 4EA I[HudoEKas, ivould AaGerapp6aled t@icidiorss.

57. In another similar ruling, Judge Rodriguez would have granted a precautionary measure requested by
the defense lawyers of the members of Los Nocheros, and would have ordered the media to refrain from
publishing images or information about the musical groupand its members in the framework of the
informational coverage of a judicial case for alleged sexual abuse for which LautaroTerubg son of one of the
COi Op I Al AAOOh EO AAOAET AA8 4EA EOACA x1 Ol A EA@GA Al O]
Ei ACAOnh OEAAT Oh AAOAR AT i1 AT OOh OO0ithedask rd cobr&iring idagest ET E O
or the name of any of the members of the musical group, and would have communicated her decision to the
National Communications AgencyEnacomp4. On July 12, the Second Nomination Guarantees judge, Ignacio
Colombo, would have grantedhe appeal filed by the prosecutor Cecilia Flores Toranzos againgte judge's
decision, and would have ordered the nullity of the precautionaryneasuress.

58. On April 17, the Federal Administrative Contentious Court No. 10 would have partially granted a
precautionary measurerequestedby a Catholicgroup andordered to transfer awork of art on display to aclosed
room, with the prohibition of the entry of children and adolescentsThe Secretariatof Human Rightsand Cultural
Pluralism would not have appealedthe decision and subsequently ordered that the work be permanently

Provin =1 AcAl 6 1 A0 C
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removed. The work, made by the artist Silvia Laera and named "MariaFeminista", consists of a statuette of the
Virgin Mary intervened with the drawing of a handkerchief symbol of the activists in favor of the legalization of
abortion. It wasexhibited from March 9in the exhibition "Paratodes,tode - Plande Lucha",in the Cultural Center

of Memory HaroldoConti®é,

59. Article 13.2 of the American Convention explicitly states that the exercise of freedom of expression
cannot be subject to prior censorship. Additionally, principle 5 of théeclaration of Principles on Freedom of
PPDOAOOEIT AT OEOET A0 OEAO Ofr DYOETI O AAT Ol OOEEPh AEOAAOD
expression,opinion, or information transmitted through any meansof oral, written, artistic, visual, or electronic
communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictiongo the free circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as
the arbitrary imposition of information and the imposition of obstacles to the free flow of information violate
the right to freedom ofA @D OAOOET 1 6 8

H. Community broadcasting

60. The community television channelBarricada TV, of the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires, winner of a
licenseto broadcaston digital television, would faceajudicial processbecauseits director, Natalia Vinelli, would
be indicted for a protest held in 2018 to demand the integration of their signal within the griefthe Telecentro
and Cablevision cable operators. In addition to Vinelli, there would be an indictment against the political leader
Juan Grabois,the referent of the Argentine Community Radio Forum, Pablo Antoninihe delegate ofthe Press
Union of Buenos Aires (Sipreba), TomasEliaschev, Omar ZanariniReafdio Graficaand the leader José Maria Di
Bello. The defendants would have beerusnmoned to testify in the 12th Criminal and Prosecution Prosecutor's
| £FEEAA T £ OEA #EOU 1T &£ "OATT O ' EOAO O1 AAO OEA OEOI A 1 ¢
officio by the City Police after community and social communication organizians protested in the parkinglot
of the Canal 13building to demand a meeting withthe directors of the mediagroup®’.

I.  Impunity

61. The Correctional and Criminal Judge No. 3 of the city of Bahia Blanca, Susana Gonzalez, would have
acquitted an individual accused of threatening and intimidating journalist GermanSasso, director dfa Brijula
24, and other media reporters. The threats, made ovehe phone and in writing, would have occurred in 2017
with the aim of preventing the media from continuing to reporton drug trafficking activities in the area. Some
I £ OEA PEOAOGAO OOAA O1 EITOEIi EAAOA OADPI OOAOO xi OI A EA
AAT EIl Uhd OAEOEAO ADOO EO sedAOEAAGHRA GNTBE O U @ diyAd@epat@®A QIAE
I1T86 4EA EOACA xI tbdsdyingsAdd Aot rirAtheddgdiren@iisAaDthe announcement of a
serious and suitable evil", that no "intimidating tone" would have been noticed in the message, and that the
accused had clarified in thecall that it was not "a threat, but a warning." Prosecutor AgustinaOlguin, who had
OANOAOOAA OEOAA UAAOO ET PDPOEOIT A& O OEshewhudifappdaltie £ OA C(
decisiorfs.

J. Other relevant situations

62. Chamber V of the NationalChamber of Labor Appeals would have ordered the reinstatement of 68
workers from the state news agencyTélamwho had been laid off in 2018 in the framework of a restructuring
process initiated by the new Board othe media that let go of a total of 35&mployees, approximately 40% of
the workforce®®8 ! AAT OAET ¢ OF OEA AT 00O OOI Eich OEA AOOEI OEOQE
O1T OAAOIT T AAT U6 AU EEOET ¢ EOIT AO Ane Orisit PEeveniivOErdcéddré prodided | ET C
by law 24.013 to enable mas$ayoffs?o.

63. Accordingto asurvey of the PressUnion of BuenosAires (Sipreba) on the employment situation of press
workers, since 2016 at least 3,127 jobs would have been lost, only in the City of Buenos Aires. Of those, 990
would haveoccurredduring 2018 and 288 betweenJanuaryand May 2019. Acrossthe country the figure would
exceed4,500jobs. Asdetailed by the guild, at the beginning of the yearthe AM750radio of GrupoOctubrewould
have fired the journalist Paula "Poli" Sabatédueto her union duties. Editorial Atlantida would have laidoff
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more than 60 workers, the ClarirAGEA company, which publishes th€larinand Olénewspapers, would have
laid off 65 employees, and Publiexpress three othefs

71Sindicato de Prensa de Buenos Aires. June 10, 20&@




3. BAHAMAS

64. During 2019, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received information with concern aboutd lack of
progress in implementingthe Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), which was passed in 2017. There have also
been several cases in whicthe authorities have criminally denounced journalists or threatened to do so under
the guise of defamation [likel] as a mean to limit freedom oéxpression

A. Stigmatizing statements

65. Speakerof the HouseHalsonMoultrie delivered a speechcriticizing the work of the mediain the country.
According to public information, Molutrie said that the media had reducedthe quality and accuracy of
information by trying to compete with social networks, and that they had presented false or owdf-context
information. He also stated that the kgislative Assembly must be protected from these violations, accusing
Ei 601 A1l EOQOO 1T £ BAGDIT OHI OAOODOI T OO

66. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that public officialshave a duty to ensure that their
statements do not underminethe rights of those who contribute to the public discourse througtthe expression
and dissemination of their thoughts, such as journalists, media outlets, and human rights organizations, and
should be sensitive to the contextin which they speak,soasto ensurethat their statementsdo not constitute, in
the words ofthe# T OOOh O&I O0i 0 T £ AEOAADO 10 ET AEOAAO ET OAOAAOAI
seek to contribute with public deliberation through the expression and [dissemination] of teirOET OCE 008 6

B. Subsequent liability

67. Social networking commentator Gorman Bannister was reportedly sent to prison on July 8 on charges
of usingthe Internet to spread false accusations about former Cabinet Minister Tennyson Wells and his wife in
a seriesof voice notes posted on Facebookand Whatsapp.At his arraignment before JudgeDerenceRolle-Davis,
Bannister pleadednot guilty. The judge deniedreleaseon bond basedon lack of jurisdiction andreferred him to
the Bahamas Department ot | OOAAOET T Al 3A0OO0OEAAO8 3O0AO0ANOAT O1 Uh 11
Gregory Hilton ordered his release obond.7

68. ThisOffice of the Special Rapporteur has also documented several cases in recent years in which public
servants have responded to crticism by threatening to file criminal complaints alleging defamation.For
instance,Water and Sewerage Corporation executive chairmanAdrian Gibson announced on April 2 that he
would file a criminal defamation action against union leader Dwayne Woods afterelhclaimed that promotions
xAOA CEOAT O1 ZEAT Al A OOAEA8 'EAOIT AOOAAEAA OEAOA OOA
unfounded, implausible, and totally falsé5In another case,Deputy Police Commissioner Paul Rolle threatened
to take legal action against John McAfee, after McAfee published several messages on Twitter accusiag
deputy police commissioner of corruption. Rolle stated that the messages were harmful to héputation.?6

69. The groupRights Bahamascalled foranend @A OAEAEAS6 AOEI ET Al AAZEAT AGEI 1
unconstitutional and have no place in a moderdemocracy?’

70. The Office of the SpecialRapporteur recallsthat Principle 10 ofthe ) ! # ( 2edlabation of Principleson
Freedom of ExpressionAOOAATI EOEAO OEAOh OO0OOEOAAU 1 AxO OEIOI A 11
AEOOAI ET AOGETT 1T &£ ET £ Ol AGETT 1 &£ DOAIT EA ET OAOAOO8 4E/
guaranteedthrough civil sanctionsin those casesin which the personoffendedis a public official, a public person
or aprivate personwho hasvoluntarily becomeinvolved in matters of public interest. In addition, in thesecases,
it must be proven that in disseminatingthe news,the socialcommunicator hadthe specificintent to inflict harm,
was fully aware that false news was disseminated, or acted with gross negligence in efforts to determine the
truth or falsity of suchlT Ax 08 6

71. Furthermore, this Office has repeatedly maintained that theuse of criminal law to punish speech
referring to public officials is disproportionate when it concernsprotected speech suchasinformation or speech
on matters of public interest, and violateghe right to freedom of expression?’8

72Eyewitness News. October 24, 201#ouse speaker attacks medi@he Tribune. October 31, 2019Do It again and Ingraham would fire
Speaker

73]/A Court H. R.Case Rios et al v. Venezuela. Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations andJ@dgteent oflanuary 28, 2009. Serie C No.
194. Para. 139.

74TheTribune. July 9, 2019Social media commentatorremandedamaica Observer. July 12, 2018ocial media commentator released on bail
on charges of misusing interneThe Nassau Guardian. July 9, 201@ternet publisher bailed on libel charges
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C.Access toinformation

72. During 2019 severalcivil society organizations have called on the governmentto give priority to the full
enactment of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), passed in 2017inorder ®A1 EOAO OOEEO A&£O0T AA
to the people of The' AEAI™A 08 6

73. The Bahamian government said that the full implementation of the law would take until 2020 because
of the needfor extensivetraining within government departments and agenciesTheywould also be looking for
a professional to serve in the position of InformatiorCommissionerso

74. On January 30, a resolution was approved in the House of Assembly on the $30 million loan from the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to continue the digitization ogovernment services.According to the
resolution, the loan shouldbe used to support the implementation of the Freedom of Information Acby
AAGAT T PET ¢ A bl phovidingEiechnickl Guppordfori tHe iseipddmd oferation of the office dhe
information commissioner and conducting training to information managers to enhance transparency in public
sectorentitiesand enhancinginter-institutional co-ordination to effectivelyimplement FOIAprovisions38&0n April
8, at the signing ceremonyfor the IDB loan agreement,BahamianPrime Minister Hubert A. Minnis noted that its
objectivesinclude strengthening institutional capacityandimproving governmenttransparencyand integrity. 82

75 00ET AERPTIA v 1T &£ OEA ) ! #( 28 0A BARIAI AICEOHPDOA EOBICET AED
information held by the state is a fundamental right of every individual. States have the obligation to guarantee
the full exercise of this right. This principle allows only exceptional limitations that must bepreviously
established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in democratic
Ol AEAOEAOS8SS

79 Eyewitness News. May 14, 201%ivil Society calls attention to urgency of FQPhe Nassau Guardian. May 15, 201@ivil society groups
Nt

80The Nassau Guardian. May 7, 201Bethel: Full FOIA by May 20Fyewitness News. May 14, 201Livil Society calls attention to urgency

of FOIA The Nassau Guardian. May 15, 291Civil society groups urge FOIA enactment
8181 The Tribune. January 31, 2019Minnis Aiming of a single window for digital service$he Bahamas Investor. February 1, 201®{ouse

approves $30m IDB loan for tech upgrade&NS Network. January 31, 201%House of Assembly approve $30 million IDB loan for digital

government services

82The Government of The Bahamas. April 9, 2019. Press Reledsevernment secures IDB loans for-services; and for stabilization in the
event of natural disaster;, The Bahamas Investor. April 9, 2019DB backs Bahamas digital transformatigrnthe Nassau Guardian. April 9,
2019. IDB working on $25M credit facility to support Bahamian SMEEye Witness News. April 9, 201930 million loan from DB to digitize
the public service
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4. BARBADOS

76. In the context ofthe 2018 general elections, the elected Prime Minister Mia Mottley is said to have
proposed the introduction of a bill to ensure access to public information, to achieve grger transparency and
accountability. During 2019, different officials have statedthat the governmentwill focuson making the freedom
of information legislation effective, indicating that a complete transformation of the way the country's public
administration is managed is needed. They indicated that several measures have already been taken to achieve
more opennessand transparency, suchas pressbriefings after the Council of Ministers meeting. It is only at the
time of the finalization of this Annual Report that this preliminary draft wasapproved.

A. Access to information

77. In recent years, Barbados has discusselde possibility of introducing legislation to guarantee access to
public information. During the 2018 general eletion campaign, Prime Minister Mia Mottley had proposed the
introduction of such a law in the interest of greater transparency andccountability.83

78. On May 3, World Press Freedom Day, the Barbados Association of Journalists and Media Workers
(BARJAM) urgedhe Mottley administration to introduce a law on freedomofinformation. 84

79. Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs Dale Marshall said on August 11 thae government
would focuson the possibility of afreedom of information bill in the country over the next 12 months. However,
he clarified that this would first require a completetransformation of the way public administration is currently
handled.Henoted that, as a first step, the government of Barbados has taken several measuresdioieve more
openness and transparency, such as holding pe€abinet presdriefings.8s

80. At the same time, on November 12,Minister of Economic Affairs and InvestmentMarsha Caddlegave
assurances that the freedom of information legislation would benacted, and that the government was in the
POl AAOO 1T £ bOOOGEI ¢ ET DPI AAA A 101 AAO 1T £ OUGASfteh OAOQE
close of this Annual Report, that bill had not beepassed.

81. The Office of the Special Rapporteu kA AT 1 O OEAO O0OET AEPI A 1t 1T &£ OEA )1 ¢
&OAAATIT 1T £ %wgPOAOOEI T AOOAAI EOEAO OEAOR O! AAAOO O1 EIT E
individual. States have the obligation to guarantee the full exercise of thiright. This principle allows only
exceptional limitations that must be previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that
threatens national security in democraticOT AEAOEA 086

83]ACHR Annua 8 i i )

of Freedom of Expressmn in the Hemlsphere) OEA/Ser. L/V/II Doc 30 March 17, 2019. Para. 98
84 BarbadosToday.May 3, 2019. BARJAMallsfor Freedomof Information legislation; Nation News.May3, 2019. Bring freedomofinformation
laws.
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5. BELIZE

A. Freedom of expression in electoral contexts

82. On May 8, 2019, a referendum was held to decide whether take " A1 E Ur8ed Gispubel with
Guatemala tothe International Court of Justice8’To this end, the government invited election observation
groups from both the Caribbean Community (CARICORIEOM) andthe Commonwealth [Commonwealth
Observer GroupeeThe latterissued a stéement containing an initial assessment of the process, affirming that
OEA OAZEAOAT ADI xAO OAOAAEAI Ah OOAT OPAOAT Ghe idjokty dET A1 OOE
"AT EUAAT O xET O1 OAA8d6) O Al O AT bsereeds,Ghd médiafadd the golice forOCAT E
their respective roles in ensuringthe successof the referendum8°The Commonwealth Secretary General also
congratulated the people of Belize othe OOAAA OO ADOT OAEAOAT AOI h OOOAOGdT ¢ OE/
T AOGET 1 Alh adbittod Bechair of the Commonwealth Observer Group, Hubert Ingraham, highlighted the
high voter turnout and civic engagementof Belizeans?’Nevertheless the CommonwealthObserverGroupraised
OAOAOAT AiITAAOT O AAI 6O OEA OOEA AAANOAAU AT A OOAEEEAEA
voters were reportedly denied the franchise as a result of their inability to produce required voter re
registration documents from the Officeof Vital Statistics®2

g3. The Office othe3 DAAEAT 2ADPDI OOADOO OAAAI T O OEAOh O%l AAOEI T
and information as it is essential for citizens to have as much information as possible to make a decision in
castingtheir votes.Accordingly, free circulation of facts,ideas,and opinions is crucial. Unquestionably,the most
common way for citizens currently to inform themselves is through thé A A BA 8 0

B. Censorship of journalistic material

84. Prime Minister Dean Barrowwarnedthe media, in a letter from the law firm Barrow & Williams LLP,
that if the charges brought bythe U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) were-beoadcast or repeated, they
could be sued in a civil action. On Juri, the FT{iledchargeswith theU.S. Bankruptcy Court fothe Southern
District of Florida against the Prime Minister and several of his Cabinet members for their alleged involvement
in the SanctuaryBayBelizéraud.?#" A O O letreBs€@testhat any defamationor libel of him would poseaO OB A AE A
OEOEG6 O1 OEA (1 AAEAn OET AAh EZ£ OEAU AOA EAIT A 1 EAAI Anh
AT A OAPDOOAOGETThoe AT A OEAO AT U AAI ACAO AxAOAAA ACAET O
therefore notify you that any re-broadcast, republication, or repeating in any form of this information and/or
of unjustifiable commentary related to it may subjectyouto civil A A O E | deSafétith or slander of our client
poses a specialrisktoyousiAA EZ£ UT O AOA DOIT OAT 1 EAAI Ah A AT 60O xEI
reputation into account with the result that any award of damages against you magE 1T A OAKZOAA806 ¥

85. The Officeof the SpecialRapporteur recallsthat Article 13.2 of the AmericanConventionexplicitly states
that the exercise of freedom of expression cannot be subject to prior censorship. In addition, Principle Sttoé
) | # ( edatationof Principles on Freedomof Expressionestablishesthat O 0 Oderis@ship,direct or indirect
interference in or pressureexertedupon any expression,opinion or information transmitted through any means
of oral, written, artistic, visual or electronic communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictions to the free
circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of information and the imposition of
obstacles to the free flow of information violate the right to freedom ok 2D OAOOET T 80

C
C
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6. BOLIVIA

86. During 2019 Bolivia was marked by a political crisis that led to the resignation of former PresidentEvo
Morales and then led to the interim presidency of former Senator Jeanine Afiez. For more than 20 dtyes
country experienced an escalation of violence that took the lives of 35 peopfen the so-called massacres of
Sacaba (Cochabamba) and Senkafiaa Paz), owing to joint tasks between the Armed Forces (FFAA) and the
Bolivian Police. Similarly, clashes between protesters and human rights violatiofisby groups of citizens
mobilized during a civic strike in different cities of the country were reporteds. As a result, the InterAmerican
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) conducted an observation visit to Bolivia from November 22 t625n
this context, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has noted the lack of guarantees and security in the work of
journalists, popular communicators, andhe media. Along these lines, a complaint was matfé regarding the
death and possible murder of the Argentine journalist, Sebastian Moro, occurred in a scenario of generalized
crisis after the national elections and thepower vacancy that resulted from the resignation of former president
Morales. Likewise, this Office has expressed its concern about the persecution and harassment of independent
journalists and popular communicators, such ashe correspondent of La Izquiada Diario, Carlos Cornejothe
artist Leonel Jurado, the collaboratorof La Jornada de Méxi¢duan Truijillo, the student fromthe Universidad
Mayor de San Simon (UMSA), Alexander Fernandez, and the social media managers, Orestes Sotomayor and
Alejandra Qalinas, through theuseof criminal figuressuchA O OOA OOT OE OIS AT A OOAAEOQEI T ¢

87. In addition, the Office ofthe Special Rapporteur has called on the interim government authoritié&?
giventhe announcementsto changethe existing legalframework through laws that are not compatible with the
recommendations on freedom of expression of the inteAmerican human rights system. Among them stands
out the draft supremedecreeS/N, stipulating, amongother things, the reassignmentof the radios of the Original
Peoples (RPOs) in Bolivialps.

A. Freedom of expression in the context of post -electoral social crisis in Bolivia

88. The conflict in Bolivia began prior to the general election on October 21 and increased when the Fast
and Secure Recordlransmission [Transmision Rapida y Segura de Acla§REP) count was interrupted to
resume 24 hours later announcingthe victory to former President Evo Moralesand cancelinga possiblesecond
round of electionswhere the ruling party could havefacedthe opposition leader,CarlosMesa.The socialprotest
xAO POT 11T OAA AU OEA 11 OAIl A122F Bofivialdid A whichpcall&d for fedpdeiddE A OAE
the constitutional referendum of February 21, 2016, in which the draft constitutional amedment was rejected
to allow the president or vice president of the Bolivian State to run to be reelected more than once. To these
protests were added sectors of environmental activists that demanded the State coherence in their
environmental policies on knd, territory, and respect for prior consultation on extractive projects. The
demonstrations were enhanced after preliminary statements by auditors of the electoral process in Bolivia of
the Organization of American States (OAS), which indicated a possiblintentional fraud" in the national
elections. The social protest, formed mostly by mobilized sectors of the urban cone, denounced the lack of
OOAT OPAOAT AU ET OEA A1l AAGEI 108 )1 OEEO xAUh EIT ofAEZEEAC

AAT T AOAAUG CGieLi@Obhritted okhg cithdd Santa Cruz (Pro Santa Cruz Committeayhich
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Sacaba: seqguimos de lyt€haski Clandestina. November 19, 2018enkata: continuda represiorn; Chaski Clandestina. November 20, 2019.
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already resulted in 5 people killed and (sic) multiple injuries. Flrearms must be excluded from the devrces used to coumblpsotestaa 8
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lasted about 20 days and included the blockade of the main roads,emues, and the occupation of public
institutions 104,

89. According to public information, these protests escalated in the use of violeri€&after both political
fronts asked their supporters to defend their vote, which would have led to clashes that violatede exercise of
human rightst%, among them freedom of movement, freedom of association, anceapression.

90. ThelACHRandits Office of the SpecialRapporteur in different pressreleaseg?’ identified that sincethe
departure of former President Morales on November 1Gduring the power vacancy generated byhe uprising
of the National Police,the request for resignation by the armed forces,and with the self-proclamation of Senator
AneZ%8 asInterim Presidentof Bolivia, a processbackedby the Constitutional Courtin the country- there would
be astrong repressiveresponseby the security forcesagainstprotesters and socialmovementsof long historical
tradition, with the useof firearms and chemical agents that wouldhave generated an increase in the number of
people Kkilled, injured, and detained®. Specifically, it observedthe lack of guarantees and permanent
aggressions duringthe coverage of such protests towards journalists, popular communicators, activists, and
anyone who tried to document the excessive use fifrce.

91. During its observation visit to the country, the IACHRO received information from civil society
organizations and the Ombudsman's Office, the latter issued a statement on Octobe#28emanding that the
mobilized social sectorsthe State, andthe police guaranteethe security and physical integrity of journalists in
the exercise of their work. Along these lines, this Office has also received complaints from the National Press
Association of Bolive (ANP) and the Cochabamba Press Workers Federat{&STPC)!2.

92. The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur has registered attacks against around 70 journalists and popular
communicators from some 25 national and international media outlets. The attackswould have beenoriginated
both by some violent protesters who supported the civic strike from the movement called "Pititas", as well as
by violent groups of supporters of the former Moralesgovernment,and alsoby the excessiveuseof force in joint
tasks of the National Police and the Armed Forcé®. Among the main violations of the exercisef freedom of
expression and the right to access to public information recorded regarding the death and possible murder of
journalist Sebastian Moro, attacks such assults, and beatings, in addition to the use of dynamite, confiscation
of work equipment, stigmatizing statements, censorship, obstruction of coverage and doxii¢campaigns,
deliberate misinformation, and the use of the legal framework under criminal offensesuchasO OA A BRIE T T &
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violations to the exercise of their fundamental rights. Different media reported that they stopped covering

certain manifestations and topics arguing lack of protection, security, and guarantees for the exercise of their
journalistic activity by the State!1s,

B. Attacks, Threats, Intimidations

93. During the civic strike carried out between October 21 and November 10, this Office received
complaints about attacks on reporters of the newspapersEl Deber, La Raz6n PaginaSiete LosTiempos Opinién
PrensaRural, andAgencia de Noticias Fidg&NF), the TV channel\TB, UNITEL, Gigavision, Red Uno, Bolivisién,
PAT, Tele C, and Abya Yabndthe radio stations Pio XII, Erbol, Radio Patria Nueva, Kawsachun Coca R&tin,
Simén Radipand Ichilo Radio, amongtherstie,

94. Among the relevant attacks due to the high degree of violence are the attack on photojournalist Miguel
Carrascoof LaRaz6ri7, who was hit with a stonein the headwhen he was covering the confrontations between
protesters, which left him with nine stitches. Something similar would have happened to journalist Crisélogo
Aleman who accompaniedhe caravan of protesters from the department of Potosi that were heading towards
La Paz to demand the resignationfdoralest18. Aleman denounced that they were ambushed and attacked by
supporters of the former president inthe Vila Vila region, where he would have received a blow that caused a
wound on his forehead. Popular communicators also denounced attacks by miied violent protesters, who
would have hinderedthe free mobility of journalists and popular communicatorg?, among other citizens. Juan
Carlos Rocha, former president of the ANP and content director of the EI Deber Group, denounced he received
blows while trying to cover a blockade-within the civic strike- in Santa Cru#20. On November 5, agressions
againts several journalists in El Alto were reported, when protesters surroundedhe airport preventing the
departure of the president of the Pro Santa Crz Civic Committee, Luis Fernando Camacho, who was heading to
La Paz to deliver a letter to the then president requesting higsignationi2:,

95. The attacks against women journalists are also relevant. For example, tRed Unaeporter, Maria José
Mollinedo, was threatened with being burned and was intimidated through insults based on her gender when
shecoveredsomemobilized groups: 0 % 00 @ 100 O B O & DB dvére the insults expressedand documented.
Journalist Carla Pabon, also ®ed Unpwas held, threatened, and beaten by a group of mobilized doctors, and
journalist Raiza Cruz, fromthe same media, and her cameraman, were assted by protesters in El Alto, who
would have beaten and insulted them. Along the same lines is what happened WiNITEL journalist, Helga
Velasco, andRed Unaelevision presenter, Ximena Zalzer, who would have been attacked by neighbors who
supported civic strike in the Las Palmas neighborhood of Santa Cruz. Also, the journalist of tBaardianasite,
Miriam Jemiowould havebeenintimidated andinsulted, while shewascovering the civic strike in LaPaZ23. On
the other hand,accordingto public knowledgeinformation, the ANPandthe Associationof Journalistsof LaPaz

115 ]ACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Avarlable at Archive of the Office of the Specral Rapporteurs for Freedom of Expressl;kIDHR
December 10, 2019 g ) )
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(APLP) demanded, through a joint statement, guarantees for the work of the journalist ©élevision Universitaria
of Canall3, Ximena Galarzareporting that shewould have beernthreatened after aninterview 124,

96. Accordingto public information, on November6, one of the most violent daysof the post-electioncrisis,
members of the Cochala Youth Resistance (RJC) group attacked, on motorcycles and while armed, people
indigenous social movements and rural individuals, who were on vigil ithe town of Vinto (on the outskirts of
Cochabamba). The mayor of this town, Patricia Arce, was harassed with a series of humiliating treatments; for
example, her hair was cutshewas sprayed with paint, she was hit while on the ground, and forced to walk
barefoot. Alongthe samelines, the group hit and humiliatedthe rural leader and former vice minister of
interculturality, FelicianoVegamonten both casesthe aggressorswould havebeenidentified aspart of various
violent groups part of the civic strike in that city, including RJCwho alsofilmed and spreadthe attackson socia
networks. This Officealsoreceived complaints that would indicate that the violent group would be promoted by
regional civic authorities, who allegedlywith the support of the Police would intimidate followers, leaders,and
authorities of the Moralesparty, the Movement To Socialism[MovimientoAl Socialismd (MAS)25,

97. In this sameline, there were attacks orthe journalist of LosTiempos Cristina Cotari, who was forced to
stop recording while covering the aforementioned confrontation&?¢. A day later, on November,the La Razén
correspondent,AngélicaMelgarejo,denouncedthreats andintimidation when shetried to getaninterview with
the leaders ofthe RJC group, one day aftehe episodes of violence in Vinto. During the days of civic blockade,
this group was the only one that would have been allowed by protesters to mobilize on motorcycles duritige
strike 127,

98. This Office hastaken note of the persistenceof threats andintimidat ion towards journalists and popular
communicators by the RJE8 group in Cochabamba. Journalists have reported that intimidation intensifies
during certain coverage, such as when indigenous groups or rural peoptebilize.

99. Likewise,accordingto public information, alsoon November 6, allegedofficials of the Ministry of Health
would have shot firecrackers fromthe roof of the institution against protesters mobilized around the place. In
addition, civic leaders in La Paz denounced that mining org&ations would continue using dynamite, which
would have jeopardized the safety of the civilian population at the governmeheadquarterst2.

100. On November 8, the photographer of the newspapdpPagina Siete Gaston Brito, was arrested by the
police and takento the facilities ofthe Special Force Against CrimeHuerza Especial de Lucha Contra el Crirhen
(FELCCpfLaPazwhere heremained detainedfor 30 minutes. Accordingto public information, the Commander
in charge would have explained that they never issued an arrest warrant against him and that it woule a
misunderstanding.For his part, the journalist arguedthat it could havebeenpressuresto give information about
other foreign journalists doing coverage-<0.

101. This Office has identified a second time frame where human rights violations developed. November 9
marked a break inthe demonstrations and protests within the civic strike in Bolivia,dueto the aforementioned
uprising by the Police, who, together withthe armed forces, requestedthe resignation of then President
Moralestst,

102. Asreported in the observationvisit to Bolivia of the IACHR dueto the absenceof the public force,looting
andfires would have beenrecordedat the headquartersof political parties, private homesof politicians, leaders
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and journalists, as well as attacks against prate media antennas such a¥VU, Red Uno, UNITEAs well as
attacks and harassment against their officials2.

103. Among them were recorded: the burningof the headquarters ofthe Six Federations ofthe Tropic of
Chapare and the MAS where thfacilities of the Kawsachun Coca Community Radi8 and the installation of
facilities of different state media werelocated!34.

104. It is of relevance due to the degree of violence, the fire caused in the housé'®lUjournalist, Casimira
Lema, located in Chsquipampa, in the southern part of La Paz. According to public information, the
communicator was not at homewhen a violent group arrived to setthe building on fire 135,

105. Along the same lines, on November 9, violent groups also set fire to the housetaf governor of the
Department of Oruro, Victor Hugo Vasqué, who resigned publicly, as well as that of the municipal mayor of
Oruro, SaulAguilar. Likewise, residencesand other properties were burned, destroyed,or looted, like that of the
then President, Evo Morales, that of his sister, Esther Morales, that tbE governor of Chuquisaca, Esteban
Urquizu®3?, that of the former president of the Chamber of Deputies Victor Bordavhose brother was taken as
a hostage; that of the MASSenator Onar Aguilar, that of the departmental congresswoman of the MAS Sandra
Sifiani, thatof the congress deputy David Ramos, that tifie Minister of Mining and Metallurgy César Navarre
aswell ashis mother's housein the city of Potosi; that of the Minister of the Presidency JuanRaménQuintanat3s,
that of the mayor of El Alto, Soledad Chapeté#d, and that of the indigenous leader Nelson Condori,
representative of the Single Trade Union Confederation of Rural Workers of Bolivia (CSTUZB)in the
municipality of Guaqui; also, that of the rector of the Universidad Mayor de San Andrés (UMSA) and leader of
the National Committee for the Defense of Democracy (CONADE), Waldo Albarr&tinwho during previous
mobilizations would also have been violenthattacked.

106. On November9, groups of violent mobilized people requesting the resignation of former President
Morales took over the premises of the Single Trade Union Confederation of Peasant Workers of Bolivia
(CSUTCB), and would have vexed and tied a pdstthe director of Radio Comunidad/ from the Prensa Rural
newspaper, Joséramayot42,

107. According to complaints received bythe IACHR, the correspondent of the ArgentindPagina 12
newspaper, Sebastian Moro, also a contributor tBrensa Rural would have be@ covering the attacks against
Aramayo. A day later, on November 10, and after having sent the last articleth® Argentine media about the
situation in Bolivia, the journalist was found unconscious at his home and died six days later in a private clinic,
accordingto the medicalreport due to a ACV although his family hasdenouncedthe possibility that he hadbeen
murdered for his journalistic work 143,

108. The IACHR and its Office ofthe Special Rapporteur have received information on the unclear
circumstancessurrounding the death of the journalist, including the medicalrecord that registeredthe existence
of polytrauma in his body andthe lack of work equipmentat his home,suchashis recorder, vest,and notebook.
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Also, there would have been audios erased from his phone and according to complaints filed by the family, the
private clinic would have confiscatedthe journalist's medicaldocuments,a confiscationthat would persist until
the closing date of this 2019Annual Report44,

109. The Officeof the Special Rapporteur has repeatedly indicated thahe murder of journalists constitutes
the most extreme form of censorship and that States have a positive obligation to identify and punitite
perpetrators of these crimes. For this Office,it is essentialthat the Stateinvestigate,in acomplete,effective,and
impartial manner, the murders of journalists and clarify their motives and judicially determine the relationship
they may have with journalistic activity and freedom of expression. The authorities should not rule ouhe
exercise of journalism as a motive for murder and/or aggession beforethe investigation is completed. The
omission of logical lines of investigation or the lack of diligence in the collection of evidence in this regard can
have serious repercussions in the development of the processes in stages of indictmenttidal. Not having
completely exhausted the logical lines of research results in, above all, that intellectual authors cannot be
identified.

110. Along theselines, the IACHRreceivedwith concernthe information onthe approval of SupremeDecree
No. 4078 on Neember 14, regarding the actions of the Armed Forces in the country. According the
information received, the Decree intends to exempt from criminal responsibilitythe personnel of the Armed
Forces that participate in the operations for the restoration finternal order and publicstability 145.

111. On November 14,the Minister of Communication, Roxana Lizérraga, appointed bthe proclaimed
PresidentJeanineAfiez threatened national andinternational journalists with criminal proceedingsfor sedition,
OOAOET ¢ OEAO OOEI OA EiI OO1T Al EOGOO 10 POAOAT EI 60T Al EOCOO
the law, because what some journalists who are Bolivians or foreigners who are committing sedition in our
country do have to respondt " T 1 E O&dA in additbor, GHe indicated that these journalists are already
identified andthat the Minister of Government"will take the relevant actions"46. which would havecontributed
to creating a climateof silencing in thepress.

112. On November12, the newspapersPagina Sietein La Paz,Los Tiemposand Opinion of Cochabamba,
suspendedthe circulation of their respective printed editions, giventhe climate of insecurity and intimidation
to journalists and their media. The newspapeEl Dia de Santa Crueeported that it stopped circulating in print
format since October 23 due to the indefinite strike irthe region147.

113. In this context, the Office ofthe Special Rapporteur has registered attacks on foreign journalists of
Péagina 12, TN, Créca, América, Telefé, TeleSandAljazeera,among otherg48. On this last mediumAljazeerg
it was informed that their reporter Teresa Bo was intentionally gassed by members dhe Police while
broadcasting live protests. According tahe information collected, the majority of foreign correspondents left
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transmiten por cable

148Telefe Noticias. November 12, 201%| testimonio del opositor Luis Fernando Camagiifobae. November 13, 201%iolenta agresion al
equipode AméricaNoticiasquecubrela crisisenBolivia,; O Befeto bethe story becausaveare hereto reportonwhatisE ADDARER QB8 0OAS O
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decidemdeixar Bolivia apds receberem ameagd®lam. November 15, 2019.

DAOA OAIGEXA Noketmber 14, 2019IFEXALC condena agresiones a periodistas en Bojit#Bolivia Minister of communicaion,
appointedbythe current selfproclaimedgovernmentstigmatizesandthreatensjournalists,jeopardizingthe freedomof expressiorand security
of the press workers who are covering the conflict in that countriIP Regional Twitter accountNovember 15, 2019. 5.09 AM Telesur.
November15,2019. Gobiernodefacto deBoliviaamenazaa periodistas AméricaTV.November14,2019. Echanal equipode AméricaNoticas

y A24 de BoliviaJosé Vifiuela #Ciberperiodismo/Youtube. November 14, 201Bolivia. Periodistas en peligro. Camarografo de Telefe espera
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the country due to the attacks, thdack of guarantees, the alleged pressure from protesters, and also due to
defamation campaign$#©.

114. Also,on November 29, the correspondentfor La Jornadaand Desinformemonosle México,JuanTrujillo,
reported having been detained without justification bythe Police, who transferredhim on a patrol without a
license plate to Immigration offices. Trujillo also explained that they refused to call his diplomatic
OAPOAOGAT OAOETTh AT11AAOAA EEO DPAOOIT Al AAOAGAER KEBGAE
he promised to regularize his employmensituation?so,

115.On November 23, Pando Department Senator Carmen Gonzales, an alliance candidate between
Leopoldo Fernandez and Carlos Mesa in the October 2019 elections, made statements against Argentine
journalists, who denounced that this would boost harassme#t! for their work in the country.

116. According to information provided to this Office, on December 12 during the conversation conducted
by the NGOThe Dialoguein WashingtonD.Cwith the civic leader,Luis FernandoCamachodifferent groupsthat
supported him, verbally and physically attacked journalists and activists demonstrating against Camacho's
presence in the country, denouncindie was oneof the facilitators of an alleged coup in Bolivia The activists
were evictedfrom the sceneand would havebeenexposedto attacksby supporters of Camachowho threatened
to call immigration agents to detairthem?52,

117. During the interim government of AfieZ53, due to the strong repressive responseby the security forces,
with the useof firearms, it was of particular concernfor the IACHRthe fact that there were combined operations
of the National Police and of the Armed Forces for the control of public order, without adequate legal support.
Likewise, the IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur expressed concern about the participation of the
Armed Forces in operatons to control public order and, in particular, to promote citizen security irthe context
of socialprotests?s4.

118. The Office of the SpecialRapporteur urgesthe Stateof Bolivia to investigate,in acomplete,effectiveand
impartial manner, thesecrimes that affect the entire society, clarify their motives, and judicially determine the
relationship they might have with their activity as communicators. In this sense, it is essential that the
authorities investigate these facts without ruling out thehypothesis of the link with journalistic activity and
freedom ofexpression.

119. Additionally, principle 9 of the Declaration of Principleson Freedom of Expression ofhe IACHR states
that "[tlhe murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the material
destruction of communications media violatethe fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict
freedom of expression. It is the duty ofhe state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their
perpetrators and to ensure that victims receive due compensation.” Particularly, in the case of crimes against
journalists and social communicators, the IACHR has indicated that impunity contributes to selénsorship of
the press.

120. In turn, regarding violence againstwomen journalists, the Office of the SpecialRapporteur stressedthat
Ox1 1 AT ET 001 Al EGOO AE Ob Gteenderbased vibléndel inthe wotkplaceCahdobtkel A |
C O1 O&ndtheg facedifferentiated forms of violence by state and non-state actors,aswell aslack of protection
and obstacles in access to justice also differentiated from themale partners. In this regard, the Office othe
Special Rapporteur has highlightedhe importance of integrating a gener perspective to ensure that women
journalists are adequately protected and can exercise their right to freedonof expression without undue
restrictions.

122, EEAxEOARh OEA *TETO $AAI AOAOCEITT 11 AOEIi AO AGCAET OO
thereis evidencethat acrime committed may be acrime againstfreedom of expression,the investigation should

149 Ciberperiodismo / Youtube. 14 de Noviembre de 2019. BoI|V|a Penodlstas en pellgmalmmgtatmdeleletejspetaﬂmatado

Infobae. 13 de Noviembre de 201%/iolenta a g A WiActvistas agentinos

usan videos pasados de protestas contra Evo para deC|r que es una protesta actual en favor de Evo. Denunciemos estagieuentas
OAOCEOAOOAT 1T A OAOAAA U Oe&ii Al 1 OOE A Oueid de Fwitter Adl doidehtdetaieAUT O AT 1T O O1 OE& |
internacionalista Andrés Guzman Escobarl6 de Noviembre de 2019

150]ACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Complaints December 17, 2019. Available at: Archive Offihe of

the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expession.
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proceed with the assumption that it is a crime of such nature until proven otherwise, and all relevant
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122. During its observation visit to Bolivia, the IACHR and itsOffice of the Special Rapporteur received
information on attacks that occurred duringthe coverage of the repression ofhe mobilizations at the Huallani
bridge in Cochabamba, called the Sacaba massacre. On November 15, journalist and cameraman oiTBe
television network, Sergio Figueroa, would have been assaulted by protesters, who attacked him based on the
alleged silence of the national press. As reported, in that same episode, unknown individuals would have
launched a firecracker towards journalistsand military officers allegedly causing injuries to four reporters:
Fernando Bustamante, César Baldelomar, Ronald Aguilar, and Sergio Figueroa. In addition, protesters would
have thrown rocks at six otherjournalists2ss,

123. The Office of the Special Rapporte recalls that "the protection of the right to freedom of expression
requires that the authorities ensure the necessary conditions for journalists to cover facts of notorious public
interest such as those related to social protests." Likewise, the 2013idibDeclaration on violence against
journalists in the framework of social demonstrations indicates that the rights of assembly and freedom of
APOAOGOEIT OAOA &EO1T AAI AT 6A1 AT A OEAEO COAOAT OAA EO
demoaatic society. A State may impose reasonable limitations on demonstrations in order to ensure their
peaceful development or disperse those that become violent, provided that such limits are governed te
principles of legality, necessity,and proportiona lity. In addition, dispersing a demonstration must be justified in
the duty of protection of people, andhe safest and least harmful measures for protesters shoulde used. The
useof force in public demonstrations must be exceptionalandin strictly necessarycircumstancesin accordance
with internationally recognized D OET AEDI A0

124. In the 2013 Joint Declaration on violence againstjournalists in the framework of social demonstrations
indicates that the rights of assembly and freedom cR 3D OAOGOET 1T OAOA £OT AAT AT OAI
necessary condition for existence and functioning of a democratic society. A State may impose reasonable
limitations on demonstrations in order to ensure their peaceful development or disperse those thdiecome
violent, provided that such limits are governed by the principles of legality, necessity, and proportionality. In
addition, dispersing a demonstration must be justified in the duty of protection of people, and the safest and
least harmful measuresfor protesters should be used. The use of force in public demonstrations must be

exceptionalandin strictly necessarycircumstancesin accordancewith internationally recognizedd OET AB.D1 A O6

C. Legal Reforms o y . . .
125. The IACHR and its Office ahe Special RappoOA OO OAAAEOAA ET £ O AGET |

OEA

government, duringthesoA Al 1 AA AT 1T AETI EAOQGEI T 1T £ MEROIAD DA OOUGL G /068

created to arrest those who, according to their perception, wouldbe encouraging subversion. To do thisthe
State would have used article 123 ahe Criminal Codeto criminalize protesters who demanded justice for the
deathsthat occurred in the massacresof Sacabaand Senkataand alsoagainstrural and socialmovementleaders
who complainedabout Morales'sresignation and anallegedcoup d'etat!%®, Also,after repealing SupremeDecree
No. 4078,the Minister of Government, Arturo Murillo, used the term "hunt" several times to refer to the
persecution of alleged subversive groups, describing the protesters as "narberrorists.” According to public
knowledge information, as a result, he announcethe creation of an antiterrorism group26o,

126. In this regard, humanrights defenders,staff of the Ombudsman'sOfficein LaPazand Cochabambaand
popular communicators have denounced attacks, threats, and intimidatiéft by Police and Youth Resistance
Cochala RJCYyroups.

155 JACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. June 25, 20@ht Declaration on Crimes Against Freedom of
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1272) 06 O EI Bl OlieAdtedtiordof uniletsify Atudents on November21, within the framework of
the funeral processionof the victims of the so-called Senkata massacre in La Paz, whetiee police made
excessive us of force with the indiscriminate useof chemical agents and blows, to suppress the demonstration
that carried the coffins of the victims. Among the several detainees was Alexandro Fernandez, a studenhef
UMSA University Film and Audiovisual Production career. The incident happened white was recording the
march and was reprimanded by television reporters who handed him over to the Poli¢&. The students would
have been insulted, psychologically intimidéed, and physically assaulted in detention, as well as threatened
with being charged for sedition anderrorism.

128. This Office has received information about death threats and harassment against popular
communicators, independent journalists, and activists Wo were documenting and covering the police
repression situation in the country since Novembet 5163,

129. On December 16the correspondent ofLa Izquierda Diarioof Argentina and Brazil, Carlos Cornejo, the
plastic artist, Leonel Jurado, and thectivist, Andrea Mamani were arrested when they placed posters for a
Kermessefor the benefit of the woundedin SenkataThearrest would havebeencarried out without due process
andtheywould havebeenharassedby the Police.Mamaniwasreleaseda few hours later and Cornejoand Jurado
were detainedfor more than 24 hours on chargesof allegedsedition and instigation to commit crimes 164,

130. On Decemberl9, journalists from Los Tiemposand Opiniéndenounced attacks bythe Cochala Youth
Resistance(RJCgroup, who would havethreatenedwith firearms anyonewho filmed their attacksagainstsocial
activists and movementswhile onvigil in the CochabambaDepartmental Assembly(ADC)that was preparing to
electits members.The RJQyroup would have surrounded those who participated in the vigil and threw eggsand
water at them, expressing, among other qualifications, "go bathe, smelly”, and would have psychologically
assaulted those present. Journalists denounced physical aggressions ahdeats of a sexual nature, such as:
"That ass is mine", "we are going to rape you", "the motel is already paid”, "we are going to put a stick in you",
"we know where you live", "we are going to kilyou"16s.

131. According to public information, on December 31, social network managers part of the Agency for
Electronic Government and Information and Communication Technologie®\fencia de Gobierno Electrénico y
Tecnologias de Informacion y Comunicac®n j | ' %4 ) #q AT A ET 000 1 A AdEKE AO RAENE |
OrestesSotomayorand Alejandra Salinaswere arrested and chargedon chargesof "improper use of influences"
and "sedition.” At that timethe Bolivian Police announced that it was carrying out a "cyb@® A O @ 1 6

132. This Office has received amplaints about the investigative decision proposed by Senator Oscar Ortiz
regarding the the ATBand PATtelevision channels, the morning showLa Razon and the Gravetal and ProVida
companies, by whichhe asked the State Attorney General's Office theonfiguration of a commission of
prosecutors, claiming that these companies would be linked to former President Morales and former Vice
President Alvaro Garcid.ineralé’.

133. On the other hand, on December 10, the interim Minister of Communication, Roxana liz@a,
presenteda bill with ambiguousand unclear articles on freedom of expression This Office hasnoted that one of
EOO AOOEAI AO AOOAAI EOEAO OEAO OEA -ETEOOOU 1 A& #1110l
assignment and/or reallocatoni O OAOOECT ET ¢ 1T O Ohdoridinkl pebiileE-TREO'OtAin OA AE |
the framework of socialinclusion to extendthe right of accesto E 1 /& O [ 16 Bl@hd thedelines, the leader of
the rural movement in the country, Roberto Rodolfo Machaca, informed th#ihe 53 radios managed by native
peoples and social organizations, would have suspended their newscasts until the interim governmeetided

163 os Tiempos. December 2, 201%na persona porta un arma presuntamente de fuego durante |la salida de Pumari de la jJDS&on.

December 20, 2019 n nul =BhaskiClandestina. December 20, 201®e vigilias

partamentales

164 La Izqwerda D|ar|o December 17 2019 -
pruebas P&agina Siete. December 16, 2019 ! ar
165 | os Tiempos. December 19, 2019/arios penodlstas son V|ct1mas de agresnon@plnlon December 192019 Intimidan con arma a
periodista durante vigilia por vocalias al TEDChaskiClandestina. December 20, 2019e vigilias, agresiones y amenazas: Las calles de
Cochabamba durante la eleccion de vocales departamentales
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Deber. January 1, 202061 Op AT A
funcionarios de Agetic abre auditorias a contratos en redes

167 Opinion. December 15, 20190rtiz abre investigacion sobre tres medios de comunicacibe Razén. December 14, 201®enuncian
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their future. The executive of the Central Obrera Boliviana (COB), Juan Carlos Huarachi, expressed his concern
in this regard and stressed that these radios inform sectoral and regional issué%

134. Principle 13 of the Declarationof Principles statesthat O O &xérciseof power andthe useof public funds
by the state,the granting of customs duty privileges,the arbitrary and discriminatory placement of official
advertising and government loans; the concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among others,
with the intent to put pressure on and punish or reward and provide privileges to social communicators and
communications media because of the opinions they express threaten freedom of expression, and must be
explicitly prohibited by law. The meansof communicationhavethe right to carry out their role in anindependent
manner. Direct or indirect pressures exerted upon journalists or other social communicators to stifle the
dissemination of information are incompatible with freedom ofA 2D OAOOET 1 6 8

135. The/ £ZEAA 1T £ OEA 3DPAAEA] 2APDPIi OOAOO EAO ET AEAAOAA
participants in a demonstration constitutes a serious restriction and with serious consequences for freedoaof
expression andthe rights of assembly associaton, and political participation that¥ § canonly be usedin avery

136.) O EAO Al O ET AEAAOAA OEAO OOEA AOQEI ET Al EUAOGEIT 1
who leadthem, not only hasanimpact on the right to freedom of expressionand assembly, butalsoseriousand
systemic effects on the exercise dhe rights of freedom of association and political participation. In particular,
criminalization generates aseries of impacts on the free functioning and articulation of organizations, political
parties, unions, networks, movements, or other groups to which the accused persohd I 1171, C 6

D. Prior censorship, direct or indirect

137. This Officehasreceivedcomplaints about pressuresthat newspaperstaffin Bolivia would havereceived
to condition certain coverage in favor of regional civic groups claiming that their editoridine is in "defense of
democracyand a peacefultransition.” The communicators askedto keeptheir namesin reserve toprotect their
sources, which wouldbethreatened!72.

138. According to publicly available information, the Vice Minister of Communication of former President
Evo Morales, Leyla Medinacelli, would have communicated via telephone call with an editor of the newspaper
ElDeberto "askfor aheadline." The call cameafter the TSEannouncedthe results of the 95% quick count, which
would have suggested that there would be no second round in Bolivia. As reported by the same newspaper,
among the allegations made by the former minister to changtneE AAAT ET Ah OEA x1 O1 A EAOA
headline that spoke of a 'second round’, had caused people to mobilizetive streets, thusshex AO OAOEEIT C&
cA EAAAT ET A OdedoBOAAI T AETI EUAOS

139. On November 14, journalist and political analyst &los Valverde denounced intimidation by members
of the Civic Committee of SantaCruz,who allegedlywould defendthe interests of their President,Luis Fernando
Camacho. Valverde said they would seek to intimidate him because of his criticism of thansitional
government and his complaints agains€amaché?4.

140. OnNovember 21, the Telesurtelevision network denouncedthe blocking of its signaland on November
27, the samewould happen with the Russian channelActualidad RT These restrictions weremade by private
companies, such as Cotas, and also by the state company Entel. The above, presumably without any
justification 175,

141. On December3, it was informed that the cartoonist of the newspaperLa Razén Alejandro Salazar,
informed the directive of the media that given the harassment and intimidation of whichewas being a victim,
he had decidedto stop publishing his cartoons,arguing that he did not havethe conditions to continue doing his
job17s,

142. The Office of the SpecialRapporteur reminds that Article 13.2 of the American Convention explicitly
statesthat the exercise offreedom of expressioncannotbe subjectto prior censorship.Additionally, principle 5

of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom chh@D OAOOET T A1 OEOET AO OEAO Of DYOEI

interference in or pressure exerted upon any expression, opinion, or information transmitted through any
meansof oral, written, artistic, visual, or electronic communication must be prohibited by law. Restrictions to

169 Proyecto Decreto Supremo S//N. Available at: Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.LarRdz
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170]ACHR Protestand HumanRights. OEA/Ser.L/V/Il. CIDH/RELE/INF.22/19. Septembe019. Para. 185.

171]ACHR Protestand Human Rights OEA/Ser.L/V/Il. CIDH/RELE/INF.22/19. September2019. Para. 193.

172]ACHR, Observation visit to Bolivia. Available in: Archives of the Office of the SpeBlapporteur for Freedom of Expression.
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the free circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of information and imposition

I £ 1TAOOAAT AO O OEA &AOAA m i1 x 1 &£ EI £ O AOGETT OEIT |1 AOA

E. Deliberated misinformation campaigns

143. On the other hand, according to information provided to the IACHR, during the pestectoral political
crisis in Bdivia, different violations of freedom of expression would have been identified through the
dissemination of deliberate misinformation both during the national elections and after. Among them, the
Bolivian Information Agency(ABI) would have disseminatedphotographs of armed groupsand "paramilitaries”
of Venezuela, to show the conflict and clashesBolivial??.

144. According to information received by this Office, fake Twitter accounts would have been used to
position different political agendas, as well asn the statement of a Spanish researcher who published a report
onthe use ofbots in support of the civic leaderLuis FernandoCamachcandto the interim government of Afiez.
According to what he denounced, in different media, there would be around 68 thaand accounts created,
which would have shared 14 hashtags such as: #BoliviaLibreyDemocratica, #NoHayGolpeEnBolivia,
#EvoEsFraude, #BoliviaUnida, amongtherst7s,

145. The Officeof the Special Rapporteur recalls that Article 13.2 of the American Convention prides for
the possibility of establishing restrictions on freedomof thought and expression throughthe application of
subsequent liabilities for the abusive exercise of this right. In this sense, although whoever spreatis false
information knowing that it is false and causes damage maye subject to reprimand, it should preferably be
through the exerciseof the right of rectification or responseor, in the eventthat the damagewas serious,through
civil liability remediesprovided. Likewise, the Inter -American Court hasindicated that Criminal Law is the most
restrictive and severe means of establishing responsibilities regarding an unlawfabnduct.

F. Internet and freedom of expression

146. The Office of the SpecialRapporteur hasreceived complaints about violations of freedom of expression
through the use of technologies duringthe post-electoral political crisis in Bolivia. According to the Bolivia
Internet Foundation,19 incidents of temporary restriction and blocking of media pageson Facebookand Twitter
would have been identified. In addition, cases of Internet and calls outages by the state company Entel were
reported after the Senkata massacres, amomghers!7e.

G. Acces toinformation

147. Finally, journalists, relatives of victims, and wunded individuals have denounced the lackof access to
public information during the transition of governments. In this regard, it was informed that the relativeof
those injured in the Sacaba massacre would have been denied information at the Viedma Hite in
Cochabamba. In this line, it should be noted that the Official Gazette has stopped uploading the draft bills and
decreessinceNovember 14, making access to information on issues of public interedifficult 18,

148. Principle 4 of the Declaration of Finciples on Freedom of Expression ofhe IACHR establishes that
OAAAAOGO OI EI f8édaiess@ Riidhmedtd fight of 2wdry individual. States havhe obligation to
guaranteethe full exerciseof this right. This principle allows only exceptionallimitations that must be previously
established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in democratic
Ol A E Atéunditddascountthe principle of maximum disclosure,the law should guaranteethe most effective
andwidest possibleaccesdo public information, and exceptionsshould not becomethe generalrule in practice.

In addition, the exceptions regime must be interpreted restrictively, and any doubt must be resolved by
transparency andaccess.

H. Progress

149. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has welcomed the enactment, on July 8, by former President
Morales, of Law No. 1197, which would abolish the obligation of the media to disseminate, free of charge, the
content of laws, as well as elgoral propaganda in the country. In addition, it established that the free
dissemination of informational, educational, preventive, and social content that is defined by the State should
be a voluntary activity by the media, without any obligation. In this way, the norm would adhere to the

178 Invest|gat|on by Jullan Mauas Tovar November 22 201$le§_de_Eslado_en_RRSSI DIaI‘IO November 21 2019Llnaiampana
3 a a. El Desconcierto.
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179]ACHR Offlceofthe SpemalRapporteurfor Freedomof Expressmn Reports Avallableln Archlves of the Offlceofthe SpecialRapporteur
for Freedom of Expression. Fundacién Internet Bolivia. November, 201®0ocumento de denuncias de abusos y violaciones de Derechos
Humanos a través del uso de tecnologias durante la crisis politica en Bolivia, octubriembre2019.
180 ChaskiclandestinaNovember21, 2019. Nieganinformacion afamiliares de heridos. IACHR Office of the SpecialRapporteur for Freedom
of Expression. Reports. Available in: Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedoixpiression.
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international standards on freedom of expression recommended to the State of Bolivia by the Office of the
Special Rapporteur of the IACHR?, on several occasions.

I. Attacks

150. From January to October 2019, in Bolivia the tendey of the last years was maintained, which showed
that the majority of attacks on the press came from the State. On Mag, the journalist of EI Deber, Guider
Arancibia denounced intimidation by the Minister of Government, Carlos Romero, in the framewoid the
investigation of the case involving the former police chief, Gonzalo Medina and other former senior police
officers with the alleged drug trafficker Pedro Montenegro Paz. After the reporting this government
intimidation, the Ministry of Government atacked El Deberand asked the Prosecutor's Office to investigate the
journalists of that newspaper for alleged links with Montenegrd®azs2.

151. A report prepared for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) by civil society organizations, released in
May, documerted 92 casesof attacks on freedom of expressionin the country during 2018, and noted that 66%
of such attacks would be "endorsed" bthe Statelss,

152. According to publicly available information, the journalist of the ATB channel, Johana Tapia, was
attacked on April 30 when she made a journalistic coverage of conflicts ihe population of Tiquipaya between
two neighborhood factions. A neighbor would hag attacked Tapia with a stone and the alleged aggressor was
arrested and brought before the SpecialCrime Fight Force (FELCCf Tiquipaya, where he made his declaration
and was laterreleaseds4,

153. On May 12, the Technical Director of the Oriente Petrolero football club, Mauricio Soria, verbally
assaulted aSport Tv Rightgelevision team and disconnected the cable from one of the cameras authorized to
broadcast livethe game in a tournament of theifst division of Bolivian football, which his teamlost18s.

154. On May 18, the editor of theExtra newspaper, Yolanda Limpias, denounced an unjustified aggression
and retention on the orders ofthe prosecutor José Fernando Riojas, durintpe coverage ofthe judicial process
against police chiefs accused of being accomplices of Pedro Montenegro Paz, prosecuted for laundering of illicit
profits and drug trafficking. On May 21, representatives of the Departmental Prosecutor's OfficéSanta Cruz
met with journali sts coveringthe topic and members of the Crucefia Press Federation to discus® incident
and apologize to thgournalist 186.

155. OnJune20, RadioSanMiguel denouncedthat dueto its journalistic and defensework in the lessfavored
sectors of the Amazon region of Bolivia, it wouldbe threatened by government authorities, especially after
reporting irregular eventsin the voter registration in the municipalities of Beni andPandd=®’.

156. OnJune28,the director of the private television network ATB-CochabambaAngélicaLazarte,requested
protection to carry out journalistic work and denounced threats and intimidation from the national head of the
Special Force for the Fight against Drug Trafficking (FELCN) , Maximiliano Davila, against AfeB Néwork for
an alleged interest in distorting investigations againsi businessman in Cochabambgg.

157. On July 15, the journalist of the newspapeta Raz6n Guadalupe Tapia was attacked by public
transportation drivers in La Paz while she was covering a protés Tapia made the video recording of the
aggressions that municipal guards endured after immobilizing protesters' vehicles due tthe use of
unauthorized spaceg8°.

158. On September 4the ViceMinister of Internal Affairs, José Luis Quiroga, anticipated thahe policeman
who filmed the governor of Oruro, Victor Hugo Vasquez, while intoxicated, would be subjected to a disciplinary
processfor violating the internal regulations of the institution. Vasquezawasfilmed by a police officer on August
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24 in the city of Tarija, from the images the governor seemed to be in a drunken state aim official vehicle that
was driven by a chauffeu#®.

159. On August 1, the journalist of the newspapeEl Deber Marco Chuquimia, reported having been
threatened with a beating and intimidated by coca leaf growers related to thlASofficial party, while carrying
out journalistic coverage on a vigil started by théarmers?91,

160. Principle 9 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the IACHR states that "[t]he
murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to socialcommunicators,aswell asthe material destruction
of communications media violatethe fundamental rights of individuals and strongly restrict freedom of
expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their perpetrators
and to ensure that victims receivedue compensation.”

J.Stigmatizing statements

161. According to information received by this Office, on January 3, #ite inauguration of the judicial year,
the president ofthe Supreme Court of Justice (TSJ), justice Antonio Revilla, accused journalists and media of
misrepresenting and manipulating the information to do activism on certain projects. Civil society organizations
denouncedthe fact, butthe highest justice maintained his position and indicated thahe would not apologize to
journalists for exercising his right to freedomofexpressioni-o2,

162. The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur recalls that public officials have a duty to ensure that with their
statements they are not damaging the rights of those who contribute to public deliberation through the
expressionand dissemination of their thoughts, suchasjournalists, the media,and humanrights organizations,
and must pay attention to the context in which they express themselves to ensure that their expressions do not
AT 1 OOEOOOAR ET OEA x1 OAO 1T &£ OEA #1 OO Ouipredstiie nith@ right&€f AE OA
of those who intend to contribute to public deliberation through the expression and diffusion of their
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K. Subsequent Liabilities

163. On January 3, Empresa Nacional de Telecomunicaciones SA (Entel) announced that it woutdhia a
criminal proceeding against the director ofBr(jula Digital, journalist Raul Pefiaranda, for the publication of a
note onthe hiring of security companiesby the telephone company.OnDecember21, 2018, the mediareported
that Entelis bidding to make purchasesandinstallation of equipmentwith security companieswithout requiring
them to belegally recognized or have an operating license, as established g law. Through a statementthe
state company said the complaints would arise from the lged lies and damage to the image of the company,
not to mention the falsehood incurred in bythe journalist. In response, civil society organizations rejected said
statement and noted to the directors of the company, that the Printing Law is in full foecin Bolivia, which
establishesthat allegedcrimes committed by journalists are to be prosecutedby a specialcourt, and not through
the ordinary criminal instancel®,

164. On April 17, the mayor of Bermejo, Delfor Burgos (MAS), publicly threatened to initiate a criminal
proceeding against the journalist ofRadio Bermejo Gonzalo Rodriguez, for having revealed to the population a
case of corruption for which he was formally barged and prosecuted. Mayor Burgos warnethe Ei OOT A1 EOO  (
AA AABA £O0I o

165. According to public information, the head of news aRadioSan Miguelin the town of Riberalta (Beni),
Carmen Ruelas, was sued kihe senator ofthe ruling party, Argene Simoni, for the alleged crime of "political
harassment" after the dissemination of complaints on the allocation of municipal advertising to officials of an
audiovisual media that transmits from the house of saitkgislator9,

166. On June 6, organizations of local and national press workers denounced that journalists Humberto
Vacaflor and Douglas Romay would have been harassed and intimidated by public officiafshe MAS party,
who threatened them with criminal trials without taking into account the Printing Law in force in the country.
Likewise, the National PressAssociation(ANP) of Bolivia questionedthat judge RubénAlavia started criminal
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proceedings against Romay for the alleged crimes of insult and slander against a Facebook user, when
Printing Law establishesthat thesefactsare not to be prosecutedthrough the ordinary criminal instance,rather
by a speciakourt97.

167. The Inter-American Court has established, as regards the possible civil liability, that civil sentences
regarding freedom of expression must be strictly proportioned so as not to cause a chilling effect on this
freedom, since O O tedk of acivil sanction,giventhe demand]...] of anextremely high civil reparation, canclearly
be as or more intimidating and inhibiting for the exercise of freedom of expression as a criminal sanction, as
long as it has the potential to compromise the personal and familife of who denounces a public official, with
the obvious and disvaluable result of sel€ensorship, both for the affected individual and for other potential
AOEOEAO 1T £ OEA pAOAEIw@I ATAA T &£ A pOAI EA OAOOAT 0o

L. Source Confidentiality

168. According to public information, the former general commander of the Police in Bolivia, Rémulo
Delgado, demanded thathe newspaper Los Tiemposlisclose the source that delivered a recording that, after
being disseminated inthe media, resulted in theopening of an investigation to senior police officers for their
alleged link to drug trafficking. Delgado's request would violate article 8 ahe country's Printing Law, which
states that " secrecy regarding printing i€ 1T OETW.AAIl Ao

169. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recallghat principle 8 of the Declaration of Principles establishes
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of government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used the
dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the communication and circulation of
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information transmitted through any meansof oral, written, artistic, visual or electronic communication must
be prohibited by law. Restrictionsto the free circulation of ideasand opinions, aswell asthe arbitrary imposition

of information and the imposition of obstacles tothe free flow of information violate the right to freedom of
AZDOAOCOET T 80

M. Censorship of journalistic material / Prior or indirect censorship

A
i

170. On May 1, journalist Juan Pablo Guzméeft Bolivisioro O O( 1 OA ¢odé T ECEO DOI COAI |

yearand a half, denouncinggovernment pressuresin the journalistic exercise.GUzmanwith 16 yearsin national
journalism published a letter arguing thatthe informative agenda of some media inthe country would be
conditioned to give preference to the declarationsof official authorities and not to journalistic equity, or the
relevance of theinformation 290,

171. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that Article 13.2 ahe American Convention states that the
exercise of freedom of expression cannot be subject to prior censorship. time same sense, Principle 5 ahe
Declarationof Principles providesthat, O B YcénEoksRp,direct or indirect interference in or pressureexerted
upon any expression, opinion or information transmitted through any means of oral, written, artistic, visual or
electronic communication mustbe prohibited by law. Restrictions to the free circulation of ideas and opinions,
aswell asthe arbitrary imposition of information andthe imposition of obstaclesto the free flow of information
violate the right to freedom of A @D OAOOET 1 86

N. Diversity and pluralism / Media concentration / Community broadcasting

172. OnMay 1, journalist Erwin Valdaannouncedthe suspensionof his program O 0 A D O A Gvbichdvas
broadcasted bylmperial Radio Ty and attributed the decision to the pressures of the Municipal Government of
Potosi, who he accused of conditioning advertising allocation to the media ixahange for an editorial line
without criticism 201,
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173. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that, in accordance with Article 13.8f the American
Convention,the right to freedom of expressionO | At berestricted by indirect methods or means,suchasthe
abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in
the dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the communitian and circulation
I £/ EAAAO AT A TPETEITO68 )T OEEO OACAOAR Al O OEA $AAI
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public funds by the state, the granting of customsduty privileges, the arbitrary and discriminatory placementof
official advertising and government loans; the concession of radio and television broadcast frequencies, among
others, with the intent to put pressure on and punish or reward and provide privilegesto socialcommunicators
and the media because othe opinions they express threaten freedom of expression, and muse explicitly
prohibited by law".

O.Freedom of Expression in Electoral Context

174. In electoral processesfreedom of expressionacquiresa particular relevance,sincein order for citizens
to make a free and rational decision to choose betweeghe different proposals of government, political parties,
and candidates,it is essentialthey have asmuchinformation aspossible,aswell aswith the freest circulation of
ideas and opinionspossible.

175. This Office has identified thatduring the electoral process in Bolivia, there was not an existenasf
systematic episodes of direct prior censorship, notwithstanding the worrying the ban on the dissemination of
the UMSAJubilee survey®2. There was plurality of mediaboth in the written press and in audiovisual services
with diverse editorial and information lines. There was also legal recognition in the field of audiovisual
communication services of the different sectors and methods of communication, existing in this sense state
media, private commercial media, socialcommunity media,andrural indigenous® A T Brhedi®The EOM/OAS
Missionindicated that it would have confirmed the existenceof independentor opposition mediato government
policies. In the same way, the circulation ofleas and information was generally free, highlighting that, in the
mainstream media, whether in the written press or on radio or television, there is room for dissenting and
oppositional voices to the government, informing without limits on the performane of acts of protest and
opinions contrary to the managementof the authorities. Also,it should be noted aspositive measuresto promote
freedom of information in the electoral processand equalopportunities in mediaaccessthe norm that regulates
OEA OO0OOAI EA 300AT COEATET C £l O afverisBDEAAT O0AOOEAO AT A !

176. Likewise, different mediaoutlets reported problems in obtaining presspermits and safeconductto pass
freely during election day?2°s,

177. However, the EOM/OAS has bserved certain problematic issues in the exercise of freedom of
expression that are notnew in the country but could have influenced the electoral process because they are
potentially restrictive of the free movement of ideas, opinions, anthformation.

178. Among them are repeated threats and pressures on journalists and the media by government
authorities, as well as stigmatizing statements. The repression of peaceful demonstrations and acts of protest.
The absence of a clear legal framework that establishesbjective criteria and equal opportunities in the
distribution of government advertising. The abusiveuse by public authorities of advertising on government
works, thereby conditioning the editorial and informative independence ofthe media. Difficulties in accessing
public information caused by the lack of a legal norm that guarantees thight.

179. From the analysis on the state of the situation of freedom of expression and information in Boa
carried out in the days prior to the electoral act, as well as the reception of opinions from actors linked to the
governmentaswell asto the opposition, aswell asothers that were independentfrom especiallyfrom the media
and social organizationsthe EOM / OAS concluded that these factors have influenced the electoral process by
promoting a climate of disruption that inhibits the free movement of ideas and opinions as well as the right to
seek, receive, and provide information. Factors that havbe risk of altering the free decision of eaclitizen204,

202QAS. Report by the EOM. Available at: Arch|ves of the Offlce of the Spemal Rapporteur for Freedom of Expressmn
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7. BRAZIL

180. The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur has documentediuring 2019 a context of hostility toward the
exercise of journalism and the free functioning ofthe media in Brazil. Repeat statements by high authorities
aimed at smearing journalists and the media undermine the role of the press. In a context of polarization of the
media sceneand the narrative in socialnetworks, a stigmatizing discourseis reproduced towards media outlets
and communicators who have disseminated information on his administration, accusing themwf taking an
oppositional role or of political bias. The statements and attacks against the press are particularly serious
because they can heighten the risk fothreats and violence against these professionals and impact the
DI POl AGEI T80 00000 EIT deindorady. Al EOI AO Al ET OOEOOOEIT 1 &

181. The Office of the Special Rapporteur also observes a variety of situations of threats against journalists
in response to ther work, and some ofthese episodes have involved the participation of individuals who say
they are alignedwith the government.Likewise, two murders and actsof violence againstjournalists for reasons
presumably linked to their work have been documented.Also, the excessiveuse of force by the police in the
context of demonstrations and protests persistsin Brazil. The Office of the SpecialRapporteur hastaken note of
acts of censorship, especially regarding artistic expression and productions ogexual identity, orientation, and
diversity.

A. Progress

182. In December 2018, the Cartilla Aristeu Guidda Silva International Standards forthe Protection of the
Human Rights of Journalists and Other Communicators were presented during the Third National Meeting of
Technical Teams of the Program to Protect Human Rights Defenders, Communicators, and Environmentalists,
in compliance with one of the IACHR's recommendians in the framework of the case ofthe May 1995 murder
of journalist Aristeu Guida da Silva in the city of Sao Fidélis, Rie Janeiro. The document was published by the
Ministry of Human Rights in place at the time. Despite this important step forwardhe Office of the Special
Repertory takesnote that accordingto the Inter -AmericanPressAssociation(IAPA), this documenthasnot been
adequately disseminated among journalists ancommunicators subsequent to its publicatior?os

183. On May 8the 12th Criminal Court of Justice othe State of Sdo Paulolfibunal de Justica de Sao Palilo
(TJSPYejectedanappealseekingreview of the acquittal of journalists TatianaMerlino, DeboraPrado,and Pedro
Pomar in a process brought against them by thisrmer secretary of health of Sdo Paulo, Giovanni Guido Cerri,
for the crime of defamation. Accordingto the information available,the former secretaryhad brought the action
over an article published in the magazinéAssociacdo dos Docentes da UBHBusp), where Pedro Pomar is the
editor, in May 2013. The article was bylined by Merlino and Prado. According to reports, the article described a
situation in which the former secretary was involved that constituted a conflict of interest. The journalists have
also beensuedcivilly by the former secretary,but that suit was rejected by the lower court and on appeal20¢

184. On June 20, in response to a special appeal filed by the defense of photographer Alexandre Wagner
whoseleft eyewasinjured by the military police while hewas covering ademonstration in 2000 in S&oPaulo?
Supreme Federal Court Magistrate Marco Aurelio Mello recognizetthe general repercussion ofthe case,
meaning that the decision in this trial will serve as a precedent for theases currently pending on journalists
injured during demonstrations and social protests. The Magistrate stated that "this is an issue that requires a
ruling by the SupremeCourt. It must be determined whether acaseseekingredressof damagesviolatesthe right
to exercisethe professionof reporter in which the victim wasfound guilty solelyr 8fat coveringaclashbetween
the police and demonstrators [and] was struck by a rubber bullet fired by soldiers, resulting in permanent loss
of OECE 0806

185. On July 25, Decree 9,937 was issued establishitlte Program for the Protection of Human Rights
Defenders, Social Communicators, and Environmentalists and revoking Decree 8,724 of April 27, 2016,
establishing the program for the Protection of Human Rightdefenders and Its Deliberative Councifs.
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indivi duals seeking protection under it no longer had to prove their activities had a human rights impa&® On
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this point, this Office of the Special Rapporteur praises the Brazilian Sgatfor having included social
communicators as a group protected specifically under the Protection Program and reminds the State that this
mechanism must meet the needs of journalists and be broadly disseminated among media workers in order to
provide thosefacing risk over their journalism activities with effective guarantees.

186. According to publicly available information, one othe individuals involved in the murder of radio host
Jefferson Pureza on January 17, 2018, in the city of Edeia, Goias, was coagicin October 4. According to
reports, Leandro Cintrada Silva was sentenced to 14 years in prison fahe crimes of corrupting minors and
murder. Cintra da Silvawasthe owner of the spacewhere the radio E | OrQuéd€r wasallegedlynegotiated.Also,
one of the perpetrators usedhis cell phoneto coordinate the murder with other individuals. Regardingthe trials
of the mastermind, a city council member, and the individual who introduced the perpetrators to the council
member,they have not yet beenscheduledbut could take placein December2019.210

B. Murders

187. This year, the Office of the Special Rapporteur documented the murder of two journalists in Brazil.
According to publicly-available information, journalist Romario Barros was murdered on June 18hot three
times ashewasdriving his carin the city of Marica, Riode Janeiro.Barros wasthe owner of anews portal called
O, deEa AO EIAa.pabihc statement, the Office of the Mayor of Maricarepudiatedthe ET O O1 Aidrder&ad O
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identify and punish those responsible is urgently needed by the population of Marica," reinforcing his
commitment to freedom of the press ard expression?!! According to available information, this is the second
murder of a journalist in the city. Earlier, on May 25, journalist Robson Giorno was murdered when he was
gunneddown in the doorway of his home,in the Boqueirdoneighborhood,alsoin Marica. The journalist wasthe
founder and owner ofthe newspaper O Maricg which focused on covering local political newsHe had also
expressed his intention to run for mayor of the municipality in the 2020 elections. According tceports, the
police are investigating his murder and believe it was premeditated. They are working on two linesf
investigation, one being political retaliation, and the other alleged retaliation for reports he published in his
newspaper?212

188. Additionally, in April, the National Council ofthe Public Prosecution Service Conselho Nacional do
Ministério Publicd (CNMP) published the report Violéncia contra comunicadores no Brasil: um retrato da
apuragdo nos Ultimos 20 anbsd A O A ECEAtAtégiEINariod BelJustica e Seguranca PUblIENASP). It
included data on violence against communicators in Brazil. The report documented 64 cases of journalists
murdered between 1995 and 2018 for reasons allegedly related to their journalism work. According to the
E!30h OAU DOI OEAET C AT Al UOEAAT AAOAR OEA AT AOQOIAT O 1A
criminal prosecution of these crimes. Exposing the errors also enables the office of the prosecutor and other
institutions 2 along with organized civi society? to correctO E A#3¢6 8
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kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well aghe material destruction of
communicationsmediaviolate the fundamentalrights of individuals and strongly restrict freedom of expression.
It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate suchoccurrences to punish their perpetrators andto ensure
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communicators, the IACHR has indicated that impunity contributes to setiensorship ofthepress.

C. Attacks, arrests, threats, harassment, and stigmatizing statements perpetrated against journalists
and media outlets.

190. In 2019, this Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed of the tendency of President Jair Bolsonaro
and other public officials to issue statements stigmatizing focertain media outlets and journalists in order to
discredit them. According to theFederacdo Nacional dos JornalistdSENAJ), 111 attacks othe media by

210 Associacdo Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). October 5, 20190ri condena a 14 anos um dos envolvides morte de
radialista no interior de GoiasAssocia¢@o Nacional de Jornais (ANJ). October 7, 2Qli8i condena um dos envolvidos na morte do radialista
szttecsgn_EuLeza,_nngLenQLde_QméACHR Speual Rappteurshlp for Freedom of Expressmn January 26 201&Less_ReJﬂase_RJ.QL18
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Marica: dois assassinatos de comunicadores em menos de 1 més
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President Bolsonaro were documented between January 1 and November 30. According to thiseiedion, the
attacks are a way for the president to "incite his followers to not trust the journalism work othe majority of
outlets and professionals,mainly when they disseminatenews that is critical of the governmentor that involves
the" T 1 O T A O34 ThEkollowihglad Gomeof the cases reported to this Office athe Special Rapporteur
during this year.
191. It was reported by media that journalistic work has faced restrictions during the presidential
inauguration on January 1. On this specific point, Ménica Bergamo, a journalist wiolha de S&do Pau)stated
thatO¢ A Y 1 in#EEGodgresgor almost6 hours, the journalists evenhad applesconfiscatedon suspicionthey
might throw OEAT AO " 1 1 G Additohalyon EeBrdafy, &uciano Ramos, a communicator with
radio station CaaporaFM, in the state of Paraibawasbeatenashe wason his way to file acomplaint at the police
station for socialmediaattackson him. Accordingto the information provided, the incident wasthe result of the
AT i1 OTEAAOT 060 AOEOEAEOI 1T &£ AT A Al 1 ACAOQE] Pr&viovslyy MET OO ¢
November2018, EdouardFranca,alsoacommunicator with this radio station, was subjectto a similar attack 216
It was also reported that journalist Leonardo Sakamoto ofJOL/Reporter Brazi| reporter Natélia Portinari of
Epoca, andsabela Palhares oEstado de S&o Paultave also been subject to attacks on social media. According
to the Associacdo Brasileira de Jornalismo InvestigatigABRAJI), a number of journalists were accused of
"producing and disseminating fake news, insults, threats of physical violence, invitations to exile, and even
expressing wishesof AAAOE ¢ 8Y¥8 4 EA the Aubligdtian @iCalpieck of@dpditingdbilined by the
professional, a question in a press confence, or contact with asource.'217
192. OnMarch 11, ajournalist with OEstadode SdoPaulo, ConstancaRezendewasaccusedby President Jair
Bolsonaro of seeking his impeachment and of wanting "ruin" the life of his son, Flavio Bolsonaro. On his
Twitter account,the Presidentallegedthat the journalist "saysshewantsto ruin the life of Flavio Bolsonaroand
OAARAE OEA EiIi PAAAEI AT O T £ 0OACGEAAT O *AEO "11 01T TAOI 8 3EA
"1 T AT 88 4EAU x@QED IOAI ODIAEBAOGAGET T xEOE Al ARAEhé Adsdage AEOE
was accompanied bythe audio of a conversation betweenthe journalist and an unidentified individual.
According to the information provided, the audio had truncated sentences arpauses, only select portions of it
were published, and it contained no mention by the journalist of an "intent" to ruin the administration or the
president.2® The original publication for which the journalist was accused was posted in a blog produced by
readers of French website Mediapart and was published on Brazilian websiteercaLivre220which, according to
publicly availableinformation, is run by activists closeto the Bolsonarofamily.22* OnMarch 11, Medrapart stated
on its Twitter account OEAO OEA T AxO DPOAI EOEAA ET OEA AREADPAOO A
tweet wasfalse?222
193. On March 16, the newspape®© Estado de Sdo Pauteported that there was a "defamation machine"
operating in the country on social media, run "bybolsonarista and olavista groups on the most radical and
dogmatic side of the seA A1 1 AA O1T Ax OECEO8606 4EA T AxOPAPAO OOAOGAA
number of victims had locked their profiles or fallensilent regarding the issue originating the attacks against
them. For example, it cited the case of journalist Constanca Rezende, who had experienced virtual attacks on
March 10, as well as the case tlie newspaper itself, which had been the target of these "virtual militias" after
publishing a report on the Rezende case showing that the statements had been doctor®dzstado de Sa&aulo

214Revista Forum. December 2, 2019 [ J_primeiro_ano de goyé@deracéo Nacional dos
Jornalistas(FENAJ). December 2, 201maques de Bolsonaro a |mprensa jasomam 111 ocorréncias

215 "[c]onfined in Congress for almost six hours, even apples are confiscated from journalists suspected of potentially throwthgm at
Bolsonaro'shead.".Twitter accountof MonicaBergamo.@monicabergamoJanuaryl,2019; Exame Januaryl, 2019. Sembanheiroou agua,
Mnahsta&telatamreslngmmpa&sﬂa&isgnam FoIhadeSaQEaum_lanuaMHMaq AssocragacBraererra deJornaIrsmo
Investigativo (Abraji).Janu ) possEsidencial
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March 11, 2019.Jornal fra ] a jo d Aca ) Rda®- AAEADPAOO OUI PAOEL
Ei OO1 AT EOO o AI i OOAI AAoAuAl Ah A OEAOGEI | & OEOAAOOB8vedds ke liadisk hd AOET |
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said these "virtual militias" had tried to smear the newspaper with the hashtag #EstadaoMentiu on Twitter. It
also indicated that according to social media experts, the digital attacks were supported by robéts.

194. According to the information available, on April 22, the headf Brazilian website Terca Livre Allan dos
Santos, reported having received death threats. Fernanda Salles, who works for the website, was threatened
with rape. According to the information available, journalists withThe Intercept Brazilhad also received
offensive comments and threats fronthe same email that sent the threats tdrerca Livré24. Other journalists
who were allegedlythreatened over their journalism work included: AdécioPiran, reporter and owner of Folha
do Progresspin the state of Para, who was threatened and sent offensive comments followitige publication
on August 5 of a report entitled "Day of fire: Producers set the date for burning the regio’; radio host llton
Santos de Morrinhos, in the state of Ceara, who $iaince 2017 has been subject to intimidation and threats in
connection with his work on "E de Lascar," a progranon community radio station Freedom FMyhich aired
complaints from the population and discussedissuesrelated to public administration 226; Carlosde Lannoy of TV
Globq who was threatened on social media after airing a report on an incident in whicthe Rio de Janeiro
security forcesfired more than 80 times into afamily car,causingthe death of oneindividual; 227 JulianaDal Piva,
reporter with magazine Epoca who received a death threat following publication of her report on a movie
supporting the dictatorship established in 1964 inBrazil.22s,

195. Also, on June 9The Intercept Brasibegan publishing a series of leaks exging alleged irregularities in
the Lava Jatoanticorruption oppression. Immediately following the publication, journalist Glenn Greenwald
began to receive insults, defamatory comments, and death threats. Also, with the hashtag #DeportaGreenwald,
aviral campaign of harassmentwas conductedagainstthe journalist, aswell asagainstthe mediaoutlet he funds
and edits, against his husbamd federal congressman David Miranda and against their children. Public
authorities highlighted the allegedly illegal natureof the leaked material received byThe Intercept Brasifrom
an anonymous source withthe aim of disparaging or restricting freedom of thepress229

196. In the framework of the acts of harassment against journalist Glenn Greenwald, on June 9, Carlos
Bolsonaro (councilmember for Rio de Janeiro) wrote on his Twitter account: "is it jushe or is it only in Brazil
that the media usesanillegal incursion into something private, ignoring the judicial invalidity andillegality, and
doesn't mind sharing it with the only goal of burning down the Bolsonaro administration and benefitinghe
system?l think I've seenthis one before."230 The next day, his brother Eduardo Bolsonaro(Federal Deputy 7 S&o
Paulo)stated: O ' 1 &rdednwald,formerly of CNNwasthe spokespersonfor Snowdenfor leaking everything he
knew about confidential USdata in the caseknown asWikiLeaks.Glennalsosold the ideaabroadthat the Dilma
impeachmentwas A I B 8 6

197. Later, on Junel3, deputy Carlos Jordy, othe governing party (PSL), said on his Twitter account that it
would be ideal to call Glenn Greenwald to testify before Congress, but that it would only be possible through a
CPlj 0AOI EAI AT OAOU )1 OAOOECAOQET 1 thécorhek ierd BdgresOhid cAsA BAT AA
already being investigated bythe justice system. Mr. @ggreenwald, do not think you are an immortal beyond
goodand evil. Youdid activist journalism thr oughacriminal act,makingyouanA A A1 | PhewrdABDHAOPAA D
the country that hosts you, you cannot vilify our institutions and authorities by committing crimes against
national security andthink youx T 1 b&Ig&Id criminally liable and$ %0 / 2 4Hé&ddedl.Onthe sameday, Jody,
who is also a federal deputy (PSk Minas Gerais)postedA DET OT 1T &£ ' OAAT xAT A 11 &AAA
"OAUEI 6 AT A AAAOOAAvajdiog ble Al AT O AA QO DAREAT G AOEA - EOAT AA
acquaintances ofthe justice OU O O&R | 8 6

198. On June 25, Glenn Greenwald took part in a hearing of the Human Rights and Minorities Committee of
the Chamber of Deputies in Brasilia on the invitation of two dhe committee's deputies. Therehe stated that

223Estadda March 16, 2019RedeA T | O 1 AOEOOA OEAAI AET Ad DBOI iI.1 6A 1 ETAEAI A1 Oi OEOOOAI
224 Associagao Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Abraji). April 22, 2018meacas contra Terca Livre sdo graves e devem ser investigadas
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Lepgﬂagamjohte_DLaﬂo_Eng Globo. September 1, 2018Bl | '
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Minister Sergio Moro tried to intimidate and criminally pursue The Intercept Brasik33 During the hearing,
Congresswoman Katia Sastre said "the one who should be tried, convicted, and imprisoned is the journaft."
Likewise,on July11, Greenwaldsaid during a public hearing in the Senateon the reporting on the conversations
between a former judge and Minister Moro thatthe later creates a climate of fear among the medr®
Additionally, on November 7, Greenwald was physically attackeldy an extremeright critic and sympathizer
with President Jair Bolsonaro in a radio and television studio in Sdo Paulo while on the air, presumably over
personal disagreements236

199. According to the information provided, on July 19, when questioned by foreign journalists abotte
protests against the participation of journalist Miriam Leitdo ofGloboin a book fair in the south of Brazil,
PresidentJairBolsonaroallegedlyaccuseder of wanting to impose a dictatorship in Brazil through armed fight,
indicating that shehad been detained while joining the Araguaia Guerrillas, and that her stories dhe abuse
and torture she was subjected to during the military dictatorshipx AOA O1 UET ¢ A OXIiGhlkbe ) 1
expressed its support for the journalist and condemned the attacks on her. According to the information
provided, the participation of Miriam and her husband, sociologist Sergio Abranches, time fair was cancelled
due to? among other thing® a lack of security guarantees followinghe mobilization of protests against their
participation by supporters of the president237 Additionally, according to the information provided, on July 20,
when journalist Isadora Peron askd 0 OAOEAAT O thelcontidt with dé nodheasttaEld stop the
SocialSecurity® 1 Ohk &néweredO & th€love of God.If | calledyou ugly now, the world would cometo anend.
All the women would turn againstl A 886

200. Additionally, the Office of the Rapporteur wasinformed of an attack againstcommunicator Elvis Xavier,
who was tortured and shot three times in the city of Guaruja, Sdo Paulo. According to the information, on
Septemberl6,the communicator had goneto the town of Vila Baianawhere he wasbeatenand shotthree times.
His father found him in agony after receiving a phone call telling him that Xavier had been murdered
there.According to the information available, the communicator ran social media accountisrough which he
reported onirregularities in the municipality, and the attack could be related with the reports he wasissuing 239

201. According to the information, on October 29, President Jair Bolsonaro threatened not to renel/
Globd © POAIT EA Al 1T AAOOET Hadidxhis BffeEthe AtatibrEntpAdOast & irepoct tinking&he
president to the investigation of the murder of Marielle Franco, a councilmember assassinated in Rio de Janeiro
in 2018. The president later said he had made no threat4? According to the information available, President
Bolsonaro also threatened the advertisers of newspapeFolha de S&o Paul@and anmounced the federal
governmentwould cancelits subscriptions to that newspaper,sayingit wasO B i E OliisiCE 10@ O 1 #1Also0 8 &
in October, Federal Deputy Daniel Silveira attacked journalist Guga Noblat in the Chamber of Deputies.
According to the informA OET 1T DBOT OEAAAhR 3EI OAEOA EAA OEOI x1 OEA EIC
it, and alsothreatened him after being askedby the journalist about certain of hisactions?42.

202. This Office recalls that, according to principle 9 othe Declaration of Principles on Freedom of
Expressionof the IACHRO ¢ Orivukdlér, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to socialcommunicators,as

233 Knight Centerfor Journalismin the Americas.June26, 2019. JournalistGlennGreenwaldtells congressthat Minister SergioMoro tries to
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[ Ju 019, de iniciativa

234234The Washlngton Post July 12, 20193Jenn_QLeﬂwald_bemmas_mgus_Qf_BLazMLessiLeedejﬁhat®|ano de Goias. June 25, 2019.
; ] 1 disdietotiundo Delmarva. July 12, 201%.ibertad de

ia cli d a a imprémasRed 21. July 12, 2019.
L enado Not|C|as July 11, 2019loro estacriando um

27New York Times. November 25, 201 i COAA AL Ad 7 AC AAssodiaid Brasileirald&E O8 4 EE
Jornalismolnvestigativo (Abraji). July19, 2019.ELe5idﬁnlaJsade&niQLmagamaLamagaLijausla Folhade Sio Paulo. July16,2019. Apos
i i ematugo 19 July 23, 2019ARIIGQ1£LLepudLaﬁLaquaias_JQmauslas_Mmam
Leitdo e Isadora PeronO Globo. July 19, 201®olsonaro usa i alsas para ata lista heita
280) AOEAA O0OAOCEAAT O *AEO "11 011 A0 EE OEA Ai 1l 00|0Aoo\mnheast@aacu@EA .10

EO 000iT1¢c8 ) EAAOA OEEOd 0&1I O 'T A" O OAEAR OO0OBB MmMwirgccolirddf lsaddvd © OCI U
Peron @IsaperonJuly 20, 2019

239 G1. September 18, 201 omunica
September 17, 2019 i

2410Globo October3l 2019 | i Oi IAOI | AI AA Ci OAOI 1T  AAT AAI A CHBRORMESI. MoGetbeA1D20dd ET O1 Al
ataqu J 14a a 10 _a ] icagolha de Sao Paulo. October 31, 201%®ia a nota da Folha sobre o

242ASSOC|a(;z-1<Br::1S|Ie|radeJornahsmoInvestlgatlvo (Abrajl) October17,2019.D
Portal dos Jornalistas. No datéd a a (PSRJ) quebra



well as the material destruction of communications media violate the fundamentaights of individuals and

strongly restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences,

01 DbOI EOE OEAEO DAOPAOOAOI OO AT A O1 A1 OO6OA OEAO OEAOQE
203. The IACHR recalls that public officials have a duty to ensure that their decisions are not damagihneg

rights of thosewho contribute to public deliberation through the expressionand dissemination of their thoughts,

such as journalists, the media, and ganizations that defend human rights, and should address the context in

which they are expressedto ensurethat their expressionsdo not constitute, in the words of the Court,"forms of

direct or indirect interference or injurious pressure on the rights ofthose who intend to contribute to public

deliberation through the expression and dissemination of theithoughts?43,

D. Social protest

204. The Officeof the SpecialRapporteur observedthat there continuedto be allegedcasesof the use of force
by police during social protests inthe country. The following are some of the cases reported to this Office thie
Special Rapporteur during thisyear.

205. Accordingto reports, on Januaryl10, 16,and 22, protests organizedby the MovimentoPassd. ivre where
held against the increase in transportation fares in the state of Sdo Paulo. In the protest on January 11, the use
of surveillancetools by the Military Police? suchasdrones? wasdocumented.Likewise,the Military Policewho
accompaniedthe demonstrators during the march launch teargas canisters at theft4 Also, the organizations
indicated that during the Januaryl6 protest, in addition to the surveillance,the useof rubber bullets and teargas
canisters to disperse the demonstrators was documentetd> At least 14 people were detained, and the
photojournalist Daniel Arroyo of Ponte Jornalismowas injured by a rubber bullet?46 According to the
information provided, the authorities did not provide medical assistance&4” With regard to the protest held on
January 22, at least two people were detained, one thiem for using a mask duringthe protest.248

206. The Office ofthe Special Raporteur was also informed that on January 19, the government of the state
of SdoPaulopublished Decree64,074/2019 240 regulating Law 15,556,adoptedin 2014, which, accordingto civil
society organizations, included a series of unconstitutional provisiam that were not compatible with the
democratic process. These provisions include a requirement to give five days prior notice and the
criminalization of the use of mask$>° On the requirement to give five days prior notice, civil society
organizations indicated that the Brazilian Constitution establishes that the right of assembly does not require
authorization, requiring only that a competent authority be naotified. In addition, regarding the criminalization
of the use of masks, they argued that "using aask is constitutional, as prohibiting anonymity should not be
applied to the use of masks and protests, as doing so does not prevent identification of someone who has
engaged in an illegal act. According tthe decree, even individuals using gas masks argtarves to protect
themselves from teargas coulde arrested for the crime of disorderly conduct.?5! Civil society organizations
Al 01 11 OAA OEAO Or OYEA AAAOAA Al QGlie poBsisSidn®@Robjecis Buchias T A E /
sharp objects, sticks, and stones, equating them with firearms and bladed weapons." On March 25, this Office
joined the United Nations SpecialRapporteurson the rights to freedom of peacefulassemblyand of association;

243]/A CourtH.R.Caseof Perozoet al Vs.VenezuelaPreliminary ExceptionMerits,Reparationsand CostsJudgmentof January28, 2009. Serie

CNo0.195. Para.151. Seel/A CourtH.R.CaseRiosetal v.VenezuelaPreliminary ObjectionsMerits, Reparationsand CostsJudgmentof January
28, 2009. Serie C N0.194. Para39.

244 Communicationon allegedacts of violence stemming from social protests held in January2019 in SdoPaulo.Documentdated on January
23,2019, sentby Artigo 19 Brasil, NucleoEspecializadode SituacdoCarcerariada DefensoriaPublicado Estadode S&doPaulo,Instituto Terra,

Trabalho e Cidadania, Conectas Direitos Humanos, Instituto Brasileiro de Ciéncias Criminais, Conselho Estadual de Direitd¥gsoa
Humana,Movimento PasseLivre. Available at: Archlves ofthe Office ofthe SpemalRapporteurfor Freedomof Expresmn Ponte Jornalismo.
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and the situation of human rights defenders in sending aommunication to the Brazilian State expressing his
concerns over this decreés?

207. Additionally, in February, Congressman Célio Studart submitted a bill seeking to expand the concept of
terrorist acts and amend the 2016 Antiterrorist Act. According to thenformation available, the proposed text

would definethe £ 1 1 T xET ¢ AO Al AAO 1 & OAOOIOEOIQ Ol OAEAOOOAD
system, or participating in, an attack, sabotage, attack on physical infrastructure and the functioningroéans
£ Aii1 OTEAAOGETT 10 OOAT OPI OOAOCEITh DI OOOh AEODPI 000h

information available, the proposal was in response tdhe attacks on the stateof Ceara towardthe beginning of
this year, organized by menbers of criminalgangs?s3

208. Also, in May, inthe framework of pro-government demonstrations, at least 12 press workers were
attacked and harassed, according to information from the ABRAJI. The incidents took place in the cities of
Curitiba, BeloHorizonte, Porto Alegre,Fortaleza,and SdoPaulo?54 Meanwhile,during the demonstrations called
for the general strike held on June 14 in Sdo Paulo, indiscriminatise of lesslethal weapons was documented,
along with the detention of at least 14 individuals?55> More recently, on December 1, photographer Daniel
Arroyo, of Ponte was intimidated by military police officers, who tried to seizahe photographshehad taken of
a demonstration in S&d”aulo26

209. Additionally, on June 12the Supreme Court ofJustice Buperior Tribunal de Justiqa(STJ) denied a
motion filed by the defenseof SérgioSilva,finding that the basicrequirements for the Courtto considerthe case
were not met. Silva is a photographer and was shot in the left eye with a rubber bulleausing him to lose his
eye. According to available information, the rubber bullet was fired by the S&o Paulo Military Police during a
demonstration held in June 20131n responseto this decision,in November, his defensefiled for remedy before
the Supreme Federal CourfSTF)257

210. On July 18, during a demonstration of the Landless Rural Workers Movement (MST) in the city of
Valinhos, S&o Paulo, several demonstrators were hit by a car traveling at high speed. One of those injured, an
older adult namedLuiz Ferreira da Costa, died of his injuries. Journalist Carlos Filipe,Rédidio Noroestand the
Coletivo Socializando Saberes, was among tingured.258

211. According to publicly available information, in October, in response to the protests in Chile, Presiu
Jair Bolsonaro activated the Ministry of Defense to monitor for possible protests in Brazil similar to the ones
happening in Chile. According tahe information provided, he stated that should it be necessaryhe Brazilian
government would callontheAT OT OOU8 O ! O AA &1 OAAO8 )T OAODPI T OAh om
explanation from President Bolsonaro through a letter sent to the Office of the Citizens Rights Ombudsperson
f MocuradoriadosDireitosdo Cidadad #°&Isewhere his son,Deputy EduardoBolsonaro,answereda question
OAl AGAA O1 OEA DPOI OAOOO OAEEIT C Pl AAA -E6 AEGTI A ADOKT BI
in the event ofthe "radicalization of the left" in Brazil. According to the information provided, President Jair
Bolsonaro and a serie®f civil society organizations rejected that statement. Eduardo Bolsonaro then allegedly
apologized for his statement and said there would not be a return of the Al260|n 1968, the Al5 was used by
the military dictatorship in Brazil to suspend constitutional guarantees, expand censorship of the arts and
Ei 60T Al EOIi h AEOAOAAEO OEA ABcki€éytdi OOEEDPSGO | BPT OEOET T h

212. The IACHR has reiterated that social protest is a fundamental tool for the work of defending human
rights and is essential for critical political and social expression regardinthe activities of the authorities. The
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#1 11 EOOEIT EAO OOAOGAA OEApfer séoEdemobshdiidna ifi publid thorolighfrestis A1 E U A
inadmissible when they are carried out in exercise ofhe rights to freedom of expression and to freedom of
AOOAI2AATUA OEAO OO right affassdntbip) drodghEsocial protest must not be subject to
authorization on the part of the authorities or to excessive requirements that make such protests difficult to
of Protests,adoptedin 2013, statesthat the rights of freedom of assemblyand expressionO A fdfdamental,and
guaranteeing them is a vital condition to the existence and proper functioning of a democratic society. AtSt
may impose reasonable limitations on demonstrations for purposes of ensuring that they are conducted
peacefully, or to disperse those that turn violent, provided that such limits are governed by the principles of
legality, necessity, and proportionaliy. In addition, the breakingup of a demonstration mustbe warranted by
the duty to protect individuals, and authorities mustusethe measures that are safest and least harmful to the
demonstrators. The use of force at public demonstrations must be an ext®n, used under strictly necessary
circumstances consistent with internationally recognized® OE1T A#bl A 086

E.Direct and indirect censorship

213. This year,the Office ofthe Special Rapporteur was informed of alleged measuresd censorship carried
out in Brazil, especiallywith regardto diversity. Reportsindicate that measureswere takenwith regardto public
information, teaching materials in schools, books, and cultural &uities like those carried out by the Agéncia
Nacionaldo Cinema(ANCINE)which wasestablishedin 2001 andis responsiblefor supervising, promoting, and
regulating the audiovisual and cinematographic market in Brazil. The following are some thfe cases reported
to this Office.

214. According to publicly available information, on January 29, 2019, journalist Ancelmo Gois, withe
newspaper O Globo published a column on the alleged censorshipf a series of videos posted in the online
channel of the National Institute of Education for the Deaf (INES). The complaint was filed by a student
representative on the INES Board of Directo?ss. According to the inbrmation provided, the episodes do with
issues considered "lefiwing" or "progressive.'26¢ In response, on January80, Brazil's Ministry of Education
DOAI EOEAA A Al i1 01 ENOiI EIT £ OlET ¢ OEAO OEA ). %3 eOr i YDA
O1 AOOET OEUAA OAITOAT T &£ O1i A OEAAT O &EOI I EOO xAAPACA
made the decision to repost the videos that had been taken down on tivebsite 267

215. It likewise stated that a preliminary investigation had foundthat the videos were removed fromthe
website in April and November 2018, "Demonstrating that the column published by Anselmo Gois in the
newspaper O Globmn January 29, 2019, is both false and malicious in attributing responsibility to Minister of
Educaton Ricardo Vélez Rodriguez, who becanteei ET EOOA O ET * A7s®he Odthmiinigué QgoE O UA |
suggested thatthe journalist had been a KGB agen? In responseto the MECcommuniqué, on Januango0, the
journalist published data demonstrating that the videos remained up until at least January 2, 2019. To prove it,
he check the Google cache, which shows previous versions of a page. It showed that, for example, as of January
2, the video on Marx was still p, and as of January ihe video on Nietzsche was stillip.27°

216. The Office ofthe Special Rapporteur was informed that journalists and radio hosts with th&mpresa
Brasileira de ComunicacaEBC), a public federal entity, had protested on March 20, 2019jainst the stance of
Agéncia Brasiimanagers seeking to reduce coverage of the murder of Marielle Franco, a RiaJdeeiro Council

262IACHRReportonLitizen§egunty_and_HumanBights)EA/Ser L/VIIL Doc 57. December 31, 2009. Para. 197.
263]ACHR neric@EA/Ser.L/V/1I. Doc. 66. December 31, 2011. Para.

139.
264United Nations (UN) SpecialRapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of the Right to Freedomof Opinion andExpressionand Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of ExpreSSion of the OAS Intekmerican CommiSSion on Human Rights. September 13, 201®int declaration on

JiBtasiile247. January 29, 2019.

J J dos
267QThe Instituto NaCionaIde Educacaode Surdos(INES)has Iaunchedan investigation to obtain aII information related to the unauthorized
removal of somevideosfrom its website andto assignthe necessaryresponsibilities. The INESboard also madethe decisionto re-insert the

OEAAT O OE A O xA oA A Al AO A A 'i' (] E éf Edudatfod @ T 6GbmuhisaBatOuArd 30 A2818AgéntidBrakilE - ET EO
Januar)/31 2019. Instituto deEd Irdosay ada devideodlesite; Folhade S.Paulo.January30, 2019. TV publicapara surdos

1650f
2680f x¥Y EEAE OEI xO OEAO OEA 11 OA POAI EOEAA Gilio odiankan/2b, 2ad9, i bof talsd ahdd A1 | i

malicious,when it attributes responSibiIity to the Minister of Education,professor RicardoVélezRodriguez who onIy took over the Ministry
ET *AT OAOU 1T £ OEEO UAAOO68 4 x EMECLAnuAIdR&EIadiard300m; - ET EOOOU 1T £ %AOAAOQEIT 1
269 TWitter account of Ministry of Education @MEC ComunicacamananLSQ,JleaReVista Forum. January 30, 201&m nota oficial

Ei O1 A1l EOOA A8/ 1T AT AA AcCAT OA AA +' "
27OO Globo.]anuary 30, 2019 irma ira 3 dizer que videos sairam do ar na g 0 padRadista Forum. January 31,
2019.Cla ad ag i i

79




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































